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I’REFACE. 


A Mi l: tcrmuiiitiiiii: heion' it liad readied its 
iiifi idiaii. e:iti seareely In* rxpeetod to furnish ma- 
iM'ials for an t'xtended biography. Rut the im- 
jiortant })Osition lidd by my late son, as second in 
ooinniand in what is now so well-known as the 
Ihirke and Wills Exploring Expedition across the 
Island Continent of Australia; the complciated 
duties Jie undertook as Astronomer, Topographer, 
dournali-t. and Surveyor; the pei’severing skill 
\vitli \vliieli lie discharged them, suggesting and 
i •■^ulating th(‘ maivh of the party through a waste 
of ( ielileeu Imndivd miles, previously untrodden 
to I'.’iiropean feet; his courage, patience, and 
hr). lie dealli ; Iiis self-denial in desiring to be 
i. fi aloiH' in ilie desiu't with scarcely a hope of 
ir- nr, tl);ii liis (;ompanions might find a chance 
iiii till iiisel\ cs ; — these claims on public attention 
'!. niaii'l that his name should be handed down to 
l>.isl. i ify ill something more than a mere obituary 
I e. 01(1, or an olficial acknowledgment of services. 



'PREPACK, 


viH 

A taruthfoly though brief, memoir of my son’s 
short career, may furnish a stimulating example, 
by showing how much can be accomplished in a 
few years, when habits of prudence and industry 
have been acquired in early youth. He fell a 
'victim to errors not originating with himself ; but 
he resigned his life without a murmur, having 
devoted it to science and his country. His death, 
with the circumstances attending it, furnishes an 
application of the lines of a favourite poet, which 
he often quoted with admiration : 


^ Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime. 
And departing leave behind us 
Footsteps on the sands of time ; 
Footprints that perhaps another, 
Sailing oVr Life’s solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwreck’d brother, 
Seeing, shall take^^heart again.” 


The following pages are the only tribute a fon<l 
and mourning father can offer to the memory of 
one who, while living, merited and reciprocated 
his wannest affections. 

Wll.I.fAM Wu.LS. 

£<mdon, January, 1B83. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH, 


CHAPTER I. 

Binh — Infancy — Hoyhooil and Early Education— Youthful traits of 

Character. 

William Johx AVills was born at Totnes, in 
Dovonsbire, on the 5th of January, 1834. He had, 
therefore, attained the full age of twenty-seven at 
the time of his-doath. Even in infancy, his coun- 
tenance was interesting and expressive. He began 
to speak and walk alone before he had completed 
his first ye.'ir. His lively disposition gave ample 
emjdoyment to his nurses, though I cannot remem- 
ber that he ever worried one, through peevishness 
or a fractious temper. As soon as he could talk 
distinctly, he evinced an aptitude to name things 
after his own fancy ; and I may fairly say, that he 
was never a child in the common acceptation of 
the term, as he gave early indications of diligence 
and discretion scarcely compatible with tlie help- 
lessness and simplicity of. such tender years. 
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MY SON’S BOYHOOD 


About the time of Ins completing liis third year, 
Mr. Benthall, a friend and near neighbour, asked 
permission to take him for a walk in his garden. 
The boy was then in the habit of attending a 
school for little children, close by, kept by an old 
lady. In less than an hour, Mr. Benthall returned 
to ask if he had come home. No one had seen 
him, and we began to be alarmedjest he might have 
fallen into a well in the garden ; but this appre- 
hension was speedily asceftained to be groundless. 
Still he returned not, and our stlarm increased, 
until his mother thought of the school, and there 
he was found, book in hand, intent on his lesson. 
He knew it was the school hour, and wliile ilr. 
Benthall was speaking to the gardener, had 
managed to give him the slip, passing our own 
door and proceeding alone to the school, on tlie 
opposite side of the square. Mr. Benthall, who 
can have seen or heard very little of him since, 
was one of the first, on hearing of his recent fate, 
to send a subscription to his monument, about to 
be erected at Totnes. Perhaps he rcmcmlx;red the 
incident. 

Another anecdote of tlic child bears upon ;i 
leading characteristic in the after life of the juan. 
My late lamented brother, W. T, Wills, whf> h;is 
since died at Belleville, in Uj>pcr Canada, was on a 
vi«t at my house from abroad. He had occasion 
to go to Plymouth and Devonport, and I engaged 
to drive him over in a gig. A petition was made 



AND EARLY EDUCATION. 


8 


to his mother, that little Willy might accompany 
us. It was granted, and we put up for the night 
at the Royal Hotel, at Devonport, where he became 
quite a lion. The landlady and servants were 
much taken by their juvenile visitor. The next 
morning, my brother and I had arranged to break- 
fast at fen, each having early business of his own 
to attend to, in •different directions. When we 
returned at the appointed time, the boy was miss* 
ing. None of the hoxisehold had seen him for an 
hour. Each supposed .that some one else had 
taken charge of him. After a twenty mintites’ 
search in all directions by the whole establishment, 
he was discovered at the window of a nautical 
instinnnent maker's shop, eight or ten doors below 
the inn, pn the same side of the street, within the 
rt'cess of the door-way, gazing in riveted attention 
on tlu' attractive display before him. The owner 
told me that he had noticed him for more than an 
hour in the same place, examining the instruments 
with the eye of a connoisseur, as if he understood 
them. His thirst for knowledge had superseded 
his ajipetite for breakfast. About twelve months 
suhs('(|uent to this date, we had nearly lost him for 
in a severe attack of remittent fever. At 
t he, (uul of a fortnight, the danger passed away and 
he, was restored to us. As he lay in complete 
prostration from the consequent weakness, our old 
and faithful servant, Anne Winter, who seldom 
left him, became fearful that his intellects might be 

B 2 



« lOUTHFUL TRAITS OP CHABACTBB. 

affected; -and I shall never forget her heartfelt 
delight and thankfulness when she saw him notice 
and laugh at the ludicrous incident of a neighbour’s 
tame magpie hopping upon his bed. The effect of 
this fever was to alter the contour of his features 
permanently, to a longer shape, giving him a 
more striking resemblance to his mother’s family 
than to mine. His utterance, also, which had been 
voluble, became slow and slightly hesitating. 

JFor some time after this he resided at home, 
under my own tuition. Our intercotirso, even at 
this nearly age, was that of friendly companionship. 
Instructing him was no task ; his natural diligence 
relieved me from all trouble in fixing his attention. 
We were both fond of history. From wliat I 
recollect, he took more interest in that of Rome 
than of Greece or England. Virgil and Fojie were 
his favourite poets. He was very earnest witli his 
mother in studying the principles of the Christian 
religion. More than once my wife remarktsl, 
“that boy astonishes me by the shrewdness witli 
which he puts questions on different points (d’ 
doctrine.” In his readings with me he was m.-ver 
satisfied with bare statements unaccompanied by 
reasons. He was always for arguing the matter 
before taking either side. One question, wdien very 
young, he would again and again recur to, a.s a 
matter on which the truth should lie elicited. This 
was a saying of our old servant, alxive named, 
when she broke either glass or earthenware : tluit 



YOUTHFUL TRAITS OP CHARAOl'ER. g 

“ it was good for trade.” His ideas of political 
economy would not permit him to allow that this 
axiom was a sound oue for the benefit of the state ; 
and on this point, 1 think, Adam Smith and 
Malthus would scarcely disagree. 

The pleasure I enjoyed in my son’s society wheli 
a boy, was greater than that which intercourse with 
many grown men contributed ; for I may strictly 
repeat, as I have already said, that he was never 
a child in intellect although juvenile enough in 
habits and manners. He never made foolish 
remarks, although not in the slightest degree un- 
comiortably preeoeious or pragmatical. I had no 
tear of trusting him w'ith anything, and was often 
n‘prove<l for allowing so j^ounga child to handle a 
gun, whjeh he was accustomed to do as early as 
eleven years of ago. His first practice was on some 
young rooks which he brought downwth unerring 
aim, from a rwkery on the grounds at our country 
ifsidenec. Ho was so particular in his general 
demeanour that I designated him Gentleman John, 
and my Iloyal Boy. His brothers, all younger 
than himself, styled him, Old Jack, and Gentleman 
.lack. He had a wonderful power of attaching 
animals of all kinds. Nothing moved him to anger 
so readily as seeing one ill-used. Beating a horse 
savagcdy would excite his disgust, as well as his 
dislike to the person who did it. Not having a 
dog, ho used to take a fine cat we had, which 
would accompany him to any distance in the fields, 
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'tact Inmt the liedges and hedgerows for him. 
Never feeling that I could have too much of his 
company, 1 frequently made him my companion in 
long country walks, during which he incessantly 
asked for information. For the science of astro* 
Homy he evinced an early taste. When a very 
little boy, 1 began to teach him the names and 
positions of the principal constellations, the revo- 
lutions of the earth on itp axis, and the fixity of 
the polar star. I believe we were the first to 
notice a comet in 1845, which was only a short 
time visible here, having a south declination, and 
which we afterwards knew to have been a fine 
object in the Southern hemisphere. 

At the age of eleven he went h) school at 
Ashburton. Although the distance was .not more 
than six miles from the cottage of Ipphrpen, my 
then general place of residence, it was with nmdi 
reluctance that I consented to the separation. 
Several friends urged on me that I was not doing 
him justice by keeping him at home ; that a jiuhlic 
seminary where he could mix with other boys was 
an advantage, even though ho might not learn 
more. It also happened that, at this time, a gentle- 
man with whom I had been long acquainted, and of 
whose talents I held a high opinion, was elected to 
the head-mastership of that school, which held its 
chief endowments from Gifford, the satiric potd, 
and Dr. Ireland, the late Dean of Westminster. I 
Ximembeo' how I returned in gloomy spirits after 



Htft CONDUCT THERE. 


leaving him there. As I bad four other children, 
it may be said that 1 showed undue partiality for 
this one, but my conscience clears me from the 
charge. I deeply felt the loss of his companion* 
ship. He was so suggestive that he set me think- 
ing ; and whilst I was endeavouring to teach, I 
acijuired more knowledge than I imparted. There 
was nothing remafkable in his progress at school. 
I experienced no disaj^ointment because he did 
not return home at the end of every half-year with 
tlie head prize. He merely brought his six months’ 
bill, and a letter commending his steady diligence 
and uniform propriety of conduct. In vivk voce 
examinations be had scarcely an equal chance with 
one of inferior intellect who might be quicker in 
expros.sion ; for besides the trifling hesitation of 
speech I have already noticed, he would have been 
asliamed to give a wrong answer from eagerness. 
A remark (if Mr. Page, his tutor, cunflrmed me in 
my own pi'cvious impression on this point. “It 
vex<'s me,” he said, “ that John does not take a 
to]) prize, for I see by his countenance that he 
umlerstamLs a.s much, if not more, than any boy in 
my seliool ; yet from want of readiness in answering 
li(! allows very inferior lads to win the tickets from 
him.” On the whole, I think he derived much 
benefit from Ashburton ; for besides his scholastic 
improvement be became an adept at the usual 
games, iuid a social favourite out of school hours. 

At the age of sixteen he left the grammar- 
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VISIT TO THE GREAT EXHIBITION. 


school, and I find the 30th of May, 1850, to be the 
date of his articles to me as surgeon. I had at 
that time taken a partner, Heniy Manly, Esq., now 
resident at Ipplepen, with a view of introducing 
and resigning to him my Ipplepen practice. Being 
in a country place, five miles from Totnes, where 
there was no chemist or dispensary, my son readily 
acquired his duties, which wer4 to distribute the 
medicines and appliances /lirected for our j)atients 
by my partner and myself. In all cases hi.s cau- 
tion was extreme and we had no fear of his making 
mistakes. The ordinary operations of extracting 
a tooth or breathing a vein when a bumpkin pre- 
sented himself as a patient, he speedily mastered. 
The absurd practice of going to bo bled on any 
occasion that might strike the fancy of tlie j)arty, 
without the advice of the doctor, was not at that 
time so completely obsolete as in thi.s advance<] age 
I hope it is, and ought to be. I remember, during 
the time of my own article.s, that I frequently 
performed venesection five or .si.x times in a day 
on persons who requested and fancied they required 
it; and I seldom indulged in the liberty of asking, 
wherefore. 

In 1861, 1 took my son to London to show him 
the Cfreat Exhibition. His chief attractions there, 
were the instruments and mechanical inventions. 
If, after a day or two, I chanced to deviate from 
the leading thoroughfares and missed my way, he 
«#ould set me right in a moment. This was rather 
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mortifying to one who fancied himself well ac- 
quainted with London from frequent visits, but he 
smiled when, he saw 1 was not a true g^de. I 
asked him how he acquired this apt knowledge. 
“ On tlxe second day,” he replied, “ when you were 
out, I took the map and studied it for two hours, 
so that now I am well versed in it,” My subse- 
quent experience “made me think he had some in- 
stinctive power in matters like these, such as horses 
and carrier-pigeons possess, for the darkest night 
never baulked 'liiiu. On a visit to Windsor, being 
told that it was considered a feat to climb the 
statue of King George the Third at the end of the 
long w'alk, he accomplished it in a very short time. 
At Hampton Court he unravelled the mystery of 
the Afay.e in ten minutes and grew quite familiar 
wiili all its ins and outs. 

In the following spring, 1852, I took him again 
to London, at the opening of the session for 
nu-dical Htudents. As there was no anatomical 
class be studied that branch of science by visiting 
till- museum at Guy’s. Having myself been a 
student at that school, I introduced him to my late 
i»'.s|iected teacher, Charles Aston King, Esq., 
Ibrougli whom he obtained permission to attend. 
Surgical operations ho witnessed at the theatres of 
any hospital on the regular days. The only class 
he entered was that of practical chemistry, under 
Dr. John Stenhoxise, LL.D., at Bartholomew’s. 
When the course had nearly terminated, I saw 
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C^IPICATE FROM DR. STENH0U8E. 


Dr. Stenhouse, and inquired whether my son 
evinced any particular talent in that line. Dr. 
Stoihouse came from the lecture-room, and walked 
with me through Newgate-street into Cheapside, 
earnestly requesting me not to take from him one 
of the most promising pupils he had ever had. 
“I venture an assurance,” he said, “that in two 
yeans, in practical chemistry, he ‘will be second to 
few in England.” Dr. Stejihouse at that time was 
engaged in analyzing the different articles of food 
sold in the shops, and found my son useful and 
snggestive. His testimonial ran thus ; — 

have much pleasure in certrfy'ing that Mr. 
W. J. Wills attended a course of practical chemis- 
try at this medical school during the summur 
season of 1852. He obtained considerable pro- 
ficiency, and invariably distinguished hiin-self by 
great propriety of conduct. 

(Signed) “ Joiik Sthnuouhe, LL.D., 

Lecturer to the Me^licul </? 

St. Uartholuiitew*?} 

*^8ep1»mh0rUtylSr/2.^ 

At the house where he lodge*!, ke[rt l>v- an f»hl 
couple and their servant, he was as one of thoni- 
aelv^i, and amused them greatly by the discoverie.s 
he made of the tricks practised by vendors of 
goods in the street; tricks they had no idea of, 
al^umgh they had lived in London all their lives. 

used to say he would be i great genius in 
detective department of the Police. 
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CHAPTER II. 

My two sons leave F^ngland for Australia — Incidents of the Voyage — 
Extracts from Journal — Arrival at Port Phillip — Melbourne — Em- 
jdoytxl as ShephenLs in the Interior — Mode of Life — Melbourne in 
1853 — Advice to Immigrants — Descriptive Letters from the Bush. 

Druis'O the summer of 18i^)2, 1 formed the inten- 
tion of joining tlie exodus^ then pouring out from 
England to Australia. I had been in treaty with 
the “ Melbourne Gold Mining Company,” recently 
started, in which promising speculation, on paper, 
I held some shares. The late Earl of Devon was 
ehiiinnan. I was to go in the Sarah Sands, in 
my profe.ssional capacity. My two sons, William 
John, and his younger brother, were to accompany 
me; but on further investigation of the modus 
irpmuuU, I gave up all idea of attaching myself to 
the scheme, sold my shares at a slight discount, 
and engaged as medical attendant on the pas- 
sengers, taking my two sons with me, in a fine 
new ship, the Ballaurat, on her first voyage. This 
arrangement I considered finid. But a few days 
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MY TWO SONS LEAVE 


after William returned home, he came to me when 
I was sitting alone, engaged in writing, and with 
that expression in his countenance so peculiarly 
his own, said ; “ My dear father, I have a favour 
to ask of you.” “ My dear boy,” I replied, “ there 
is nothing you would venture to ask that I could 
possibly refuse.” “ Then,” continued he, “ it is 
this. I see my mother is grieving, althougli she 
says nothing, at our all. leaving her together. 
Let Tom and I go alone : I will pledge myself to 
take care of him.” After a consultation with my 
wife this new plan was agreed upon. I released 
myself from my engagement with Messrs. Simpkin 
and Marshall for the Ballaarat, and secured two 
berths for the boys in one of Mr. W. S. Lindsay’s 
ships, which at that time were conveying living 
freights to Melbourne, their Channel port of 
departure being Dartmouth. 

By the advice of Mr. Lindsay himself I tocdc 
steerage passages for them. He shrewdly r<- 
marked, “ They will be there as soon and as safely 
as the cabin-passengers, and their money will he 
saved.” This sounded so like an axiom in pnn.ti- 
cal economy that my dear Ijoy never attempted to 
argue the question. Having obtained j)ermission 
to knock two cabins into one, my sons considerably 
diminished their expenses, and had quite as agree- 
able a voyage as if they had paid sixty guineas 
each ; for I have lately learned by exjKjrieuce, in 
a homeward passage, that you have to put up with 
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companions in the cabin, as objectionable as can be 
imagined in almost any situation of life. 

At Dartmouth, a day .or two before the ship 
started, I found that William had expended some 
money on a quantity of stuff rolled up like balls of 
black ropeyarn. I exclaimed with astonishment, 
“ In tlie name of goodness, are you going to chew 
or smoke all the way to Australia ?” for the com- 
modity was the good old pig-tail tobacco. He said, 
smiling, “ This is to malce friends with the sailors : 
1 intend to leaVn something about a ship by the 
time we reach our destination.” I dare say the 
worthy skipper of the good ship Janet Mitchell, 
should he he still alive, has some recollection of 
him. His mode of proceeding, as he told me, was 
first to secure the good graces of the crew through 
the persuasive medium of the pig-tail ; then, to 
leni n tlie name and use of every rope, and of every 
part of the sliip’s tackle from stem to stern. He 
soon acquired the art of splicing and reefing, and 
was amongst the first to go aloft in a storm, and 
to lend a hand in taking in topsails. When I 
arrived in Melbourne at a later period, several of 
his fellow-passengers spoke to me with praise and 
wonder, referring to his activity, and readiness to 
leave an unfinished meal, on the slightest indica- 
tion of danger or difficulty. His journal of this 
voyage, is now before me, from which I extract a 
few remarks : — 

“ 1 852. October — Left Dartmouth — Slightly 



im^o» fiK)M wniiAiTB joinmA^ 

(Me for ihe first few da5r8«-Hj brother me<fe more 
80, but got right again — Foretopmast carried away 
by a eqnall, jnst at the-crosstrees, bringing down 
wifoi it the main top^Uant mast — * We look a 
predons wreck !’— Remember the Hon. Michael de 
Gonrey, brother of Lord Kingsale, saying to me on 
the quay at Dartmouth, the day before we sailed, 
that the first gale would carry away the fore-top- 
gallant mast — I believe the Janet Mitchell is quite 
a new ship, on her first voyage — The remark 
speaks well for the judgment of a young officer. 

J9M. — Sailors prigged some spirits in the hold 
and got very drunk — A passenger so drunk that 
he became mad, and was put in iron.s. 

** 20M. — Sailors not yet recovered from tla-ir 
drunkenness — A naval captain, passenger on 
board, insulted by one of them; struck him with 
Ids fist and cut his lace open. 

“ 22nd. — Fine weather — Getting hot — Lit. 
N. 21., Long. W. 36 — TVie Gre.at Bear getting 
low — Sunsets and risings very fine, particularly 
the former. 

“ November 1st . — Shark taken, of which I h.-nl a 
large share and rather enjoyed the novelty of the 
feed. 

“5th . — Crossed the Line — Sailors shaved and 
ducked a good many — Tom and I got olf very 
well. (Query — effects of the pig-tail ?) 

“ 16/A.-— Stormy weather — Obtained some hooks 
on navigation and studied trigonometry. 
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“20M and 2l8t. — Passed Triston da Onnlia, 
Inaccessible and Nightingale Islands, abont 37 
S. Lat., 12 Long. W. — Saw a great many whales, 
mostly sperm, thousands of. birds, albatross. Gape 
pigeon, and many others, the names of which 1 am 
ignorant of. 

“23rd. — A shoal of porpoises passed us. A 
sailor struck one, with a harpoon, but it got off 
again. They are of a salmon colour, no more like 
pigs than horses, just tlie shape of salmon, only 
much larger. In swimming they turn on their sides. 

“ Dcci'mhr l.v/. — Smart breeze this morning 
which soon increased to a gale — Assisted in furling 
fop-gsillant sail — sailors only half dressed — After 
bl eak fast, had to double reef top-sails and main- 
sjiil. I like reefing very much. 

“ 2nd. — Waves not so high as I expected. It is 
tnnusing to see how the birds ride them. 

“ 27tA. — Saw’ an eclipse of the moon last night, 
which lasted three hours; little more than three 
quarters wore eclipsed — Some of the passengers 
discontented with the provisions — wonder that 
some of them ever thought of leaving home. 

“ 1853. Jarmary Is/. — Saw land this morning — 
Reached Cape Otway in the afternoon ; much the 
a])pearance of Berry Head, with a slight haze on it 
— Coast to the west very like that about Dartmouth 
■ — Cliffs, high ; could fancy I saw Bock Vale.* 

• Tho rctwidoncG of a gentleman, near Dartmouth, with whom he had 
hum on a visit a short time before his departure. 
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“3rd. — Dropped anchor — Captain and Doctor 
going ashore will poet mj journal and our letters.” 

His own was short ^ 

•* Port Phillip, January 3rd, 1853. 

“ Mt ©bar Father, 

“ We have this morning dropped anchor, just 
off Williamstown. There are a fine set of ships 
here: amongst them are the Great Britain, Cleo- 
patra, Ballaarat, Aberfoil, and an immense number 
of others, great and small. The Great Britain 
leaves early to-morrow, so I cannot finish my 
letter. We have been ninety-five days on our 
passage. The Cleopatra -has only arrived two 
days. There are a great many vessels coming in. 
The day before yesterday we overtook and passed 
the Jane, and Truth, of London, which h'ft Ply- 
mouth a fortnight before we sailed from Dartmouth. 
I hear already that things are very dear in M(“l- 
boume. Our pilot says he gives 200/. a year for 
a small four-roomed cottage, two miles from ihe 
town.” 

To show how well prepared the young adveii- 
turer was for life in Australia, — notwithstanding 
-letters of introduction and means of obtaining 
money if required — after remaining only a few 
days in Melbourne, and disbursing but a small 
modioum of the limited supply of cash be had 
taken with him, anxious to see the interior of the 
Island Continent he obtained employment for, 
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In'niself and brother, a lad only fifteen years of 
age, at a large sheep station two hundred miles up 
the country. The following letter, dated Fe- 
bruary 12th, 1853, describes their proceedings to 
that date : — 

“ My DEAR Father, 

“We are at Deniliquin. And where in the 
world is fiiat ? you will say. AVell; it is about 
two hundred miles north from Melbourne, on the 
Kdward llivcr, in the New' South Wales district, 
and nearly five hundred miles from Sydney. The 
station belongs to the Iloyal Bank Company. We 
have engaged as shepherds at 30/. per annum each, 
and rations. We are very comfortable, in abut 

by ourselves, about four miles from the station. 

• • 

We have hetw'oen thirteen and tburteen hundred 
rams, ]iy jar the smallest and easiest flock, under 
(•III* ('barge. We take the hut-keeping and shej)- 
iK'vdiiig in turns. The hut- is a very nice one, 
bnilj of split wood, and roofed with bark. It is 
close beside a plea.sant creek or river, where there 
are jdenty of fish and ducks. I assure you we 
niak<‘ ourselves quite snug here. One of us rises 
almost as soon as it is light, gets some breakfast, 
and starts off with the sheep ; lets them feed about 
until ten o’clock, then brings them slowly home, 
where they He down until four ; after that, they 
go out again xmtil sunset. The other stays within 
lo ch'an up the hut and prepare the meals. We 

c 
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can kill a sheep when we like. The worst part 
serves for the dogs, of which we have three— a 
sheep dog, and two kangaroo dogs.f The latter 
are good, and keep off the native curs at niglit. 
The sheep dog was the only one the former owner 
had last year, to watch a flock of five thousand 
sheep. 

“But yon will want to hear. something of Mel- 
bourne and how we came here. The* first dis- 
coveiy we made after we got into port was, that 
we had to take ourselves and things ashore at our 
own expense. There was a good deal of fmss made 
about it to no purpose. It was four shillings each 
by steamer to Melbourne, and thirty shillings per 
ton for goods. It cost us about 'll. altogether. 
At Melbourne we found everything very dear ; 
no lodgings to be had, every place full. At 
length we were offered lodgings at sixty shillings 
a week, to be paid in advance, and twenty-fi\o 
persons sleeping in the same r<X)m ; hut wo pre- 
ferred the Immigrant’s Home, a government affair, 
just fitted up for the accommodation of new-comers, 
where you pay one shilling a night, and find your- 
self. You must not stay more than t(;n days. Wo 
-got there on Friday and remained until the Satur- 
day week following. We then obtained this situa- 
tion, and started on the same afternoon. Twenty- 

♦ Kot lha iwui* There were a few others ke|)t for the purism. I shiy hI 
a few days with them, when f went out myself, at the cimI cjrf rite year. 

t They had a horse when I vmted them, but tM, I condude, at tin? 
time when this letter was written. 
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three of us came up together. Drays were pro- 
vided to carry our luggage, but we ourselves had 
to walk. We were three weeks on the journey, 
through the bush, sleeping, of course, m the open 
air.” 

He then proceeds to describe Melbourne, as it 
then was: — 

“ Melbourne is* situated, as you know, on the 
Yarra Yarra,* which has not nearly so large a 
bed as the Dart, although more navigable. It is 
narrow but very deep, and so far resembles a 
canal rather than a river. The town, or city, as 
tliey call it, is situated low, but laid out on a good 
scale. The streets arc very wide, and I think 
when filled with houses it will be a fine place; 
hut what, spoils tlu' appearance now is, the number 
of wooden buildings they arc throwing up, as they 
•'aiiiiot g«-t workmen for others. When we M^erc 
then', butter was from two .shillings and fourpence 
to tlina' shillitigs per pound, bread fourpence, milk 
eight pence' per [)int, vegetables enormous, butcher’s 
meat and sugar, as at home. Fruit very dear; a 
shilling would not purchase as much as a penny in 
Fiiglaud. Heer and porter, one shilling per pint 
in Melbourne, but from two shillings to two and 
sixpence here. The town of Melbourne is all on 
one side of the river, but on the opposite bank is 
(Canvas I’own, connected with Melbourne by a 
good bridge of one arch. Canvas Town takes its 

* A native term, which means “always running.” 

c 2 
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name from being entirely composed of tents, except 
a few wooden erections, such as a publio-liouse, and 
the Immigrant’s Home, where we had lotlged. I 
do not like Melbourne in its present state. You 
are not safe . out after sundown, and in a short 
time you will not be safe during the day. There 
were some men taken out of the river drowned, 
suspected to have been murdered, and several 
attempts at robbery, while we were there. 1 sold 
my box of chemicals, a^ter taking out what I 
wanted, for 4Z., and the soda-water apj)aratus for 
2/. 6«. I also sold some books that we could not 
carry, but got nothing for them. Scientific works 
do not take. The people who buy everything here 
are the gold-diggers, and they want story ]>ooks, 
A person I know brought out 100/. worth of nn»ve 
serious reading, and sold the lot for 16/. 

“We started from Mell>oume o:. a Saturdav, 
with the drays, eight- bullocks to eacli, laden tm- 
tirely with the luggage of the party, twenty-three 
in number. We made only five or six miles that 
afternoon, and slept under sonte gum trees. Otir 
clothes were nearly saturated with dew ; hut tv.^ we 
advanced farther inland, the dews decreased, and 
in a night or two there was no sign of them. The 
land for a few miles is dry and sandy, hut iinproves 
as you proceed. The woods extensive, s^jmetime-s 
without interval for two or three days’ march. 
There was no scarcity of water, except for the first 
fifteen miles, after leaving Melhonme. We en- 
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joyed the journey much, and shot many birds, 
which constituted our principal food. Ducks 
abound in the creeks,* and up this way there are 
fine white cockatoos, which are good eating, and 
about the size of a small fowl. There is also a 
bird very plentiful here which they call a magpie. 
It is somewhat the colour of our magpie, but larger, 
and without the long tail ; easily shot and eatable, 
and feeds, I believe, much like our wood-pigeon8.f 
The pigeon here is a beautiful bird, of a delicate 
bronze colour, tinged with pink about the neck, and 
the wings marked with green and purple. They 
are tame, and nicer eating than those at home. 
Where we are, we have abundance of food ; plenty 
t»f mutton, and we can get a duck, pigeon, or 
cockatoo, wlienever we like, almost without going 
out of sight of our hut, besides a good supply of 
fish in the river; Murrjiy cod, which in the 
Murray are said sometimes to weigh eighty 
l>uutuls, but in our creeks generally run from two 
to twelve ; also a kind of mussel, and a fish like a 
lobster, not quite so large, but good eating.J 
“ Every one who comes out does a very foolish 
tiling in bringing such a quantity of clothes that 
he never wants. All you require, even in Mel- 
bourne, is a blue shirt, a pair of duck trousers, a 
straw hat or wide-awake, and what they call a 
jumper here. It is a kind of outside shirt, made 
of plaid, or anything you please, reaching just 

* Wai^frcourscs, running in flood timei but partially dry in dry seasons* 

t It feeds lunre dh insects. % Ci-awflah ; the river lobster 
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below the hips, and fastened round the waist with 
a belt. It would he a very nice dress for Charley.* 
I should wear it myself if I were ip England. It 
ought to be made with a good-sized collar, and 
open at the breast, like a waistcoat, only to button 
at the neck, if required. We brought out the 
wrong sort of straw hat, as they are only fit for 
summer, but we sold all but two. One I made 
six shillings of, but the cabbage-tree hat is worth 
a pound. No one should bring out more than he 
can carry on his back, except it be to sell. I5<K>ts 
and shoes are at a great price, Imt they should 
be thick and strong. Wages are very high lor 
butchers, carpenters, and bak<irs. A butcher's Ixy 
can get 3/. a week, with board and lodging. Ihd- 
lock-drivers get the same. Innkeepers are muking 
fortunes. I know a public-liouse, not largi r than 
the ‘Two Mile Oak,’f that cleared .500/. in three 
months, so it was reported. Sydney, I lieur, is as 
cheap to live in as London. As to the diggings, 
I cannot say much about them; I have seen many 
who have made money there, and many wljo hasa- 
lost it again. It is generally spent as fast as it is 
got. I hope we shall send you .som«', specinanis of 
'gold dust soon. Please to give my love t<> mv 
mother and all at home. 

“ From your affectionate and dutiful son, 

“ W. J. Wills. " 

• His youngest brother, at home. 

t A small public-hooso between Totiii’s ii«'l Nt!'vk.(i. 
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His subsequent letters were of the same kind, 
descriptive of his management in his shepherd’s 
life in the bush. He tells how he converted legs 
of mutton into excellent hams by pickling and 
smoking them ; and how he also obtained pre- 
serves of melons, by sowing seeds which produced 
abundantly. The flies and ants were their greatest 
torment, particularly the former. The heat was 
not great, as there was a constant breeze from one 
quarter or another. Defliliquin is in between 35® 
and 36° S. latitude. The trees are almost exclu- 
sively gum trees, but they differ in appearance and 
leaves, according to age and locality. This gives 
the appearance of variety, when, in fact, there is 
none. The wood is hard and splits easily. The 
hark is tough and thick, and can be converted into 
canoes by closing the ends of a piece taken from 
half the circumference of a tree, and tying a cord 
round the centre to keep it from spreading. The 
colour is of a heautiful red. A moisture some- 
times exudes from the leaves in such abundance as 
to eoiivey the idea of an animal having been slain 
utuler the hrajtches. It has the smell of carraways 
and is agreeably sweet. “How it would delight 
liessy and Hannah,” (his young sisters, then quite 
children), he says, “ to go into the woods, picking 
up comfits under the trees !” 

He then speaks of the blacks in that district; 
of their habits and ideas; but expresses a low 
opinion of their intellectual powers, and thinks 
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Kttle can be done with them, tn May, he wrote 
to his mother and myself conjointly, fearing his 
former communications might not have reached us, 
and briefly recapitulating their purport. I after- 
wards heard at Deniliqiiin that he had successfully 
performed a surgical operation. A shearer had 
run the point of his shears into the neck of a 
sheep, and opened the carotid arterj'. !My son 
having a small pocket case of instruments, secured 
the vessel and saved the animal. I remember 
when it was considered a triumph in practice to 
effect this on a human subject. The letter I am now' 
alluding to concludes by lioping that we were all 
as comfortable at home as he and bis brotlier were 
in the bush. He never tired of expatiating on 
the beauties of Australia and its climate. His 
next, in August, gave a more extended account of 
local peculiarities and features. Denilifjuin is at 
this time ( 1862 ) a place of considcralde iiri}»oi t- 
ance, with a thriving population. The islatid on 
which ray sons shepherded their rams is tbnnt il 
by two branches of the Edward Hiver, wbicb is 
itself a branch of the Murray. 
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I am VO in Australia — Join my two Sons at tlu?ir Sheep-station — Return 
!•> Moll"»unio ainl Homovo to Ualhuimt — Visit to Mr. Skent — My son 
Survoyini^ — Hi.s mpi<l proficiency — Api)ointc(i to fake char^:re 
of a I*arty — Letters on various subjt‘Cts to his Mother and •Brother at 
Home. 

lx the montli of August, 1853, I reached Mel- 
liourue, alter a good voyage, having obtained an 
appointment as superintending surgeon of a 
govenummt emigrant ship, commanded by Cap- 
tain Young, a perfect sailor, and a gentleman. I 
sliall always remember with pleasurable feelings. 
.Mort' than two months elapsed before I could 
discover where my sous were. Having, at length, 
ascertained tlu'ir locality, I purchased a horse and 
performed the journey in four days, resting one 
day on the road, at the station of Mr. Jefferies, on 
t ln^ (.^impuspe. I started at daylight, and made my 
fifty miles before halting, as I generally did about 
two p,M. I arrived at the shepherds’ hut at five 
o'clock on a beautiful summer’s evening,, having 
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remained two hours at the hotel at Deniliquin to 
refresh. 

Bobberies on the road— stickihgs up as they are 
called — were rife at this period. Thefts also were 
common at the resting-houses. A gentleman who 
arrived at this hotel, not Jong before I was there, 
took the saddle off his hoise, and placed it under 
the verandali : when he returned, after leading his 
animal to a paddock hard by, he missed the saddle, 
which he supposed had been removed by some 
person belonging to the bouse, and threw down 
his bridle on the same place. After taking scmie- 
thing to drink with the landlord he said, “ ^'ou 
have got my saddle.” — “ No.” “ 1 left it under 
the verandah, where I have just placed my Inidhi." 
On going out to show the spot, the bridle also had 
disappeared: both stolen. A good .sa<ldle and 
bridle at that time would* fetch twenty ponmls 
readily. 

At the station I took a native black for iny 
guide. lie brought me to a place where my botM- 
had nearly to swim across the creek, pointed to a 
dry path, exclaimed, “There.” then turned In’vi 
own animal and rode off. I followed tlie track for 
ahout three miles, and found myself in front f>f the 
hut. My sons were both at home. 'I’om called 
the attention of his brother to my approach. They 
appeared as much astonished as he descrilK-s tin; 
blacks near the Gulf of Carpentaria to have becj* 
at sight of himself and companions. Presently 
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came the recognition, a shout of joy, and a greet- 
ing such as may readily be imagined, on the part 
of two boys on seeing the father they had not long* 
before supposed to be -separated from them by 
some sixteen thousand miles. 

A few days after, we all left Deniliquin, each 
mounted on a horse, my sons having first dis- 
interred their money, buried at the foot of a gum 
tree on a hillock which they considered as a safe 
bank of deposit. It was their intention to have 
made a present of the greatest part, 100/., to their 
mother, on the first eligible opportunity of for- 
warding it. On our way back we paid a visit 
to the liendigo diggings. William here evinced 
his skill as an explorer by loading us, with the 
aid of his compass, through a trackless bush, by 
which we saved a circuit of several miles. At 
Matihisun's hotel, on the CamiMispe river, where 
\\e lialti'd jur the night, an amusing conversation 
oeeiiired. Iiv the evening there was a great 
gathering of all nations in the parlour. I under- 
took to tell the difl'erent parties of English, by' 
llioii’ tlialeei, from what particular quarter they 
eanie. A ])erson present, who articulated with 
mtieh diflieulty from having nearly lost the roof 
of liis mouth, declared that he would defy any one 
to idojitify him by his speech. We all agreed 
that it exceeded our powers, when he informed us 
with a great effort that he was “a Kashman,” 
meaning Scotchman. 
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On our return to Melbourne, we made prepara- 
tions for a removal to Ballaarat. William remained 
%rith me at the latter place for twelve months, 
attending to any patient that might come in my 
absence. He also opened a gold office adjoining 
my tent and did very well. Here he perfected 
a plan of his own for weighing specimens con- 
taining quartz and gold, in water, so as to find 
the quantity of each component. But he was 
ever pining for the bush. The “ busy haunts of 
men” had no attraction for him. He preferred 
the society of a few to that of many, but the 
study of nature was his passion. His love was 
fixed on animals, plants, and the starry firmament. 
With regard to medicine, he used to say tluit it 
was not clear and defined in practice. He wanted 
to measure the scope of a disease, and to supjdy 
the remedies by mathematical rule. He saw, too, 
that medical men were less valued for tlieir real 
worth than for their tact in winning eonfideneo 
through the sedulity of the public. This was 
particularly exemplified in a gold-field, where thf 
greatest impostors obtained credit for a time. 1 1 is 
thoughts and conversation also constantly re- 
verted to the interior, and to tlie hope that Ik^ 

• would one day undertake the journey to the (Juli 
of Carpentaria. He was anxiously looking out 
for a movement in that direction, then often 
talked of. 

About this period he made a pedestrian ex- 
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cursion to the Wannon, to sojourn for a short time 
with a Mr. Skene, a most worthy gentleman, now 
no more. He was actively employed at that 
place, and wrote to me frequently, describing the 
family, to which he was much attached, the whim- 
sicalities of his landlord — a thorough old Scotian, 
who amused himself by waking the echoes of the 
wilderneas with thc’hagpipes,— the noble fern trees 

and the fine black cockatoos. He also continued 

0 

his practice in surgery, but I believe he made no 
charge, as, not l»eing duly licensed, he considered 
he had no right to do so. He returned to 
I’allaarat in consequence of a communication 
through me, from an American gentleman named 
( atherw(x»d. On receipt of my letter he lost not 
an hour, sliouldcred his swag (blankets, kit, &c.), 
took lca\'c of Mr. Skene and himily, and walked 
io IJallaarat, sleeping one night in the bush, by the 
way. On the 22nd of April, 1805, he wrote thus 
1(1 liis mother : 

" My ni:AK Motukr, 

“ 1 had the plesisure of receiving a letter from 
you a fortnight since. I was at Moora Moora 
(hen, as you will see by a letter I wrote just before 
1 came down here, in the hope of joining a party 
(hat is 8jx)ken of as about to explore -the interior 
ol' the country, which you appear to have such a 
dread of. It seems uncertain whether they will 
go at all. As to what you say about people being 
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gtftrved to death in the bush, no doubt it would bo 
rather disagreeable. But when you talk of being 
killed in battle, I ai^ almost ashamed to read it. 
If every one had such ideas wc should have no 
one going to sea for fear of being drowned ; no 
travellers by railway for fear the engine should 
burst ; and all would live in the open air for fear 
of the houses falling in. I wish you would read 
Coombe-’s ‘ Constitution of Man.’ As regards some 
remarks of yours on })eople’8 religious opinions, 
it is a subject on which so many differ, that I am 
inclined to Pope’s conclusion who says — 

*** For intxlcs of faith lot zealots ; 

His can’t be wrong wh(.i«e life is in the rigiit 

and I think w'c cannot have a better guide to otu 
actions than ‘to do unto others as we would It 
done by.’ 

“ Ever your afffjctitjtialij sttu, 

“W. .1. Wil l.-. 

“P.S. If I go, I will write again before .starting." 

The expedition he here sjKjaks of turned <tur 
a mere venture to obtain cash, and notbiug chum- 
of it. He remained but a short time at Hallaarai. 
and never idle. In a month he (;omplete<l a 
wooden addition to my residence, building tin* 
sides, and shingling the roof in a most workman- 
like manner. It was perfectly weatherproof, and 
stood good for some years, being only taken down 



STUDIES SUBYBYINO UNDER Mb. TAYLOB. 81 

when an alteration in the line of the street rendered 
its removal necessary. He now wished to study 
surveying. My acquaintance with Mr. Taylor, 
district surveyor at Ballaarat, obtained for him an 
admission as an amateur into his o6Sce. He there 
set to work with his characteristic industry to 
perfect himself in trigonometry and Euclid ; draw- 
ing find mapping* in the office by day, and work- 
ing liard ill his own room by night. On rising 
from bed in the morning, I have found him 
sitting as I luul left liiiii, working out his point, 
for he never deserted anything he had once taken 
up until he ma'^tered it. At the expiration of a 
few montlis, Mr. Taylor promised me to introduce 
him to a gentleman in the survey department 
named liyerly, with a view to reciprocal services. 
On the 20th of August, 1856, he speaks for 
himself in a letter to his mother from Glendaruel ; 

■ M v i)K.\ii Motjikr, 

1 have at length found time to write to you. 
You will no doubt expect a long letter after so 
much <lelay, Imt I am afraid you will be disap- 
pointed, as long letters are not my forte. In your 
last, you asked me to send Bessy any information 
1 could. I can assure you I shall be most happy 
to do so, and to encourage her taste fbr knowledge 
as much as lies in my power. I send her Bon- 
wick’s ‘ Geography of Australia,’ which is a very 
useful little book, and in most instances correct. 
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Yon must not look upon it as infallible. For 
instance, be' says Lake Burrambeet is in the 
Pyrenees, whereas it is more than twenty miles 
from those mbuntains. But this may be a mis- 
}mnt. I would recommend you to let the children 
learn drawing. I do not mean merely sketching, 
but perspective drawing, with scale and compasses. 
It is a very nice amusement, and may some day 
be found extremely useful. There is another 
thing would do them much good, if they should 
happen to have a taste for it : this is Euclid. Not 
to learn by heart, but to read so as to understand 
it. Mathematics generally, and Euclid, and Algcbm 
in particular, are the best studies young peo]>le can 
undertake, for they are the only things we can 
depend on as true, (of course I leave tlie Bible 
out of the question). Christian and Ifcathen, 
Mahometan and Mormon, no matter Avhat fln ir 
religious faith may Iwi, agree in rnathemalics, if in 
nothing else. But 1 must noAv tell you soniethirijL'^ 
of your undutifiil son. I am learning surveying 
under Mr. F. Byerly, a very siqKjrior man indeed. 
In fact 1 could not have had a better master harl 
he been made to order, for he is a first-rate 
suiyeyor, and we are exactly suited to each otl» r 
in our general ideas ; and this, to tell the truth, 
is a riire chance- for me. 

“l am getting 150/. per annum, and rations, hut 
I hope in twelve months to liave a j>arty of my 
own. It is just the sort of life for me, nearly 
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always in the bush marking out land for sale, or 
laying down unknown parts. It is quite a dif- 
ferent thing from surveying in England. Glen- 
darucl is fifteen miles from Ballaarat. I saw the 
Doctor and Tom a few days since. They were- 
quite well ; I hope you are so also. Love to all. 

“ Your affectionate son, 

« W. J. Wills.” 

He was appointed to thfe charge of a field party 
lefore the time ‘he expected. I was anxious to 
give him a set of surveying instruments, and 
requested him to send me a list and an order to 
the best London maker for such as he wanted. 
He transmitted the following letter, which marks 
the prtigress of his knowledge, to be forwarded to 
Messrs. Troughton and Sims, Fleet Street. I 

ol.taiiK'd it very recently from that house. 

“ March 20th, 1867. 

“ Sir?, 

“ I shall be much obliged by your executing 
tin- following order as quickly as possible, and at 
v<»ur most reasonable prices. 

1. One four-inch theodolite, best •• <*• 

construction . , , . 21 0 0 

2. One of Troughton’s best reflect- 

itig circles, eight-inch radius, 

divided on silver , . . 23 0 0 

3. One prismatic compass, three and 

a-half inch, with silver ring . 6 6 0 

D 
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4. One six-inch semicirculsr pro- *• 

tractor, with Vernier . .330 

5. One glass plane artificial hori- 
zon, ordnance pattern . .440 

6. One brass rolling parallel ruler, 
two feet long ; must not weigh 
less than five pounds 

7. One twelve-inch brass sector . 10 0 

8. One set of six-ineh ivory plot- 

ting-scales, with ofiset scales 
complete . . .• .400 

9. Two steel straiglit-edges, tlircc 
feet each. 

10. Four sixty feet land cliains. 

11. One small compact ca.se of good 

sector-jointed, drawing instru- 
ments with ivory parallel ruler 3 3 u 

12. One very small achromatic tele- 
scope of the .stronge.st make, 
not to exceed six inches in 

length, when clo.sed . . ] (i u 

13. A small chemical blowpijxi with 
ivory mouthpiece, and two pla- 
tina tips; also some platina foil 
and wire . 

14. Two Nautical Almanacs, iH.oH 
and 1859. 

Leather cases and straps for 
theodolite, circle, and pri.smat ie 
compass. A catalogue of instrti- 
mente with prices. 
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“ N.B. I should wish the theodolite and circles 
to be packed very differently from the usual way, 
as many instruments are seriously injured by the 
box warping either inwards or outwards ; in the 
one case pressing too much on the instruments, 
and in the other, which is worse, leaving them 
too much space, .so that they shake about when- 
ever the box is cafried. The consequence is that 
the screws loosen, the glasses fall out of the 
telescojies, and the instruments become unfit for 
use just when ’they are most wanted. I think 
these evils may be avoided by having the parts of 
the box which touch any instrument well padded 
witli the most elastic materials, and for it to be 
siij (ported entirely on steel springs, strong enough 
to keep h lirnily in its place, and with sufficient 
]day to allow the box to warp without injury to 
any of the contents. I also wish an improvement 
in the stand of the theodolite, which ought not to 
Ik* smaller than that of the five-inch one, and the 
joints made of the metals least likely to sustain 
damage tVom friction. The cap-picce should be 
neai ly twice the depth, vertically,' and cut out of 
one solid piece of metal. I subjoin a sketch of it, 
with the dimensions. It may be made of what- 
e\'er metal you think proper. There is no harm 
in having iron about it, because we seldom require 
to use the needle. My reason for wanting this 
improvement is, that the legfs get loose so quickly 
from the wearing away of brass, and that the 

D 2 
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many email eurfacee in contact are too dispro- 
portionate to their length. Strength and dura- 
bility are of far more consequence than lightness, 
as we have not the facilities for getting things 
repaired here that you have in England. The 
figures I have placed opposite to the instruments 
described are not supposed to be- the exact prices, 
but merely suggested as guides. I hope you will 
do the best you can with the improvements men- 
tioned, especially in the mode of packing the 
larger articles. Please also to insure them to tic; 
full value. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ GcTitlemen, 

“ Your obedient servant, 

“ W. J. Wji.i.s." 

He then in a postscript makes some siiggi stions 
as to the graduation of the scales. TImj instru- 
ments were sent out in the sliortest possi Ide t ina and 
gave great satisfaction. On departing for his lust 
fatal expedition, he requested me, should In; not 
return, to give 'all his remtiining instniinents to 
his friend Mr. Byerly, for whom his liigh esti- 
mation never aljated. This injunction I fulfiihd 
as far as in my power. Any person who may 
happen to be in charge of some that I laid not, 
■will I trust deliver them to their lawful owner, 
Frederick Byerly, Esq., Surveyor, Melbounie. 

About the time I am now refeiTing to, I was 
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often congratulated by gentlemen of the Survey- 
ing Department, who were acquainted with my 
son, on his rapid progress in the difficult branches of 
the science. One, in particular, said : “ I consider it 
wonderful that your son should have mastered this 
business almost by his own exertions, whilst I 
have cost my father nearly a thousand pounds in 
JUngland, under first-rate teachers, and am glad 
to go to him for information on many points.” 
!Mr. Byerly too, who is not given to flatter, when 
I thanked him ‘for having so ably instructed and 
hrouglit my son forward in so short a time, replied : 

“ Don't thank me ; I really believe he has taught 
me quite as much as I have taught him.” In 
my own experience, his queries and suggestions 
led me to investigate many things, which I had 
slightly considered, without thoroughly under- 
standing them. He had a rare gift of ascertaining 
in a v('ry short time the use of any instrument 
l»ut into his liands, and could detect at a glance 
its defects, if such existed. In the early part- of 
ls:»s, a gentleman who had made errors in his 
surveys asked him to look over some of his instru- 
ments. William, on hiking one into his hand, 
said at once, with a smile : “ If you work with this, 
you will find many errors.” “That is why I 
asked .) ou,” replied the owner. “I have been 
surveying with it, and have committed nothing 
lint mishikcH.” So much were people in the habit 
of |>raiHing him, that it carried my thoughts back 
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to mj Latin Grammar, ant) the quotation from 
Torence:- 

Bona dioere et laudare fortnnas mens, 

Qui gnatom baberem tali ingenio pneditum/* 


For himself, he was perpetually lamenting to me 
that at school he had not received more mathe- 
matical instruction ; that the time spent in cl{issics 
exclusively, was, for many, time thrown away. But 
I must do his late master .the justice of saying, that 
when he first received him under his tuition, he 
showed little fondness for mathematics in general, 
although he had a taste for algebra. The two 
following letters, to his brother and mother, 
bearing the same date, in the spring of 1858, 
were despatched from the out-station wlierc be was 
engaged in a survey. 

“St. AriKiiit], April lOtlt, 

“ Bear Charley, 

“I do not think you liave written a better to 

me since we have been out liere. It gave hk.' 
« 

much pleasure to see yours to the Doctor. 1 wisli 
you could be here, instead of working for 40 /. or 
501 . a year at home, out of which you can .sav<‘ 
very little. Here you might be getting at h ast 
100/., and nothing to find yourself but clothes. 
But it will not do for you to come until the Doctor 
goes home. I want you to write and tell me if 
you have any taste for any particular profession, 
and if you have been making good use of your 
spare time, in reading useful works. Yon should 
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remember never to waste a minute; always be 
doing something. Try and find out what things 
you have most taste for, as they are what you 
should study most ; but get a general knowledge 
of all the sciences. Whatever else you learn, don’t 
forget mathematics and the sciences more impie- 
d lately deduced from them, (at the head of which 
stands astronomy,)* if you have any love of truth — 
and if you have not, you have none of your 
mother's blood in you. Mathematics are the 
foundation of all truth as regards practical science 
in tliis world ; they are the only things that 
ean be demonstrably proved ; no one can dispute 
tliem. In geology, chemistry, and even in 
astronomy, there is more or less of mere matter of 
opinion. .For instance, in astronomy we do not 
Icnow for certain what the sun or stars ai’e made 
of, or what tlic spots are on the sun, and a few 
(h taiis of that kind ; but the m,ain mathematical 
]>rinciples cannot be. disputed. The distance and 
size c)f tlie sun or of any of the planets can be 
proviHl ; tlic length of their days and years, and 
rven th(’! wtn’glit of the matter of which they are 
(onijioseJ. Such things will probably appear to 
you impossible, if you have read nothing of them; 

I specially when you hear that the sun is ninety-five 
jiiilliiuis of miles off, and that the planet Neptune, 
which is the farthest known planet from the sun, 
is at such a distance that the light of the sun takes 
II bout five hours to reach it; that is, the sun is 
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actually five hours above the horizon before the 
people there see it rjse. Its distance is 2850 
millions of miles, and the sun as seen by them is 
not larger than Venus appears to us when an 
evening star. And although this planet is so 
dii^nt that it can only be seen with large 
telescopes, they can not only compute its distance 
and size, but also the mass of matter of which it is 
composed. But you will find all this thrown into 
the shade by the way in which it was discovered. 
As I may be telling you what you know already, 
I will merely state, that from observed perturba- 
tions in the course of the planet Uranus, it was 
supposed that another planet was in existence 
beyond it; and two competitors set to work to 
calculate its size, situation, &c. The result was, 
the discovery of this other planet within a h-w 
minutes of the place pointed out by tliein, and its 
size, &c., not very different from what they est i- 
mated it at. But besides tliis, astronomy includes 
matters more intimately mixed up with our every- 
day affairs. In the Nauticfil Almanacs, which :tr<- 
constructed for several years in advance, tlic 
situations and nearly everything connected with 
the different planets are Calculated for evtuy fla\ 
in the year, and can Ije found, if re<|Tiired, for an v 
minute in any day you please, for 10,000 years 
to coine. Also the eclipses of the sun or moon, 
with the exact moment at which they will com- 
mence or end, at any s|)Ot on the earth ; the exa< t 
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portion eclipsed, or, in fact, anything about it you 
like to mention for any given number of years in 
advance. Not only this, but you can find the 
eclipses of Jupiter’s moons with the same pre- 
cision. Now is there anything to be compared 
w'ith this ? But if astronomy led to no other end 
than the mere gaining of knowledge, or the 
assistance of commerce, it would take a far lower 
stand than it is really eptitled to. As the great 
object of the science is the correction of error and 
the investigation of truth, it necessarily leads all 
those that feel an interest in it to a higher appre- 
ciation and desire for truth ; and you will easily 
perceive that a man having a knowledge of all 
these vast worlds, so much more extensive than 
our own, .must bo capable of forming a far higher 
estimate of that Almighty Being who created all 
these wonders, than one who knows nothing more ' 
tlian the comj)aratively trifling things that sur- 
round us on earth. 

“ I send you 3l., with which you are to get the 
following hooks f)r yourself and the girls : 

Dr. Lardner’sMusiium of Science and «• <*• 
Art, in si.x double volumes ... 1 1 0 

Ohiunl)ers’ Mathematics, Parts 1 and 2, 
ji nil ( fliaml »ers* Mtithcmatical Tables, 
each ...030 

A Nauticsil Almanac for next year .026 

The Art of Reasoning, or the Prin- 
ciples of .Logic, by Samuel Niel .046 
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Twelve planispheres, forming a guide 
to the stars for every night in the 
year, with an introduction ... 0 6 6 

'* ‘ Lardner’s Museum of Science and Art ’ is one 
of the best books that has ever been written. It 
includes a general knowledge of nearly everything 
YOU can think of, and will be as useful to Bessy 
and Hannah as to you. 

“ ‘ Chambers’ Mathematics,’ contain all that yo\i 
are likely to require in that branch, with tl»e 
exception of Euclid and Algebra, both of which 
you must get, unless you have them. You will 
need some one to assist you and explain points in 
the mathematics and algebra, otherwise your 
progress will he very slow. But remember that 
whenever you have puzzled over a problem for 
some time, and cannot understand it, do not give 
it up altogether, but leave it for a few days or 
weeks and then try it again. It will then, \erv 
likely, appear quite simple, and you will lie 
astonished that you did not make it out bel'orc. 
You will find the ‘Nautical Almanac’ very use- 
ful, not only in giving you an i«li-a of astoino- 
mical problems, but also for aseeu taiiiiug Ibe j>ar- 
ticulars of any strange stars you may see, or wberc 
to look for the different planets, &c. With fin- 
help of the twelve maj»s you jvill soon Im- ai - 
quainted with all the principal fixe<l stars, 

“ You should carefully study tlie ‘ Art of Iteason- 
ing/ as it is what most people arc very delicient in, 
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and I know few things more disagreeable than to 
argue, or even converse with a man who has no 
idea of inductive and deductive philosophy. ‘After 
getting the books I have mentioned, yon may 
Bj)end the balance in any others you please, but 
remember, they must be scientific ones. If you 
write to Walton and Maberley, 27 Ivy Lane, 
Paternoster Row, they will send you a catalogue 
of books published by tjiem, in which you will 
find descriptions of nearly all that 1 have men- 
tioned and plenty of others. You can order those 
you want direct from them, or get them through 
a local stationer. I expect you to acquire some 
practice at printing, and ornamental writing, in 
the Bank. If you have a steady hand, you should 
exercise yoiirself at it as much as possible, and 
loam mechanical drawing at the same time, 
draftsmen get w'ell paid out here, and are greatly 
in (h‘man<l. Being able to print neatly and evenly 
is the main point; all the rest is easily learned. 
.My band is very unsteady, as you may see by my 
writing; I do not tbink I shall ever be able to 
write a decent, band. One other piece of advice 
I must give you before I shut up; ^hat is, never 
1 ry to show off your knowledge, especially in 
.scicniifn* matters. It is a sin that certain persons 
w<; know have U'cn guilty of. The first step is to 
b arn your own ignorance, and if ever you feel 
inclined to make a display, you may be sure that 
you have as yet learned nothing. I think I must 
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■write to mamma next time. Give my love to'ber, 
the girls, old Anne, Aunt M., Miss R., (fee., and 
when* you write tell me what has Ixjcorne of 
Farwell, and any others of our schoolmates you 
may know about. 

“ Your affectionate brother, 

“William J. Wills.” 


**St. Amaut], April lOth, 1858. 

“ Mt dear»Motheb, 

“ It is all very well to say write about any- 
thing, but it is easier said than done. You will 
find that I have written Charley a long letter, and 
I had no idea of doing so when I Ixjgan, a.s you 
see I commenced on note paper. But wliat would 
be the use of my writing to you on such subject.';, 
and all others are soon disjwsed of ? ( Vou would not 
think I was a surveyor, to look at tlie parallelisni 
of these lines.) You tell me in one of your letters 
to write about myself. That is a very ]»oor subject, 
and one that a mother should not recommc-nd to 
a son. My father sent me a lett(. r of yours a few 
weeks ago, and I cannot say whether it most 
amused or pained me to sec the extraordinary wa v 
in which yoft rush to conelusioTjs. Your argument 
appears to be this: .7. is actiuainte.d with a Mr T. 
another Mr. T. has taken out wane Miss C. ( J. 
about whom there are scandalous re})orts (which 
are as likely to be false as tnie) : therefore J. i.s 
sure to fall in love with one of the Miss (i. O.'k. 
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As it happens, J. has not had the pleasure of 
meeting any of the Miss G. G/s, and it is quite 
probable that he never may, as Australia is ncft a 
little place like Totnes; and I do not think he 
wotilJ have any wish to connect himself with the 
G. family, or with any family in marriage, at 
j)reseut. There is another thing, my dear mother, 
in that letter. Yt)U talk about high and low 
])eoplo ; I jn’esume you use the words in a very dif- 
ferent sense from that in which I understand them. 
I consider notliing low’ but ignorance, vice, and 
meanness, characteristics generally found where 
tlie animal jn’opensitics predominate over the 
higher sentiments. I have yet to learn that there 
is anything high about the T.’s. Mr. T. is a jolly 
little man„and lives more like a gentleman than 
most of the people about the bush; but he has 
lather a tendency to the animal development than 
otherwi.se, which makes it probable that there may 
lie some truth in the reports alluded to. 

“ From what I can judge of this dear son of yours 
he is not likely, I think, to do anything very rashly ; 
and as for getting married, he will not be in a 
position to think of that for several years ; and if 
ever Ik; doos, I liopo it will be to some one at least 
espial to himself iir education. Give my love to 
Messy and Hannah. I do not think it would do 
them any harm to write a letter sometimes. I 
expect Bessy was tired long ago of the algebra 
you were talking so much about. 
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Boesit ever enter yoiur head that it would be a 
good thing for all of yon to come out here in a few 
years, when the girls have finished their education ? 
This country is undergoing great changes for ilio 
better. Now the rush to the diggings is over, 
people-are beginning to live like civilized human 
beings. In a few years everj^thing will l»e as 
settled as in England, and wc shall be able to 
J/ve much cheaper. 

“ Believe me ever, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ William J . Will.-.” 

From a letter to mys«;lf of the fitli of June, 
which was ratlier a long one, 1 giv*; only 
following extracts: — 

“ What you say about this woi ld I do inst (juin* 
agree with ; I think it a very good woihl, and 
only requires a perwjii to be rua.sonable in hi.s 
expectations, and not to trust too nuicli to fnlitr.-. 
It appears to be almost equally divided into tint • 
principal classes — honest fool.s, htolish rogu* 
and honest rational beings. Home may add an- 
other class, but there are so few belonging to it- 
scarcely one in ten thousand — that I think ir 
should be ranked amongst the phenomena of 
nature. I mean, the successful rogues — men who 
do things neatly, and escape being found out. 
The first and second are often useful to each other ; 
the third benefit by the first and second, inas- 
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much as they learn by their experience, without 
paying for it themselves." He then cautions me 
against certain money speculations. Another 
paragraph says : I find I am likely to change 
my station, but have no instructions as yet. I do 
not care if tliey keep me here another month. I 
have first-rate neighbours, a Mr. and Mrs. M., 
who live just across the creek ; very nice people, 
and no humbug. Mr. M,^ resembles you in many 
ways.*’ He then mentions a colt he had reared, 
called Nelly ; sdy.s she goes in and out of the 
tent as if she had been born in it, shakes hands 
with any one a.s soon as asked, and carries Mr. 
.M.”s little iKn' Willie on her back with perfect 
gentleness. On his way back to Melbourne, ho 
taught a colt of mine, in two or three days, to 
be equally docile, until it became the pet of the 
euinniunity. It was reared by hand, and I fear I 
lost it through the kindly-meant attention of one 
of my neighbours. 

In the summer of 1858 ho went down to 
Melbourne in con.sequence of a disagreement bc- 
I ween Mr. Hyerly and the Chief Commissioner of 
Land and Works at that time, Mr. Duffy. He 
was not then employed in the regular survey, but 
look occasional contracts, under Mr. Hodgkinson, 
Dejnity Siirveyor General, who -always expressed 
his admiration of his character. A letter to his 
mother at this date .says - 
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^Iftr i>iAi llotiaB, 

have again to plead gnilty of the sin of 
oraittu^ to write. It is many months since I have 
heard from yon, and as for Charley and the girls, 
they do not write at all. I have just left the bush 
and am living, for the present, in town. The 
change is pleasant, after Ix'ing m long in the bush. 
Melbourne is wonderfully altered since I last saw it. 
There are some very fair buildings in it now, uikI 
things are a little cheaper than tl)oy used to lx,*. I 
am, of course, living in lodgings, and am fortunate in 
getting into a comfortable hou.se ; a private family 
with no other lodgers, and Mr.s. If. take.s aImo.<t 
as much care of me as you would. It is (juite 
strange, and at the same time amusing to nu*, to 
see her anxiety about my eating, drinking, cateli- 
ing cold, and all that sort of thing, as I havo het ii 
so long unaccustomed to these little attentions. I 
am sure if some of you who have never been away 
from home were to see how we live in the 
you would, not expect us to survive more than a 
few weeks, and yet it does us no harm whatevi r. 

I passed through Ballaarat on my way down, am! 
spent a few days with my father. He was 
looking better than he used to be, very healtliy, 
and not so stout. It is astonishing how little he 
eats, and yet is always complaining of having 
eaten too much. I expect it will be the same wit!» 
me. I have as good an appetite as ever, but I c.'»u 
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live on tnvcli less food than other people can. I 
hope Charley has the books I told him to get. I 
send you with this a Victoria ‘ News Letter,’ which 
will gave me the trouble of writing what I suppose 
you will care little to hear, so I have no more 

news to tell you ; and with best love to 

&c. &c., 

“ Believe me*, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wills.” 

As I shall have occasion to allude to this letter 
in a subsequent portion of my narrative, I wish the 
latter j)art of it, with regard to eating, may be 
borne in mind. 



CHAPTER IT. 

My Son is appointed to the Magnetic Obsen’atory at MeUMvtinie, iimitT 
Professor Nenmayer — His Itapid Advance in the Study of Miigut-tiMii 
and Mmcralogy^Jjetten to bi» Kelativtsi^ at Ih>ine, descriptive of his 
Punnits, Wishes, and Sentiments — First Suggosttons of his Protahie 
Employment on the Exploritig EximxUUoiu 

lx November, 1858, my son received an a|)jKiint- 
ment in the Magnetic Observatory at Melbuurno, 
then recently establislied under Professor Neii- 
mayer, on the recomrueiidation of Mr. Ligar, the 
Surveyor-General. This gentlemati hu«l his eve 
on him, as he told me liiruself, to sneeeed the 
professor, in the event of his returning to hi.^ 
native coimtry, Gennany ; and also with the vii w 
of his being employed, on attfiining a thoroiiglj 
knowledge of magnetic science, in the geodetic 
survey of the colony. Sucli was the progress ht; 
made, that Mr. Ellery, superintendent of the 
astronomical observatory at Williamstown, tried 
to dissuade him from engaging in the exploratory 
expedition, when formed. But notwithstanding 
the prospect of double pay and less danger, lie 
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yielded to his long-cherished desire of being one 
of the first to reach the Gulf of Carpentaria over- 
land by a direct route, north from Melbourne ; and 
therefore resolved to **8et his life upon a cast, and 
stand the hazard of the die.” 

I now give a series of extracts from his letters 
to his mother, sisters, and brother, written during 
his residence at the Observatory. They indicate 
his character, sentiments, .and occupations more 
distinctly than I could do by rendering them in 
my own words. He and his chief boarded to- 
gether; a great advantage, as it gave him the 
o[)portunity, even at talde, of conversing on his 
favourite subjects, astronomy and magnetism. At 
times, ho fejired that lie should lose this position. 
One cause *of apprehension was, that the local 
parliament would discontinue the grant for the 
Observatory ; another, that superior interest might 
Avrest it from liirn, as he had not been regularly 
appointed to the staff by Government, but by 
Hr. Ligar himself, who had seen, by intercourse 
Avith him during the survey, that he was putting 
“ the right man in the right place.” In a letter 
to me, December, 1858, he says: “I hope I shall 
not have to go into the bush again, I like Mel- 
bourne and my present occupation so much. But 
CA'erytlung must be uncertain until after Christ- 
mas, as all depends on Parliament voting money for 
the Observatory. Should they not allow the neces- 
sary sum, I must return to surveying once more.” 

E 2 
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• ^Ibipnetie Otaemtoiy, Ifelloiim^ 
f H? 9M H<rniBR» Mm* xm* 1«6®. 

f*It gave me meeh pleagme to leo^ve a ktter 
jlom 70a hj the last mail ; bat I can aasore 700 
that I am always so buty, and the time passes so 
qaickly, that I bad almost forgotten to write to 
yoa antil it was too late^ as the mail closes early 
to-morrow morning. I am * now living at the 
Observatory, Professoi;, Neumayer having kindly 
given me a room here, which is a great advantage 
in many ways. I hope that C'lsarley will tak<; 
every opportunity of learning the things I men- 
tioned in a letter to him some time ago, more 
especially mathematical drawing: and that I shall 
see in the next letter I receive from him that he 
has changed his mind as regartl.s the profVsr,ii>n he 
said he had a taste for. I wish he would find out 
for me whether there is a translation info Kr,!s}i>h 
of Colonel Savaf!^(j’n * Fmeticnl Astronomv.’ It is 
a Russian work, and the place to inquire i.s.oi' 
some of the booksellers in London who Cimli’a- 
themselves to foreign })ublicatif)ns. I liko iii\ 
present employment more and mor*; ev* r\ da\ . 
My only trouble is the want of time. I liop** you 
All find your time pass as easily as f <lo; if the 
girls do not, they may as well kill some of it by 
writing letters. I have so much to do that I must 
conclude, with love to all. 

“ Ever, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ WlU.IAM J. TrYlLLS.” 
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** MigiiHtio Ohwtv>twy. 

. ^t7t]i*]S6R, 

** Mt dkab Motbeb, 

"It was mf intention to have sent yon a 
stereoscopic photograph of your dear son I)y this 
mail ; but owing to pressure of business I have 
l)een unable to get it done in time. I must, there* 
fore leave it until next month. I received a letter 
from Ballaarat a day or two ago, containing one 
from you to my father ; you say something in it 
about not hearing from me. I do not understand 
liow that is, as I liave been wonderfully regular 
lately, ami have sent a letter every month to one 
of you. I am sorry to hear that the winter has 
been so mild, for I fear that may cause much 
tlainage iVojn frost in the spring. We have had 
a eonsidenible ([uantity of rain here already, which 
is a great benefit to the country generally, but 
makes it rather unjtleasant in Melbourne. Won- 
derful improvements have been made in our public 
libiary lately. It is now really a splendid one; 
ill fact there are very few better anywhere. I 
( iicloM' a • News Letter,’ which is a great conveni- 
fiiee to la/-v fellows, or to those who have too 
miieb work. Give my love to all, and 
“ lielieve mo, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate sou, 

“ WiLLFAM J. Wills,” 
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*• Magnetic Obaervatory, Melbonrne, 
June 17th, 1859. 

** Mr D£.iR Besst, 

“ I must write a few lines to you, more espe- 
cially as I wrote to Hannah by the last mail ; but 
mind, I must have a long answer by return of 
post. I want to know whether Charles ^t the 
maps of the stars that I told him to get some time 
ago. If so, he should begin at once to keep a 
register of meteors. In the first place, let him get 
a book — a good copybook would do — and rule it 
according to the following form, to which I have 
attached an example : — 



“The time should l)e very carefully noted. If 
there is anything in the form that he does not 
understand he inust ask me about it when ho 
writes. The altitude and azimuths will only be 
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approximate, but the main thing is to see how the 
shooting stars are situated with reference to the 
fixed stars. It is of great importance to note these 
meteors, even the small ones, as very little is yet 
known of them ; and every observation, if care- 
fully made, will some day help to show what they 
are. The object in noting the stars they pass by 
is this : that if two or more observers see the same 
meteor from places several miles from one another, 
the comparison of their observations will generally 
give a means of ascertaining the distance of the 
meteor from the earth. But it is getting late, and 
I will write to Charley more about it by next 
mail ; onlv toll him to make himself well ac- 
quainted with the stars. Give my love to him 
and Hannah, yoxxr aunt M., and old Anne ; and 
tell me in your next how the latter is getting on: 
and do not forget to let me know all about Charley 
and how lie spends his time. I am afraid that you 
little girls take him out walking too much, and 
make him read pretty stories instead of the books 
he ought to be studying. 

“ Your affectionate brother, 

“ William J. Wills.” 

“ Mftgnetio Obscfvatoiy, Melbourne, 
July 14th, 1669. 

“ My nwAn Mother, 

“ The news by the last mail has put us all in 
a state of excitement about our defences, in the event 
of lilngland being involved in the continental war. 
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Melbourne is badly situated in case of an invasion. 
There is at present not the least protection ; and 
unless the home government sends us out two 
or three good war steamers, we shall most cer- 
tainly get a good thrashing some day. The 
f^nch have possession of the island of New 
Caledonia, which is not very far from here, and is 
a convenient place of rendezvous for them. I see 
by your letter to my father that you are rather 
afraid the French may invade England. For my 
part I believe they have more sense. It is the 
most hopeless thing they can attempt. I send you 
two or three photographs; they are very poor, 
and not stereoscopic as I intended. The artist 
made a failure of the matter and gave me these. 
He is going to try it again some day with a better 
camera; but as that would be too late for the mail 
I must send you these now, and you may ex{H;et 
better next time. I find that the mail is to close 
this afternoon instead of Monday morning, but 
if a supplementary bag should be made up on 
Monday I will write again, I hoj)e that in future 
you will direct my letters to Mellxjurne instead of 
Ballaarat, for I seldom got them until the return 
mail is about to start. Wo have had some rather 
cold weather lately ; that is, the thermometer has 
been below thirty-two degrees once- or twice, 
which is cold for us. I am glad to hear that 
Charley has been appointed to the Bank, as it is a 
good thing fojr all parties at present. 1 fear that 
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I shall be unable to send you a ‘ News Letter ’ this 
time. I wish you would tell me whether you find 
anything of interest in them; also whether you 
would like to have the ‘ Argus.’ sometimes. Adieu 
for the present, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wills.” 

August 6tb, 1859, 

‘‘Mv DEAR Mother, 

“ You sec I> have sent you the ‘ News Letter ’ 
for this mouth, with a long account of an unfor- 
tunate shipwreck that happened on the coast last 
mouth. It is a wonder how those passengers that 
were saved managed to exist so long without food. 
'J'he only reasonable explanation that has been 
off'ereil is, that as they were continually wet, from 
the sea bieaking over them, a large quantity of 
moist lire must have been absorbed by the skin, 
otherwise they could never have lived so long 
without fresh water. It must have been an awk- 
ward situation to be in. I fancy I would rather 
have liceii drowned at once ; but it is not easy to 
judge how we should feel under the circumstances* 
unless wo had tried it. As Pope says, ‘Hope 
s|)rings eternal in the human breast; man never 
is,’ &c;. (of course you know the rest), It strikes 
me that the height of happiness is, to hope every- 
thing and expect nothing, because you have all 
the satisfaction of hope, and if you get nothing 
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yott ure not disappointed ; bnt if yon obtain wliat 
yOtt want, yon are agreeably surprised. 

“ Your affectionate son, 

" William J. Wills.” 

** FlagstafiT Obeervatory, Mdboonie^ 
Aoguat 15tby 1859. 

** Mt dear Mother, 

** I am glad to be able to aclcno^vledge the 
receipt by this mail of ^the first letter that you 
have sent to me direct since I have been in 
Melbourne. It is satisfactory to' know that you 
are pleased with the ‘ News Letters I must endea- 
vour to send them regularly. I had a letter from 
my father to-day. He has received yours, which 
we feared was lost, as he saw nothing of it for 
some days after the mail was in ; but he found it 
at Bath’s Hotel. One must make some little 
allowance for a mother’s partiality in your account 
of B. and H. ; I hope your prejudice against 
novels does not prevent their reading those of 
Thackeray and Dickens, every one of wlio.se w'orks, 
especially the former, should be read by tlicm, for 
they contain some of the best things, both in a 
moral and literary point of view, that we have in 
the iBnglish language. I shall be more careful in 
future abcut the postage; and now, my dear 
mother, trith love to yourself and all, 

“ I remain. 

Your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wills.” 
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“ FlagrtaiF Obiemtoiy, Melboarne^ 
September IStii, 1859. 

** Mr DEAR Mother, 

“ I was rather disappointed at not receiving 
a letter from any one by the last mail. I have 
not heard from my father since it arrived. I con- 
clude he has not sent me your letters to him, 
thinking that I have received some myself. I 
suppose you are all glad that the war has ended so 
unexpectedly. It is to *be hoped that the pe^ 
will be a permanent one, although people here 
generally appear to think that it will not prove so. 
The election of members for our lower house will 
soon terminate. Judging from the results already 
known, w'e are likely to have a curious Parliament 
this time.^ Our winter is nearly over. Last night 
there was a festival held in honour of Alexander 
von Humboldt. It was unfortunately a veiy wet 
evening, winch prevented a great many from 
attending wdio would otherwise have been there. 
1 hope you are all in good health. It would have 
]>loased you much to have seen the two splendid 
auroras, of which I have sent Charley a descrip- 
tion. At one time it was light enough to read a 
ncvvs|)apcr out of doors, after the moon went down. 

I must now say adieu. With much love to all, 

“ Believe me, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wills.” 
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** My dear Charley, 

“I send you by this mail two accounts of 
auibiias, which we have had the pleasure of 
obawYing here, one on the 28th ult., and the other 
on the 2nd inst. 1 would recommend you to take 
care of these papers, as you may find it very 
interesting to refer to them at some future period. 
You will perhaps be so good as to let me know 
by return of post whether anything of the kind 
was observed in England about tlie sjime time ; 
and be careful to state the dates and hours, &c,, 
as exactly as possible. You will find much, in the 
reports I have sent you, to object to, in the 
manner of expression and the words used ; but you 
must make due allowance for their havjng been 
written by a German (Profes.sor Neumayer), 1 
have corrected some of the most promnient oi rors 
in the seconds I wish you would look out for 
every description of auroras that may a]>j>oar in 
the newspapers, as well as for tlie phenomena 
themselves. You might always cut out tlie 
paragraphs, and put them in a letter; and in 
the event of your seeing one yourself, you miglit 
widte a description, being particular to mUe the 
time of the different phases as nearly a.s yon cati. 
By just taking this small amount of tnuiblH von 
will be rendering a much greater s<u vice t<.> the 
seiende of magnetism than you imagine ; for one of 
the most important points is to establish or prove 
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the existence of a simultaneity in the Northern 
and Southern Lights. 

“ If you have yet obtained those books that I 
tr»ld you some time ago to get, you will find some 
elementary information on the subject in them, 
particularly in Lardner’s ‘ Museum of Science and 
Art.’ 

“I suppose I shall hear by the next mail 
whetlicr you have l>eeij able to obtain for me 
Savage’s ‘ Practical Astronomy.’ I want to trouble 
you with another commission of the same kind, 
viz., to find out whether there is a translation 
from the German into English of Professor Carl 
Kivil's ‘Introduction to Magnetic Observations, 
*Jnd edition, Vienna, IHoS.’ I fear you will have 
some IroNlile in getting this book for me, but it is 
ol’ gri'nt imj)ort:uiee that I should have it if pos- 
siblo. It may not be tianslfited yet, but it 
eertainly will lx? before long. Whenever you get 
any catalogues of scientific books from the pub- 
lishers in London, you might send them to me in 
a U'tter ; or if they arc too bulky, you have only 
io put a stri}) of paper round, and send it as a 
book, without letter or writing. The postage is 
sixpence for four ounces, and threepence for 
every two ounces more, up to three pounds, which 
is tbci gr(?atest weight that may be sent in one 
]Kuce1 ; its dimensions must not exceed two feet 
in any direction. 

“ They have just succeeded in' raising the two 
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thomaad pounds her^ by subscription, that was 
wanted towards an exploration fon^ for fitting 
out an expedition, that will probably start for the 
interior of our continent next March. Camels 
have been sent for, to be used in places where 
horses cannot go. Yon would be astonished at 
the number of applications that arc being made 
by people anxious to join the expedition. Nine- 
tenths of them would wish themselves home again 
before they had been out three months. Give my 
love to the two girls, and believe me, my dear 
Charley, 

“ Your affectionate brother, 

“ WiLUAM J. WiLr.s." 


Hagfitaff < >>itir.Tvatory, 
Novenibcr l 

<* My deab Motuer, 

“The homeward mail closes in about half an 
hour, so that I have very little time to write. The 
mail did not arrive here until a few days ago, Ixdng 
more than a week after time. I was glad to r<>ceive 
your short letter. We have had a very pleasant 
jspring this year; not so many hot winds as usual. 

1 havp mentioned in my letter to B that it i.s 

prdbahlo I shskll be going up the country again in 
a few months, but that need not make any differ- 
onoe in tho address of my letters, as Professor 
Nmunayer vdll have the best opportunities of for- 
warding them to me. We have lately had a visit 
Jh, £io<hstelter, a German professor, who 
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came out in the ‘ Novara/ an Ausirinn frigate, sent 
by the Austrian government to make a scientifio 
tour round the world. Dr. Hochstelter is a geolo- 
gist, and has made a geological survey of New 
Zealand. He exhibited a few evenings ago at our 
pliilosophical institute a great number of maps 
which he has compiled during the short time he 
remained on the island, and stated many veiy in- 
teresting facts connected with them. From what 
he says, there is no place in the world, except Ice- 
land, where l)ofling springs and geysers are so 
large and plentiful. The doctor goes home by this 
mail, and I suppose there will soon be a good work 
published by him, giving a description of all he 
has seen. I hope to visit New Zealand as soon as 
I return from the interior of this country. 

“ Ever your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wills.” 

It w ill be perceived by the foregoing letters how 
cliligendy and anxiously he corresponded with his 
niotluir, sisters, and brother in England, and how 
anxiously he desired the mental improvement of 
the latter. In his next communications he pre- 
p.'ires them for the probability of his being one of 
the exploring party. Yet he wrote on the subject 
as he liad done to me, with reserve, •until the 
matter should be finally settled. He knew the 
anxiety it would occasion, and in the event of his 
not obtaining the appointment he so earnestly 



' ' BIS' sisnss. ' 

irished to avoid creating that 

Barely nnneceaBarvly. 

The same mail which bore his letter of the 18 th 
of November to his mother, carried also the 
following to hi^ sister : 

^‘My DEAR Bksst, 

"I do not mean to lx>ther yon with such a 

Jon^ letter this time as I did last month, and 

which I hope reached you. I rather expected to 
have received the photograph I wrote to you for 
hy the last mail. I wish you would indite some 
good long letters by return of post, as it will pro- 
bably be the last, or very nearly so, that I shall 
get from yon for many months. It seems very 
likely that I shall lie leaving MclbonrnG in March, 
to accompany the expedition for the exploration 
of the interior of this continent. It is cjilculated 
that we shall be away for about three ycjirs. It 
may be more, but it is not likely to he much less. 
It i^not yet cetiain that I shall go. In fact, nothing 
is decided, not even who will be the leader ; bnt I 
thought it would be- as well to mention it to yon 
now, as your answer to this cannot reach iiuj until 
March. But remember that my going away nticd 
not prevent your writing frequently ; for it is 
likely thdre will be occasional means of coraintmi- 
:<»tion with Melbourne for the first six months, 
tthd Professor Neuraayer will take every opportu- 
of fortiraiding my letters. It is quite possible 
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that I Aiay not go, but it i6 more likely that I shall, 
as Professor N. is very anxious that I should, to 
make magnetic and meteorological observations, 
and he is on the Exploration Committee. If you 
have not been able to get the books I vrrpte for, 
for myself, you may as well leave them for the 
present. I have been indulging greatly in operas 
lately. I can understand that sort of music better 
than high-flown oratorios. The operatic company 
at the Theatre Royal is not first-rate, but as good 
as we can expect to have in a new colony like this. 
The pieces they have ' given are ‘ II Trovatore,’ 
‘ Lucia di Lainmermoor,’ ‘ Lucrezia Borgia,’ and 
‘ La Sonnamhula the latter is a delightful one, but 
they cannot manage it satisfactorily, some of the 
songs are w difficult of execution. 

‘‘ Please to give my love, &c., &c, 

“ Your affectionate brother, 

“ William J. Wills.” 

Tlie following ro]>ly to his mother alludes to 
the circumstance, which she had mentioned, of an 
aurora borealis, having appeared in England. 
'J'his completes his letters for 1859. 

“Flagstftff Ohservatory, 

December 18 th, 18^9. 

“ Mv DEAu Mother, 

“ Your letter of the 17th of October arrived 
here by the ‘ Columbian ’ only three or four days 
after time, which is a wonderful piece of punctuality 

F 
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for that miserable old tub. I am glad that you were 
80 much pleased with the sketch of the Observatory 
that I sent you. I now forward a photograph made 
by a friend of mine, which will convey a better idea 
than the other of the appearance of our habitation, 
&o. You will find an explanation of the various 
parts of the picture written in pencil on the back 
of each respectively. You had better have it 
mounted on a piece of cardboard by some one who 
is accustomed to mounting photographs ; when 
nicely done it looks twice as .well. It was in- 
tended that. we should all have been taken in this 
picture, but owing to some mismanagement, no 
notice was given, so no one was outside at the 
time. Your remarks about the aurora Ixjrealis 
of the 12th of October were very interesting and 
valuable. We knew that there wa.s an aurora 
there, but of course could not tell wliere it was 
visible. You little thought that while you w( jv 
looking at the vibrations of those beautiful stroam- 
ers of red and white light, I was watching synijui- 
thetic oscillations of little steel magnets, which wo 
suspended by silk threads, in the underground 
magnetic house that you see the top of in tin- 
. foreground of the picture. Tlic magiuUs win* 
sometimes moving about so rapidly that I could 
scarcely read them ; and although the aurora was 
with you nearly at an end probably about ten 
o’clock, yet the magnets did not resume their 
pormRl position for nearly twenty-four liours after. 
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You will see from this the advantage to be derived 
from noting all particulars with regard to these 
phenomena, whenever one has an opportimity of 
seeing them ; for we must alwaysconsider the pos- 
sibility of their not being visible at places where 
there are observatories, on account of clouds and 
other causes. One great point that has yet to be 
satisfactorily determined is, whether the effect on 
a magnet at one end of tlje world is simultaneous 
with the auroral discharge at the other ; or whether 
a certain time is required for the effect to be com- 
municated through the earth. I had a letter from 
my father yesterday, enclosing the one you sent 
him. By-the-by, this day week is Christmas-day ; 
and, if I am not mistaken, your birthday as well as 
Hannah’s is near about this time. She must be 
thirteen or fourteen ; but, upon my honour, I do not 
certainly know my own age. Was I born in 
January IH.'M or IStlf) ? I wish you all may have 
a jnerry Clirisiinns and many returns of the same. 
Please to give my love as usual, and 

“ Believe me, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wills.” 
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CHAPTER V. 


Postponement of the Exploring Expedition projecU^d at the bcginniiic^ 
of 1860 — ^My Son’s Letter to his Sister on going into Society— Mr. 
Blmie’s Opinion of him, and Extract from his I^jcture — lA3tter fnjin 
William to his Mother on Religious Views and DeSnitions of Faith — 
His last Communications to his Family at Home, before the De|)arturo 
of the Expedition. 

I OMIT my son’s letters 'of January and February, 
1860, as they contain nothing on scientific matters, 
or on the subject of Australia, although interesting 
in other respects. They mark the habitual tone of 
his feelings and principles, his constant habit (jf 
self-examination, his study of his fellow-raen, and 
how strongly he was impressed with the truth of 
Pope’s grand conclusion, that 

** Virtue alone is happiness below.** 

“You will be glad to learn,” he says, writing 
to his mother on the 17th of March, “ that the 
Exploring Expedition is postponed for six months, 
for want of a suitable leader, as none of the can- 
didates who offered their services were thought 
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qualified in a scientific point of view.* You need 
not work yourself up to such a state of excitement 
at the bare idea of my going, but should rather 
rejoice that the opportunily presents itself. The 
actual danger is nothing, and the positive advan- 
tages very great. Besides, my dear mother, what 
avails your faith if you terrify yourself about such 
trifles ? Were we born, think you, to be locked 
up in comfortable rooms,, and never to incur the 
hazard of a mishap ? If things were at the 
worst, I trust T could meet death with as much 
resignation as others, even if it came to-night. I . 
am often disgusted at hearing young people I 
know, declare that they are afraid of doing this or 
that, lx?cau8e they might be killed. Were I in some 
of their shoes I should be glad to hail the chance 
<»f departing this life fairly in the execution of an 
lionourablc duty.” 

The following selections from his numerous 
letters at this time are little more than extracts, 
and form but a small portion of the whole. All 
s|>eak Ins admiration of a great and beneficent 
( h-oator, derived from the study of his works. He 
had a great distaste for sectarianism, and for a too 
slaA ish devotion to forms and conventionalities, 
wlujther in religious or social practice, fearing 
lest these extremes might savour of untruthful- 
ness or hypocrisy. 

* ( Mdly enough, Mr* Burko, who was afterwards chosen, with many 
r<>quiHitcs of a high order, was deficient in this, which, indeed, he never 
for a moment pretended to |x>ssc8s. 
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“Magnetic Obaervatoiy, 

. Melbourne, April 18th, 1860. 

** Mt dear Bessy, 

“ The mail was to have closed to-morrow, but 
the ‘Emeu’ has met with an accident, which will 
delay it for another week, so that I hope to treat 
yon to a long letter. I was much disappointed at 
receiving nothing from you this month. It would 
be a first-rate plan to do what a friend of mine 
was recommending to ipe only this evening, viz. 
to commence an epistle at the beginning of each 
month, and add a little daily, adopting as your 
motto the Latin proverb, “ Nulla dies sine linoa,” 
which means, No day without a line. You might 
at least favour me with a few monthly. It would 
be as much for your own benefit as for my 
pleasure. Pray don’t send a poor excuse again 
about waiting for an answer to a former letter. 

** I must now return to tlie subject of my last . 
I hope you have carefully considered the remarks 
contained therein ; and I wish to draw your att<;i)- 
tion toother matters not so immediately connect* '! 
with religion, but which may seriously affect your 
proi^rity and happiness in this worM. I fear 
that mamma is too much inclined to discourae:*' 
yotor going into society. If so, with all due 
deference to my dear mother’s exj)eri(‘nce and 
|adgment,she has adopted a mistaken vi(jw. Yon 
will perhaps say, you do not care for society. So 
much the worae ; that proves the evil of seclusion. 
1 had the same ideas once, and greatly to my dis- 
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advantage in a general sense, although in one point 
they may have been beneficial, by making me 
devote more time to my studies. But I atn doubt- 
ful even about that. At any rate, girls are 
differently situated. Having no need of deep 
scientific knowledge, their education is confined 
more to the ordinary things of the world, the study 
of the fine arts, and of the manners and disposi- 
tions of people. It is often asserted that women 
are much sharper than men in estimating charac- 
ter, Whether that be the ease or not, ip more 
than I can say, but I think it ought to be, because 
women have better opportunities and more leisure 
than we have for noticing little peculiarities and 
the natural expression of the features. Now, my 
advice would be, to go as much as you can into 
(jiiiet, good society, and moderately into gay; not 
to make it tlie business of life, as some do, who 
care for little beyond frivolous amusements, and 
that merely for the sake of killing time. But go 
to fhe.'^o jdaces, even if you do not like them, as a 
duty you owe to yourself and others, even as you 
used to go to school, when you would rather “have 
i ('mained at liomc. 

“ Voji should cultivate, as much as posi^ble, the 
accpiaintance of ladies from other parts of the 
country, especially of those who have travelled 
much. This is the best way of rubbing off pro- 
vincialisms, &c. Perhaps you think you have 
none ; nevertheless I shall be prepared for some 
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whenever I have the felicity of seeing you. You 
cannot think how disagreeable the sound of the 
Devonshire drawl is to me now, and all people of the 
county that I meet have it more or less. You will, 
no doubt, wonder how I have become so changed, 
and what has induced me to adopt social views so 
different from hosel formerly held. The fact is, 
that since I have been here, I have been thrown 
into every variety of ^.companionship, from the 
highest to the lowest, from the educated gentle- 
man and scholar to the uncultivated boor. The 
first effect was, a disposition to admire the freedom 
and bluntness of the uncivilized; but more per- 
sonal experience showed me the dark as well as 
the bright side, and brought out in their due 
prominence the advantages of the conventionalities 
of good society. While in the bush, this convic- 
tion only impressed itself partially, but a return to 
town extended and confirmed it. When we are 
in daily contact and intercourse with an immense 
number of persons, some of whom we like, wliile 
we dislike or feel indifferent about many others, 
we fitid a difficulty in avoiding one man’s acquain- 
tance without offending him, or of keeping another 
at a distance without an insult. It is not easy to 
treat your superiors with respect void of sycophancy, 
or , to be friendly with those you prefer, and at the 
same time to steer clear of undue familiarity, 
adapting yourself to circumstances and persons, 
and^ in fact, doing always the right thing at tVie 
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proper time and in the best possible manner. I 
used to be rather proud of saying that it was 
necessary for strangers to know me for some time 
before they liked me. I am almost ashamed now 
not to have had sense enough to see that this arose 
from sheer awkwardness and stupidity on my part ; 
from the absence of address, and a careless disre- 
gard of the rules of society, which necessarily in- 
duce a want of self-confi4®iice, a bashful reserve, 
annoying to sensible people and certainly not com- 
pensated for by the possession of substantial ac- 
quirements, hidden, but not developed, and una- 
vailable when wanted. I find now that I can get 
into the good graces of any one with whom I 
a.s.sociatc better in half an hour than I could have 
done in a week two years ago. I know no one 
^vho puts these matters in a better light than Lord 
(’hesterfield in his ‘ Letters to his Son,’ which you 
most probably have read. 

“ Since I wrote to you last, I have received some 
light on the subject of faith, which I was not at 
that time aware of. In a discussion with a gentle- 
man on religious matters, some remarks were made 
n[H)n faith and charity, which led to an analysis of 
the original Greek word used to express the former 
by St. Paul, which has been translated * £aith,^and 
is generally accepted in the ordinary sense we 
attach to that word in English ; viz., an implicit 
trust in what you are told, without question or 
doubt. But this friend of mine, who is a splendid 
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Greek scholar, called my attention to the fact that 
the Greek word, for which we have no exact equi- 
valent, means an openness to conviction, or a 
willingness to receive after proper proof; not a 
determination to believe without investigation. 
He also pointed out to me what I was less pre- 
pared to hear, that the charity spoken of does not 
mean, as I supposed it to express, conscientious- 
ness, but love and goocjfellowship, in action and 
speech ; in fact, more in accordance with the sense 
in which the word is commonly understood. This 
will show you the evil of coming to conclusions on 
insufficient data. Depend upon it, you must 
always hear both sides of a story ])efore you can 
get at the truth. 

“I am going out to dinner tliia evening ex- 
pressly to meet two of the finest girls in Melhournc. 
Some of my cautious friends say that I am run- 
njng a great risk, and that I shall never re< fiver 
from the effects. I cannot say that I feel mi!< ii 
frightened. If anything serious should hapjn ii, 
and the consequences are not immediately fatal, I 
shall add a few lines to-morrow. Look shaip 
about photographs. I l)egin to susjiect yon are 
ashamed to show your faces in this remote region. 
Gii^ my love to H., C., &c., and accej>t the sjime 

“ Your ever affectionate brother, 

“William .1. Wills.” 

** P.S. 19 tA.*^The elements interposed to sjive 
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me from the danger I wilfully determined not to 
avoid. It rained so heavily last evening that the 
syrens stayed at home.” 

In the month of May 1860, 1 went to Melbourne 
for a few days, and spent many pleasant hours 
witli my son. I found him contented and happy. 
His appointment to the Exploring Expedition, so 
long the yearning desire of his heart, he appeared 
to consider as a fait accompli. He was in com- 
fortable lodgings, 'and had established an intimacy 
with a gentleman of sujierior literary acquirements, 
]iersoually acquainted with many London celebri- 
lies of our day, I remember the delight with 
which he came to my hotel and said : “You must 
dine with me to-tlay ; I want to introduce you to a 
person you will mucli like. His greatest fault is 
one you possess yourself, a turn for satire, which 
sometiines makes him enemies.” On the same 
morning lie had announced to his friend with 
1 teaming eyes, “ My father is here and when the 
next day that same friend wished to engage him 
to an eA’oning jiarty, he replied : “ You forget that 
I have a wild young father to take care of.” 
Albaling again to this, in a letter to his mother, 
on the 1 7 th of May, he says : “You must excuse 
a brief epistle this time. The Doctor has been in 
town for a few days lately, and of course seducej^ 
me into all sorts of wild habits. He is looking 
well, in good condition, but not so fat as he was 
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two years ago.” At that time I had been living 
very frequently on little more than one hard egg 
per day. Milk and coffee in the morning, and 
half a pound of meat twice a week. In another 
letter to his mother, shortly after the above date, 
he says : “ I have not heard from my father for 
the last fortnight. I am in very good lodgings, 
at a boarding-house, not working hard, and have 
time to cultivate some agreeable society. The 
landlady is all that can be desired and more than 
could he expected — the company far above the 
average. There is Mr. B., a barrister and Cam- 
bridge man, first rate ; and a nice old lady, 
Mrs. F., very intelligent and good-natured. We 
three are great friends. Taking it altogether, the 
house is so comfortable, that I did not go to the 
theatre once last month.” The mutual good opinion 
may be estimated by the following- introduction 
from the gentleman alluded to alxne, to tlie 
Colonial Secretary at Perth, in the event of his 
explorations leading my son to Western Australia ; 

“I pray your hospitality for Mr. W. ,1. Will>, 
for whom I have a very high esteem and friend- 
ship. He xnakes me happy beyond flattery by 
permitting m.e to think that I add something to 
his life. You cannot fail to like liirn. He is a 
thorough Englishman, self-relying and self-con- 
taifled ; a well-bred gentleman without a jot of 
effeatinat^. Plucky as a mastiff, high-bloode<l as a 
ftmr, enterprising but reflective, cool, keen, and 
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as composed as daring. Few men talk less ; few 
by manner and conduct suggest more. One fault 
you will pardon, a tendency to overrate the writer 
of this letter.” 

This gentleman, Mr. Birnie, is a son of the late 
Sir Richard Birnie, so long an eminent police 
magistrate in London. At the close of a lecture 
which he gave at Ballaarat on the 24 th of May, 
1862 , subsequent to the disastrous intelligence of 
iny son’s death, he introduced the following re- 
marks, as reported in a colonial paper : — . 

“If amusement and gravity might be held com- 
jiatible, they would bear with him in pronouncing 
the name of William John Wills. (Cheers.) The 
lecturer, wdieu first in Melbomme, lived at a board- 
ing-house, and there he met Wills. Their friend- 
.ship soon grew and strengthened, in spite of the 
difference of their ages. Of the man as a public 
explorer, everybody knew as well as he did. 
Jh’ofessor Neumayer said that Wills’s passion for 
astnnioiny was astonishing, and that his nights 
were consumed in the study. Yet his days also 
\vei (‘ s})ent in enlarging his literary attainments. 
Rut with all this labour. Wills never disregarded 
the commoner duties and virtues of life. Even at 
the breakfast-table he was as neat and clean as a 
woman. At the ball, of which he was as fond as 
a child, he was scrupulously temperate, and in 
speech pure as a lady. Wills read Sharon Turner, 
Ilazlitt, Pope, Wordsworth, Tennyson, and com- 
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mented on all. Of Tenn3r8on s ‘ In Memoriam 
he said it was wonderful for its frequent bordering 
on faults without ever reaching them. * He was a 
student of literature as well as of astronomy and 
science. Much intercourse they had had, and when 
the lecturer heard of his death he felt glad that 
nothing existed for recrimination or self condemna- 
tion. Wills was a great admirer of Shakespeare, 
and his remarks on that author were original and 
striking. This tribute the lecturer would lay 
upon tiis friend’s bust, and humble though the 
offering was he felt it would he accepted. The 
lecturer with much feeling concluded a peroration 
of eloquent eulogy upon his deceased friend, amid 
the loud and prolonged applause of the audience, 
who had cheered him at frequent intervals 
throughout the whole of his discour 8 <-. 

“ Mr. M‘Dowall moved a vote of thanks to 
lecturer, seconded by Mr. Dirnant, lx)th gentlemen 
highly complimenting Mr. Birnie for his kindness 
in giving his services on the occsision. 

“ The vote was carried by acclamation, an<l M i\ 
Bimie, in acknowledging it, implored the audifme«^ 
not to let the movement die away. The {)io}>os» d 
monument could not he too good for the fame of 
the heroic explorers, and particularly as commem- 
morating the patient, pious,* unselfish manliness of 
Wills to the latest moment of his life. (Cheers.) 

** The proceedings then closed.” 

In his ordinary letters to me, and in his journals 
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of the Expedition, which he knew were likely to 
become public documents, my son seldom or never 
touched upon the all-important subject of religion. 
This has given rise to an opinion broadly hinted 
in Australia by some, and of course believed by 
more, that he was either a sceptic or a downright 
infidel. Notliing could be further from the truth, 
llis mother’s love had instructed him early and 
zealously in the doctrines of Christianity, and pre- 
pared his mind for a conviction of their divine 
truth when ho • reached an age which would 
enable him to exercise his own judgment. As I 
have already mentioned, even in childhood he had 
an inquiring mind and a disposition to take nothing 
for granted without investigation. Hence the 
(|uestions which sometimes surprised and puzzled 
his instructress. The tendency grew with his 
growth, and displayed itself in his mode of dealing 
w ith every branch of knowledge comprised in his 
t diication. If a new fact in science or an improve- 
ment in a mathematiail or surgical instrument 
came under his ohfan'rvation, he closely examined 
their he;iring and use before he adopted them or 
snhstnihed to their truth or utility. Those who 
((ut'stion before they believe are not unfrequently 
])ronounced unbelievers because they question ; an 
inverted mode of reasoning equally uncharitable 
and illogical. My son had an undisguised dislike 
to any ostentatious display of religious sentiment 
and phraseology, particularly on the part of those 
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who were not teachers by calling. He sometimes 
suspected more cant than sincerity in the practice, 
and thought these matters letter suited for inward 
oommunication between man and his Maker than 
for public exhibition on common occasions. With 
my wife’s permission 1 insert the following letter, 
now for the first time placed in my hands : — 

“ FiagstafT Obeervatory, Melbourne, 
June 17th, 1860. 

“My dear Mother, 

“The mail arrived here only two or three 
days ago, being nearly a fortnight behind time. 
I have received your letter of the 13th of April, 
and one from Bessy. Your endeavours to show 
that my remarks on religion were wrong, have 
tended to convince me more clearly that I was 
right, and that you, 2 >artially at least, misunder- 
stood what I said. I did not charge you with 
being openly uncharitable or of plainly cond<;mn- 
ing any one; nor do I blame you for believing 
you are right. We all think we are right, or we 
should not believe as we do. But 1 do blame 
those who pronounce everybody wrong but them- 
selves ; for as far as we can judge, one may Ik; :i.s 
near the truth as another. How often we hear 
my religious people, compassionately remarking 
upon a neighbour’s death : “Ah, poor dear fellow, 
he was such a good sort of man ! I hope and 
trust he died in the faith I” meaning, of couriM}, 
their own peculiar tenets, and obliquely implying 



LETTER TO HIS MOTHER ON FAITH. 81 

that, in spite of all his estimable qualities, they 
have great doubts of his salvation. For my part, 
I consider this as bad as the outspoken unchari- 
tableness of bigots and persecutors in the olden 
days. The inference may be true, but it is not we 
who have a right to think, much less to utter it. 

“But I must now come to the more precise 
point on which we differ — the meaning of a 
single expression, which I think I have named in 
a former letter. I allude to the word Faith, which, 
as I was always tmight to interpret it, appeared to 
my apprehension analogous to Credulity, or a blind 
belief without question; — an explanation which 
went against my conscience and conviction when- 
ever it occurred to me from time to time. As I grew 
older I felt it to be wrong, although I was not sufiS- 
ciently informed to explain it differently. What 
perplexed me was that St. Paul should advocate 
isucli a servile submission of the intellectual faculties 
>vbieh (lod has bestowed upon man ; such an 
ap2>arent degradation of the human mind to the’ 
levi‘1 of the lower creation as to call upon us to 
lay aside our peculiar attributes of reason, eommon 
sense, and reflection, and to receive without in- 
<2uiry any doctrine that may be offered to us. On 
this priuoi2>le, we should be as likely to believe in 
the impostor as in the true saint, and having 
yielded up our birthright of judgment, become 
incapable of dis^guishing between them. 1 have 
thought much on the subject with the assistance of 

(j 
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better autborities and scholars than myself) and 
will now endeavour to explain what I consider 
St. Paul meant by Faith^ or rather by the Greek 
Word n/tfTip, which has been so translated.- After 
you have read my explanation, and carefully 
examined your own mind, will it be too much to 
expect an admission that of the three great ele- 
ments of Christianity, faith, hope, and charity, you 
have hitherto had more of hope than of the other 
two ? The Greek wori used by St. Paul signifies 
something more than faith, or •implicit belief, as 
many render it. It means a self-reliant confidence 
arising from conviction after investigation and 
study — the faith that Paley advocates when he 
says, ‘ He that never doubted never half believed.’ 
It implies, in the first place, an unprejudiced mind, 
an openness to conviction, and a readiness to 
receive instruction ; and then a desire to ju'lge for 
ourselves. This must be followed by a patient 
investigation of evidence pro and con, an impart i:i[ 
summing up, and a conclusion fairly and confi- 
dently deduced. If we are thus convinced, then 
we have acquired faith — a real, unshakeable faitli, 
for we have carefully examined the title deeds and 
l^ow that they are sound. You will surely see 
that fiedth in this sense, and credulity, a Ixlief 
without inquiry, are the very reverse of each 
other, and how much superior is the former to the 
latter. Credulity is a mere feather, liable to be 
blown about with eveiy veering wind of doctrine. 
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Faith, as St. Paul means it, is as firm as a castle 
on a rock, where the foundations have been care- 
fully examined and tested, before the building was 
proceeded with. 

“In collateral evidence of what I have just 
said, I may instance the often-repeated injunction 
to accept things as little children ; which cannot 
mean with the ignorance and helpless submission 
of infancy, but with minds^ree from bigotry, bias, 
or prejudice, like those of little children, and with 
an inclination, like them, to receive instruction. 
At what period of life do any of us learn so 
rapidly and eagerly as in childhood ? We acquire 
now ideas every time we open our eyes ; we are 
ever attracted by something we have not observed 
before ; every' moment adds to our knowledge. 
If you give a child something to eat it has not 
Ix'en accustomed to, does it swallow it at once 
without examination ? Does it not rather loot at, 
siiu'll, feel, and then taste it? And if disagreeable, 
will it t'at merely because the new food was given 
to it for that purpose? On the contrary, it is 
more inclined to reject the gift until influenced by 
youi- eating some yourself, or by other modes of 
persuasion. Let us then, in like manner, exa- 
mine all that is offered to our belief, and test it 
by the faculties with which the great God has 
<3ndowed us. These rare senses and powers of 
reasoning were ‘given to be used fieely, but hot 
audaciously, to discover, not <4)0 pervert the truth. 

o 2 
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Why were eo many things presented as throngh 
a veil, unless to stimulate our efforts to clear 
away the veil, and penetrate to the light? I 
think it is plain that St. Paul, while he calls upon 
us to believe, never intended that we should bo 
passively credulous.* Credulity was one of the 
most prominent engines of the Bomish Church, 
but there was a trace of sense in their application 
of it. They taught thgit the ignorant and unedu- 
cated should have faith in the doctrines introduced 
to them by their betters, and those who had found 
time to investigate the matter ; but some, in the 
present day, support the monstrous delusion that 
enlightened and well-trained intellects, the most 
glorious of all the earthly gifts of God, should how 
to canting and illiterate fanaticism. . i . . . . 

“Adieu for the present, my. dear mother, and 
believe me ever your affectionate, and 1 hope un- 
bigoted son, 

“ W. J. W1M..C.” 

This letter was the last hut two he ev(jr ad- 
dressed to his mother, and I have not transcrihed 
the whole. It is long and discursive, consid(,-ring 

' * My son might have further enforcetl his view hy » jiassai't: fr<iiu 
St. Paul, 1 ITiessalonians, chap. v. ver. 21, had it (jccumd U> lam : 
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good," By this tlio 
implies, according to Archbishop Seeker’s comnientary, all tiling whh ti 
may bo right ot wrong according to consdence. And by •* proving 
ihem ” he means, not that we should try them by experience, which 
would be an absurd and pernicious dinetkm, but that w« irfiwthi 
examine them by our faculty of judgment, which is a wise and useful 
esluniation. 
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how nuicli he had on his hands at that time, and 
liow completely he was occupied with the pending 
expedition. In his next he refers to some appre- 
hensions expressed by maternal ' solicitude that his 
religious convictions might be altered by a friend 
who entertained extremely different views. “I 
intended, my dear mother,” he says, “ to have 
replied at length to one of the remarks in your 
Inst, but I fear I must be^very brief. Your idea 

that I am influenced by ’s notions of religion 

is amusingly crrofieous. I never imagined that I 
could have written anything to warrant such an 
impression ; but it shows how careful we should be 
to make clear statements so as to avoid being 

misunderstood. Mr. ’s religion is to my 

mind suju'emely ridiculous ; I can only find two 
]H)ints in its favour, namely, its charity and moral 
})rincij)les. But these, although admirable in 
tlu iuselves, do not go far towards proving the 
truth of the theological notions entertained by its 
adlK'Vi Uts. I can assure you that such ideas of 
religion arc quite as far removed from mine as 
yours can be.” His final letter announces the 
('. rtainty of his being about to start on the enter- 
pi i«e so long projected. He had hitherto with- 
hold tlic fact, from a wish not to distress his 
mother unnecessarily while there was a chance 
that any unforeseen obstacle might create further 
delay. 
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"Flagstaff Olwervatory, 

Melbourne, July 25th, 1860. 

« Mt dear Mother, 

“ 1 am glad to be able to inform you of a matter 
that you perhaps will not much like, although 
I do not know why you should object to it. It is 
that we expect to start on this exploration trip in 
a few week.s. You will find some particulars on 
the subject in the ‘ Argus ’ that I have sent to 
Charles. I fancy we shall not be away so long as 
was at first intended ; probably not more tljan 
twelve or eighteen months. I anticipate being 
able to send you a letter sometimes, as well as to 
receive yours to me, as they propose keeping up 
a communication with Cooper’s Creek. Professor 
Neumayer will probably accompany us as far as 
the Darling River, taking an opportunity, at the 
same time, to prosecute the magnetic survey. 
This will make matters very pleasant, as well as 
being of great advantage to me in many respect. s. 
We shall be travelling through the country in the 
most favourable and pleasant season, when tliere 
is plenty of water, and everything fresh and 
green. It will take us about two months to get 
tp Cooper’s Creek. I do not give up my position 
in the Observatory, having obtained leave of 
absence for the time during which we may be 
engaged in the exploration. I am sorry I cannot 
give yon more particulars respecting our projected 
tour, but you will hear enough about it by-and- 
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by. I received a letter from my father a day or 
two since, in which he speaks of coming down 
before I start. I do not expect to have time to go 
to Eallaarat before we leave. . I sent you by the 
last mail one or two small photographs of myself, 
and a locket for Bessy, which she asked me for 
some time ago. I hope they arrived safely. 
There was also a photograph of my father on 
paj)er. I have to thank some one, name unknown, 
for the Totnes papers that I received by the last 
mail. They appear to be well edited, and are 
decidcdlv a credit to the town. I had heard of 
the jiaper before, but did not expect to find it so 
good as it is. I suppose you have had a favour- 
able view of tlie comet that has made its appear- 
ance lately# It was visible here for about a week : 
at first it was of a good size, but being so low 
down in the W'cst, at sunset it could only be seen 
for a short time, and then it was comparatively 
ilim, owing to the twilight. Since then it has 
rapidly disappeared, moving in an E.S.E. direc- 
tion. With you it was probably very fine. With 
kind love, &c., &o., 

“Believe me, my dear mother, 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wills.” 
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THE EXPEDITIO.N. 

How the Expedidon Originated — Appointment of the leader, Officers, 
and Party — Mr. Pobert O'Hara Burke, Mr. G. J. Landella, Mr. W. J. 
Wella^ Dr. Herman Beckler, Dr. Ludwig Becker, &c. — The Exi)e- 
diticoi etarta from Metbcmme on the 20th of Atigust, 18f>0 — Prt »grea« 
to Swan Hill — ^Discharge of Mr. Ferguson,' the Foreman — Advance 
to Menindie— Resignation of Mr. Ijandells and Dr, Ih rnian Ik-ckier 
—Mr. Willa promoted to second in Command, and Mr. Wright 
to third. 

The Exploring Expedition of 1860 originated 
thus. A gentleman, whose name is still concealed, 
offered one thousand ^nnds as an inducement to 
the Government and other parties to come 
forward and raise funds for an exploration of the 
island continent, now known as Australia, hut 
forinerly as New Holland; the vast interior of 
which had heen supposed to he a desert, an inland 
sea, or anything that a poetical imagination might 
suggest. Attempts had been made, but always 
with insufficient means, and on too contracted a 
scale, to solve the problem. It was now for 
Victoria to take up the question in earnest. The 
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1000/. of the unknown contributor, increased to 
2200/. by private subscriptions, with 6000/. voted 
by the colonial legislature, supplied in all a sum of 
above 9000/. for the prosecution of this great 
national enterprise. Let Victoria, then, receive the 
honour so justly her due, for an undertaking only 
on a par with her characteristic spirit of advance- 
ment. Any stranger who visits Melbourne, a place 
but of yesterday, must be struck by the magnificent 
scale and number of the public buildings. Let 
him look at the Churches, Library, House of Par- . 
liament, University and Museum, Railways and 
Parks, Banks, Hotels, Theatres, Botanical Gardens,* 
Arc., and then call to mind that all this is the 
growth of loss than a quarter of a century, and 
that the existence of the colony dates from a 
period sul)se<juent to the accession of our beloved 
Queen. 

The arrangements for the expedition were in 
jirogress from 1858 to 1860, under Mr. O’Shan- 
nassy, a man far above the common order, who 
now fills the superior office of Chief Colonial 
Si'cretary. He entered into the object with his 
own peculiar zeal. On his personal responsibility, 
Mr. Landells, who figures in this narrative, as also 
in a preceding one, with little credit, was de- 
spatched to India to procure camels, thoi^ ships of 
the desert, whose iud in traversing the unknown 
interior was expected to prove invaluable. “ The 
* Uudar the of UmI nohle of indnitry, Dr, Mudler. 
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Hon. Sir Willkm Siftwell) one of tbe Justices of 
Yiotoria; Yice^hainnan, the Hon. John Hodgson, 
|f.L.G. ; Treasurer, the Hon. Dr. Wilkie; Se- 
cretary, thie Hon. Dr. Macadam ; Dr. Embling ; 
— Ingar, ]&q., Surveyor (General ; James Smith, 
Esq. ; Professor M*Coy ; Dr. M‘Kenna ; Professor 
Neumayer ; Sizar Elliott, Esq. ; Dr. Mueller ; Dr. 
Iffla; Captain Gadell ; Angus McMillan, Esq.; 
A. Selwyn, Esq.; John Watson, Esq. ; Rev. Mr. 
Blensdale; Dr. Eades^Dr. Gilbee, Deputy-Spr- 
veyor; and — Hodgkinson, E.sq. The commander 
being appointed, the next step was to name the 
second. This choice, by a sad mistake, fell on Sir. 
G. J. Landells, who owed his preferment to the cir- 
cumstance of his having been employed to bring the 
camels from India. His services, therefore, were 
considered ijidi£q)en8able for their management in 
Australia. Having convinced tlie committee of this, 
he demanded a salary considerably exceeding that 
of the leader, or refused to go. When Mr. Burke 
found that this point was to lie discussed at the 
next meeting, he, with his usual high and liberal 
spirit) requested that no obstacle might be raised 
on that account. We shall presently see how Mr. 
Xiandells repaid his leader, and proved himself 
wcarthy pf this disinterestedness. My son ten- 
de^ his psrvices as astronomer and guide, not at 
the mo^oi^t thinldi^of or desiring any distinct post 
of cpoipnaiMh ids o%^ being exclusively scientific. 

llPinf aasptant to Pro^assor 
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Nenmayer at the Magnetic Observatory, was a 
seasoned bushman, with great powers of endurance, 
and felt that he could discharge the duties he 
wished to undertake. He was not aware, until 
I informed him on his going into the Society’s 
room to sign the contract, that any command had 
been allotted to him, neither did he stipulate for 
salary ; but in consequence of Dr. Ludwig Becker 
demanding an advance ^f pay, on the sum first 
fixed, my son’s was raised from 260^. to 300?. per 
annum. The ne:^t appointments were Dr. Ludwig 
Becker, as natui-alist and artist, and Dr. Herman 
JBeckler as botanist and medical adviser to the ex- 
pedition. These were scarcely more fortunate than 
that of Mr. Landells. The first named of these 
gentlemen was physically deficient, advanced in 
years, and his mode of life in Melbourne had not 
l)eon such as to make up for his want of youth. I 
<lo not mean to imply by this that he indulged in 
irregular or dissipated habits. He possessed a 
ha])py gift of delineating natural objects with the 
pencil, but died before passing the boundaries of 
ci vilization, from causes unconnected with want or 
fatigue. Dr. Herman Beckler, who has since 
returned to his native country, was neither a man 
of courage, energy, nor of medical experience. He 
resigned when Mr. Landells did, and, as will be 
seen, for a very poor reason. His place should 
have been immediately supplied', for had any one 
worth a straw been seni^ by his position he must 
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Inve beeik third in oommaad instead of Wright, a 
amre ignorant hemg tiian whcon oonld not have 
jbm /hpctiiolsd ftom lha badi. ^ nw aohredbr 

*fhaiilo«iiig isAOc^i; of Ha rnmmmibm of 
•gresmenty to which all the memboa of the 
hhploration party attacdied iheir dgnatnree 

**HB]COBANI>OX of AOREEXSIfT, 

f* 

** Made the eighteenth day of Angost, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight b\indred and sixty, 
between the Honourable David Elliott Wilkie, 
as treasurer of the Exploration Committee of 
the Boyal Society, Melbourne, of the one part, and 
the several other persons whose names an- hereto 
sobecribed, of the other part. Tlje said fx rw/ns 
ibrmiDg an expedition about to explore the in- 
terior of Australia under Kobert O’Hara Ihirko, 
hereby agree with the said David Elliott 
Wilkie faithfully to discharge the siK'cial dutie s 
described opposite to tbeir respective names, and 
alsogen^lly to perform whatever in the opinion 
of the said Bobert O’Hara Burke, as leader, or in 
tbe event of bis death, in the opinion of the leader 
for tbe time being, may Ikj necessary to promote 
the success of tbe expedititm : and they liort'by 
furtiber agree to place themselves unreservedly 
und«r the orders of the leader, recognising Oeorgo 
James Xiandel]^ as second; and William John 
Wills as 'thord ; and their right of sucoesrion in 
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the order thua stated. In consideratioa of the 
above services bdhg dischaigedy the 

ssB Pav 
bahalfof 
the s^ 
rates set 

paid by monthly^ instalments, not; ei^ee(^g; one- 
half the amount then due, on a certificate fiom the 
leader that the services have been efBciently per- 
formed up to the date ; and the remainder on and 
rateably up to the day of the return of the ex- 
pedition to Melbourne, and no more. And each 
of the said persons hereby lastly agrees, on 
failure on his part fully to perform this agreement, 
that Ins sjilary shall be forfeited, and that he shall 
abide all consequences, the power of discharge 
vesting with the leader, and the power of dismissal 
and forfeiture of salary resting on the recommen- 
dation of the leader with the said David EUiott 
AV'ilkie, acting with the consent of the said 
committee. In witness whereof the said parties 
have hereunto set their hands the day and year 
above written. 

“ George James Landells— in charge of camels, 
second in command. 

“ William John Wills — as surveyor and astrono- 
mical observer, third in command. 

“ Herman Beckler — medical officer and botanist. 

** Ludwig Becker — furtist, naturi^st, and geolo- 
gist. 





=jpet809iS; the : 
oj^Kwite t^eir namm ; eiteh saJiM^ to 
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** CSiarles J. Ferguson — foreman. 

" Thomas F. M^Donagh — assistant. 

" William Paton „ 

, " Patrick Langan „ 

“ Owen Cowan „ 

“ William Brahe . „ 

“ Bobert Fletcher „ 

**John^ing „ 

“ Henry Creher „ 

“ John Diokford „ 

“ And three sepoys 

“ Signed by all the above in tlie presence of 

“ John Macadam, M.D. 

“ Robert Dickson.” 

Monday, the 20th of August, 1860, will be a 
memorable day in the annals of Melbourne, as 
recording the commencement of tbe expedition. 
It was not a false start but a bona-fide departure. 
Nearly the whole population suspended ordinary 
business and turned out to witness the imposing 
spectacle. The camels were a great attraction. 
The “Melbourne Herald” of the 2l8t gave the 
annexed description of the proceedings. 

, “Tom Campbell, in a tender moment, sang a 
sweet hymn to a ‘ Name Unknown,’ and many an 
ardent youth in and since his time, has Wrrowed 
induration from the dulcet numbers of the familiar 
bend, affid allows his imagination to run riot in 
* €MMtla*lniildinig’ upon this simple theme. Mad 
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we the poet’s gift, our enthusiasm might, doubtless, 
prompt us to extol in more lofty strain the praises 
of the ‘ great unknown ’ — the donor of the hand- 
some instalment of one thousand pounds towards 
the organization of an expedition to explore the 
terra incognita of interior Australia. But in the 
absence of the favour of the Muses, dull prose 
must serve the purpose we have in view. If the 
‘ unknown ’ were present yesterday in the Royal 
Park, his heart must have leaped for very joy, as 

did with one accoVd ihe hearts of the ‘ ten thou- 

\ 

sand’ or more of our good citizens, who there 
assembled to witness the departure of the Explor- 
ing Expedition. Never have we seen such a 
manifestation of heartfelt interest in any public 
undertaking of the kind as on this occasion. The 
oldest dwellers in Australia have experienced 
nothing to equal it. 

“ At an early hour crowds of eager holiday 
folks, pedestrian and equestrian, were to be seen 
hieing along the dusty ways to the pleasant glades 
and umbrageous shade (a warm breeze, the first 
of tlie season, was blowing from the north-east) 
of the Royal Park. A busy scene was there pre- 
sonted. Men, horses, camels, drays, and goods, 
were scattered here and there amongst the tents, 
in the sheds, and on the greensward, in pic- 
turesque confusion ; — everything premised a de- 
parture— the caravansery was to* be deserted. 
Hour after hour ps^d in the prepuntions 



jmnammt or thx kkfbdition. 


ilaitiiig. B 7 ««&d 4 > 7 , bowever, the dia78 ^ere 
. loaded~>ihoiigh not before a burden of three 
bimdred'Veigbt for each camel at starting ivas 
objected to» and extra vehicles had to be procured 
—■the horses and the camels were securely packed, 
and their loads properly adjusted. Artists, re* 
portent and favoured visitors were all the time 
hurrying and scurrying hither and thither to 
sketch this, to take a note of that, and to ask a 
question concerning t’other. It is needless to say, 

. that occasionally ludicrous replies were given to 
serious questions, and in the bustle of hurried 
furrangements, some very amusing contretemps 
occurred. One of the most laughable was the 
breaking loose of a cantankerous camel, and the 
startling and upsetting in the * scatter ’ of a popular 
limb of the law. The gentleman referred to is of 
large mould, and until we saw his. tumbling feat 
yesterday, we had no idea that he was such a 
iq>rightly gymnast. His down-going and up- 
rising were greeted with shouts of laughter, in 
which he good-naturedly joined. The erring 
camel went helter-skelter through the crowd, and 
was not secured until he showed to admiration how 
speedily can go ‘ the ship of the desert.’ 

"It was exactly a quarter to four o’clock when 
the expedition got into marching order. A lane 
-wiMt opened through the crowd, and in this the 
line was formed ; Mr. Burke on his preii^ httle 
^qy at ^ h^dL tlhe Hxploiatioii Conuitittee 
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of the Royal Society, together with a distinguished 
circle of visitors, amongst whom were several of 
our m(Mt respectable colonists and their families, 
took up a position in front. 

“The Mayor of Melboobks then mounted 
one of the drays, and said : Mr. Burke~^I am 
fully aware that the grand assemblage, this day, 
while it -has impeded your movements in starting, 
is at the same time a source of much gratification 
to you. It assures you of the most sincere sym- 
pathy of the citizens. (Hear, hear.) I will not 
detain you ; but for this great crowd, and on behalf 
of the colony at large, I say — God speed you! 
(Cheers.) His Worship then called for ‘three 
cheers for Mr. Burke,’ ‘three cheers for Mr. 
Landells,’ and ‘ three cheers for the party itself,* 
Avliich, it is needless to say, were responded to with 
all the energy and enthusiasm that are the charac- 
teristics of popular assemblagea He then con- 
cluded with again saying, ‘ God speed and bless 
you !’ 

“ Mr. Burke (uncovered) said, in a clear 
earnest voice that was heard all over the crowd : 
Mr. Mayor, -T-On behalf of myself and . the Ex- 
pedition I beg to return you my most sincere 
thanks. No expedition has ever started under 
such favourable circumsfrmces as this. The 
people, the Government, the committee->:all have 
done lieartily what they could doi. It is now. our 
turn ; and we shall noii^ wu justify 

H 2 
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wlitl yen borve done in sbowiog what we can do. 

(dkoera.) 

** !l%e part; at once got into motion. Following 
the leader were several pack horses, led by some 
of die assistants on foot. Then came llr. Landells, 
on a camd, next Dr. Becker, similarly mounted, 
and these were succeeded by two European assist- 
ants, riding on camels — one leading the ambulance 
camel, and the other leading two animals loaded 
with provisions. Sepoys on foot led the remainder 
of the camels, four and five iA hand, variously 
loaded, and the caravan was closed by one mounted 
sepoy. Altogether twenty-seven camels go with 
the expedition. Two new waggons, heavily 
loaded, followed at a good distance. These were 
built expressly for the expedition, and one of them 
is so constructed, that at a very short notice it can 
be taken off the wheels, and put to all the uses of 
a river pxmt, carrying an immense load high and 
dry on the water. If it be necessary to swim the 
camels, air bags are provided to be lashed under 
their jowls, so as to keep their heads clear when cross- 
ing deep sbreams. Two or three hired waggons and 
pne of the new ones, were detained in the park till 
•nearly dusk, in charge of the astronomer, Mr. W. J. 
Wills, and the foreman, who had to look to the 
dffCful poking of instruments, specimen cases, &c. 
The hired waggons will proceed as far as Swan 
HiU^oni^. Issaingf^ the south gate of the park, 
the party went down beMnd the nmnure depdt. 
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and thence on to the Sydney road, and the whole 
camped last night near the village of Essendon.” 

The first day’s march scarcely exceeded seven 
miles, the camping ground for the night being on 
an open space of greensward near the church at 
hissendon. Here I saw my son for the last time. 
It was with a feeling of great mi^ving that I 
took leave of him. On shaking hands with Mn 
Burke, I said frankly, “ If it were in my power, 
I would even now prevent his going.” I then 
added, “ If he knew what I am about to say, he 
w'ould not, I think, be well pleased ; but if you 
ever ha2:)pen to want my son’s advice or opinion, 
you must ask it, for he will not ofier it un- 
asked. No matter what course you may adopt, 
lie will folfew without remonstrance or murmur.” 
Mr. Burke shook me warmly by the band in re- 
turn, aud replied : “ There is nothing you can say 
will raise him higher in my estimation than he 
stands at present ; I will do as you desire.” There 
were some photographers present to take like- 
nesses. My son refused to be taken. “ Should it 
ever be wwth while,” he said, “ my father has an 
excellent one, which you can copy from.” Alas ! 
it has been copied very often since. 

The progress of the party was slow through the 
(inclosed districts, until they reached Swan Hill 
on the Murray, which, properly speaking, is the 
northern boundary of the colony of Tictoria. 
My son’s fii'st letter was dated Augint 26 ih. 



ntf HT som LRmntB of thk tvm of aogust, 

“ Mt dbar Father, 

“We are now at the Mia>Mia, lying be- 
twem M^Ivor and Oastlemaine (a roadside public* 
bouse). We are all right enough, except as 
regards cleanliness, and everything has gone well, 
barring the necessary break-downs, and wet 
weather. We have to travel slowly, on account 
of the camels. I suppose Professor Neumayer 
will overtake us in a day or two. I have been 
agreeably disappointed in my idea of the camels. 
They are far from unpleasant to ride ; in fact, it is 
much less fatiguing than riding on horseback, and 
even with the little practice I have yet had, 1 find 
it shakes me less. 1 shall write to you from 
Swan Hill, if not before. 

“ Your affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wili.8.*’ 

From Terrick Terrick, he writes, on the Slst 
of August, to his friend Mr. Byerly : “ Riding on 
cmnels is a much more pleasant process than I 
anticipated, and for my work I find it much better 
than riding on horseback. The saddles, as you 
are aware, are double, so I sit on the back |)ortion 
l;ehind the hump, and pack my instruments in 
front. 1 can thus ride on, keeping my journal 
and making calculations; and need only stop 
the emnd when 1 want to take any barings 
earefti%; but the barometers can be read and 
Ti^giiteivd without Hie animals aire very 
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quiet, and easily managed, much more so than 
horses.” 

His next letter to me is dated from Swan Hill, 
September 8th : — 

“ My dear Father, 

We arrived here on Saturday last, early in 
the afternoon. I had not time to write by the last 
post, which closed on the same evening. We are 
all in good health and spirits. The road we are 
about to take is not that which I had anticipated, 
namely, down the side of the Lower Darling, as 
we hear there is literally nothing for the horses to 
oat ; so that we are going right across the country 
to the Darling, passing the Murray at this place. 
We leave Swan Hill about the middle of next 
week, anrf shall then be out of the colony of 
Victoria. We are expecting Professor Neumayer 
up shortly, — a scrap of paper to-day by-the post- 
man says to-morrow. I am rather disappointed 
at not having yet an assistant surveyor, but I 
hope he will arrive shortly. Letters in future 
bad better be directed to the care of Dr. Macadam, 
the secretary, as they will have to go by sea.” 

On the 17th of September he writes to his 
mother : — 

**BalniaId, 

**Sepfamiber 17th, 186a 

“ My DEAR Mother, 

As 1 have an of^Ortmiity of aendurg a few 
lines l>y thdb I to take 
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advantage of the chance, because I know how 
glad you will he to receive them ; but I have not 
time sufBcient to give you any account of our 
journey. We are now at the last township at 
which we Trhall touch on our way tow’ards the 
interior of the continent. It is an out-of-the-way 
plac9> situated on the lower part of the Murrum- 
bidgee River. Our journey so far has been very 
satisfactory : we are most fortunate as regards the 
season, ^pr there has been more rain this winter 
than has been known for the last four or five 
years. In fact, it seems probable that we shall 
finish our work in a much shorter period than was 
anticipated ; very likely in ten or twelve months. 
The country up here is beautiful; everything 
green and pleasant ; and if you saw it now, yea 
would not believe that in two months’ time it 
could have such a parched and barren#appearancf 
as it will then assume. I hope to be able, cither 
from the Darling or from Cooper’s Creek, to send 
you some details of our proceedings. Pleas<* to 
remember me to all, and 

“Believe me, evenybtir affectionate son, 

“ William J. Wii 

At Balranald, beyond the Murray, Mr. Burki> 
found it impossible to get on further with his 
foremAn, Fexgisson, and discharged him in con- 
aefQ|9Bm. It required no deep penetration to 
ditpom tbut, this trould ooeur, B^oio tiily kfr 
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the Royal Park, I made a remark to one of the 
committee on Ferguson’s appearance and general 
demeanour : the gentleman 1 addressed replied, 
“ I have just told Burke he will have to shoot him 
yet.” 

When Ferguson returned to Melbourne, he 
published his own account of the affair ; and after 
the melancholy catastrophe of the expedition be- 
came known, he brought his action against the 
committee, and obtained a verdict for a con- 
siderable sum on the ground of unjust dismissal, 
proving his own statement in the absence of 
counter-evidence. Those who could or might have 
refuted it \verc dead. 

!Mr. Burke had no sooner rid himself of his 
troublesome foreman, than his second began to ex- 
liibit insubordination in an unmistakable manner. 
This reached a crisis by the time they had pro- 
ceeded as far as Mcnindie, on the Darling. 
Whatever Mr. Laudelis' merits may have been 
as a manager of camels, hjs post of second in 
command had evidently affected, the equilibrium 
of his intellects. He mistook his position, as also 
the character of his superior.^ His conduct was so 
manifestly unjustifiable that no one took his part, 
or defended him in the slightest degree. What 
his real motive was, whether to escape from 
danger when danger was likely to commsoice^ or 
to obtain the leadeiship of ^ expe^tion iumself, 
is difficuit to bad been sowing 
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duMnaon in the camp iit>m sn early period. My 
son was BO much engaged in his sdentifio avo- 
cations that he knew little of what was going on ; 
hut when Mr. Landells was ill-judged enough to 
talk plmn sedition to him, he saw at once, and 
clearly, the state of affairs. Mr. Burke was of 
a generous and unsuspecting nature; he trusted 
every one until practical experience opened his 
eyes, and then he naturally became angry, almost 
to violence. The following correspondence, which 
was published at the time, explains the affair 
exactly as it happened. Mr. Selwyn laid before 
the committee the letter from Professor Neu- 
mayer, enclosing my son's to him. The professor 
had been lost in the bush, and had to cut his way 
through the scrub for a distance of six miles. 


Yonngcra, November 8. 

“ Mt dear Sir, 

Bad news from the mepedition since I left 
tfa^ at M*Phm«oii's. I really do not know what 
to think of it. ,1 send you herewith a letter from 
Mr.. Wiling deBcriptave of the whole affiiir, and give 
yoa an^Knity to do. with it according to your 
vvEMTsi I am right in the 9tish, and have just met 
wf& Gaptain Cadell, who is so kind as to taka this 
to yo% in ordm* that yem might have a chahee of 
both sides of the qnegricn. landells I 
ni^t; and, acDoiding to hie state- 
oftOOttiw ha iiln tba Y%iit. 
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**I shall be in town in three or four weeks. 
Excuse my writing. 

“ Sincerely yours, 

Nedmateii. 

‘‘ Alfred Selwyn, Esq., 

Government Geologist.** 

- , Meoindie, October 16, 1860. 

‘‘ My dear Professor, 

“ I suppose you are by this time safe in town 
again. Great things have occurred since you left ; 
in fact, I have so much to'tell you that I do not 
know where to begin. 

“That Mr. Landells has resigned, and gives 
over his things to-morrow, is news at which y6u 
will not be much surprised ; but that Dr. Beckler 
has been foolish enough to follow his example, 
for no better reason than that he did not like the 
way in which Mr. Burke spoke to Mr. Landells, 
will I think rather astonish you. I shall now give 
you a full account of the whole matter, so that you 
may bo in a position to make any shitement that 
you may deem necessary in explanation of the 
proceedings. 

“It will be necessary for me to remind you 
that when you Idt^ornpany, Mr. lAmddils was 
there with the oame% for the purpose of bringing 
on some of the heavy goods to Lghtm the wag* 
^ns. This he did, -end reiched the camp at 
Billffifka on Tuesday^ the inst., wi^ ahdfut 
three tons, whilst ; went round by Iko 
lower road with^^ i^^^^ tonBii 



iidce &e late irilih hhn, graaily to 
tibeir disadvantage, because Hr. Londells wcnild 
not assume the responsibility of bringing them 
-with the camels. In bringing the things from 
Eompany, one of Goppin’s camels fell, having at 
the time pn his back a load of upwards of 4 cwt. 
The result of this fall was, according to Mr. 
Landdls* rq>art^ a dislocation of the shoulder, for 
which be said nothing ^eoald be done, so that the 
camel has been left behind a perfect cripple. I 
have dashed the above words because I myself 
do not believe it to be a dislocation, but only a 
strain ; but that’s merely my idea ; Mr. L. ought 
to know best. Certain it is that the poor brute 
hobbled nearly twenty miles after us on Thursday 
last, and I think that is rather a good pull for oik; 
with a dislocation of the shoulder joint. 

“On Thursday, the 4th inst., our own two 
waggons came up to M‘Pherson’«, and in tlu- 
evening Mr. Landells and I -went down to llio 
station to post some letters. On the way, Mr. L. 
made many remarks about Mr. Burke and his 
arrangmnents that were quite uncalled for. Ho 
told me, amongst other thing#, that Mr. B. had no 
tight to interfere about the camels ; that he had 
agreeanenta with the committee of which he be- 
lieved Mr. B. was ignorant ; that everything w^ 
misman^fed ; and, in fact, that if Mr. Burke had 
his way eveiytbii^ would go to the devil. 

“On.Friday the other waggons came up, and 
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it wais' intended that some of the eanmls dbiodd 
fetch up what things we required, and that the 
remainder should be stored at M^PhOTSon’s ; bu^ 
the camels were not to be found until late at 
night. On Saturday morning Mr. Landells and 
the Doctor went down with seventeen camels to the 
station, a distance of five miles, and, greatly to 
Mr. Burke’s disgust, did not return until after dark. 
In the meantime the nine remaining camels had 
travelled off, and could not be found anywhere. 

** On Sunday morning, M‘Pherson sent a note 
to Mr. Burke, requesting him to come down, as all 
the shearers were drunk on some of the camels’* 
rum, which they had obtained from the waggons. 
Mr. Burke hereupon expressed his determination, 
which he had previously mentioned to me, that he 
would leave the rum behind. Mr. Landells objected 
to this, and insisted on the necessity of taking it 
on, and told Mr. Burke, who was firm in his 

fit 

resolve, that he would not be responsible for the 
camels. Mr. B. said he should do as he pleased, 
and left the camp ; and as soon as he was gone, Mr.^ 
L. called me to take delivery of the Government 
things in charge, as he intended to leave for Mel- 
bourne at once. He said that Mr. B. was mad, and 
ho was frightened to stay in the tent with him. 
He then went off, telling me that he should deliver 
over the camels as soon as he Qould find them. It 
appears that he Went down to the station, and On 
mooting the waggon-drivers on the road, told then) 
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jQittt he iras about to leave, ao that every one in the 
camp knew it in a very short time. I should men* 
tion that everything was being got ready for a 
start; and on my mentioning to Mr. Burke what 
had passed, he said that he should take no notice 
of it until it was brought ofiBcially before him. 
When Mr. Landells returned, he ai^ed Mr. Burke 
in my presence to dismiss him, which Mr. B. 
refused to do, but said that he would forward his 
resignation if he wished it, with a recommendation 
that he should receive his pay up to that time. 
This did not exactly satisfy Mr. L., who wished to 
‘appear before the public as the injured individual. 
He, nevertheless, expressed to me several times his 
fixed determination to stay no longer. He took 
an opportunity in the evening, in his tent, to give 
expression to opinions of his, which would not tend, 
if listened to, to raise a leader in the estimation of 
his officers. He said that Mri B. was a rash, mad 
man ; that he did not know what he was doing ; 
that he would make a mess of the whole thing, 
and ruin all of us ; that he was frightened at him ; 
that he did not contider liimself safe in the tent 
with him, and many other things. Some of this 
whs amd in tiie presence of the Hootmr and Mr. 
Becker; but the most severe remarks were to me 
rdone aftm* they were gone. On Monday, Mr. 

Hq^kinson to write out fmr him 
1^ iomI ^en in a {mivate ooiiv^sation, 

Se%iltitiioB sevmMi which the kitim* 
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thought it best to make a note of at once. Hodg* 
kinson’s statement is this — that Mr. Landells 
having asked him whether he could keep a secret, 
told him, after extracting a sort of promise about 
holding his tongue, * ^t Mr. Burke wanted an 
excuse for discharging him, and that he bad sent 
him with the camels with an order to him (Mr. 
Landells) to find fault with him for that purpose. 
On hearing this, Hodgkinson wanted to go to Mr. 
Burke and speak to him about it at once; but 
Landells prevented tliis by reminding him of his 
promise. This all came out owing to some re- 
marks that Hodgkinson had made to me, and which 
I considered myself in '^duty bound to tell Mr. 
Burke. On Monday evening Mr. Landells was 
speaking to me about the best and. quickest way of 
getting to town, when I suggested to him that he 
niiglit be placing himself in a disagreeable position 
by leaving in such a hurry without giving any 
notice. He replied that he did not care, but that 
he meant to propose certain terms to Mr. Burke, 
which he read to me from his pocket-book, and on 
these terms only he would go—* That Mr. Burke 
should give him a written agreement that he, .Mr. 
L., should have full and unqualified charge of the 
camels, and that from, that time Mr. B, should not 
interfere with them in any way ; that they should 
travel no fiirther nor fiurter thim ISx. L. those, and 
that he should be aUowed to eariy 
them to theamoont of four Just 
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Mr. B. came up and called Mr. L. aside, 
and, as the former told me, read to him a letter that 
he had ‘written to accompany the resignation. The 
contents of this letter had a considerable effect on 
Mr. L., who said that it was a pity they should have 
had a"ny quarrel, and so acted on Mr. B-’s feelings, 
■that he allowed him to withdraw his resignation. 
.1 believe that the information which had arrived' 
about a steamer being on its way up the river had 
had a great influence in making Mr. Landells de- 
sirous to •withdraw his resignation ; but the chief 
reason was, no doubt, that he feared, from the con- 
cluding sentence of Mr. Burke’s letter, that the 
committee would refuse him his pay. 

“ After this, everything appeared to bo healed 
for a day or two ; but on Wednesday, from various 
matters that had occurred, I considered it my duty 
to mention to Mr. Burke about Hodgkinson and 
some things that Mr. Landells had said to me ; 
whereupon it came out that Mr. L. had been 
playing a fine game, trying to set us all together 

by the ears. To Mr, Burke be baa been abusing 

and finding fault ■with all of us *, so much so, that 
Mr.S. iella me that Landells positively hates me. 
We have, apparently, been the best of friends. To 
me, he has been abusing Mr. Burke, and has alwa 3 ’s 
spoken as if he hated the Doctor and Mr. Becker; 
vfhdxma wjith them he has been all milk and honey. 
Tfaeri Ilf fea^ a man in the party whom he has 
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** Mr, Burke went ahead with the horses from 
Bilbarka, partly because he wanted to be here 
sooner than the rest, and partly in order to avoid a 
collision with Mr. Landells. He. asked Dr. Beckler 
to accompany him, for we both expected that Mr. 
Landells would be tampering with him, as we 
found he had been with others ; but the Doctor 
said that he preferred going with the camels, so 
that after the first day, when we found that Dr. 
Beckler would not go on* with the horses, Mr. 
Burke took Mr. Becker and myself with him. 
We crossed the horses at a very good crossing at 
Kinchica, six miles below Menindie. Mr. Burke 
sent me up from there in the steamer, whilst he 
took the horses up. On our arrival, we found that 
Mr. Landells had ridden up also, having left the 
camels at Kinchica ; he objected to making them 
swim the river, and wanted the steamer’s barge to 
cross them over. This Mr. Burke refused, because 
the captain and every one else said that it would be 
a very dangerous experiment, from the diflSculty 
of getting them on or off, which is no easy matter 

tx> do safely, even on a punt arranged for the pur-* 

pose; and as for the barge, it can ecaxcely he 
brought within six feet of the bank; so Mr. 
Burke insisted on their swimming the river at Elin-* 
chica. After dinner we went dovm to assist in 
crossing them, but Mr. lAndells said it was too late, 
and that he would cross them at ten o’clock next 
morning. On 'his remarking tlmt there .wi« no 
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rope here, I mentioned that we had just brought 
one across with us, when he wanted to know what 
businesB I had to say anything. Altogether he 
made a great fool of himself before sevdiul of the 
men; and a Mr. Wright, the manager of the 
Kinchica station. For this Mr. Burke gave him 
an overhauling, and told him that if his officers 
misconducted themselves, he (Mr. B.) was the 
person to blow them up. Mr. Burke then told me, 
before Mr. LandeUs, "that he wished me to be 
present ^t the crossing of the camels, at ten o’clock 
to-morrow. 

** Mr. LandeUs then jumped up in a rage,;a8king 
Mr. Burke whether he intended that I should 
superintend him, and what he meant by desiring 
me to be present. Mr. Burke answered him .that 
if he knew his place he would not ask such a 
question; that he had no right to ask, it, and that 
he (Mr. B.) should give what orders he thought 
proper to his officers without considering himself 
responsible to Mr. L. ; that Mr. LandeUs’ conduct 
was insolent and improper, and that he would have 
no more of it. This was on Monday. 

“ On Tuesday morning Mr. L. sent in his resig- 
n$diou, and in the course of the day. Dr. Beckler 
followed his example, giving as his reason that ho 
did not like the manner in which Mr. Burke spoke 
to Mr. Lmidells, and that he did not consider that 
the party was safe without Mr. LandeUs to manage 
the camels. Now there is no mistake. Dr. Beckler 
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is an honest little fellow, and well-intentioned 
enough, but he is nothing of a bushman, although 
he has had so much travelling. Landells has taken 
advantage of his diffidence for his own purposes ; 
and at the same time that he hates him, he has put 
on such a smooth exterior, that he has humbugged 
and hoodwinked him into the belief that no one 
can manage the camels but himself.”. 

The upshot was that the committee accepted 
the resignations of Mr. Landells and Dr. Beckler, 
and expressed their entire appi’ohation of the 
conduct of Mr. Biirke. 

The following extract from the Melbourne lead- 
ing journal, the “ Argus,” — and with the view 
therein expressed all the other newspapers coincided 
— shows pretty clearly the stRte of public opinion 
on the question : — 

“ Whatever may be the interest attached to 
the communications respecting the Victorian Ex- 
ploring Expedition, as read before the committee 
of the Royal Society, there can be little doubt but 
that the judgment pronounced on Mr. Landells 
remains unaltered. He deserted his leader on the 
eve of the fight ; and such an act, so subversive of 
all discipline, and so fat from the thoughts of the 
smallest drummer-boy, renders all explanations 
coirtemptibla . ‘ In the present instance, Mr. Lan- 
dells’ explanations make his act the more inexcu- 
sable. He is still oi opinion that the camels are 
indispensable to the safety of the party, and that 

I 2 
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he is* indispensable to the safety of the camels. 
The inference ^ therefore, that he knowingly 
left the parly to perish. Indeed, we should not 
at aU enter into an examination of Mr. Landells’ 
letter, but that it may enable us to form some 
opinion as to the prospects of the expedition itself, 
and as to the suitability of Mr. Burke for its leader- 
ship. 

“The charges brought against Mr. Burke by his 
late lieutenant, comprise almost everything that a 
commander should not be guilty of. His acts of 
commission and omission comprehend everything 
that a bad general could possibly commit or omit, 
and Mr. Landells winds up his bad qualities by 
asserting that he ‘ cultivates the spy system,’ and 
treats his men like a parcel of ‘ convicts.’ Not 
only is he ‘ ungentlemanly ’ to his officers and 
* interfering with the best interests of the party ’ 
— ^not only has he ‘ displayed such a want of judg- 
ment, candour, and decision but he has also 
shown, in addition to these and many other 
shortcomings, * such an entire absence of any and 
every quality which should characterize him as its 
leader, as has led to the conviction in ray own 
mind that under his leadership the expedition will 
be attended by the most disastrous results.’ 

. But in this matter we are not left to deoide 
between Mr. Landells’ accoimt and Mr. Burke's 
account. Mr. Wills, the third officer, may be 
taken) as an impartial Observer, and his statement. 
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a private communication to the head of the depart- 
ment to which he lately belonged, Professor Neu- 
mayer, is free from any suspicion of toadyism. 
From it we may find abundant reason for the 
conduct which Mr. Landells calls ‘strange.’ If 
Mr. Burke was restless at nights, hasty in the 
day, and apparently undecided what course to 
pursue, we have from this account of the matter 
only to wonder that he managed to bear with Mr. 
Landells so long as he. did. Here the rage is all 
on Mr. Landells’ side. ‘ Mr. Landells then jumped 
up in a rage, asking Mr. Burke whether he in- 
tended that I should superintend him?’ . To 
talk, touch, or mention anything about his fa- 
vourites, the camels, was sure to bring on ‘a 
.scone.’ ‘ On his remarking that there was no 
rojie here, I mentioned that we had just brought 
one across with us, when he wanted to know what 
husiness I had to say anything. Altogether, he 
made a great fool of himself before several of the 
men, and a Mr. Wright, the manager of the 
Kiiicliica Station.’ These camels, under Mr. 
Landells’ spoiling, appear to have become the 
plague of the expedition. They were to have 
nun — solely, as it now appears, because Mr, 
Landells ‘ knew of an oflBcer who took two camels 
through a two years’ campaign in Oahul, the 
Punjab, and Scinde, by allowing them arinck.* 
They were to carry more stores for themselves 
than they were worth. They were not to make 
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long journeys, nor to travel in bad weather, nor 
to*be subject to any one’s direction, or opinion, or 
advice. In fine, the chief difficulty of exploring 
Australia seemed to consist in humouring the 
camels. We may imagine the feelings of a leader 
with such a drag as this encumbering him. Mr. 
Pickwick could never have viewed with such 
disgust the horse which he was obliged to lead 
about as Mr. Burke must have regarded his 
camels. When to this* it is added that the leader 
observed various intrigues carried on, we cannot 
wonder that he determined to come to an open 
rupture before Mr. Landells and the camels had 
completely disorganized the expedition. ‘ Where- 
upon it came out,’ writes Mr. Wills, ‘ that Mr. 
Landells has been playing a fine game, trying 
to set us all together by the ears. There is 
scarcely a man in the party whom he has not 
urged Mr. Burke to dismiss.’ Under sUch a 
state of things, the leader of the expedition must 
have been painfully aware that his party was in 
no fit state of organization to enter on a most 
perilous imdertaking, and that while such con- 
tinued, both he and his men were going to in- 
evitable destruction. If his conduct appeared to 
Mr. Landells restless and uncertain, we may 
wonder how, under the circumstances, it could be 
otherwise. We find it impossible to believe that 
the Exploring Committee of the Royal Society 
could have secretly informed Mr. Landells that he 
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held independent command, for such a thing 
would be a burlesque on discipline. He claims 
the sole management of the camels ; and perhaps 
the committee may have defined his duty as such. 
But so also has a private soldier the sole manage- 
ment of his musket, but it is under the directions 
of his officer. Profound as may be Mr. Landells’ 
knowledge of camels, it would be worse than 
useless unless subject to the direction of his com- 
manding officer.” 

Mr. Burke, on the resignation of Mr. Landells, 
immediately promoted my son to the post fie had 
vacated, which appointment the committee con- 
finned. • Here there was perfect union and 
reciprocal understanding. Neither had petty 
jealousies or reserved views. The success of the 
expedition was their object, and personal glory 
their aim. The leader had every confidence in 
his second, and the second was proud of his leader. 
But Mr. Burke committed an error in the selection 
of Mr. AVright for the third position in command, 
without any previous knowledge or experience of 
liis capabilities. In this he acted from his im- 
pulsive nature, and the consequences bore heavily 
on his own and my son’s fate. To the misconduct 
of Mr. AVright, in the words of the report of the 
Committee of Inquiry, “ are mainly attributable 
the whole of the disasters of the expedition, with 
the exception of the death of Gray.” In appeiajv 
anco and acquirements, there was nothing to 
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reoommend him. The gentleman suggested by Mr. 
Burke as a substitute for Dr. Beckler, most unjustly, 
according to general opinion, desired to supplant 
my son. This the majority of the committee refused 
to accede to, and Mr. Nicholson, the chief secretary, 
agreed with their decision. Others, including 
myself, offered to go ; and a dispute, or*hither a 
discussion arose on the matter, which produced 
delay, so that no one was sent at all. Another 
fatal mistake. It will 'be a source of sorrow and 
strong regret to me as long as 1 exist, that I did 
not, of my own will, push on to Menindie, where I 
might have been instrumental in saving one for 
whom I would willingly have risked my life. • But 
no one then foresaw or expected the errors which 
caused the surviving travellers to perish on their 
return. 

But the actual cause of what might appear to 
be neglect on the part of the committee, in pro- 
crastinating the medical appointment, or other 
matters that were delayed, arose from the want of 
funds. The sum subscribed had been expended, 
and when Mr. Hodgkinson arrived at Melbourne, 
with Wright’s despatch (written, however, hy 
Hodgkinson), asking for cash, and a confirmation 
of his appointment as third in command, the 
coinmittee had no balance at their disposal. His 
Exoellen<gr, Sir Henry Barkley, to prevent any 
misfortune on that ground, came forwmd on his 
Aper^onal- guarantee, and became responsible until 
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Parliament should again meet. The funds asked- 
for by Wright, and even more, were granted ; but 
I believe it would puzzle the committee, to this 
day, to find what became of them. One of the 
avowed objects was to purchase sheep; this, at 
least, was neglected. Hodgkinson fulfilled his 
mission zealously, and returned to Wright within 
as short a time as possible. But Wright lingered 
inactively at Menindie, allowed the proper time 
for following out the tract of Mr. Burke to glide 
away, and disgracefully broke faith with one who 
had too generously trusted him. 

One word more with respect to Mr. Landells. 
His assertion, believed by no ratibnal person at 
the time, and emphatically denounced by Mr. 
Burke in his despatch as “false,” that he had 
private instructions from the committee, rendering 
him in some respects independent of his leader, was 
utterly disproved by the evidence of Dr. Macadam, 

1 lonorary Secretary, related before the Royal Com- 
mission, who said in reply to Qu. 110 : “We gave 
Mr. Landells no private instructions whatever ; 
that has been answered over and over" again.” 
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CHAPTER VII. 

From Menindie on tiie Darling to Torowoto — Burke's Despatch, 
and Mr. Wills’ llcport from Torowoto — Mr. Wright’s unaccountable 
delay at Menindie — The Expedition proceeds onwards to Cooper’s Creek 
— Exploring Trips in that] Neighhourliood — ^Loss of Three Camels — 
My Son’s Letters to his Sister, December Cth and 15th — Incorrectness 
of M*Ik)nough’s ^tements. 

The incapables being happily disposed of, Mr. 
Rurke and his party left Menindie on the lOtli 
of October. The committee having decided 
on Cooper’s Creek as the basis of his operations, 
he pushed on in that direction, and reached To- 
rowoto on the 29th of the same montli. h’rom the 
latter encampment he forwarded the following 
despatch, including my son’s surveying report. 

** Torowoto, Oct. 20 f 186(1 

I have the honour to report, that I left Menin- 
die on the 19th instant with the following party : — 
Messrs. Burke, Wills, Brahe, Patten, M‘Donough, 
King, Gray, Dost Mahomet, fifteen horses and 
ffiixteeii camels, and Mr. Wright, who had kindly 
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volunteered to show me a practical route towards 
Cooper’s Creek, for a distance of a hundred 
miles from the Darling; and he has more than 
fulfilled his promise, for we have now travelled for 
upwards of 200 miles, generally through a fine 
sheep-grazing country ; and we have not had any 
difficulty about water, as we found creeks, or 
waterholes, many of them having every appear- 
ance of permanent water, at distances never exceed- 
ing twenty miles. Mr. 'Wills’s report, herewith 
forwarded, gives all the necessary details. Al- 
though travelling at the rate of twenty miles a 
day, the horses and camels have all improved in 
condition, and the country improves as we go on. 
Yesterday, from Wanominta to Paldrumata Creek, 
we travelled over a splendid grazing country, and 
to-day, we are encamped on a creek or swamp, 
the hanks of which are very well grassed, and 
good feed all the way from our last camp (44), 
except for two miles, where the ground was barren 
and swampy. Of course it is impossible for me to 
say what effect an imusxially dry summer would 
2 )ro(hico throughout this country, or whether 
wo are now travelling in an unusually favour- 
able season or not. I describe things as I find 
them. 

“ Mr. Wright returns from here to *Menindie. 
I informed him that I should consider him third 
officer of the e:i^pedition, subject to the approval 
of the committee, from the day of our departure 
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from Menindie, and I hope that they will confirm 
the appointment. In the mean time I have in- 
stmcted him to follow me up with the remainder 
of the camels to Cooper’s Creek, to take steps to 
procure a supply of jerked meat, and I have 
written to the doctor to inform him that I have 
accepted his resignation, as, although I was 
anxious to await the decision of the committee, 
the circumstances will not admit of delay, and he 
has- positively refused to leave the settled dis- 
tricts. I am willing to admit that he did his best 
until his fears for the safety of the party overcame 
him; hut these fears, I think, clearly show how 
unfit he is for his post. If Mr. Wright is allowed 
to follow out the instructions I have given him, I 
am confident that the result will be satisfactory ; 
and if the committee think proper to make inquiries 
with regard to him they will find that he is well 
qualified for the post, and that he bears the very 
highest character. I shall proceed on from here to 
Cooper’s Creek. I may, or may not, be able to 
send back from there until we are followed up. 
Perhaps it would not be prudent to divide the 
party; the natives here have told Mr. Wright 
that we shall meet with opposition on our way 
th6re. Perhaps I might find it advisable to leave 
a dep6t at Cooper’s Creek, and to go on with a 
small party to examine the country beyond it. 

** Under any circumstances it is desirable that wo 
fibould soon be followed up. I consider myself 
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very fortunate in having Mr. Wills as my second 
in command. He is a capital ofiScer, zealous and 
untiring in the performance of his duties, and I 
trust that he will remain my second as long as 
I am in charge of the expedition. 

“ The men all conduct themselves admirably, 
and they are all most anxious to go on ; but the 
committee may rely upon it that I shall go on 
steadily and carefully, and that I shall endeavour 
not to lose a chance or to run any unnecessary 
risk. 

“ I have the honour to be, Sir, 

“ Your most obedient servant, 

“ R. O’Hara Burke, Leader. 

“ P.S. — The two blacks and four horses go back 
with Mr. Wright.” 

“ The following is a list of the camps from 
Monindie to this place : — 

Gamp No, 

Oct. 19. Totoynya, a waterhole on the 


j^lains 35 

20. Kokriega, well in the Scope 

Ranges 36 

21. Bilpa Creek, do. ..... 37 

22. Botoja Clay-pans 38 

23. Langawirra Gully, Mount Dou- 

beny Range 39 

24. Bengora Creek, Mount Dou- 

beny Range ...... 40 

26. Naudtherungee Creek , . . 4V 



126 


MR. WILLS’S SURVEY. 


Camp No. 

Oct. 26. Teltawongee Creek .... 41 

27. Wonominta Creek .... 43 

28. A clay-pan on the plains . . 44 

29. Torowoto Swamp ..... 45 

“ Lat., 30“ V 30' S. ; long., 142“ 27' E.” 

Oct. 30, i860. Forwarded. 

“E. O’Hara Burke, Leader. 

“ Dr. Macadam, Secretary 

Exploring Expedition.” 


FROM MR. WILLS, SECOND IN COMMAND, ASTRONOMER 
AND SURVEYOR OP THE TARTY. 

surveyor’s report, 

“ The country, Bilbarka and Tolarno, in tlio 
immediate vicinity of the eastern bank of the 
Eiver Darling, presents the most barren and 
miserable appearance of any land that we have 
yet met with.^ It consists chiefly of mud flats, 
covered with polygonum bushes, box timber, and 
a few salsolaceous plants, of inferior quality. 
Above Tolamo there is a slight improvement, 
and between Kinchica and Menindie there is some 
fair grazing country. All agree in saying that 
there is fine grazing land back from the river ; 
but the want of water will probably prevent its 
being occupied, except in a very partial manner, 
for many years ; and I fear that the high sand 
ridges, twenty to forty feet, and in some cases more 
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than sixty feet above the level of the river banks, 
will form almost insuperable barriers in the way of 
any one who inay attempt to conduct water from 
the river by means of canals. It appears to me, from 
the information that I have been able to obtain, 
that the difficulties with which settlers have here 
to contend arise not so much from the absorbent 
nature of the soil as from the want of anything 
to absorb. This last season is said to have been 
the most rainy that they have had for several 
years ; yet everything looked so parched up that 
I should have imagined it had been an exceedingly 
dry one. 

“Gales. — I noticed that the forests for about 
30 miles below Menindie had been subjected to 
severe gal^ from W.N.W. This was so striking, 
that I at first thought it was the effect of a hurri- 
cane ; but I could find no indications of a whirl- 
ing force, all the trees and branches lying in the 
same direction ; besides which, they seemed to 
have been torn down at various times, from the 
different stages of decay in which they were 
found; and Mr. Wright has subsequently informed 
me that almost every spring they have a gale from 
W.N.W., which lasts but a short time, but 
carries everything before it. It is this.same strip 
of country which is said to be ittore favoured with 
rain than that lower down. 

“ Sand Drifting. — One can perceive everywhere 
in the neighbourhood of Menindie, the effect of the 
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wpds in shifting the sand, by the numerous logs 
in various stages of inhumation. 

“ The Darling Pea. — It appears *to be a dis- 
puted question, even on the river, as to the effect 
of the Darling pea on horses, some asserting that 
they beconie cranky simply from eating that herb, 
and* others that it is starvation that makes them 
mad. I could get no satisfactory information even 
as to the symptoms, which seem to vary consider- 
ably ; but this I had from a reliable source, that 
horses will eat the pea in large quantities without 
being injuriously affected, provided they can ob- 
tain other food as well ; but that when they are 
on portions of the river where they can get 
nothing else to eat, then they soon get an attack 
of madness. 

“Menindie to Scrope Eanges. — The country 
between Menindie and Kokriega, in the Scrope 
Eanges, a distance of thirty-six miles in a n6rth- 
erly direction, is a fine open tract of counter, well 
grassed, but having no permanent water. At 
Ko^iega there is a well which may be relied on for 
a small supply, but would be of no use in watering 
cattle in large numbers. The ranges are composed 
of ferruginous sandstone and quartz conglomerate, 
and as to. vegetation are of a very uninviting 
aq>ect. The plain' to the south is covered with 
quartz and sandstone pebbles. About five miles 
to the of the Kokriega is a spot where the 
fuchist roc^ crops out from under the sandstone. 
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and the rises here have somewhat of an auriferous 
character. 

" North of the Scrope Range. — To the north of 
the Scrope Range the country , has much the same 
appearance, except that there are more trees, and 
no stones until one reaches the Mount Doubeny 
Ranges, a distance of nearly forty miles. ■ At a 
spot half way, named Botoga, there are some flats 
well calculated for collectyig and retaining rain 
water. 

“ Mount Doubefty Range. — In this range there 
are, no doubt, many places where permanent water 
may be found in considerable quantities. Two 
places I may mention where the water is certainly 
j)ormaiient — Mutwongee, a gully midway between 
camps 3!) and 40; and Bengora Creek, the latter 
camp. 

“Coiintry North of Mount Doubeny. — From 
these ranges up to our present position we have 
]'assed over as good grazing country as one would 
Avish to see ; salt buslies of every kind, gra^ in 
aliundance, and plenty of water. Amongst the 
j anges we found kangaroo grass as high as our 
slioulders, and on the plains the spear grass up to 
our knees. 

“ Naudtherungee Creek. — At this creek, which 
takes its rise near Mount Lyell, and probably 
flows into the M‘Farlane’8 Creek of Sturt, we 
found a small shallow pond of water, in the 
sandy bed of the creek. This did not look very 
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promising, but on digging I found that the whole 
bed of the creek was a mass of loose sand, through 
which the water freely permeated, and that the 
waterhole we found was only a spot where, the 
level of the surface of the sand being below 
that of the water, the latter oozed through. I am 
informed by Mr. Wright, who was here in January 
last, that the creek contained much more water 
then than now. 

“ Country North of Naudtherungee Creek. — 
For a few miles to the north • of this creek the 
ground is very sandy, and timbered with pines, 
acacias, and several descriptions of trees with 
which I am unacquainted. There ai’e two very 
handsome trees that I have never seen in any 
other part of the country — the leopard tree 
(called so from its spotted bark), and a tree 
which in general appearance much resembles the 
poplar. On these sandhills tlie graSvS is very 
coarse, but in the flats there is good feed. Beyond 
the sand rises the country becomes more open 
again ; and at about twelve or thirteen miles (jiie 
comes to quartz rises, from which there is a fine 
view to the E., N., and W. Two creeks are 
•distinctly visible by the lines of gum timber ; they 
take their rise near some hills to the eastward, 
and passing around towards the north, join at a 
point about three miles N. W., from whence the 
resulting creek continues in a W.N.W. direction, 

far as the eye can reach. The hills are com> 
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posed of an argillaceouss chist. On several of the 
lower rises, quartz reefs crop out, and some of the 
quartz which I examined had every appearance 
of being auriferous, except, the main one — the 
colour of the gold. There are some fine waterhbles 
in the first creek (Teltawongee), but I cannot say 
for certain that the water is permanent. The 
whole of the country from here to our next camp, 
a distance of twenty-six mjles, is the finest I have 
seen for collecting and retaining water ; and the 
only question as* to a permanent supply of that 
essential liquid is, whether this part of the country 
is subject to long-continued droughts ; for the water- 
bolcs that we have met with are not large enough 
tt^ last for any great length of time, in the event 
of the country being stocked. At ten miles from 
Teltawongee, we came to the Wonominta — a creek 
having all the characteristics of water-courses 
that take their rise in hills of schistoze formation. 
7\t first, the numberless small waterholes, without 
the trace of a creek connecting them, then the 
d(,'ep-cut narrow channel, with every here and 
there a fine waterhole. The banks of the creek 
are clothed with high grass and marshmallows. 
The latter grow to an immense size bn nearly all 
the creeks out here. 

“ The Wonominta Ranges . are high, bare* 
looking hills, lying to the eastward of the creek ; 
the highest peaks must be between two and three 
thousand feet above the sea. The blacks say that 
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there is no water in them — an assertion that I 
can scarcely credit. They say, however, that 
there is a fine creek, with permanent water, to 
the east of the ranges, flowing northwards. At 
the point of the Wonominta Creek where we 
camped there is a continuous waterhole of more 
than -a mile long, which, they say, is never dry. 
It is from fifteen to twenty feet broad, and ave- 
rages about five feet in depth, as near as I could 
ascertain. P’rom this point, Camp No. 43, the creek 
tuims to the N.W. and around* to N., where it 
enters a swamp, named Wannoggin ; it must be 
the same that Sturt crossed in coming acros.s from 
Evelyn Plains. In going over to Wannoggin, a 
distance of fourteen miles, I found the plains 
everywhere intersected by small creeks, most of 
them containing water, which was sheltered bom 
the sun by the overhanging branches of drooping 
shrubs, tall marshmallows, and luxuriant salt 
bushes; and at some of them \voro liundi’eds of 
ducks and waterhens. When cro.ssing s(uuc fiais 
of light-coloured clay soil, near Wannoggin, 
and which were covered with box timber, one 
might almost fancy hira.sclf in another planet, 
they were so arid and barren. The Wannoggin 
Swamp is at present dry, but I belieVe it is gene- 
rally a fine place for water. Birds arc very 
numerous about there, and I noticed that by far 
the greater portion of the muslka trees (a species 
of acacia) contained nests, either old or new. 
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“At about twenty miles from Wonominta, in a 
N.N.E. direction, there is a fine creek, with a 
waterliole about a mile long, which we passed^; 
and Mr. Wright tells me there is a larger one 
further up the creek. 

“ The land in the neighbourhood of the Toro- 
woto Swamp is very fine for pastoral purposes. 
It is rather low and swampy, and therefore better 
for cattle than for sheep.. There appears to be a 
gradual fall in the land from Totoynya to this place, 
amounting to about 500 feet. This swamp can 
scarcely bo more than 600 feet above the sea, if so 
much. The highest ground over which we have 
]>assed has been in the Mount Doubeny Ranges, 
from Laugawirra to Bengora, and that appears to 
be about 1000 feet above the sea. Mount Ben- 
gora i.s, by barometrical observation, about 300 
feet above the camp at Bengora, but it is not the 
highest j)cak in the range by perhaps fifty or sixty 
feet; and 1 think wo may assume. that the highest 
])eak does not exceed 1,500 feet above the sea. 

“ M{!t(?orogical. — We have been very fortunate 
uj) to the present time as regards the weather, 
botli in having had plenty of water and moderate 
1emporaturc.s. The thermometer has never risen 
abov6 88°’5' in the shade, and has seldom been 
below 50" ; the average daily range having been 
I V(,)m 58" to 80". During our stay on the Darling, 
the temperature of the water varied very slightly, 
being always between 65® and 67®. The winds 
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have generally been light, frequently going all 
round the compass in the course of the day ; but 
in any case it has almost invariably fallen calm after 
sunset. Cirri and cirro stratus clouds have been 
very prevalent during the* day, and cumulo stratus 
during the night. 

“ Wells and Creeks. — The temperature of the 
water in the well at Kokriega, at ten a.m. Oct. 21, 
was 58°'5', being exactly the same as the tempe- 
rature of the air. That of the water between the 
rocks, at Bilpa, at five p.m. on the same day, w'as 
64®, the temperature of air being 75°. The tem- 
perature of the water in the sand at Nandthe- 
rungee, at seven a.m. on the 26th, was 59°'5', that 
of the air being 62°. At five a.m. October 28, the 
temperature of the water in Wonominta Creek 
was 63°'5', that of the air being 62°. 

“ Note.— The temperature of the water is always 
taken within six inches of the surface.” 

The Eoyal Commission of Inquiry censured Mr. 
Burke for the appointment of Mr. Wright, without 
personal knowledge of him ; and, judging by the 
lamentable results, a grave mistake it was. But 
Mr. Burke was placed in great difficulty by tlie 
rei^gnation of Mr. Landells and Dr. Beckler, and 
acted to the best of his judgment under the cir- 
cumstances, with the means at his disposal. IJis 
confidence, too hastily bestowed, was repaid 
by in^titude and contumely. Wright never 
<«|>oke of his . commander without using terms of 
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disparagement, and dwelling on his incapacity. 
“He was gone to destruction,” he said, “and 
would lose all who were with him.” He repeated 
these words to me, and others even stronger, both in 
Melbourne and in Adelaide. McDonough, in his 
evidence before the Royal Commission, was asked, 
“ What did you say as to Mr. Wright’s despond- 
ing ?” He answered (436) : “ He always gave Mr. 
Burke up as lost ; said he was neither gone to 
Queensland nor anywhere else ; the man has rushed 
madly on, depending upon surface water, and is 
lost in the desert, He never gave us any hope 
for him ; in fact, so much so, that I offered to 
make a bet that lie would be found at Queensland, 
or turn up somewhere.” 

It has been seen by Mr. Burke’s despatch of the 
20th of October, that he gave orders to Mr. Wright 
to follow him up to Cooper’s Creek with the re- 
mainder of the camels and supplies, without unne- 
cc's.sary delay. McDonough states (ans. 197) that 
Mr. liurke said to him, on the 15th of December, 
“ I expect Mr. Wright up in a few days — a fort- 
night at farthest. I left him positive instructions to 
follow me.” King states (ans. 693) “that on the 
IGth of December, Mr. Burke told the party ‘he 
then expected Mr. Wright daily.’ ” Wright him- 
self states in his evidence (ans. 1235), ** I gave Mr. 
Burke my word that I would take the remainder of 
the party out, as soon as I returned to Menindie.” 

A circumstance happened . about thk tim^ 
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(Dec. 1860 ), which delayed him, but not even that 
necessarily. Information reached Melbourne that 
Mr. Stuart had nearly penetrated to the Gulf of Car- 
pentaria, more to the westward ; that he had been 
driven back by the natives, but would start again 
immediately. The Committee thought it advisable 
to forward the intelligence to Mr. Burke.* This 
was done by a despatch to Swan Hill, where Mr. 
Foster was. superintendent of police. He accord- 
ingly sent on a trooper named Lyons, who followed 
in the track of the party, and arrived at Menindie 
just as Wright returned with bis two natives, 
after escorting the expedition to Torowoto. Lyons 
refused to give up the despatch, as he had been 
ordered to place it in Mr. Burke’s own hands. 
Here was a plausible excuse for Wright, no doul)t. 
so he sent McPherson, a saddler by trade, who 
had been engaged m route by Mr. Burke, acconi- 
panied by Dick, a native, to assist Lyons in his 
pursuit of the leader. Had he put himself and 
the whole party in motion at once, the lubseipu iit 
n^fortunes would have been averted. Lyons ami 
McPherson lost their way, being quite unable to 
overtake Mr. Burke, who had eight days’ suiri, 
travelling at the rate of twenty miles a <la}. 
iS^either had they ingenuity enough to fiml Mr. 
Burke’s tracks, although accompanied by a nativf , 
vliioh is inapplicable, if they trusted to Dick, who 
)iad )30th inteUigeuoe and energy of purpot*. Ho 
Icpod hm to Wright, however, and was 
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thus the means of saving the lives of the trooper 
and McPherson. 

Hodgkinson, we have seen, was despatched by 
Wright to Melbourne, from Menindie, on the 19th 
of December, with letters assuming to be written 
by himself, but, in fact, by Hodgkinson. Whether 
the committee knew this does not appear : if they 
did not, here was one reason for confirming 
Wi'ight’s appointment. Hodgkinson reached 
Melbourne on the morning of the 30th, riding 
nearly four hundred miles in eleven days. A 
meeting of the committee was called on Monday, 
the 31st, at which His Excellency attended, and 
Hodgkinson started on his return the same 
evening. Tins certainly was business. Nearly 
double the sum that ho had asked was allowed to 
Wright, in cash. From the 5th of November, he 
lingered at Menindie, until the 19th of December, 
doing nothing. He says he was waiting for an 
answer to a letter he had previously sent. Dr. 
Maeadam; the Secretary, denies that he ever 
l eceived such a letter. Wright is here unworthy 
of credit, for he could not write. This was* ex- 
tracted froin himself, after considerable fencing, in 
his examination before the Commission on the 12th 
of December, 1861 : 

Mr. Wm. Wright further examined. 

Qu. 1565. “ There is evidently some disorepani^ 
between the statement tlmt yotf wote yotonaelf on 
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the 5th of November, when you came back, and 
the statement 'of Dr. Macadam that no such letter 
was ever received. This letter of yours of the 
19th of December, is it written by yourself? — The 
one I sent myself? 

1666. “ The one of the 19th of December, is it in 
your own handwriting ? — The one that is missing ? 

1667. “ No ; this one [handing a paper to the wit- 
ness]? — ^No,itis not; Hodgkinsondid all the Writing. 

1568. “Did he write the one that is stated to 
be missing ? — No, he did not. 

1569. “ You wrote that one ? — I wrote that with 
my own hand. I just wrote a few words. 

1570. “Could your memory serve yon suffi- 
ciently to write the purport of that letter that is 
missdng ? — It would not. 

1571. “Nothing approaching to it? — I never 
thought for a moment of keeping a coj)y of it, or 
of giving it to Hodgkinson to keep a copy. 

1572. “ Have you no recollection of the general 
purport of it ? — I just mentioned that Mr. Burke 
had appointed me to take the party out and take 
the command *, that is about the heads of it. 

1573. “ Have you any objection to write a letter 
similar to that one, as nearly as you can remembtu- 
it? — ^No. I write a very indifferent hand. 

1674. “ Which was the reason, it is to be pre- 
sumed, why you got some one to write the letter of 
the 19th ? — ^Yes.” 

Hodgkii^n arrived at Menindie on the 9th of 
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January, 1861,and immediately placed in Wright’s 
hands the following letter : — 

_ “ Melbourne, December Slst. 

Sir, 

“ Your despatch of the 19th inst., forwatded 
per Mr. Hodgkinson, was laid before a meeting of 
the members of the Exploration Committee held 
this day, when the following resolutions were 
carried unanimously : 

“ 1. ‘That a letter be forwarded to Mr. Wright, 
informing him that his appointment as third in 
command of the Victorian Expedition, by Mr. 
Burke, has been approved of and confirmed by this 
committee. 

“2. * That Mr. Wright, third officer of the 
Victorian Expedition, be empowered to procure a 
number of horses (not more than ten), and the 
necessary accoutrements; and also one hundred 
and fifty (say 150) sheep, and be authorized to 
draw on the treasurer, the Hon. David E. Wilkie, 
M.D., M.L.C., for an amount not exceeding four 
hundred pounds (say £400) sterling, for their 
])urchase, and other necessary incidental expenses. 

I have further to inform you that Mr. Hodg- 
kinson, who returns as the bearer of this despatch, 
will hand you an order from Mr. Superintendent 
Foster, of Swan Hill, to obtain from trooper 
Lyons the despatches for the leader, now in the 
possession of that officer, and which it is desired 
you should hand to Mr. Burke. 
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“It is hoped by the committee, that trooper 
Lyons and saddler Macpherson have safely returned 
to the camp, and you will kindly report as to the 
manner in which the former has endeavoured to 
cany out the duty committed to his charge. 

“The medal for Dick, the aboriginal guide, 
bearing a suitable inscription, is forwarded with 
this despatch, and. the committee leave in your 
hands the bestowal of such additional reward as 
you may deem proper — not exceeding five guineas 
tsay £5 5s.) 

“ Captain Cadell informed the committee to-day 
that his store at Menindie would be at your service 
for depositing any articles you may find it mcon- 
venient to remove to Cooper’s Creek at present. 

“You will endeavour to secure, if possible, 
twelve pommel pack-saddles, now arrived, it is 
believed, on the Darling. These were forwarded 
vi4 Adelaide, and will no doubt be of great use 
to the main party. 

“ The committee desire that on your meeting 
with Mr. Burke, you will show him, and d(>po.sit 
with him, this despatch, as also a copy of yours of 
the 19th hast., together with copies of all despatches 
you may forward to the committee during Mr. 
Burke’s absence; and the committee expect that 
you will communicate under such circumstances .as 
frequently as possible. 

“Idr. Hodgkinson bears letters for the leader 
and Mr. Wills. 
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“ In conclusion, it is hoped that your endeavours 
to remove the stores from your present dep6t to 
Cooper’s Creek will be early and successfully 
accomplished. 

“ I have the honour to be, sir, 

“ Your obedient servant, 

“ (Signed) John Macadam, M.D., Sec. 

To Mr. AVright, third in com- 
mand, temix)rary dep6t, Plurar- 
mora Crook, Darling lUver, Kew 
South Wales.” 

Nothing can be clearer than the instructions 
heroin conveyed ; yet in the face of them, Wright 
made no start until the 2Gth of January, His 
answers to the Royal Commission were full of 
contradictions, hut to the main question of his 
delay he gave no answer at all. From my own 
inquiries I never could make out that any one at 
Menindie thought him fit for the post, or under- 
took to recommend liim. Captain Cadell did to 
t he committee, hut with Mr. Burke, Captain Cadell 
Avas not on speaking terms. 

Mr. Ihirke and my son proceeded onwards, ac- 
companied by the reduced party, consisting of 
Brahe, King, Gray, Patten, McDonough, and Dost 
Mahomet, fifteen horses and sixteen camels, on the 
2J)th of September, 1860, and reached Cooper’s 
(Jreek on the 11th of November, a distance of 
about 250 miles. Here my son went out occa- 
sionally, taking a man with him, to explore the 
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country, far and near. His great desire was to 
reach Carpentaria by the shortest practicable cut, 
and he inclined to a direct northern course, or to 
the eastward of north. The committee represented 
afterwards, as prominently as they could put it, 
that Mr. Burke was left unshackled on this point, 
but still suggestions were offered, which a leader 
natmnlly considers he is expected to listen to. 
One of these was, that on leaving Cooper’s Creek 
they should proceed towards Eyre’s Creek and 
Sturt’s Farthest (September, 1845) ; for whicli I 
refer the reader to the map. My son could not 
see the wisdom of this, as Sturt had declared 
that beyond that point he saw nothing but 
an impenetrable desert. McDouall Stuart’s return 
Adelaide was also reported, and that he was about 
to start again : it therefore became a rival race as 
to who should reach the goal first. 

With reference to my son’s exploration tri})s 
during the halt at Cooper’s Creek, Mr. Brahe, on 
his examination before the Koyal Commission, gave 
the following particulars : — 

“We travelled down the creek ; our first camj) 
on Cooper’s Creek was Camp 57 ; from some of 
the first camps Mr. Wills went out exploring the 
creek. 

Qu. 148, “ How long did you remain at the first 
camp?— One night; at the second camp, two 
days ; and at the third camp, two days ; and from 
each camp Mr. Wills went down tracing the creek. 
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149. “ And you remained two days at each, 
camp for three camps down the creek ? — Yes. 

150. “Was the third camp the final camp formed 
on the creek ? — No, at the 63rd camp the first 
depot was formed. We remained there a fortnight. 

151. “ At the 63rd camp ? — Yes, that would be 
the fifth or sixth camp on the creek. 

152. “ What were you doing that fortnight ? — 
Mr. Wills was exploring the country to the north ; 
Mr. Burke was out with him once ; -Mr. Burke 
was out with me first, and we could not go far 
eiioiigh with horses, not finding any water away 
from the camp. 

153. “How far did you go? — About twenty- 
five miles straight ; the weather being very hot we 
could not go further : we had to return the second 
day to the ramp. 

154. “Then Mr. Wills went out by himself? — 
1 le went ninety miles ; he took McDonough with 
him and three camels. 

155. “And he lost one of his camels, did he 
not ?— He lost the three and returned on foot. 

15(5. “ Was he much weakened by that jommey ? 
—Not Mr. Wills. 

157. “ But McDonough was ?■— Bather. 

158. “ Did they suffer from want of food as well 
as want of water ? — No, only from want of water. 

159. “ How long did you remain after that before 
there was a final start again ? — I believe we 
started two or three days after that. Mr, Wills 
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went out a second time from that camp with King 
and only two camels to bring down those things 
that he had left where he lost the camels. 

160. “How far was that from the creek? — 
Ninety miles. 

161. “And he went out with King and two 
camels for the things that he had left behind when 
he lost his camels and brought them back ? — Yes ; 
and on the same day, or the day after, when Mr. 
Wills went out on that second journey, Mr. 
Burke removed the depot to the lower place. 

162. “Did those camels lost by Mr. Wills ever 
turn up ? — I believe two of them have been found 
near Adelaide, 

163. “ In the meantimd you went down to the 
last dep6t? — Yes. 

164. “How long did you remain there ? — Mr. 
Burke started from there about five or six days after 
Mr. Wills returned from that second journey.” 

My son gives his own account of the exploration 
when the camels were lost, in the folloAving letter 
to his sister : — 

“ Cooper’s Creek, December 6th, 1860. 

Lat. 27° 36', I»ng, 141* 30". 

“ Mt dear Bessy, 

“You must excuse my writing with a jteiu?!! ; 
ink dries so rapidly that it is a nuisance to use it. 
We have been here now about three weeks, and 
shaU, I expect, make a start northwards in about 
A foiiQ%ll^ Our journey to this point has lieen 
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interesting, but not in any particular that you 
will care much about. Our party here consists of 
eight men, sixteen camels, and fomteen horses. We 
expect the rest of the men and camels up in a few 
weeks. Everything has been Very comfortable so 
far; in fact, more like a picnic party than a 
serious exploration : but I suppose we shall have 
some little difficulties to contend with soon. I 
had an intimation of something of the kind a 
few days ago, having been out reconnoitring the 
country to the north for three days, with one man 
and three camels, and had found no water, so that 
the animals were very thirsty, and on the third 
night managed to get away from us, leaving us 
about eighty miles from the main camp, without 
liay or water, except what remained of that which 
we had brought with us ; so here wasi nothing for 

it, hut to walk home as soon as wo could, carrying 
as much water as possible, to he drunk on the way. 
After searching about in order to he sure that the 
camels bad gone home, we started at about half- 
past seven, and were lucky enough to find a creek 
with some water in it about ten miles on, where 
we remained until evening; for it is dry work 
travelling in the middle of the day, with the 
tliermometer varying from 90® to 105° in the shade, 
and about 140° in the sun. Well, we started 
again ^ the evening and walked until between 
nine and t§n pja. ;. and agam at three a.u. had 
pushed on until mid«foy. We then went. 
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five. P.M., as before, until nine p.m. ; and then from 
two A.M., and reached the camp at nine a.m., having 
walked more than eighty miles in rather less than 
fifty hours, including sleeping, feeding, and all 
stoppages. We found no water all the way, 
except what I have mentioned above, so that, as 
you may imagine, we ran rather short towards 
the end of our journey, having not quite half a 
pint left between us. When we stopped to rest the 
second night, it had been blowing a hot wind all 
day, with the thermometer at, 107 ° in the shade. 
This made us require more water than usual. I 
can assure you there is nothing like a walk of 
this sort to make one appreciate the value of a 
drink of cold water. We feel no inclination for 
anything else, and smack our lips over a drop 
such as you would not think of tasting, with as 
much relish as ever any one did over the best 
sherry or champagne. I have enjoyed myself so 
far. It is now nearly four months since we left 
Melbourne, and you will see by the map that we 
are about half-way across the continent, I hope by 
the time that this reaches you we shall not only 
have been entirely across, but back here again, 
and possibly on our way to Melbourne. There is 
no probability of the expedition lasting two or 
three years. I expect to be in town again within 
twelve months^from the time of starting. I enclose 
afewchrymnthemuzns firom the Australian desert. 
I know you will. h%hly prize them. To give you 
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an idea of Cooper’s Creek, fancy extensive flat, 
sandy plains, covered with herbs dried like hay, 
and imagine a creek or river, somewhat similar in 
appearance and size to the Dart above the Weir, 
winding its way through these flats, having its 
banks densely clothed with gum tre^ and other 
evergreens ; — so far there appears to be a con- 
siderable resemblance, but now for the difference. 
The water of Cooper’s Creek is the colour of flood- 
water in the Dart ; the latter is a continuous run- 
ning stream ; Coojter’s Creek is only a number of 
waterholes. In some places it entirely disappears, 
the water in flood-time spreading all over the flats 
and forming no regular channel. The flies are 
very numerous, so that one can do nothing without 
having a veil on ; and whilst eating the only plan 
is to wear goggles.” 

His next letter is written with ink r- 

“ December 15th. 

“ Dear Besst, 

“ Since scribbling the above, I have been up 
to the place from whence I had the walk I men- 
tioned. The camels did not get away this time. 
We have shifted our quarters to a better place, 
about twenty miles down the creek. To-morrow 
we start for Byre’s Creek, about two hundred miles 
towards the Una. There have been heavy thunder- 
storms towards the north, and I hope we shall find 
plenty of water. If so, 1 ilull soon be aide to 

L 2 
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send yon a good long letter without resorting to 
Ihie use of a pencil. I wish I could send mamma 
a few lines, but she must read yours and fancy it 
written to her : I have not even time to send a line 
to my lather. Tell mamma that I am getting into 
lhat robust ^tate of health that I always enjoy 
when in the bush ; a tremendous appetite, and can 
eat anything. One of our chief articles' of con- 
sumption is horseflesh : it is very nice ? you would 
scarcely know it from beef. Give my love to 
all, and 

“ Believe me, 

“ Ever your affectionate brother, 

“ William J. Wills.” 

Here we find my son, between the 1st and 15th of 
December, travelling about five hundred miles, and 
walking from eighty to ninety. McDonough, in 
his examination, gave altogether a falsified'accoinjt 
respecting the loss of the camels, as he also made a 
bombastic statement of liis great intimacy with 
Mr. Burke. The real truth is, that McDonough 
was the least trustworthy of the party. He would 
not have been taken by my son, but in the moniing 
Mi;. Burke had volunteered to accompany him, so 
that McDonough would not have been left alone ; 
but after travelling a short distance, Mr. Burke 
did not feel well, and returned. At the place 
motioned by my son as having dismounted, he 
tpld MbDonough that he wished to make some 



KINO’S EXAMINATION. 


149 


observations, and was going to a rising ground at 
a distance ; that the camels should feed, but he 
was not to lose sight of them for an instant. 
Instead of attending to his instructions, McDo- 
nough set to work to light a ifire and boil his pan- 
nikin. Perhaps he went to sleep ; for he pointed 
out some stunted bushes in the distance and said 
they were the camels. My sou then sent him to 
search for them, but they could not be found. 
King, the only survivor of the party, on his exami- 
nation, said : — 

“Mr. Wills told me that the camels were lost 
through McDonough’s neglect during the time he 
was writing and taking observations. 

“Qu. 1737. McDonough never disputed that, 
did he ? — McDonough told me that it was while 
they were at supper in the evening ; but I do not 
see how that could be, because they generally took 
supper, and ourselves, about six o’clock ; and it was 
so dark that they could not see the camels, so that 
they were most likely lost when Mr. Wills was 
taking observations.” 

Mr. Burke, in his report from Cooper’s Creek, 
dated December the 13th, says : — “ Mr. Wills, upon 
one occasion, travelled ninety miles to the north, 
without finding water, when his camels escaped, 
and he and the man who accompanied him were 
obliged to return on foot, which they accomplished 
in forty-eight horn's. Fortunately, upon their 
return they found a pool of water. The three 
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camols haye not jet been recovered Mr. 

Wills ooK>perates cordially with me. He is a most 
zealous and efficient officer.” 

King, in the course of his evidence stated as 
follows 

“ Qu. 667. What did you do when you got to 
Cooper’s Creek; did you go on any of these expedi- 
tions with Mr. Burke or Mr. Wills ? — Yes ; when 
Mr. Burke made our first depot at the creek, Mr. 
Burke, Mr. Wills, and McDonough started one morn- 
ing to try and find water some distance to the north. 
Iklr. Burke seemed not to be well, and returned after 
going a mile or so, and so McDonough and Mr. 
Wills continued, and were away some few days ; 
I do not know the exact number of days ; they lost 
the camels (three in number) and had to return to 
the depot on foot. 

“668. After a few days?—- Yes; after a few 
days. 

“ 669. Did you go out yourself on that eicpedi- 
tion? — Not then; a few days after, Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Wills, and myself went to a distance of about 
seventy miles north; we could not find water; 
Mr. Wills found water when he and McDonougli 
went before. 

■ “ 670. Did you go the same track as they did ? — 
Yes; but I do not know how Mr. Wills could not 
find it; he seemed not to recognize the place. 

“ 671. Did you lose any horses or camels then ? — 
fJSFooe ; we just rested, and Mr. Wills wid myself 
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went the third time, and found the water at a dis- 
tance of about ninety miles to the north, and we 
also had to bring the camel saddles, and riding 
saddles, which Mr. Burke intended to take with 
him across the continent.” 
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CHAPTEK VIII. 

Mr. Wills’s Survey of the line of Country pursued by the Expedition, 
from Torowoto Swamp to Cooper’s Creek. 

The following reports, whicH were duly for- 
warded and published, contain interesting parti- 
culars of the country traversed, and the observa- 
tions made between Torowoto and Cooper’s Creek. 
They were accompanied by a tracing, which is 
shown on the map. 

“ Camp 6t5, DepCt, Cooper’s Creek, 
Sir December 15th, 1860, 

“I have had the honour to plaee in the hands 
of our leader, for transmission to the committee, my 
third report, and a tracing, showing the country 
traversed since my last was written. I- regret that 
I have been unable to devote as much attention 
to either as I could have desired ; but I have no 
doubt the committee will make due allowance for 
my want of time, and the inconveniences attending 
the execution of such work in our present position. 

** I have, &c. 

“ William J. Wills, 

Surveyor and Assistant Obaerver. 

** The Honorary Secrotaiy of 
the Exploration Cdmmitteo.*’ 
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(Forwarded). “ Depot, December 16, 1860. 

“As Mr. Wills’s report, with which I fully 
concur, contains all the necessary details with 
regard to the state of the country through which 
we passed, I have not referred to the subject in 
mine. 

** R. O’Hara Bdrke, Leader. 

“ The Honorary Secretary of the 
Exploration Committee/* 


“ The accompanying tracing will show the course 
taken by the expedition party from the Torowoto 
Swamp, in latitude 30° 1' 30" S,, long. 142° 36' E., 
to the depot on Cooper’s Creek, Camp 65, latitude 
27° 37' 8" S., longitude 141° 6' E. 

“ Water supply between Torowoto and Wright’s 
Creek. — The country traversed to the north of the 
Torowoto Swamp, and lying between that place 
and Wright’s Creek, is neither so well grassed nor 
watered as that to the south of the Swamp ; the 
land falls considerably as far as Cangapundy, 
and a great extent of it is subject to inundation. 
Nearly all the water met with was thick and 
muddy : it was met with in small clay pans, most 
of which would probably be dry in three weeks. 
This applies to all the plac^ at which we found 
water, with the exception of Oannilta, Oanga- 
pundy, and the four waterholes to the south of 
Wright’s Creek. 

“ Cannilta. — Cannilta is a waterhole of good clear 



MR. WlUiffS SURVEY FROM 


IM 

water in a small rocky creek which runs out on 
the low mud flats and swampy ground lying 
between Altoka and Tangowoko : it is situated in 
latitikle 29® 26' 42" S., longitude 142® 40' E., by 
account, nearly a mile from the north-westernmost 
point of the swampy ground. This point may he 
distinguished by the growth of a coarse kind of 
reedy grass, which does not make its appearance 
on the southern portion of the swamp or lake. 
The water in the hole was only two or three feet 
deep, but is well shaded by box trees, and will 
probably last two or three months. The tempe- 
rature of the surface of the water at seven a.m., 
2nd of November, was 60°*5' ; that of the air^being 
at the same time 60°. 

“ The Gangapundy Swamp. — The Cangapundy 
Swamp is an extensive tract of low clay land, 
whieh bears the appearance, as regards the vege- 
tation of its banks, of having a tolerably perma- 
nent supply of water ; but, unless some portions 
of the swamp are much deeper than where we 
pasi^, the water could not last throughout a dry 
- season. The banks of the swamp are densely 
clothed with grasses, marshmallows, polygonum 
bushes, and shrubs, which shelter numerous kinds 
of waterfowl and snakes. 

“Character of Land. — It will be seen by the 
tracing that a huge proportion of the land between 
Torowoto and Wright’s Greek is composed of low 
Biud plaiiw and clay flats, eubject to inundation. 
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Most of these are devoid of vegetation of any 
kind, and others carry some stunted salt bushes 
and coarse grasses, which appear -to be struggling 
between life and death. Bounding the mud-flats 
are generally some stony rises well grassed and 
sometimes lightly timbered. The more elevated 
plains are sandy, and support a fine supply of 
healthy salt hushes, as well as here and there a few 
grasses. On the rises to the S.S.E. of Cannilta may 
be seen great quantities of quartz rock, forming 
dykes in the schist rises : the latter in some places 
adjoin, and run into hills of loose stone, having 
the appearance of indurated clay. Prom Canga- 
pundy to Wright’s Greek the ground is light- 
coloured, and of a clayey nature : it forms a series 
of dry clay-pans, separated from one another by 
low sandy banks, on which the vegetation was 
fresh and green. At about seventeen miles from 
the former place are three large holes with water 
from two to three feet deep in the deepest part, 
and at six miles further another large one which 
might almost be termed a lake, being nearly 1000 
links square. About these there were some lines 
of sandhills running about N.E. and S.W. ; and in 
one of the flats between the sandhills I found 
several pieces of satin spar in lumps of the size of 
one’s hand, partially buried in the ground, and all 
of them with the plane of cleavage nearly perpen- 
dicular with the surface to the ground. 

** Balloo, or Wright’s preeki — The lower portictti 
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of Wright’s Greek, called by the natives * Balloo/ 
is situated in latitude 28® 48' S., and longitude 
142® 53' B. by account. At this point, the creek, 
after breaking into several small channels, runs 
out on a grassy plain, the water running in a 
southerly direction, probably until it meets that 
from the Torrens and other creeks at the Canga- 
pundy Swamp. There was plenty of water in 
this part of the creek when we passed, but I 
cannot speak to its permanence. The banks are 
well lined with box timber, as well as with marsh- 
mallows and wild spinach: the land on either 
side consists of well-grassed sandy rises. At four 
or five miles above this, the creek is a narrow, 
dry, sandy watercourse, winding through a grassy 
valley, which everywhere presents indications of 
the most violent floods. Beyond this is an ex- 
tensive grassy plain ; and for three or four miles 
scarcely a trace of the creek could be seen. Wo 
then came to a clump of trees, amongst whicli 
were two large waterholes surrounded by poly- 
gonum bushes, and containing great numbers of 
small fish. These holes appear to be permanent. 
We found about sixty blacks camped here. Above 
these waterholes, which are together about half a 
mile long, the creek again disappears on the 
plain. The land for the next ten or twelve miles 
in a N.N.B. direction is very fine for pastoral 
purposes, being alternately grassy plains and 
At twelve or thirteen miles we crossed 
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the creek where it has cut for itself a. deep narrow 
channel, the banks of which are densely timbered 
and well grassed j but the waterholes are small, 
and contained very little water. For a distance 
of six miles the creek is of a very insignificant 
character. It appears to be divided into several 
branches, which traverse clay flats badly grassed. 
Here and there are some lines of low sandy rises, 
with plenty of feed on them. AU the water- 
courses are distinctly marked by lines of box 
timber. At about nine miles from where we 
crossed the creek, and after traversing some loose 
polygonum ground, which was covered with mussel 
shells and a shell resembling a periwinkle, we 
came to a branch of the creek containing a 
splendid watorhole 160 links broad and about half 
a mile long. A little above this the creek again 
disaiipears for a short distance, and then there is 
a long narrow channel of undoubtedly permanent 
water, being nearly four feet deep in the shal- 
lowest j)laces ; it is only on an average about fifty 
links broad, and well sheltered by overhanging 
l.)ox trees. The temperature of the water on the 
morning of the 7th November, at six o’clock, was 
08° ; the temperature of the air at the same time 
being 60°‘5'. Gur camp at this place is indicated 
by a box tree mas^ked B over Lii in square, the 
geographical position of which is by account 
28° 26' 9" S. latitude, and longitude 143°0' B. In 
proceeding from her$ in 4^ »P 



158 


MR. WILLffS SURVEY PROM 


the oonrse of.the creek, or rather of the water, for 
the creek is again lost on the plains for five or six 
miles, we passed the southernmost point of a 
prominent sandstone ran^, the nearest portion of 
which lay about a mile and a half to the west> 
ward. At about nine miles we again touched the 
creek, where it is about three chains broad. The 
banks are firm and shelving, from ten to twelve 
feet above the water, and lined with box, acacias, 
some large gums, gigantic marshmallows, ’poly- 
gonum, &c. In the creek there is abundance of 
fish, and the ducks and other waterfowl on it are 
numberless. Prom what we have seen of the 
blacks, I should say the population cannot be far 
short of 150, and it might be considerably more. 
Prom here we proceeded in an E.N.E, direction 
along the west bank of this fine waterhole, and at 
two and a half miles found it begin rapidly to 
decrease in breadth, and a little further on there 
was nothing but a few small stony watercourses 
traven^g a dense box forest : at this point there 
is a level bed of sandstone pebbles, close to and 
over a part of which the creek flows The blacks 
have here gone to the trouble of making paths for 
themselves, along which we turned off from the 
cr^k on a N.N.E. course and at about three 
milesi, coming on earthy plain%^th no signs of 
water ah^, we again turned in to the creek and 
camped at a onall watmrhole. Prom here the line 
of river tiixtber ecmtmueg m direction. To 
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the W. and N.N.W. is a line of sandstone ranges 
running off in the same direction. The land in 
the immediate vicinity of the creek on the west 
side is very poorly grassed all the way up from 
where we crossed it : that on the east side appeared 
to be better, 

“ I think there can scarcely be a doubt but that 
this creek is the lower portion of the Warr^o 
River, although I believe that its main supply of 
water is obtained from the adjoining ranges, 
which send down innumerable creeks into the 
flats through which it flows. 

“ Some latitude observations at Camp 53, (the 
furthest point to which we traced the creek) 
placed us in 28° 16' 40" S. ; our latitude, by ac- 
count, being 28° 17' 8", and longitude, 143° 18' 
east. On Thursday, November 8th, we left 
Wright’s Creek with the intention of crossing the 
ranges to Cooper’s Creek. We found the land as 
we approached the hills well grassed, and in some 
places densely timbered : it is intersected by 
numerous watercourses with deep sandy channels, 
in most of which there seemed little chance of 
finding water. We camped at a waterhole in 
M'Donagh’s Creek; the spot is indicated. by a 
gum tree marked B over Liv wi^in square. 

“ De Rinsy‘8 Tsimks. — Near here we found the 
tracks of drays ; there were four distinct tracks, 
two of which appeared to be those of heavy horse 
drays, the other two might, have been made by 
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light ones or ring carts; we were unable to make 
out thei tracks of the horses or cattle. I cannot 
imiagine what tracks these are, unless they may 
be those of De Einsy, who, I believe, had some 
drays with him, and reported that he had been 
somewhere in this direction. From Camp 54 to 
Camp 65 we were obliged to take a very circuitous 
route on account of the rugged and stony nature 
of the ranges, whfeh were more extensive than 
we had anticipated. They stretch away far to the 
N. and N.N.W., and although we kept well out 
to the N.W. we were unable to avoid the low 
stony rises which adjoin them. 

“ On the N. W. side of the hills we crossed two 
dry creeks which flow in a N.N.E. direction ; 
their banks are thinly lined with box trees, and 
the holes in them were quite dry. From this we 
took a W.N.W. course, across an nndulating coun- 
try covered with sandstone, quartz, and (magnetic) 
ironstone pebbles, so densely and firmly set to- 
gether in some places as to have the appearance 
of an old-fashioned pavement. At about three 
miles, we had to change our course to N.W., <o 
avoid a spur of the high range on our left. A t 
two miles further we came to a grassy flat through 
which ran a fine-looking creek, but the bed was 
sandy Mid quite dry ; there were, however, a good 
BKuay small birds about here, which would indi- 
eatn there must ' be water in the neighbour- 
r changed our course to 
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W.N.W., and at six miles camped at a diy stony 
cre^, having travelled about eight-and-twenty 
miles over the worst ground that we had yet me 
with. On the morning of the 10th we continued 
on a W.N.W. course, across stony ground of the 
same nature as that passed during the previous 
day; but at a distance of five miles we turned to 
W. i S., as the ranges appeared to he as low in 
that direction as in the other ; and as they ran 
nearly N.N.W. there seemed a chance of sooner 
getting out of them, which we did at a distance of 
about eight miles more. 

“From the point at which we emerged from 
these ranges the view was as follows : — From S.W. 
nearly up to N.W. were extensive plains, as far as 
the eye could reach, intersected by numerous lines 
of timber, the general direction of which was about 
N.N.W. Several columns of smoke were visible 
along these lines, some of which had the appear- 
ance of camp and others of bush fires. From 
N.W. to N. were lines of ranges running in a 
N.W. direction, and in the valley between us and 
the first spur was a fine line of timber, indicating 
the. cf)urse of what appeared to be a large creek, 
probably the recipient of all the small creeks that 
wo had cross(id during the morning; in every 
other direction there was nothing to be seen but 
timbered sandstone ranges. At noon we crossed a 
small creek running nearly north : the grass had 
been burnt on its banks. About half a mile 
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bejond it was another creek of a more promifflng 
appearance, and as we approached it we saw 
several crows, as well as othgr birds, in the trees. 
We here found a small hole with the water fast 
drying up ; it contained a lot of young fish about 
half an inch long, and just sufficient water to 
replenish our water bags and give the horses a 
drink ; below it the creek took a N.N.W. course, 
and was dry and sandy for a distance of two miles 
and a half, at which point we found some large but 
shallow holes of milky-looking water. On the 
plains near these holes we found large flocks of 
pigeons. The grass was very coarse and dry, and 
the water would probably not last more than a few 
weeks. 

“ Horse Tracks. — On the plains to the east of the 
creek were the tracks of a single horse, which had 
evidently crossed when the ground was very soft, 
and gone in a S.W. direction. 

“ Position of Water. — The waterholes are situ- 
ated in latitude 27 ° 51 ' S., longitude 142° 40' E., 
by account from Camp 55. From hero a 
course of W. J S. took us in a distance of about 
twenty miles to Cooper’s Creek, which we first 
struck in latitude 27 ° 49' S., longitude 142° 
20' B. The land through which wo passed 
on the 11th was so low and wooded as to pre- 
vent me from seeing the direction of the ranges ; 
the first five or six miles was tolerably open. Wo 
4hen came to a box forest, where the soil was loose 
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and earthy, similar to polygonum groimd; there 
were in every direction signs of heavy floods and 
frequent inundations. We crossed several small 
watercourses, in one of which there was a hole of 
rather creamy water, at which we halted for an 
hour. From the waterhole we quite unexpectedly 
obtained a rather fine fish, about eight inches long, 
of the same description as the young ones we had 
found in Brahe’s Creek. 

“ Cooper’s Creek.-r-At the point at which we 
first struck Cooper’s Creek it was rocky, sandy, and 
dry ; but about half a mile further down we came 
to some good waterholes, where the bed of the 
creek was very boggy, and the banks richly grassed 
with kangaroo and other grasses. The general 
course is a little north of west, but it winds about 
very much between high sand hills. The water- 
lioles are not large, but deep, and well shaded, both 
by the steep banks and the numerous box trees 
surrounding them. The logs and bushes high upon 
the forks of the trees, tell of the destructive floods 
to wl)ich this part of the country has been subjected, 
and that at no very distant period, as may be seen 
by the flood marks on trees of not more than five 
or six years’ growth. 

“ From Camp 67 we traced the creek in a W.N.W. 
direction about six miles. It then runs out among • 
the sand hills, the water flowing by various small 
channels in a south-westerly direction. The main 
channel, however, continues nearly south until it is 

M 2 
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lost on an extensive earthy plain ' covered with 
marshmallows and chrysanthemums. 

" Creek. — In one of the valleys between the sand 
hills, at a distance of about ten miles in a south- 
westerly direction, we found a shallow waterhole 
where a creek is formed for a short distance, and 
is then lost again on the eartby plain beyond. 
W,.by N. and W. from here, about twelve miles, 
there are some splendid sheets of water, in some 
places two and three chains broad ; the banks well 
timbered, but the land in the neighbourhood s() 
loose and rotten that one can scarcely ride over it_ 
I expect this is the reason why we saw no blacks 
about here, for it must be worse for them to walk 
over than the stony ground. From Camp 60 the 
general course of the creek is N.W., but it fre- 
quently disappears on the earthy plains for several 
miles, and then forms into waterliolcs again finer 
than before. At our first depot, Camp 63, iix 
latitude 27° 36' 15" S,, longitude 141° 30' E., 
there is a fine hole about a mile long, and on 
an average one chain and a half broad. It exceeds 
five feet in depth everywhere that I tried it, except 
within three or four feet of the bank. Two or 
three miles above this camp we saw the first mela- 
bnrus growing nround the waterholes, some of 
them as large as a moderate size gum tree. 

Earthy Flat. — The feed in the vicinity of Camp 
63 is unexceptionable, both for horses and camels 
but the herbage on the creek generally dowm to 
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tin’s point is of a very inferior quality ; the grasses 
are very coarse, and bear a very small proportion 
to the other plants. By far the chief portion of 
the 'herbage consists of chrysanthemums and 
marshmallows; the former, to judge from their 
dried-up powdery state, can contain very little 
nourishment, although some of the horses and 
camels ^at them with great relish ; the latter, I 
need hardly mention, are at this time of the year 
merely withered sticks. A few small salsolaceous 
jilants arc to be found on some of the Hats, but 
they are scarcely worth mentioning. In some 
])]aces where the bed of the creek is shallow and 
dry, there is an abundance of good grass and rushes 
of several kinds. The polygonum bushes are also 
fresh and good, in such places. 

“Stony Rises. — The stony rises are generally 
hare and barren ; but some of those on the north 
side of the creek carry a fair crop of light grass. 

“ Sand Hills. — Wherever there are sand banks or 
ridges the feed is almost invariably good ; the salt 
husli is healthy and abundant, and there are a 
variety of plants on which cattle would do well. 
For camels, these hills are particularly well adapted, 
f or there is scarcely a plant grows on them that 
they will not eat, with the exception of porcupine 
grass ; but there is very little of that until one gets 
many miles back from the creek. 

“ Character of Ground. — I have mentioned three 
distinct kinds of ground — the earthy plains, the 
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stony rises, aad the sand ridges. The latter, which 
is by far the most agreeable whether for travelling 
on, for feed, or in respect to the freedom from flies, 
ants, musquitoes, and rats, is simply a series of 
hills composed of blown sand of a red colour, very 
fine, and so compactly set that the foot does not 
sink in it much. In some places the ridges have a 
uniform direction, in other the hills are scattered 
about without any. regularity ; the average direc- 
tion of the ridges is N.N.E. and S.S.W. In the 
valleys between the hills, are shallow clay plains, 
in which the water rapidly collects, even after 
slight showers ; hut when full they seldom exceed 
five or six inches in depth, so that in summer they 
are soon dry again. 

“ Stony Rises. — The stony ground, in contradis- 
tinction to the sandstone ranges, appears to Jitn e 
been formed from the detritus of the latter, dej)o- 
sited in undulating beds of vast extent. Tlie 
greater portion of this ground appears almost level 
when one is on it, but when viewed from a distance 
the undulations are very distinct ; the stones are 
chiefly water-worn pebbles of sandstone, quartz, 
Md iron-stone ; in some places the rises approach 
more nearly to the nature of the sandstone ranges, 
and here the stones are less water-worn, and are 
mixed with large blocks of rock. I found the 
magnetic polarity to be very distinct in some of 
the ironstone pebbles on these rises. 

'‘Earthy Plains. — The earthy plains which are 
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such an important geological feature in this part of 
the country, will, I fear, greatly interfere with its 
future occupation. When dry they are so inter- 
sected by chasms and cracks that it is in some 
places dangerous for aniroals to cross them, and 
when wet they would be quite impassable. Cattle 
would, perhaps, do well on them for some time 
after an inundation, and the ground might improve 
after having been stocked. The boggy nature of 
the banks of the creeks passing through this ground 
would be another impediment to settlers, from the 
losses of cattle that it would sometimes entail. To 
furnish an idea of the danger in that respect, I 
may mention that there are places where, for a 
distance of two or three miles, neither a bullock nor 
a horse could get to the water with safety, and it 
^vas with difficulty that we could approach it our- 
selves ; the safest spots are at the lower end of the 
watcrbole, where the creeks run out on the plains. 
A peculiar geological feature that I have never 
.seen so strongly exhibited elsewhere is, that the 
watorcoxirses on tlieso plains have a strong tendency 
to work away to the south and south-west ; the fall 
of the ground, as shown by the flow of the flood 
water, being to the west and north-west. I found 
that at almost every place where a portion of the 
creek ran out, the small branches into which it 
split before disappearing, struck off at nearly 
right angles to the creek, and that the flow of the 
water on the level plain was invMiably in a W. 
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or N.W. direction; whereas the creeks generally 
had a course considerably to the S. and W., more 
especially before running out. The branch creeks 
and waterholes are always lined with box trees 
and polygonum bushes ; they are generally situ- 
ated .between or near sandhills, and have doubt- 
less been formed by the rush of water consequent 
on the interference of these hills by the general 
flow. In some places the direction of the sand 
ridges was the course of the creeks, trending to 
the southward ; but I allude to the tendency as 
exhibited on the open plain, with no sand ridges 
near the creek. 

“ Country to the north of Camp G3, — Coo 2 )er’s. — 
During our stay at Camp G3, from whicli spot we 
found it necessary to remove for several reasons, 
but chiefly because the rats attacked our stores 
in such numbers that we could keep, nothing from 
them, unless by suspending it in the trees, four 
excursions were made to the nortli of that place 
in search of a practicable route to tlie Gulf. The 
first attempt was made with horses, which were 
soon knocked up from the strong nature of the 
ground and the want of water ; the others we 
made with camels, by the help of which the 
country was well examined to a distance of 
nearly ninety miles. Water was found at two 
places at distances of about seventy and seventy- 
three miles north of the creek, but it was fast 
diying up, and would not last beyond Christmas. 
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No blacks were seen, but a column of smoke was 
observed to the N.N.Pl., at a distance of about 
fifteen miles, as ascertained by some bearings, 
from the point at which we turned back. The 
chief portion of the land traversed consists of 
land-dunes and flats of the same nature, the latter 
clothed with porcupine grass, the former with 
salt bushes, grasses, and a variety of shrubs, 
sometimes intermixed with mesembryanthemums 
and porcupine grass. The sandy ground is bounded 
on either side by sandstone ranges, from which 
numerous small creeks flow east and west until 
they are lost in small flats and clay pans amongst 
tlie sand hills. Their course is marked by an 
acacia, which is somewhat analogous in its general 
characteristics to the common wattle ; a few are 
lavotmed with some box trees, but we only found 
water in one. The whole country has a most 
dejdorably arid appearance ; birds are very scarce, 
native dogs numerous. The paths of the blacks 
on the strong ground look as if they had been 
used many years. Anthills and beds are to be 
found everywhere in great numbers and of con- 
siderable size ; the paths to and from them are 
hotter marked and more worn than any I have 
ever seen before; but nearly all of them are 
deserted, and those that are inhabited contain a 
small and weakly population that seems to bo 
fast dying away. Neither about the flats nor the 
ranges did we see any signs of the heavy floods 
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that have left such distinct marks in other parts, 
and the appearance of the whole country gave 
me the idea of a place that had been subjected to 
a long-continued drought. At the northernmost 
end of the eastern line of ranges, and on the west 
side of them, in lat. 26° 30' S., long. 141° 40' E., 
is a low detached line of range about seven miles 
from north to south. On passing inside this 
range at its southeni extremity, one enters a flat 
bounded to the south by high red sand hills to the 
west and north by the low range, and running up 
to the N.N.E., until it reaches the main range. 
On the lower part of the flat there is no creek, but 
on proceeding up it, at a mile and a half there are 
three waterholes with a few bushes growing 
around them ; the water w^as fast drying up when 
we were there. There were some ducks, sni])o, 
and pigeons about them : the former always 
returned to the holes after having been disturbed, 
so I imagine there is not mucli more water in the 
vicinity. In continuing up the flat, the main 
creek appears to be that along which the box 
timber grows, but the bed is sandy and (piitc dry. 
By keeping off a little to the left, at a mile above 
Ihe waterholes, one comes on the bed of another 
creek, with only here and there a gum tree and a 
few bushes. Up this creek at a distance of three 
milas nearly north from the three holes, and 
where the creek emerges from the ranges, is a 
krge hole well shaded by heavy box trees ; it 
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contained only a small quantity of water when we 
passed, but I fancy that in ordinary seasons the 
water would be permanent. This creek has been 
much frequented by blacks at one time, but not 
lately. Hundreds of hawks and a good many 
crows and magpies were in the trees near the 
waterhole. 

“ Geographical position. — The geographical po- 
sition of the three waterholes is by account from 
Cooper’s Creek latitude 26° 34' S., longitude 140° 
43' E. 

“ Meteorological remarks. — It would be rather 
premature for me to offer any opinion on the 
climate of Cooper’s Creek on so short a stay, and 
my other duties have prevented me from making 
any observations that would be worth forwarding 
in detail. I may mention, however, that neither 
on the creek, nor during the journey up, have we 
experienced any extreme temperatures : the heat, 
although considerably greater here than in Mel- 
bourne, as shown by a thermometer, is not felt 
more severely by us. The maximum daily tem- 
peratures since our arrival on Cooper’s Creek 
have generally exceeded 100°; the highest of all 
was registered on November 27th at Camp 63, 
when the thermometer stood at 109° in the shade. 
There was at that time a strong wind from the 
north, which felt rather warm, but had not the 
peculiar characteristics of a hot wind. One of the 
most noticeable features in the weather has been 
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the well-marked regularity in the course of the 
wind, which almost invariably blew lightly from 
the E. or S.E. soon after sunrise, went gradually 
round to north by two o’clock, sometimes blow- 
ing fresh from that quarter, followed the sun to 
west by sunset, and then died away or blew 
gently from the south throughout the night. A 
sudden change took place yesterday, December 
14th ; the day had been unusually hot, tempera- 
ture of air at one p.m.. 106°, at which time circum 
clouds began' to cross the sky from N.W., and at 
two P.M, the wind sprang up in the S.W., blowing 
with great violence (force 6) ; it soon shifted to 
south, increasing in force to (7) and sometimes 
(8) ; it continued to blow from the same quarter 
all night, and has not yet much abated. Once 
during the night it lulled for about an hour, and 
then commenced again ; it is now (four p.m.) blow- 
ing with a force of (5) from S. by E., witli a 
clear sky. Before the wind had sprung up the 
sky had become overcast, and we were tlireatened 
with a thunderstorm; rain was evidently falling 
in the W. and N.'W., but the sky partially cleared 
in ■ the evening without our receiving any. 
Flashes of distant lightning were visible towards 
the north. During the night, the thunderstorm 
from the north approached sufficiently near for 
thunder to be distinctly heard ; the flashes of 
lightning were painfully brilliant, although so far 
away. The storm passed to the S.E. without 
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Teaching us ; the sky Temained overcast until 
between eight and nine a.m., since when it has been 
quite clear ; the temperature of air» which at sun- 
rise was as low as 72®, has reached a maximum of 
92° : it is at present 89®, and that of the surface of 
the water in the creek 78®. Two other thunder- 
storms have passed over since we have been on 
the creek, from only one of which we have re- 
ceived any rain worth mentioning. • 

“ Mr. Brahe, who remains here in charge of the 
depot, and from whom I have received great 
assistance both in making meteorological observa- 
tions and in the filling in of feature surveys, will 
keep a regular meteorological register. I have 
handed over to him for that purpose an aneroid 
barometer. No 21,543, and four thermometers, 
two for dry and wet bulb observations, and the 
others for temperature of water, &c. 

“ With regard to hot winds, the direction of the 
sand-ridges would seem to indicate a prevalence 
of cast and west winds here rather than of 
northerly. 

“ William J. Wills, 

“ Surveyor and Astronomical Observer. 

“ (V) 0 |x*r’s Creek, 

15 th December, 1800.” 


This concludes my son’s third report; the first, 
!is far as I can ascertain, was never published. 
This last w£|,s accompanied by many observations 
taken with the sextant and other instruments. 
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requiring long experience to imderstand and 
handle correctly. Brahe, a German, had been 
instructed by pay son in their use, and had made 
some progress. Notwithstanding his fatal error in 
leaving the depot contrary to orders, he had, in 
some respects, superior requisites to either of the 
others left with him. He was a good traveller, 
and a better hushman than Wright. Had he 
been associated with a single companion of nerve 
and energy, the consequent misfortunes might have 
been surmounted. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Departure from Cooper’s Creek for the Gulf of Carpentaria — Arrange- 
ments for the Continuance of the Dep6t at Cooper’s Creek — Mr. Brahe 
left in Charge — Determination of Route — Progress and Incidents — 
Mr. Wills’s Field Books, from the 16th of December, 1860, to the 
30th of January, 1861, FTo. I. to No. IX. — Shores of Carpentaria. 

During the halt at Cooper’s Creek, it was re- 
ported through an Adelaide paper that Mr. 
McDouall Stuart had returned from his attempt 
to explore in a north-western direction, and was 
preparing to start again with Government aid, and 
no longer confined entirely to the private resources 
and enterprise of Mr. James Chambers. The Gulf 
of Carpentaria was not so much the immediate 
object of Stuart’s efforts, as the opening of a com- 
mercial avenue with a view to future trade, in a 
direction more toward the north-west coast, and 
as far north as the 16 *’ or 18 ° of southern latitude. 
Tins line of exploration appeared preferable to the 
strong practical mind of Mr. Chambers, who had 
in view the ^utd pro quo. Stuart’s object was 
therefore plain business, and the immediate ad- 
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vantage of the colony with which he was con- 
nected ; whilst the Victorian Expedition included 
scientific discoveries, and the settlement of a great 
geographical problem. Stuart is again out, since 
August, 1861 , and doubts are entertained for his 
safety. Mr. Chambers has died in the interim, 
and cannot know the result of the work he set 
afloat with so much spirit. Thus it is in all ages 
of discovery, that few of the early pioneers live to 
travel on the roads they open with so much diffi- 
culty and endurance. 

Mr. Burke and my son, impatient of Wright’s 
delay, and seeing the time slip by that could never 
return, determined to make a dash for the Gulf 
while the opportunity still remained to them . I was 
not aware, until after a communication with Mr. 
Brahe, on his first visit to Melbourne, subsequent 
to his desertion of his post at the depot, that my 
son had strongly advocated a direct course north- 
ward; but Mr. Burke hesitated to adopt this, 
unless he could feel confident in a sup|>Iy of water ; 
the committee having included something in his 
instructions as to proceeding north-west towards 
Eyre’s Creek and Sturt’s Furthest. In his cxeur- 
sions round the camp and the district of Cooper’s 
Creek, with the all-important question of water in 
view, my son must have gone over little shoi t of 
a thousand miles. When he lost his camels lai 
had seen smoke in the direction of north by east, 
which. he believed to be a native fire, but the 
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disaster frustrated his attempts to ascertain the 
fact.' Unable thoroughly to assure his leader on 
the point of water, the more western course was 
adopted at the commencement of the journey, for 
a day or two, after which they turned to the east, 
and scarcely deviated throughout from the 141st 
degree of eastern longitude. 

The party left Cooper’s Creek on the morning 
of the 16th of December, 1860. It consisted of 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Wills, King, and Gray, (or Charley 
as my son calls him*in his journal) ; one horse, and 
six camels. It appears strange to me that they 
did not take more horses. As they had been living 
on horseflesh so much they would have increased 
their available food, in addition to the facility of 
carrying burthens. 

Mr. Brahe remained at Cooper’s Creek dep6t 
with Patten, McDonough, Dost Mahomet, an 
Indian, six camels, and twelve horses. He was 
left in charge until the arrival of Mr. Wright or 
some other jjerson duly appointed by the com- 
inittee to take command of the remainder of the 
expedition at Menindie. A surveyor also was 
expected to assist my son, and plenty of work was 
laid out for all, until Mr. Burke’s return, had the 
authorities known how to employ the proper 
people and employed them in time. 

There can be no doubt that Brahe received most 
positive orders to remain at Cooper's Creek until the 
return of the eaphiing party from the Culf of Car-* 

■ N 
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pentaria. Three and four months were named as 
the possible time of absence. Brahe did remain 
over four months; but even then it was in his 
power to have waited much longer, and he ought 
to have done so. But the man was over-weighted ; 
the position was too much for him, and he gave 
way when a stronger mind might have stood 
firm. The worst point about him appears to be 
his want of consistency and miserable prevarica- 
tion ; but this may have been weakness rather 
than absolute absence of prindiple, or of any due 
sense of right or wrong. He was unfit to direct, 
but he might have been directed. Mr. Burke has 
been blamed for trusting Brahe ; but he was the 
best of those who remained behind, and there 
were not many to choose from. King has since 
told me that it was by my son’s advice Brahe was 
appointed, and that the arrival of the party from 
Menindie was considered so certain, that the 
appointment was looked upon only as a temporary 
affair. It has been also said that King might have 
been left behind in charge, and Brahe taken on. 
This arrangement, eligible in some respects, was 
open to objection in others. Brahe could travel l)y 
compass and observation, which King could not ; 
and one so qualified might be wanted for a journey 
to Menindie. 

The details of the journey are given as follows, 
in my son’s Field Books, numbered from 1 to 7 
cansecutively, transcribed by Dr. Mueller, Mr. 
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Smith, and Mr. Cooper. I was associated with 
them as a matter of personal delicacy to the 
memory of the deceased explorer, 

Mr. Wills’s Journal. Field Book, No. 1. 

Cooper's Creek to Carpentaria. 

[The omissions in this diary are supplied by the information contained 
in the maps, with the exception of the kst two days on the shore of 
the Gulf.] 

“ Sunday, IQth December, 1860. — The horse hav- 
ing been shod and our reports finished, we started 
at 6*40 A.M, for Eyre’s Creek, the party consisting 
of Mr. Burke, myself. King, and Charley, having 
with us six camels, one horse, and three months’ 
provisions. We followed down the creek to the 
point where the sandstone ranges cross the creek, 
and were accompanied to that place by Brahe, who 
would return to take charge of the dep6t. Down 
to this point the banks of the creek are very 
rugged and stony, but there is a tolerable supply 
of grass and salt bush in the vicinity. A large 
tribe of blacks came pestering us to go to their 
camp and have a dance, which We declined. They 
were very troublesome, and nothing but the threat 
to shoot them will keep them away. They are, 
however, easily frightened; and, although fine- 
looking men, decidedly not of a warlike disposi- 
tion. They show the greatest inclination to take 
whatever they can, bnt will run no unnecessary 
risk in so doing. They seldom carry any weapon, 

N 2 
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except a shield and a large kind of boomerang, 
which I believe they use for killing rats, &c. 
Sometimes, but yery seldom, they have a large 
spear ; reed spears seem to be quite unknown to 
them. They are undoubtedly a finer and better- 
looking race of men than the blacks on the Murray 
and Darling, and more peaceful ; but in other re- 
spects I believe they will not compare favourably 
with them, for from the little we have seen of 
them, they appear to be mean-spirited and con- 
temptible in every respect. 

“ M<mday, Vlth December^ 1860, — We continued 
to follow down the creek. Found its course very 
crooked, and the channel frequently dry for a con- 
siderable distance, and then forming into magnifi- 
cent waterholes, abounding in water fowl of all 
kinds. The country on each side is more open 
than on the upper part of the. creek. The soil on 
the plains is of a light earthy nature, supporting 
abundance of salt bush and grass. Most of the 
plains are lightly timbered, and the ground is finer 
and not cracked up as at the head -of the cieek. 
Left Camp 67 at ten nainutes to six a.m., having 
breakfasted before leaving. We followed the creek 
along from point to point, at first in a direction 
west-north-west for about twelve miles, then about 
north-west. At about noon we passed the last 
water, a short distance beyond which the creek 
runs out on a polygonum* flat ; but the timber was 
* Poljgcmum Cmminghami. 
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SO large and dense that it deceived us into the 
belief that there was a continuation of the channel. 
On crossing the polygonum ground to where we 
expected to find the creek we became aware of our 
mistake. Not thinking it advisable to chance the 
existence of water ahead, we camped at the end of 
a large but shallow sheet of water in the sandy bed 
of the creek. 

“ The hole was about 1 50 links broad, and * feet 
deep in most places. In many places the tempera^ 
ture of the water wds almost incredibly high, which 
induced me to try it at several points. The mean 
of two on the shady side of the creek gave 97^ 
degrees. As may be imagined this water tasted dis- 
agreeably warm, but we soon cooled some in water 
bags, and thinking that it would be interesting to 
know what we might call cool, I placed the ther- 
mometer in a pannikin containing some that 
appeared delightfully so, almost cold in fact ; its 
temperature was, to our astonishment, 78 degrees. 
At half-past six, when a strong wind was blowing 
from south, and temperature of air had fallen to 
80 degrees, the lowest temperature of water in the 
hose, that had been exposed to the full effect of 
evaporation for several hours was 72 degrees. 
This water for drinking appeared positively cold, 
and is too low a temperature to be pleasant under 
the circumstances. A remarkable southerly squall 
came on between five and six P.M., with every ap- 
* Blank in original. 
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pearance of rain. The sky however soon cleared, 
hut the wind continued to blow in a squally and 
irregular manner from the same quarter at evening. 

“ Wednesday, 19th December, 1860. — Started at a 
quarter-past eight a.m leaving what seemed to be 
the end of Cooper’s Creek. W e took a course a little 
to the north of west, intending to *try and obtain 
water in some of the creeks that Sturt mentioned 
that he had crossed, and at the same time to see 
whether they were connected with Cooper’s Creek, 
as appeared most probable frCm the direction in 
which we found the latter running, and from the 
manner in which it had been breaking up into 
small channels, flowing across the plains in a north 
and north-north-west direction. We left on our 
right the flooded flats on which this branch of the 
creek runs out, and soon came to a series of sand 
ridges, the directions of which were between nortli 
half-west and north-north-west. The country is 
well grassed and supports plenty of salt bush. 
Many of the valleys are liable to be inundated by 
the overflow of the main creek. They have water- 
courses and polygonum flats bordered with box 
trees, but we met with no holes fit to hold a supply 
of water. At about ten miles we rarossed a large 
earthy flat lightly timbered with box and gum. 
The ground was very bad for travelling on, being 
much cracked' up and intersected by innumerable 
channels, which continually carried off the water 
of a large creek. Some of the valleys beyond this 
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were very pretty, the ground being sound and 
covered with fresh plants, which made them look 
beautifully green. At fifteen miles we halted, 
where two large plains joined. Our attention had 
been attracted by some red-breasted cockatoos, 
pigeons, a crow, and several other birds, whose 
presence made us feel sure that there was water 
not far off ; but our hopes were soon destroyed by 
finding a claypan just drying up. It contained 
just sufficient liquid to make the clay boggy. At 
ten minutes to seven p.m., we moved on, steering 
straight for Eyre^s Creek, north-west by north, 
intending to make a good night’s journey and 
avoid the heat of the day ; but at a mile and a half 
we came to a creek which looked so well that we 
followed it for a short distance, and finding two or 
three waterholes of good milky water we camped 
for the night. This enabled me to secure an ob- 
servation of the eclipse of Jupiter’s (I) satellite, as 
well as some latitude observations. The night was 
so calm that I used the water as an horizon ; but I 
find it much more satisfactory to take the mercury 
for several reasons. 

“ Thursday, 2Qth December . — We did not leave 
this camp until half-past eight, having delayed to 
refill the water-bags with the milky water, which 
all of us found to be a great treat again. It is 
certainly more pleasant to drink than the clear 
water, and at the same time more satisfying. Our 
course from here, north-west by north, took us 
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through some pretty country, lightly timbered and 
well grassed. We could see the line of creek timber 
winding through the valley on our left. At a 
distance of five miles there was a bush fire on its 
hanks, and beyond it the creek made a considerable 
bend to the south-west. At two miles farther we 
came in sight of a large lagoon bearing north by 
west, and at three miles more we camped on what 
would seem the same creek as last night, near 
where it enters the lagoon. The latter is of great 
extent and contains a large 'qua^tity of water, 
which swarms with wild fowl of every description. 
It is very shallow, but is surrounded by the most 
pleasing woodland scenery, and everything in the 
vicinity looks fresh and green. The creek near its 
junction with the lagoon contains some good 
waterholes five to six feet deep. They are found 
in a sandy alluvium which is very boggy wlieji 
wet. There waa a large camp of not less tlian 
forty or fifty blacks near where we stopped. They 
brought us presents of fish, for which we gave 
them some beads and matches. These fish we 
found to be a most valuable addition to our rations. 
They were of the same kind as -we had found else- 
where, bot £ner^being from nine to ten inches long, 
and two to three inches deep, and in such good con- 
dition that they might have been fried in their own 
fat. It is a remarkable fact, that these were tlie 
first blacks who have offered us any fish since we 
reached Cooper’s Creek. 
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“ Friday, 2l8t December , — We left Camp 70 at 
half-past live a.m., and tried to induce one or two 
of the blacks to go with us, but it was of no use. 
Keeping our former course we were pulled up at 
three miles by a fine lagoon, and then by the creek 
that flows into it; the latter being full of water, 
we were obliged to trace it a mile up before we 
could cross. I observed on its banks two wild 
plants of the gourd or melon tribe, one much 
resembling a stunted cucumber ; the other, both in 
leaf and appearance of fruit, was very similar to a 
small model of a Water melon.* The latter plant 
I also found at Camp 68. On tasting the pulp of 
the newly-found fruit, which was about the size of 
a large pea, I found it to be so acrid that it was 
with difficulty that I removed the taste from my 
mouth. At eight or nine miles from Where we 
crossed tlje creek we passed another large lagoon, 
leaving it two miles on our left, and shortly after- 
wards we saw one nearly as far on our right. This 
last wo should have availed ourselves of, but that 
we expected to find water in a creek which we 
could see, by the timber lining its banks, flowed 
from the lagoon on our left and crossed our course 
a few miles ahead. We reached it at a distance of 
four or five miles farther, and found a splendid 
waterhole at which we ^mped. The creek at the 
point (lows in a northerly direction through a large 
lightly timbered flat, on which it partially runs 

♦ Probably Muckta micrantha,'— ‘F.M, 
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out. The ground is, however, sound and well 
clothed with grass and salsolaceous plants. Up to 
this point the country through which we have 
passed has been of the finest description for pas- 
toral puiposes. The grass and saltbush are every- 
where abundant, and water is plentiful with every 
appearance of permanence. We met with porcu- 
pine grass,* and only two sand ridges before 
reaching Camp 71. 

Field Book, No. 2. — Lat. 27 — 25|° S.L. 

— Camp 72 to 78. 

“ Saiurday, 22nd December . — At five minutes to 
five A.M. we left one of the most delightful camps 
we have had in the journey, and proceeded on tlio 
same course as before, north-west by north, across 
some high ridges of loose sand, many of win’ cl i 
were partially clothed with porcupine gi-ass. We 
found the ground much worse to travel over tlian 
any we have yet met with, as the ridges were 
exceedingly abrupt and steep on their eastern side, 
and although sloping gradually towards the west, 
were so honeycombed in some places by the 
burrows of rats, that the camels were continually 
in danger of falling. At a distance of about six 
miles, we descended from these ridges to undu- 
lating country of open box forest, where everything 
was green and fresh. There is an abundance of 


* Triodia pungens. — Br. 
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grass and* salt bushes, and lots of birds of all 
descriptions. Several flocks of pigeons passed 
over our heads, making for a point a little to our 
right, where there is no doubt plenty of water, 
but we did not go off our course to look for it. 
Beyond the box forest, which keeps away to the 
right, we again entered the sand ridges, and at a 
distance of 8.ix miles, passed close to a dry salt 
lagoon, the ridges in the vicinity of which are less 
regular in their form and direction, and contain 
nodules of limestone. The groimd in the flats and 
claypans near, has that encrusted surface that 
cracks under the pressure of the foot, and is a sure 
indication of . saline deposits. At a distance of 
eight miles from the lagoon, we camped at the 
foot of a sand ridge, jutting out on the stony desert. 
I was rather disappointed, but not altogether sur- 
prised, to find the latter nothing more nor less than 
the stony rises that we had before met with, only 
on a larger scale and not quite as undulating. 
During the afternoon several crows came to feed 
on the plain. They came from an east-north-east 
direction, no doubt from a portion of the creek 
that flows through the forest that we left on 
our right. In the morning, as we were loading, a 
duck passed over, brit it was too dark to see which 
way it went. 

“ Sunday, 23rd Decmher . — At five a.m. we struck 
out acrc^s the desert in a west-north^west direction. 
At four and a-half miles we crossed a sand ridge. 
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and then returned to our north-west ' by . north 
course. We found the ground not nearly as bad 
for travelling on as that between Bulloo and 
Cooper’s Creek. In fact I do not know whether 
it arose from our exaggerated anticipation of 
horrors or not, but we thought it far from bad 
travelling ground, and as to pasture it is only the 
actually stony ground that is bare, .and many a 
sheep run is in fact worse grazing ground than 
that. At fifteen miles we crossed another sand 
ridge, for several miles round which there is plenty 
of grass and fine salt bush. After crossing this 
ridge we descended to an earthy plain, where the 
ground was rather heavy, being in some places 
like pieces of slaked lime, and intersected by small 
watercourses ; flocks of pigeons rose from amongst 
the salt bushes and polygonum ; but all the creeks 
were dry, although marked by lines of box timber. 
Several gunyahs of the blacks were situated near 
a •waterhole that had apparently contained water 
very lately, and heaps of grass were lying about 
the plains, from which they had beaten the seeds. 
We pushed on, hoping to find the creeks assuming 
an improved appearance, but they did not, and at 
one o’clock we halted, intending to travel through 
part of the night. About sunset, three flocks of 
pigeons passed over us, all going in the same 
direction, due north by eompass, and passing over 
a ridge of sand in that direction. Not to have 
t^en notice of such an occurrence would have been 
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little short of a sin, so we determined to go eight 
or ten miles in that direction. Starting at seven 
o’clock P.M., we, at six miles, crossed the ridge over 
which the birds had flown, and came on a flat, 
subject to inundation. The ground was at first hard 
and even like the bottom of a claypan, but at a 
mile or so, we came on cracked earthy ground, 
intersected by numberless small channels running 
in all directions. At nine miles we reached the bed 
of a creek running from east to west : it was only 
bordered by polygonum bushes, but as there was 
no timber visible on the plains, we thought it safer 
to halt until daylight, for fear we should miss the 
water. At daylight, when we had saddled, a small 
quantity of timber could be seen at the point of a 
sand ridge about a mile and a half or two miles to 
the west of us, and on going there we found a fine 
creek, with a splendid sheet of water more than a 
mile long, and averaging nearly three chains 
broad : it is, however, only two or three feet deep in 
most parts. 

“ Monday, 24</i December, 1860 . — We took a day 
of rest on Gray’s Creek to celebrate Christmas. 
This was doubly pleasant, as we had never, in our 
most sanguine moments, anticipated finding such a 
delightful oasis in the desert. Our camp was 
really an agreeable place, for we had all the 
advantages of food and water, attending a position 
of a large creek or river, and were at the same 
time free from the annpyanoe of the numberless ants, 
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flies, and mosquitoes that are inyariably met mth 
amoD^t timber or heavy scrub. 

“ Tuesda^y 25tk Decmber, 1860. — We left Gray's 
Creek at half-past four a.m. and proceed^ to cross 
the earthy rotten plains in the direction of Eyre’s 
Creek. At a distance of about nine miles we reached 
some lines of trees and bushes which were visible 
from the top of the sand ridge at Gray’s Creek. 
We found them growing on the banks of several 
small creeks which trend to the N. and N.N.W. ; 
at a mile and a half further we crossed a 
small creek N.N.E., and joining the ones above 
mentioned. This creek contained abundance 
of water in small detached holes from fifty to a 
hundred links long, well shaded by steep banks 
and overhanging bushes. The water had a sus- 
piciously transparent colour and a slight trace of 
brackishness, but the latter was scarcely perceptible. 
Near where the creek joined the holes is a sandhill 
and a dense mass of fine timber. The smoke of a 
fire indicated the presence of blacks, who soon 
made their appearance and followed us for some 
distance, beckoning us away to the N.E. We how- 
ever continued our course N.W. by N., but at a 
distance of one mile and a half found that the 
creek did not come round as we expected, and that 
the fell of the water was in a direction nearly 
opposite to our course, or about west to east. We 
struck off north half west for a high i^d ridge, 
from which we anticipated seeing whether it were 
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worth while for us to follow the course of the 
creeks we had crossed. We were surprised to find 
all the watercourses on the plains trending rather 
to the south of east, and at a distance of three 
miles, after changing our course, and when we 
approached the sandhills towards which we had 
been steering, we were agreeably pulled up by a 
magnificent creek coming from the N.N.W., and 
running in the direction of the fire we had seen. 
We had now no choice but to change our course 
again, for we could not have crossed even if we 
had desired to do so. On following up the south 
bank of the creek we found it soon keeping a more 
northerly course than it had where we first struck it. 
Til is fact, together with its magnitude and general 
appearance, lessened the probability of its being 
Eyre’s Creek, as seemed at first very likely from 
their relative positions and directions. The day 
being very hot and the camels tired from travel- 
ling over tlie earthy plains, which by-the-by are 
not nearly so bad as those at the head of Cooper’s 
Creek, we camped at one p.m., having traced the 
creek up about five miles, not counting the bends. 
For the whole of this distance we found not a 
break or interruption of water, which appears to 
bo very deep ; the banks are from twenty to thirty 
feet above the water, and very steep; they are 
clothed near the water’s edge with mint and other 
weeds, and on the top of each side there is a belt 
of box trees and various shrubs. The lower part 
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of the creek is bounded towards the north by a 
high red sand ridge, and on the south side is an 
extensive plain, intersected by numerous water- 
courses, which drain oflF the water in flood-time. 
The greater portion of the plain is at present very 
bare, but the stalks of dry grass show that after 
rain or floods there will be a good crop on the 
harder and well drained portion; but I believe 
the loose earthy portion supports no vegetation at 
any time. The inclination of the ground from tlie 
edge of the creek-bank towardi^ the plain is in 
many places very considerable ; this I should take 
to indicate that the flooding is or has been at one 
time both frequent and regular. 

“ Wednesday, 2^th December, 1860. — We started 
at five A.M., following up the creek from point to 
point of the bends. Its general course was at first 
north-by-west, but at about six miles, the sand ridge 
on the west closed in on it, and at this point it takes 
a turn to the N’.N.E. for half a mile, and then comes 
aroimd suddenly N.W. Up to this point it liad 
been rather improving in appearance than other- 
wise, but in the bend to the N.W, the cliannel is 
very broad. Its bed being limestone rock and indu- 
rated clay, is for a space of five or six chains quite 
dry ; then commences another waterhole, the creek 
keeping a little more towards north. We crossed 
the creek here and struck across the plain in a duo 
north course, for we could see the line of tiraljor 
coining up to the sand ridges in that direction. 
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For from seven to eight miles we did not touch the 
creek, and the eastern sand ridge seceded to a 
distance, in some places of nearly three miles, 
from our line, leaving an immense extent^of grassy 
plain between it and the creek. The distinctly 
marked feature on the lower part of this creek is 
that whenever the main creek is on one side of a 
plain, there is always a fine billibong on the opposite 
side, each of them almost invariably sticking close 
to the respective sand ridges. Before coming to 
the next bend of the creek a view from the top of 
a sandhill showed me that the creek received a 
large tributary from the N.W. at about two miles 
above where we had crossed it, A fine line of 
timber, running up to the N.W., joined an ex- 
tensive tract of box forest, and the branch we were 
following was lost to view in a similar forest to- 
wards the north. The sand ridge was so abrupt 
when we came to the creek, that it was necessary 
to descend into its bed tlirough one of the small 
ravines adjoining it. We found it partially run 
out, the bed being sand and strewed with nodules 
of lime, some of which were from one half to two 
leet long: they had apparently been formed in 
the Biuuldowns by infiltration.” 
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Field Book, No. 3. — Lat. S. 25^*^ to 23|® 
Camps 78 to 85.* 

“Sundap, 30tk December, 1860. — Finding that 
the creek was trending considerably towards the 
east without much likelihpod of altering its course, 
we struck off from it, taking a ten days’ supply of 
water, as there were ranges visible to the north, 
winch had the appearance of being stony. A north- 
cast by north coTirse was first taken for about seven 
miles in order to avoid them. The whole of this 

t 

distance was over alluvial eartliy plains, the soil 
of which was firm, but the vegetation scanty. 

Field Book, No. 4. 

Camps 85 to 90. Lat. 233° to 22^°. 

(Fine Country, TropicK.) 

Saturday, bth January, 18G1. — On leaving 
Camp 84, we found slight but distinct indications of 
rain in the groves, and a few blado.s of grass and 
small weeds in the little depressions on the plain : 
these indications were, however, so sliglit, that, bnf 
for the fact of our having found surface-water in 
two holes near our camp, we should hardly ha\ e 
noticed them. At a distance of about two nnles 
in a N.N.B, direction, we came to a creek with a. 
long broad shallow watcrhole. The well-worn 
paths, the recent tracks of natives, and the heaj).s 

• Tills Field Book was mostly occiipi(;<l hy nok-s of nstronomioal 
obserrations, and surveyor’s notes for mapping, 
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of shells, on the contents of which the latter had 
feasted, showed at once that this creek must be 
connected with some creek of considerable impor- 
tance. The camels and horses being greatly in 
need of rest, we only moved up about half a mile, 
and camped for the day. 

“ Sunday^ %th January, 1861. — Started at twenty 
minutes to six o’clock, intending to make an easy 
day’s stage along the creek. As we proceeded up 
in a northerly direction, we found the waterhole to 
diminish in size very much, and at about two and 
a half miles the creek ran out in a lot of small 
Avatercourses. At the upper end of the creek we 
found in its bed what appeared to be an arrange- 
ment for catching fish : it consisted of a small oval 
mud paddock about twelve feet by eight feet, the 
sides of which were aboxit nine inches above the 
liotktni of the hole, and the top of the fence 
covered with long grass, so arranged that the ends 
of the blades overhung scantily by several inches 
ilie sides of tlie hole. As there was no sign of 
timber to tl»e north, wo struck off to N.W. by 
N. for a fine line that came up from S.W., 
and seemed to run parallel with the creek we were 
alK)ut to leave. At a distance of about three miles, 
we reached the bank of a fine creek containing a 
sheet of water two chains broad, and at least 
fifteen feet deep in the middle. The banks are 
shelving, sandy, and lightly clothed with box trees 
and various shrubs. On starting to cross the 

o 2 
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plains towards this creek we were surprised at the 
bright green appearance of strips of land, which 
look in the distance like swamps. On approaching 
some of them, we found that there had been a con- 
.siderable fall of rain in some places, which had 
raised a fine crop of grass and portulac* wherever 
the soil was of a sandy and light nature ; but the 
amount of moisture had been insufficient to affect 
the hard clayey ground which constitutes the main 
portion of the plain. The sight of two native 
companions feeding here, added greatly to the en- 
couraging prospects ; they are the only specimens 
of that bird that I remember to have seen on that 
side of the Darling. 

“ *Jth January^ 18 G 1 . — We started at half-past four 
A.M. without water, thinking that we might safely 
rely on this creek for one day’s journey. We, 
however, found the line of timber soon begin to 
look small ; at three miles the channel contained 
only a few pools of siirface water. AVe continued 
across the plains on a due north course, frequtuitly 
crossing small watercourses, which had been fill(.‘d 
by the rain, but were fast drying up. Here and 
there, as we proceeded, dense lines of timber on 
our right showed that the creek came front tb<‘ 
east of north; at a distance of thirteen miles 
we turned to the N.N.E. towards a fine line 
of timber. We found a creek of considerable di- 
mensions, that had only two or three small water- 

• Portulaca oleracca, L, 
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lioles, but as there was more than sufficient for us, 
and very little feed for the beasts anywhere else, 
we camped. I should have liked this camp to have 
been in a more prominent and easily recognizable 
position, as it happens to be almost exactly on the 
tropic of Capricorn. The tremendous gale of wind 
that we had in the ^evening and night prevented me 
from taking a latitude observation, whereas I had 
some good ones at the last camp and at Camp 87. 
My reckoning cannot be far out. I found, on taking 
out my instruments, that one of the spare ther- 
mometers was broken, and the glass of my aneroid 
barometer cracked ; the latter I believe not otherwise 
injured. This was done by the camel having taken 
it into his head to roll while the pack was on his back. 

“ Tuesday, Sth January, 1861. — Started at a 
f[uarter past five A.M. with a load of water, deter- 
mined to be indopendeiit of all creeks and water- 
courses. At a mile and a half, found surface water 
in a small creek, and at a mile farther, water in two 
or three places on the open plains. The country we 
crossed for the first ten miles consists of fine open 
])lains of finn argillaceous soils, too stiff and hard to 
li(! affected by the small quantity of rain that has 
fallen as yet. They are subject to inundations from 
the overflow of a number of small creeks, which 
intersect them in a direction E.N.E. to W.S.W. 
Nearly all the creeks are lined with box trees and 
shrubs in a tolerably healthy state ; of the remains 
of dead trees there is only a fair prpportion to the 



t98 


JOURNAL PROM CX)OPER’S CREEK 


living ones. After traversing a plain of greater 
extent than the rest, we, at ten miles, reached the 
creek, proportionately large and important looking. 
The channel, however, at the point where we struck 
it, was deep, level, and dry ; but I believe there is 
water in it not far olF, for there were some red- 
breasted cockatoos in the trees, and native parrots on 
each side. On the north side there is a part bearing 
oflF to the N.N.W. The mirage on the plain to the 
south of the creek was stronger than I have before 
seen it. There appear to be sheets of water within 
a few yards of one, and it looks sufficiently smooth 
and glassy to be used for an artificial horizon. To 
the westward of the plains, some fine sandhills w’cre 
visible, nearly in the direction in which the creek 
flowed. To the north of the creek the country 
undergoes a great change. At first there is a little 
earthy land subject to inundation. The soil then 
becomes more sandy, with stony pans in wdnch water 
collects after rain ; the whole country is sliglitly Tin- 
dulating, lightly timbered, and splendidly grasstHl. 
A number of small disconnected creeks are scattercfl 
about, many of which contained w'ater protecU;'! 
from the sun and wind by luxuriant grow'th of 
fine grasses and small bushes. We passed one oi- 
two little rises of sand and pebbles, on which were 
growing some trees quite now to me ; but for tlu', 
seed pods I should have taken them for a sjwcies 
of Casuarina, although the leaf-stalks have not 
the jointed peculiarities of tho.se plants. The trunks 
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and branches are like the she oak, the leaves 
like those of a pine ; they droop like a willow, 
and the seed is small,*flat, in a large flat pod, about 
six inches by three-quarters of an inch. As we 
proceeded, the country improved at every step. 
Flocks of pigeons rose and flew off to the eastward, 
and fresh plants met our view on every rise ; every- 
thing green and luxuriant. The horse licked his 
lips, and tried all he could to break his nose-string 
in order to get at the food. We eamped at the 
foot of a sandy rise, where there was a large stony 
pan with plenty of water, and where the feed was 
equal in quality, and superior as to variety, to any 
that I have seen in Australia, excepting perhaps 
on some soils of volcanic origin. 

“ Wedmsday, 9^/t January, 1861. — Started at five 
minutes past five, without water, trusting to get a 
supply of water from the rain that fell during the 
thunderstorm. Traversed six miles of undulating 
plains covered with vegetation richer than ever. 
Several ducks rose from the little creeks as we 
])asscd, and flocks of pigeons were flying in all 
directions. The richness of the vegetation is evi- 
d(uitly not suddenly arising from chance thunder- 
stcnnis, for the trees and bushes on the open plain 
are eveiy where healthy and fresh looking ; very 
few dead ones are to bo seen ; Besides which, the 
quantity of dead and rotten grass which at present 
almost overpowers in some places the young blades 
shows that this is not the first crop of the kind. 
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The grasses are numerous and many of them un- 
known to me, but they only constitute a moderate 
portion of the herbage. Several kinds of spurious 
vetches and portulac, as well as salsolacese, add to 
the luxuriance of the vegetation. At seven miles 
we found ourselves in an open forest country, 
where the feed was good, but not equal to what 
we had passed, neither had it been visited by 
yesterday’s rain. We soon emerged again on open 
plains, but the soil being of a more clayish nature, 
they were not nearly so much -advanced in vege- 
tation as the others. We found surface w-ater in 
several places, and at one spot disturbed a fine 
bustard which was feeding in the long grass ; we 
did not see him until he flew up. I should have 
mentioned that one flew over our camp last even- 
ing in a northerly direction ; this speaks well for 
the country and climate. At noon we came to a 
large creek the course of which was from E.N.E. 
to W.S.W, ; the sight of the white gum trees in the 
distance had raised hopes, which were not at all 
damped on a close inspection of the channel. A t the 
point where we struck it there w-as certainly no 
great quantity of water ; the bed was broad and 
sandy, but its whole appearance was that of an im- 
portant watercourse, and the large gums which line 
its banks, togethef with the improved appearance of 
the soil, and the abundance of feed in the vicinity, 
satisfied us as to the permanency of the water and 
the value of the discovery. Although it was so early 
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in the day, and we were anxious to make a good 
march, yet we camped here, as it seemed to be al- 
most a sin to leave such good quarters. The bed of 
the creek is loose sand, through which the water 
freely permeates ; it is, however, sufficiently coarse 
not to be boggy, and animals can approach the 
water without any difficulty. 

“ Thursday, lO^A January, 1861. — At fwenty 
minutes past five A.M., Wfe left our camp with a full 
supply of water, determined to risk no reverses, 
and to make a good march. I should mention that 
last evening we had been nearly deafened by the 
noise of tlio cicadariae, and but for our large fires 
should have been kept awake all night by the 
mosquitoes. A walk of two miles across a well 
grassed plain brought us to a belt of timber, and 
we soon afterwards found ourselves pulled up by a 
large creek in which the water was broad and deep ; 
wo had to follow up the bank of the creek in a 
N.E. direction for nearly a mile before we could 
cross, when to our joy we found that it was flowing ; 
not a muddy stream from the effects of recent 
Hoods, hut a small rivulet of pure water as clear as 
crystal, d’hebed of the river at this place is deep 
and rather narrow ; the water flows over sand and 
pebbles, winding its way between clumps of mela- 
lema, and gum saplings. After leaving the river, 
we kept our old course due north, crossing, at a 
distance of one mile, three creeks with gum trees 
on their banks. The soil of the flats through 
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which they flow is a red loam of fair quality and 
well grassed. Beyond the third creek is a large 
plaSn, parts of which are very stony, and this is 
bounded towards the east by a low stony rise, 
partly composed of decayed and honeycombed 
quartz rock in situ, and partly of waterwom peb- 
bles and other alluvial deposits. At about two 
miles across this plain, we reached the first of a 
series of small creeks with deep waterholes : these 
creeks and holes have the characteristics peculiar 
to watercourses which are fourrd in flats formed 
from the alluvial deposits of schistose rocks. The 
banks are on a level with the surrounding ground, 
and are irregularly marked by small trees, or only 
by tufts of long grass which overhang the channel 
and frequently hide it from one’s view, even when 
within a few yards. ' At about five miles from 
where we crossed the river, we came to tlic main 
creek in these flats, Patten’s Creek if flows along 
at the foot of a stony range, and \ve had to trace 
it up nearly a mile in a N.N.E. direction liefore 
we could cross it ; as it happened, we might almost 
as well have followed its course uj) the fhit, for a t a 
little more than two miles we came to it again. We 
re-crossed it at a stony place just below a very 
large waterhole, and then continued our course 
over extensive plains, not so well grassed as those 
we had passed before, and very stony in some 
places. At eight miles from Patten’s Creek, we 
came to another, running from S.W. to S.E. there 
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was plenty of water in it, but it was evidently 
the result of recent local rains. On the banks 
was an abundance of good feed but very little timber. 

Friday , ll^A January, 18(51. — AVe started at 
five A.M., and in the excitement of exploring fine 
well-watered country, forgot all about the eclipse 
of the sun until the reduced temperature and pecu- 
liarly gloomy appearance of (he sky drew our 
attention to the matter; it was then too late to 
remedy the deficiency, so we made a good day’s 
journey, the moderation of the midday heat, which 
\N’as only about 86°, greatly assisting us. The 
country traversed has the most verdant and cheer- 
ful aspect; abundance of feed and water every- 
where. All the creeks seen to-day have a course 
more or loss to the east by south. The land im- 
]u-ovcs in appearance at every mile. A quantity 
<iF rain has fallen hero and to the south, and some 
of the flats are suitable for cultivation, if the regu- 
liii ity of the seasons will admit. 

FiKi.n Book, No. 5, 

Camps 92 to 95. hat. 22i° to 21i°. 

“ (Standisli llangos.) 

“ Saturday, 12(4 January, 1861. — We started at 
five A.M., and, keeping as nearly as possible a due 
north course, traversed for about eight miles a 
splendid flat, through which flow sever&l fine well- 
watei-ed creeks, lined with white gum trees. We 
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then entered a series of slaty, low, sandstone 
ranges, amongst which were some well-grassed flats, 
and plenty of water in the main gullies. The 
more stony portions are, however, covered with 
porcupine grass, and here and there with mallee ; 
large ant-hills are very numerous ; they vary in 
height from two and a half to four feet. There 
was a continuous rise perceptible all the way in 
crossing the ranges, and from the highest portion, 
which we reached at a distance of about seven 
miles, we had a pretty good view of the country 
towards the north. As far as we could see in the 
distance, and bearing due north, was a large range, 
having somewhat the outline of a granite moun- 
tain. The east end of this range just comes up to 
the magnetic north ; on the left of this, and beai-ing 
N.N.W., is a single conical peak, the top of which 
only is visible. Further to the west there Avcre 
some broken ranges, apparently sandstone ; to the 
E. of N. the tops of very distant and appaiently 
higher ranges were seen, the outline of which was 
so indistinct that I can form no idea as to tlieii- 
character ; the intermediate country below us 
appeared alternations of fine valleys and stony 
ranges, such as we had just been crossi?ig. From 
here a descent of two miles brought us to a ci-eek 
having a northern course, but on tracing it down 
for about a mile, we found it to turn to the south- 
east and join another from the north. Wo croswjd 
over to the latter oft a north-by-west course', and 
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camped on the west hank. It has a broad sandy 
channel ; the waterholes are large, but not deep ; the 
banks are bordered with fine white gums, and are 
in some places very scrubby. . There is abundance of 
rich green feed everywhere in the vicinity. We 
found here numerous indications of blacks having 
been here, but saw nothing of them. It seems 
remarkable that where their tracks are so plentiful, 
we should have seen none since we left King’s Creek. 
I observed that the natives here climb trees as 
those on the Murray do, in search of some animal 
corresponding in habits to the opossum, which 
they get out of the hollow branches in a similar 
manner. I have not yet been able to ascertain 
what the animal is. 

‘■^Sunday, \Zth January, 1861. — We did not 
leave camp this morning until half-past seven, 
having delayed for the purpose of getting the 
camels’ shoes on — a matter in which we were 
eminently unsuccessful. We took our breakfast 
before starting, for almost the first time since 
leaving the depot. Having crossed the creek, our 
eourse was due north as l)efore, until, at about six 
mil('s, we came in sight of the range ahead, when 
we took a north-half-east direction for the purpose 
of (iU'aring the eastern front of it. We found the 
ground more sandy than what we had before 
crossed, and a great deal of it even more richly 
grassed. Camp 93 is situate at the junction of 
three sandy creeks, in which there is abundance 
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ef ^i^ter. The sand is. loose, and the water per^' 
meates freely, so that the latter may be obtained 
delightfully cool and clear by sinking anywhere in 
the beds of the creeks. 

Field Book, No. 6. 

Lai. 2H° to 20i. Station 98 to 105. 

" (Upper part of Cloncurry.) 

Saturday, 19<A January, 1861. — Started from 
Camp 98 at 5*30 a.m., and passiijg to the N.W. of 
Mount Forbes, across a fine and well-giassed plain, 
kept at first a north-by-east direction. At a dis- 
tance of three miles, the plain became everyw'hero 
stony, being scattered over with quartz pebbles ; 
and a little further on we came to low quartz 
Tf»,nge8, the higher portions of which are covered 
with porcupine grass, but the valleys are well 
clothed with a variety of coarse and rank herbage. 
At about five miles we crossed a creek witli a 
sandy bed, which has been named Green’s C'l’eek ; 
there were blacks not far above where we crossed, 
but we did not disturb them. After crossing tiui 
creek, we took a due north course over very 
rugged quartz ranges of an auriferous character. 
Pieces of iron ore, very rich, were scattered in 
great numbers over some of the hills. On our 
being about to cross one of the branch creeks in 
the low range, we surprised some blacks— a man 
who, with a young fellow apparently his son, was 
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upon a tree, cutting out something ; and a lubra 
with a piccaninny. The two former did not see 
me until I was nearly close .to them, and then they 
were dreadfully frightened ; jumping down from 
the trees, they started off, shouting what sounded 
to us very like ‘Joe, Joe.’ Thus disturbed, the 
lubra, who was at some distance from them, just then 
caught sight of the camels and the remainder of the 
party as they came over the hill into the creek, 
and this tended to hasten their flight over the 
stones and porcupj^ne grass. Crossing the range 
at the head of this creek, we came on a gully 
running north, down which we proceeded, and 
soon found it open out into a creek, at two or three 
points in which we found water. On this creek 
wo fouiul the first specimen of an eucalyptus, 
which has a very different appearance from the 
members of tlie gum-tree race. It grows as high 
as a good-sized gum tree, but with the branches 
less spreading ; in shape it much resembles the 
elm ; the foliage is dark, like that of the light 
wood ; the trunk and branches are covered with a 
grey hark resembling in outward appearance that 
of the box tree. Finding that the creek 'was trend- 
ing too much to the eastward, we struck off to the 
north again, and at a short distance came on a fine 
creek running about S.S.E. As it was now nearly 
time to camp, we travelled it up for abbut one and 
a-half mile, and came to a fine waterhole in a 
rocky basin, at which there were lots of birds. 



jOIIBNAL fBOM COOPER’S CREEK 


Field Book, No. 7. 

Lai. 20i® to 19|®. Camps 105 to 112. 

“(Middle part of CloDCurry.) 

^‘Sunday, 27 ih January ^ 1861. — Started from 
Camp 105 at five minutes past two in the morning. 
We followed along the bends of the creek by 
moonlight, and found the creek wind about very 
much, taking on the whole a N.E. course. At 
about five miles it changed son^what its features ; 
from a broad and sandy channel, winding about 
through gum-tree flats, it assumes the unpropitious 
appearance of a straight, narrow creek, running in 
a N.N.E. direction between high, perpendicular, 
earthy banks. After running between three or 
four miles in this manner, it took a turn to the 
west, at which point there is a fine waterhole, and 
then assumed its original character. Below this 
we found water at several places, but it all seemed 
to be either from surface drainage or from springs 
in the sand. The land in the vicinity of the creek 
appears to have received plenty of rain, the vege- 
tation everywhere green and fresh ; but there is 
no appearance of the creek having flowed in this 
part of the channel for a considerable period. 
Palm trees are numerous, and some bear an abun- 
dance of small, round dates (nuts) just ripening. 
These palms give a most picturesque and pleasant 
appearance to the creek. 
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“ W^msdayy^^ 1861.— Started at 

half-past seven A j{., after several ilnsuccessftil 
attempts at getting Golah ont of the bed of the 
creek. It was determined to try brining him 
down until we eould find a place for him to get 
out at ^ but after going in this way two or three 
miles it was found necessary to leave him behind, 
as *it was almost impossible to get hhn through, 
some of the waterholes, and had separated King, 
from the party, which became a matter for very 
serious consideratioil'when we found blacks hiding 
in the box trees close to us.” 

Having reached the point indicated by the last 
date and passage in “ Field Book. No. 7,” Mr. 
Burke and my son determined to leave Gray and 
King there in charge of the camels, and to proceed 
onwards to the shores of Carpentaria, themselves 
on foot and leading the horse. The river or creek 
down which they passed is named in the journal 
the Cloncurry. The channel making a sudden 
turn, my son remarked that it might be a, new 
river. “ If it should prove so,” said Mr. Burke, 

“ we will call it . after my old friend Lord Clon- 
curry.” * . 

With reference to this locality, marked in the 
map as Camp 119, King was asked in his examina- 
tion before the'Royal Cordmissioners : 

“ Qu. 816. Was the water salt? — Quite salt. 

‘‘816. Who first made the discovery of rea<^mg 
the sea, or did you all Come Ufioh it toother j 

p 
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lliat is, reaching the salt water where the tide 
•w«s? — ^Mr/ Wills knew it; he had told ns two or 
three days before we reached the salt water that 
we were in the country that had been discovered 
by Mr. Gregory and other previous explorers. 

“ 817. Some days before you got upon it^e told 
you that? — Yes, and showed us on the chart the 
supposed place where Mr. Gregory crossed this 
small oreek.” 

It will be seen by these answers of King, that 
Mr. Burke assumed no topographical knowledge 
of the position. The ‘ Melbourne Argus ’ stated 
and repeated that he had mistaken the Flinders 
for the Albert. Now the river in question was 
never mentioned as either, and the mistake, if 
made, was Mr. Wills’s and not Mr. Burke’s. This 
portion of the map was said to have been lost on 
the morning of its arrival in Melbourne ; and this 
I can readily believe, as also that more might have 
met with the same fate had I not fortunately been 
there. 

Field Book, No. 8. 

Camps 112 to 119. — S. Led. 19|° to 17° 53'. 

** Lower part of Cloncurry. 


Field Book, No. 9. 

* Betoming from Carpentaria to Cooperis Cwk. 

" February f 1 861.— -Finding the ground 

in such ft i^te from the heavy foils of rain, that 
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camels could scarcely be got along, it was decided 
to leave them at Camp 119, and for Mr. Burke and 
I to proceed towdtds tbe sea on foot. After 
breakfast we accordingly started, taking with us 
the horse and three days’ provisions. Our first 
diflSculty was in crossing Billy’s Crpek, which we 
had to do where it enters the river, a few hundred 
yards below the camp. In getting the horse in 
here, he got bogged in a quicksand bank so deeply 
as to be unable to stir, and we only succeeded in 
extricating him by imdermining him on the creek’s 
side, and then lugging him into the water. Hav- 
ing got all the things in safety, we continued down 
the river bank, which bent about from east to 
v^tj^ut kept a general north course. A great 
deal of the land was so soft and rotten that the 
liorse, with only a saddle and about twenty-five 
pounds on his back, could scarcely walk over it.. 
At a distance of about five miles we again had him 
bogged in crossing a small creek, after which he 
seemed so weak that we had great doubts about 
getting him on. We, however, found some better 
ground close to the water’s edge, where the sand- 
stone rock crops out, and we stuck to it as far as 
possible. Finding that the river was bending 
about so much that we were making very Uttle 
progress in a northerly direction, we struck off due 
north and soon came on some table-land, where the 
soil is shcdlew and graveHy, and clothed with box 
and swmnp gums. Fatcli^ of the land were very 

p 2 



^4XiiiMr« : In; id|Mb‘ pldA^ 
liidi%«liri^ <to oiN^a liiklM.’* Tlie aoil here vtM 
<da^, M the" MirfiMie tmeven) s6 that 
of gmb one wao Irequently knee 
dM|ii fit unlwt The hoitom, hoveVer, was eonnd 
f^iaofbar (^hogging. After floundering tbrongh 
ftiiefor ee^enil miies, we came to a path formed by 
the blaeko, and there were distinct signs of a 
recent migration in a southerly direction. By 
making use of this path we got on much better, 
for the gfTOund was well trodden and hard. At 
rather more than a mile, the path entered a forest 
through which flowed a nice watercourse, and we 
had not gone far before we found places wheis Ae 
blacks had been camping. The forest was inter- 
sected by little pebbly rises, on which they had 
.made their fires, and in the sandy ground adjoin- 
ing some of the former bad been digging yams, 
which seemed to be so numerous that they could 
afford to leave lots of them about, probably having 
only selected the very best. We were not so par- 
ticulari but ate many of those that they hail 
rejected, and found them very good, About half 
a mile further, we came close on a black fellow, 
who was coiling up by a camp fire, whilst his gin 
and piccaninny were yabbering alongside. We 
stopped for a short time to take out some of the 
^stols that were on the horse, and that they might 
see us before we were so near as to irighten them. 


•so OARPI^ABIA. 9l« 

J’lwt after 

his limbs, and after a few seconds looked' in our 
direction, . It.wss yerj amusing to eee the way in 
wliich he stared, standing .for some time as if he 
thought he must be dreaminig, and then, having 
signalled to the others, they dropped on their 
haunches, and shuffled o£P in the quietest manner 
possible. Near their hre was a fine hut, the best 
I have ever seen, built on the same principle as 
those, at Cooper’s Creek, but much larger and more 
complete : I should'- say a dozen blacks might com- 
fortably coil in it together. It is situated at the 
end of the forest towards the north, and looks out 
on an extensive marsh, which is at times flooded 
by the sea water. Hundreds of wilcb geese, plover 
and pelicans, Were enjoying themselves in the 
watercourses on the marsh, all the water on which 
wi)s too brackish to be drinkable, except some holes 
that arc filled by the stream that flows through 
the forest. The neighbourhood of this encamp- 
ment is one of the prettiest we have seen during 
the journey. Proceeding on our course across the 
jnarsh, we came to a channel through which the 
sea water enters, Here we passed three blacks, 
who, as is universally their custom, pointed out to 
us, unasked, the best part down. This assisted us 
greatly, for the ^ound we were taking was very 
boggy. We inoyed slowly down about three 
miles and then can^ped for the night; the’ home 
Billy being completely .baked, Next morning 
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we Started at daybreak, leaving the horse short 
hobbled. 

Memo , — Verbally transcribed from the Field 
Books of the late Mr. Wills. Very few words, 
casually omitted in the author’s manuscripts, have 
been added in brackets. A few botanical explana* 
tions have been appended. A few separate 
general remarks referring, to this portion of the 
diary will be published, together with the meteor- 
ological notes to which they are' contiguous. No 
other notes in reference to this portion of the 
journey are extant. 

5 I 11 ( 61 “Ferd. Mueller.” 

It will be olfeerved in following these Field Books 
that there are occasional intervals and omissions, 
which I account for thus : — My son’s first entries, 
in pencil, are more in the form of notes, with ob- 
servations, and figures to guide him in mapping ; 
because, when his maps are accurate and attended 
to, his journal is imperfect, and mce versd. Besides, 
there can be no doubt that Mr. Burke kept a 
journal, though perhaps not a complete one, and 
of which a very small portion has come to hand. 
In it he mentions a difficult pass they went 
through on the route to Carpentaria, of which my 
son does not speak. King confirms Mr. Burke’s 
statement, and says my son knew he had written 
it, which was the reason why he did not himself 
rep^t the same paensage. 
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IrLe Boyal Commissioners in their Beport said : 

** It does not appear that Mr. Burke kept any 
regular journal, or -that he gave written instruc- 
'tions to his ofiScers. Had he performed these 
essential portions of the duties of a leader, many of 
the calamities of the Expedition might have been 
averted, and little or no room would have been 
left for doubt in judging the conduct of those sub< 
ordinates who pleaded unsatisfatctory and contra- 
dictory verbal orders and statements.” 

With all due submission and humility, I think 
this opinion too conclusive, and formed on unsatis- 
factory evidence, as any statement must be con- 
sidered, proceeding from one who destroyed his 
own credit by self-contradiction to the extent that 
Mr. Brahe did. He admitted, on his examination, 
that he had burnt some of Mr. Burke’s papers at 
Mr. Burke’s own request. How then is it possible 
to determine what he may otherwise have burnt 
or placed out of the way ? In fact, what written 
instructions, if any, he did or not receive, and 
what he did with them ? 



CHAPTEE X. 

^tum from Carpentaria to Cooper’s Creek — Mr. Wills’s Journals from 
.February 19th to April 2l8t, 1861 — Illness and Death of Gray — The 
Survivors arrive at Cooper’s Creek Depot and find it deserte<3 — A 
- Small Stock of Provisions left — Conduct of Brahe — Report of the 
« Royal Commission. ' 

Me. Bdrkb and Mr. Wills having accomplished 
.the grand object of the Expedition by reaching the 
Gnlf of Carpentaria, rejoined Gray and King at 
Gamp 119,’ where they had left them with the 
camels. On the 13th of February the party turned 
their faces to the south, and commenced their long 
And toilsome march in return. The entries in my 
son’s journals were transcribed as follows : — 

Tuesday, 19/4 February, 1861. — Boocha’s 
Gamp. 

^^Wednesday, 20/4 February, 1861. — Pleasant 
Gamp ; 6 E. 

'' Thursday, 2ls/ Ftkhwry, 1861. — Eecovery 
Gamp ; 6 E. Between four and five o’clock a heavy 
thunderstorm broke over us, having given very 
Uttle waxni% of its approach. There had been 
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lighting and! tbimder io^Tds S wd S\ ever 
cdnoe nooa yesterday. The rain was incessant and 
very heavy for an hour and a half, whidi made 
the ground so boggy that the animals <^iild scarcely 
walk over it; we nevertheless started at ten 
minutes to seven a.h., and after floundering along 
for half an . hour halted for breakfast. We then 
moved on again, but soon found that the travelling 
was too heavy for the camels, so camped for the 
remainder of the day. In the afternoon the sky 
cleared a little, and the sun soon dried the ground, 
considering. Shot a pheasant, and much dis- 
appointed at finding him all ‘feathers and claws. 
This bird nearly resembles a cock pheasant in 
plumage, but in other respects it bear# more the 
character of the magpie or crow ; the feathers are 
remarkably wiry and coarse. 

Friday, 22nd February, 1861. — Camp 7 E. 
A fearful thunderstorm in the evening, about 
eight P.M., fromB.S.E., moving gradually round to 
south. The flashes of lightning were so vivid 
and incessant as to keep up a continual light for 
short intervals, overpowering the moonlight. 
Heavy rain and strong squalls continued for more 
tlian an hour, when the storm moved off W.N.W. 
The sky remained more or less ovemist for the 
rest of the night, and the follo^'ng morning was 
both sultry end oppressive, with the ground so 
boggy as to be almost impassable; , 

“ Saturday, ^Zrd February, 1861. — Gamp 8 E. 
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In spite of the difficulties thrown in our way hy 
last night’s storm, we crossed the creek, but were 
shortly afterwards compelled to halt for the day 
on a small patch of comparatively dry ground, 
near the river. The day turned out very fine, so 
that ibe soil dried rapidly, and we started in the 
evening to try a trip by moonlight. We were 
veiy fortunate in finding sound ground along a 
billibong, which permitted of our travelling for 
about five miles up the creek, when we camped for 
the* night. The evening was most oppressively 
hot and sultry, so much so that the slightest exer- 
tion made one feel as if he were in a state of 
suffocation. The dampness of the atmosphere 
prevented^any evaporation, and gave one a help- 
less feeling of lassitude that I have never before 
experienced to such an extent. All the party 
.complained of the same symptoms, and the horses 
showed distinctly the effect of the evening trip, 
short as it was. We had scarcely turned in half 
an hour when it began to rain, some heavy clouds 
having come up from the eastward in place of the 
layer of small cirro-cumuli that l^fore ornamented 
the greater portion of the sky. These clouds soon 
moved on, and we were relieved from the dread of 
additional mud. After the sky cleared, the atmo- 
sphere became rather cooler and less sultry, so that, 
with the assistance of a little smoke to keep the 
mosquitoes off, we managed to pass a tolerable 
night. 
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“Sunday, 244h Fdrmry, 1861. — Camp 9 R. 
Comparatively little rain has fallen above the 
branch creek with the running water. The vege- 
tation, although tolerably fresh, is not so rank as 
that we have left ; the water in the creek is muddy, 
but good, and has been derived merely from the 
surface drainage of the adjoining plains. The 
Mebleneus continues on this branch creek, which 
creeps along at the foot of the ranges. 

“ Monday, 2^th February, 1861. — Camp 10 R. 
There has been very little rain on this portion of 
the creek since we passed down ; there was, how- 
ever, no water at all then at the pans. At the 
Tea-tree spring, a short distance up the creek, we 
found plenty of water in the sand, but it had a 
disagreeable taste, from the decomposition of leaves 
and the presence of mineral matter, probably iron. 
There seems to have been a fair share of rain along 
here, everything is so very fresh and green, and 
there is water in many of the channels we have 
crossed. 

“ Tuesday, 26^A February, 1861. — Apple-tree 
Camp ; 11 R. 

“ Thursday, 28/A Fehruatry, 1861. — Reedy Gully 
Camp ; 12 R. Came into the Reedy Gully Camp 
about midnight on Tuesday, the 26th ; remained 
there throughout the day on Wednesday ; starting 
at two A.M. on Thursday. 

“Friday, 1st March, 1861.-*Oamp of the Three 
Crows ; 13 R. 
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■** SeOmdt^t M Mttrfh, 1861.~>Sal1>-bu8h Oump; 
14 B. Found Qolah, |lo looks thin snd miser- 
able ; seems fretted » great deal, probably, 

at finding himself left behnid, and he has been 
walking up and down our tracks till he has made 
a regular pathway ; could find no sign of his 
having been &r off, although there is a splendid 
feed to which he could have gone. He b^gan to 
eat as soon as he saw the other camels. 

♦ “/Sunday, 3rd March^ 1861. — Eureka Camp; 
15 R. In crossing a creek by moonh'ght, Charley 
rode over a large snake; he did not touch him, 
and we thought that it was a log until he struck it 
with the stirrup iron ; we then saw that it was an 
immense snake, larger than any I have ever before 
seen in a wild state. It measured eight feet four 
inches in length and seven inches in girtli round 
the belly ; it was nearly the same thickness from 
the head to within twenty inches of the tail ; it then 
tapered rapidly. The weight was Hi lbs. From 
the tip of the nose to five inches back, the neck was 
black, bodi above and below ; throughout the rest 
of the body, the under part was yellow, and the 
sides and back had irregular brown transverse 
bars on a yellowish brown ground. I could detect 
, no poisonous fangSj but there were two distinct 
rows of teeth in each jaw, and two small claws of 
nails, about three-eighths of an inch long, one on 
each side of the vent./ 

^ Monday f \th March^ 1861.~P’ea8ting Camp ; 
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16 R. Shortly after arriving at Camp 16 we 
could frequently hear distant thunder towards the 
east, from which quarter the wind was blowing. 
t)uring the afternoon there were frequent heavy 
showers, and towards evening it set in to rain 
steadily but lightly^; this lasted till about eight 
P.M., when the rain ceased and -the wind.got round 
to west ; the sky, however, remained overcast until 
late in the night, and then cleared for a short 
time ; the clouds were soon succeeded by a dense 
fog or mist, which continued until morning.' The 
vapour having then risen, occupied the upper 
air in the form of light cir.-stratus and cumuli 
clouds. 

Tuesday, 5th March, 1861. — Camp 17 Ri 
Started at two a.m. on a S.S.W. course, but had 
soon to turn in on the creek, as Mr. Burke felt very 
unwell, having been attacked by dysentery since 
eating the snake ; he now felt giddy and unable to 
keep his seat. At six a.m., Mr. Burke feeling 
better, we started again, following along the creek, 
in which there was considerably more water tb/an 
when we passed down. We camped, at 2*15 P.M.^ 
at a part of the creek where the date trees* were 
very numerous, and found the fruit nearly ripe and 
very much improved on what it was when we were 
here before. 

“ Wednesday, 6th March, l861i-i-Camp 18 R, 
Arrived at our former camp, and found ftie foed 

* Probably IdVidtoha^ 
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richer ilian ever, and the ants just as troublesome. 
Mr. Burke is a little better, and Obarley looks com- 
paratively well. The. dryness of the atmosphere 
seems to have a beneficial efiect on all. We found 
yesterday, that it ^ms a hopeless matter about 
Golah, and we were obliged td leave him behind, 
as he seemed to be completely done up and could 
not come on, even when the pack and saddle were 
taken off. 

“ Thursday^ *lth March, 1861. — Fig-tree Camp ; 
19 R ; Palm-tree Camp, No. 104, and 20®. Lati- 
tude, by observation, coming down, 20° 21' 40". 
There is less water here than there was when we 
passed down, although there is evidence of the 
creek having been visited by considerable floods 
during the interval. Feed is abundant, and the 
vegetation more fresh than before. Mr. Burke 
almost recovered, but Charley is again very un- 
well and unfit to do anything ; he caught cold last 
night through carelessness in covering himself. 

Fridatf, Sth March, 1861. — Camp 20 R. Fol- 
lowed the creek more closely coming up than goin^ 
down. Found more water in it generally. 

“ Saiwday, ^th Marchi 1861. — Camp 21 R. 
Readbed our former camp at 1*80 p.m. Found the 
herbage mudb dried up, but still plenty of feed for 
the camels. 

. " ^ IQtii March^ 1861, Camp 22 R. 

iPiAipid at the junction cd a small careek frtna the 
westward, a short dijid^anoe below our former cmnp. 
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there being plenty of good water here, whereas 
the supply at Specimen Camp is very doubtful. 

Monday, March, 1861. — Gamp 23 R. 
Halted for breakfest at the Specimen Camp at 
7’ 15 A.M., found more water and feed there than 
before ; then proceeded up the creek and got safely 
over the most dangerous part of our journey. 
Camped near the head of the Gap in a flat, about 
two miles below our former camp at the Gap. 

“ Tuesday, \2th March, 1861. — Camp 24 R^ 

“ Wednesday, \Zth March, 1861. — ^^Camp 25 R. 
Rain all day, so heavily that I was obliged to put 
my watch and field book in the pack to keep them 
dry. In the afternoon the rain increased, and all 
the creeks became flooded. We took shelter under 
some fallen rocks, near which was some feed for 
the camels ; but the latter was of no value, for we 
had soon to remove them up amongst the rocks, 
out of the way of the flood, which fortunately did 
not rise high enough to drive us out of the cave ; 
but we were obliged to shift our packs to the upper 
part. In the evening the water fell as rapidly as 
it bad risen, leaving everything in a very boggy 
state. There were frequent light showers during 
the night. • 

“ Thursday, lith March, 1861i— Camp 26 R ; 
Sandstone cave. The water ^ the creek having 
fallen sufficiently low, we crossed over from the 
cave and proceeded down the oreek* Ow prc^gress 
was slow, as it was necessaiy : >to keep <m the stony 
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ridge instead of following the fiats, the latter being' 
veiy boggy after the rain* Thinking that this 
creek must join Scratchley’s, near our old camp, 
we followed it a long wayj until finding it trend 
altogether too much eastward, we tried to shape 
across for the other creek, but were unable to do 
so, from the boggy nature of the intervening 
plain. 

“jPWday, 15#A March, 1861. — Camp 27 R. 

** Saturday, 16tA March, 1861. — Camp 28 R. 
Scratcbley’s Creek. 

‘'Sunday, X^th March, 1861. — Camp 29 R. 

“Monday, \%th March, 1861. — Camp 30 R. 

“ Tuesday, 19<A March, 1861. — Camp 31 R. 

“ Wednesday, 2Qth March, 1861.— rCamp 32 R. 
Feasting Camp. Last evening the sky was clouded 
about nine p.m., and a shower came down from the 
north. At ten o’clock it became so dark that we 
camped on the bank of the jreek, in which was a 
nice current of clear water. To-day we halted, 
intending to try a night journey. The packs we 
overhauled and left nearly 601b. weight of things 
behind. They were all suspended in a pack from 
the branches of a shrub close to the creek. We 
started at a quarter to six, but t^ere continually 
pulled up by billibon^ and branch creeks, and soon 
had to (»mip for the night. At the junction of the 
tivo creeps just above are the three cones, which 
are tlfr^ remarkably small hills to the eastward. 

“ Tlmrsddyiyil^ Moiiidi, 1801. — Humid Camp, 
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33 R. — Unable to proceed on account of ’the 
slippery and boggy state of the ground. The 
rain has fallen very heavily here to-day, and 
every little depression in the ground is either full 
of water or covered with slimy mud. Another 
heavy storm passed over during the night, almost 
extinguishing the miserable fire we were able to 
get up with our very limited quantity of water- 
logged and green wood. Having been so un- 
fortunate last night, we took an early breakfast 
this morning at Camp 33, which I had named the 
IT umid Camp, from the state of dampness in which 
we found everything there ; and crossing to the 
east bank of the main creek, proceeded in a 
southerly direction nearly parallel with the creek. 
Some of the flats near the creek contain the 
richest alluvial soil, and are clothed with luxuriant 
vegetation. There is an immense extent of plain, 
back, of the finest character for pastoral purposes, 
and the country bears every appearance of being 
permanently well watered. We halted on a large 
billibong at noon, and were favoured during 
dinner by a thunderstorm, the heavier portion of 
which missed us, some passing north and some 
south, which was fortunate, as it would otherwise 
have spoiled our baking process, a matter of some 
importance just now. We start^ again at seven 
o’clock, but the eflects of the heavy rain prevented 
our making a good joumey, 

“ 22nd March^ 1861. — Muddy Camp, 

Q 
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34 R.-^Had an early breakfast this morning, and 
started before sunrise. Found that the wet swampy 
ground that checked our progress last night was 
only a narrow strip, and that had we gone a little 
further we might have made a fine journey. The 
country consisted of open, well-grassed, pebbly 
plains, intersected by numerous small channels, all 
containing water. Abundance of fine rich portu- 
lac was just bursting into flower along all these 
channels, as well as on the greater portion of the 
plain. The creek that we camped on last night 
ran nearly parallel with us throughout this stage. 
We should have crossed it, to avoid the stony 
plains, but were prevented by the flood from so 
doing. 

“ Saturday^ 23rd Marchy 1861, — Mosquito Camp, 

35 R. — Started at a quarter to six and followed 
down the creek, which has much of the character- 
istic appearance of the River Burke, where we 
crossed it on our up journey. The land in tlio 
vicinity greatly improves as one goes down, be- 
coming less stony and better grassed. At eleven 
o’clock we crossed a small tributary from the 
eastward, and there was a distant range of con- 
siderable extent visible in that direction. Halted 
for the afternoon in a bend where there was 
tolerable feed, but the banks are everywhere more 
or leas scinbby. 

^ Simdayy2Ath Marchy 1861. — ^Tliree-hour Cnrap, 

36 R. 
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Monday f 25th March, 1861. — Native-Dog Camp, 
37 R. — Started at half-past five, looking for a 
good place to halt for the day. This we found at 
a short distance down the creek, and immediately 
discovered that it was close to Gamp 89 of our up 
journey. Had not expected that we were so much 
to the westward. After breakfast, took some time- 
altitudes, and was about to go back to last camp 
for some things that had been left, when I found 
Gi-ay behind a tree eating skilligolee. He ex- 
plained that he was suffering from dysentery, and 
had taken the flour without leave. Sent him to 
I’cport himself to Mr. Burke, and went on. He, 
having got King to tell Mr. Burke for him, was 
called up, and received a good thrashing. There 
is no knowing to what extent he has been robbing 
us. Many things have been found to run unac- 
countably short. Started at seven o’clock, the 
camels in first-rate spirits. We followed our old 
course back (S.). The first portion of the plains 
had much the same appearance as when we came 
up, but that near Camp 88, which then looked- so 
fresh and green, is now very mudi dried up ; and 
we saw no signs of water anywhere. In fiwjt, 
there seems to have been little or no rain about 
here since we passed. Soon after three o’clock 
we struck the first of severtd small meeks or biUi» 
bong^, which must be portions cff the creek with 
the deep chtmnel that we crossed on gdin^ up^ we 
being now rathw to the ’^reetward" qf our former 

Q 2 



228 RETURN FROM CARPENTARIA 

course. From here, after traversing about two 
miles of the barest clay plain, devoid of all vege- 
tation, we reached a small watercourse, most of 
the holes in which contained some water of a 
milky or creamy description. Fine salt bush and 
portulac being abimdant in the vicinity, we camped 
here at 4*30 a.m. When we started in the even- 
ing, a strong breeze had already sprung up in the 
south, which conveyed much of the characteristic 
feeling of a hot wind. It increased gradually to a 
force of five and six, but by eleven o’clock had 
become decidedly cool, and was so chilly towards 
morning that we found it necessary to throw on 
our ponchos. A few cir. cum. clouds were coming 
up firom the east when we started, but we left 
them behind, and nothing was visible during the 
night but a thin hazy veil. The gale continued 
throughout the 26th, becoming warmer as the day 
advanced. In the afternoon it blew furiously, 
raising a good deal of dust. The temperature of 
air at four p.m. was 84° in the shade. Wind trees 
all day.” 

This last entry contains an unpleasant record of 
poor Gray’s delinquency. He appears to have 
been hitherto rather a favourite with my son. 

Suing, on his examination before the Royal 
Commission, finding that Mr. Burke was censured 
for chastising Gray, at first denied it strongly. 
My son <mly relate in his diary what Mr. Burke 
had tcdd him ; ‘Vl have given Gray a good thrash- 
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ing, and well he deserved it.” King blamed my 
son for mentioning this, but admitted that Mr. 
Burke gave G-ray several slaps on the head ; 
afterwards, seeing that Mr. Burke was found fault 
with for not keeping a journal. King was made 
to appear to say that Mr. Wills’s journal was 
written in conjunction with and under the super- 
vision of Mr. Burke ; and thus accounted for the 
absence of one by Mr. Burke. I was present at 
King’s examination, and can bear witness that he 
said nothing of the kind. His answers, as given 
in the Royal Commission Report, were framed to 
suit the questions of the interrogator, which ap- 
peared to astonish King, and he made no reply. 
King’s statements, as far as he understood what 
he was asked, I believe to have been generally 
very truthful, and honestly given. 

After March 25th, an interval of three days 
occurs, in which nothing ip noted. Gray’s illness, 
attending to the maps, with extra labour, may 
account for this omission. 

March 29. — Camels’ last feast; fine green feed 
at this camp : plenty of vines and yoimg poly- 
gonums on the small billibongs. 

“ March 30. — Boocha’s rest.^ — ^Poor BoOcha was 
killed ; employed all day in cutting up and jerking 
him : the day turned out as favourable for us aa 
we could have wished, and a considerable portion 
of the meat was completely jerked before sunset. 

March 31, — Mia Mia Camp. — Plenty of good, 
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dry feed; various slirubs; salt bushes, including 
coUton bush and some coarse kangaroo grass ; water 
in the hollows on the stony pavement. The neigh- 
bouring countiy chiefly composed of stony rises 
and sand ridges. 

“ April 5 — Oil Camp. — Earthy and clayey plains, 
generally sound and tolerably grassed, but in 
other places bare salt bush, and withered. 

April 6 cmd 7. — Earthy flats, cut into in- 
numerable water courses, succeeded by fine open 
plains, generally very bare, but having in some 
places patches of fine salt bush. The dead stalks 
of portulac and mallows show that those plants 
are very plentiful in some seasons. Towards noon 
came upon earthy plains and numerous billibongs. 
The next day the water and feed much dried up, 
and nearly all the water has a slightly brackish 
taste of a peculiar kind, somewhat resembling in 
flavour potassio-tartrate.of soda (cream of tartar). 

On the 8th, poor Gray, suffering under the bad 
odour of his peculations, was thought to be pro- 
tending illness, because he could not walk, and 
my son, when he was himself ill, much regi’cttod 
their suspicions on this point; but it appears 
from King's evidence, that Gray’s excuse for 
Using the provisions surreptitiously, that he was 
attacked by dysentery, was without foundation. 

** Monday f April 8. — Camp 50 B. — Camped a 
short above Camp 75. The creek here 

donttiins more water, and there is a eonsidemblo 
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quantity of green grass in its bed, but it is much 
dried up since we passed before. Halted fifteen 
minutes to send back for Gray, who pretended 
that he could not walk. Some good showers most 
have fallen lately, as we have passed surfece 
water on the plains every day. In the latter por- 
tion of to-day’s journ^, the young grass and 
portulac are springing freshly in the flats, and on 
the sides of the sand ridges. 

“ Tuesday, April 9. — Camp 51 R. — Camped on 
the bank of the creek, where there is a regular field 
of salt bush, as well as some grass in its bed, very 
acceptable to the horse, who has not had a proper 
feed for the last week until last night, and is,= 
consequently, nearly knocked up. 

“ Wednesday, April 10. — Camp 52 R. — ^Remained 
at Camp 52 R all day, to cut up and jerk -the 
meat of the horse Billy, who was so reduced and 
knocked up for want of food that there appeared 
little chance of his reaching the other side of 
tlie desert; and as we were running short of 
food of every description ourselves, we thought it 
best to secure his flesh at once. We found it 
healthy and tender, but without the slightest 
ii !tce of fat in any portion of the body. 

In the journal to the Fifteenth, there is nothing 
worthy of note; there were watercourses daily, 
tlie chai^cter of the county the san^ ; the plants 
chiefly chiysanthemums and salt bush. On the 
latter day it rained heavily, commenced at five in 
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the morning, and continued pretty steadily through^ 
out the day. The camel, Linda, got knocked up 
owing to the wet, and having to cross numerous 
sand ridges ; and at four o’clock they had to halt 
at a clay-pan among the sandhills. 

, On Wednesday, the 17th, my son notes the 
death of poor Gray : “ He had not spoken a 
word distinctly since his*first attack, which was 
just about as we were going to start.” Here 
King mentions that they remained one day to 
bury Gray. They were so weak, he said, that it 
was with difficulty they could dig a grave suffi- 
ciently deep to inter him in. This is not in the 
journal, but in King’s narrative. 

“ On the 19th, camped again without water, 
on the sandy bed of the creek, having been 
followed by a lot of natives who were desirous 
of our company ; but as we preferred camping 
alone, we were compelled to move on until 
rather late, in order to get away from them. 
The night was very cold. A strong breeze was 
blowing from the south, which made the fire so 
irregular that, as on the two previous nights, it 
was impossible to keep up a fair temperature. 
Our general course throughout the day had been 
S.S.B. 

On Sunday, April 21, the survivors, Mr. Burke, 
my son. King, and two camels, reached Cooper’s 
Creek ut the exact place where the dep6t party 
bad h96H left under. Brahe. was no one 
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there ! During the last few days every exertion 
had been made, every nerve strained to reach the 
goal of their arduous labours — ^the spot where they 
expected to find rest, clothing, and provisions in 
abundance. King describes in vivid language 
the exertions of that last ride of thirty miles ; and 
Burke’s delight when he thought he saw the 
depot camp ; “ There they are I” he exclaimed ; “ I 
see them !” The wish was “ father to the thought.” 
Lost and bewildered in amazement, he appeared 
like one stupefied when the appalling truth burst 
on him. King has often described to me the 
scene. “ Mr. Wills looked about him in all 
directions. Presently he said, ‘ King, they are 
gone pointing a short way off to a spot, ‘ there 
are the things they have left.’ Then he and I 
set to work to dig them up, which we did in a 
short time. Mr. Burke at first was quite over- 
whelmed, and flung himself on the ground.” But 
soon recovering, they all three set to work to cook 
some victuals. When thus refreshed, my son made 
the following entry in his journal : 

“ Sunday, April 21. — 'Arrived at the dep6t this 
evening, just in time to find it deserted. A note 
left in the plant by Brahe communicates the 
pleasing information that they have started to- 
day for the Darling ; their camels and horses all 
well and in good condition. We and our camels 
being just done up, and scarcely able to reach 
the depbt, have veiy little chance of overtaking 
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them. Brahe has fortunately left us ample pro- 
visions to take us to the bounds of civilization, 
namely ; — ^Flour, 50 lb. ; rice, 20 lb. ; oatmeal, 
601b.; sugar, 601b; and dried meat, 151b. These 
provisions, together with a few horse-shoes and 
nails, and some odds and ends, constitute all the 
articles left, and place us in a very awkward 
position in respect to clothing. Our disappoint- 
ment at finding the depot deserted may easily be 
imagined ; — returning in an exhausted state, after 
four .months of the severest travelling and priva- 
tion, our legs almost paralyzed, so that each of us 
found' it a most trying task only to walk a few 
yards. Such a leg-bound feeling I never before 
experienced, and hope I never shall again. The 
exertion required to get up a slight piece of rising 
ground, even without any load, induces an inde- 
scribable sensation of pain and helplessness, and 
the general lassitude makes one unfit for anything. 
Poor Gray must have suffered very much many 
times when we thought him shamming. It is 
most fortunate for us that these symptoms, which 
so early affected him, did not come on us until v (> 
were reduced to an exclusively animal diet of 
such an inferior description as that offered hv 
the flesh of a worn-out and exhausted hf)rsc. \\'e 
were not long in getting out the grub that 
Brahe had left, and we made a good supper off 
some oatmeal porridge and sugar. This, together 
with the exdtement of finding ourselves in such 
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a peculiar and most unexpected position, had a 
wonderful effect in removing the stiffness from 
our legs. Whether it is possible that the vege- 
tables can have so affected us, I know not; but 
both Mr. Burke and I remarked a most decided 
relief and a strength in the legs greater than we 
had had for several days. I am inclined to think 
that but for the abundance of portulac that we 
obtained on the journey, we should scarcely have 
returned to Cooper’s Creek at all.” 

I asked King how my son behaved. His answer 
was, that he never once showed the slightest 
anger or loss of self-command. From under a tree 
on which had been marked, “DIG, 2l8t April, 
1861,” a box was extracted containing the pro- 
visions, and a bottle with the following note : — ^ 


“ Dei)dt, Cooper’s Creek, April 21, 1861. 

“ The depot party of the V. E. E; leaves this 
camp to-day to return to the Darling. I intend to 
go S.E. from Camp 60 to get into our old track 
near Bulloo. Two of my companions and myself 
are quite well ; the third, Patten, has been unable 
to walk for the last eighteen days, as his leg has 
b(!en severely hurt when thrown by one of the 
horses. No one has been up here from the Darling. 
We have six camels and twelve horses in good 
working condition. 


“William Brahe.” 
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Brahe has been blamed for not having left a 
true statement of his condition, and that of those 
with him ; but it was truth when he wrote it. 
He believed Patten’s to have been a sprain. It 
was afterwai’ds that he contradicted himself, in 
his journal written in Melbourne, and in his evidence 
before the Royal Commission. Brahe had no 
journal when he came down the first time with a 
message from Wright, and was requested, or 
ordered, by the committee to produce one, which 
he subsequently did. In this journal, Brahe 
enters, on the 15th April : “ Patten is getting 
worse. I and M‘Donough begin to feel alarming 
symptoms of the same disesise (viz., a sprain). 

April 18. — There is no probability of Mr. 
Burke returning this way. Patten is in a deplorable 
state, and desirous of returning to the Darling to 
obtain medical assistance ; and our provisions will 
soon be reduced to a quantity insufficient to take 
us back to the Darling if the trip should turn 
out difficult and tedious. Being also sure that I 
and M'Donough would not much longer escape 
scurvy, I, after most seriously considering all 
circumstances, made up my mind to start for the 
Darling on Sunday next, the 21st.” 

That day he abandoned the dep6t at ten a.m. 
leaving 60 lb. of flour, taking with him 160 lb. ; 
leaving 50 lb. of oatmeal, taking eibovJt 70 lb. ; 
leaving 601b, of sugar, taking 751b.; leaving 
rice 3.01b., taking one bag. He left neither tea 
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nor biscuits, and took all the clothes, being the 
property of Mr. Wills. The latter, he said before 
the Royal Commissioners, were only shirts, omit- 
ting the word flannel, and added that they were 
badly off themselves. He was asked, Qu. 323. 
“ Had you any clothes of any description at 
Cooper’s Creek that might have been left ? — Yes, f 
had a parcel of clothes that were left with me by 
Mr. Wills ; these were all that I know of, and we 
ourselves were very badly off.” 

Qu. 1720. By Dr. Wills (through the chair- 
man) — “ I wish to know whether a portmanteau 
was left with you, belonging to Mr. Wills, my 
son ? — Yes, a bag, a calico bag containing 
clothes. 

“ 1730. — ;You were aware it was his own pro- 
I)erty ? — I was. 

“1731. — What made you take those clothes 
back to Menindie, and not leave them in the 
cache ? — Mr. Wills was better supplied than any 
other member of the party, and I certainly did 
not think he would be in want of clothes." 

With a somewhat unaccountable disposition to 
sympathize with Brahe, on the part of the Com- 
mittee and the Royal Commission, the latter 
summed up their impression of his conduct thus : 

“ The conduct of Mr. Brahe in retiring from his 
position at the depdt before he was rejoined by 
his commander, or relieved from the Darling, 
may be deserving of considerable censure; but 
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wof miB) of opioicm that a respoodbiUty far beyond 
bia aipaoti^ioiBS devolved upon him ; and it must 
be borne in mind that, with the assurance of his 
leader, and bis own conviction that he might each 
day expect to be relieved by Mr. Wright, he still 
held his post for four months and five days ; and 
that only when pressed by the appeals of a 
comrade dckening even to death, as was 8ub> 
sequently proved, his powers of endurance gave 
way, and he retired from the position which 
could alone afford succour to the weary explorers 
should they return by that route. His decision 
was most unfortunate ; but we believe he acted 
from a conscientious desire to discharge his duty, 
and we are confident that the painful reflection 
that twenty-four hours’ further perseverance would 
liave made him the rescuer of the explorers, and 
gained for himself the praise and approbation of all, 
must be of itself an agonizing thought, without 
the addition of censure he might feel himself 
undeserving of.” 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Proceedings in Melbourne — Meeting of the Exploration Committee — 
^ ardy Resolutions — Deimrtiire of Mr. Howitt — Patriotic Effort of Mr. 
Orkney — South Australian Exjx?dition under Mr. M*Kinley — News of 
^^'hite Men and Camels having been seen by Natives in the Interior — 
Certain Intelligence of the fate of the Explorers reaches Melbourne. 

Ix March, 1861, I began, in the absence of all in- 
telligence, to feel some apprehension for my son’s 
safety, and the result of the expedition. On the 
8tb, Professor Neumayer, in reply to a letter from 
me, said ; “ You have asked me about the Exploring 
lOxpcdition, and it is really a difficult matter to 
give a definite answer to the question. I think 
tliat by this time the party must have reached the 
Gulf of Carpentaria, supposing them to have pro- 
ceeded in that direction. In fact, I think they 
may have recrossed already a great part of the 
desert country, if everything went on smoothly 
after leaving Cooper’s Creek. I have a thorough 
confidence in Mr. Wills’s character and energy, and 
I am sure they will never fail. I cannot help re- 
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gretting that the Committee should not have under- 
stood the force of my arguments, when I advised 
them to send the expedition towards the N.W. This 
would very likely have forwarded the task con- 
siderably. My feeling is not very strong as to the 
results we may expect from the present attempt. 
Indeed, as far as science and practical advantages 
are concerned, I look upon the whole as a misteke. 
Mr. Wills is entirely alone ; he has no one to assist 
him in his zeal, and take a part of his onerous 
duties from him. Had he been put in a position to 
make valuable magnetic observations, he would 
have earned the thanks of the scientific world. 
But, under existing circumstances, he can do 
nothing at all for the advancement of this particu- 
lar branch. However, I hope future expeditions 
will afford him an opportunity to fill up that defi- 
ciency, if he should now be successful. The affair 
with Landells was nothing more nor less than what 
I expected and was quite prepared to hear. The 
man was not more qualified for the task he under- 
took than he would have been for any scientific 
position in the expedition. I am confident Mr. 
Wills is all right, and that Mr. Burke and he will 
agree well together.” 

All this was complimentary and gratifying to a 
father’s feelings. Still, as time passed on, fore- 
bodings came upon me that this great expedition, 
jstarting with so much display from Melbourne, 
with a steady, declared, and scientific object, would 
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dwindle down into a flying light corps, making a 
sudden dash across the continent and back again 
with no permanent results. Discharges andaresig^ 
nations had taken place, and no efforts were made 
by the committee to fill up the vacancies. No 
assistant surveyor had been sent to my son, no 
successor appointed to Dr. Beckler. The last- 
named gentleman brought back many of the 
scientific instruments intrusted to his charge, 
alleging that if he had not done so, Mr. Burke, 
who was unscientific and impatient of the time lost 
in making and registering observations, threatened 
to throw them into the next creek. The supine- 
ness of the committee was justly, not too severely 
commented on in the Report of the Royal Commis- 
sion : “ The Exploration Committee, in overlooking 
the importance of the contents of Mr. Burke’s 
despatch from Torowoto, and in not urging Mr. 
Wright’s departure from the Darling, committed 
errors of a serious nature, A means of knowledge 
of tlio delay of the party at Menindie was in pos- 
session of the committee, not indeed by direct 
communication to that effect, but through the 
receipt of letters from Drs, Becker and Beckler, at 
various dates up to the end of November ; — ^without, 
liowever, awakening the committee to a sense of 
the vital importance of Mr. Burke’s request in that 
despatch that he should ‘ be soon followed up ;’ — . 
or to a consideration of the disastrous conse- 
quences which^would be likely to result, and did 

R 



ViforlaiiKlelj reeiilt» from the &tal inactivity and 
idling of Mr. Wright and his party on the 
Darli^.'* 

During the mouth of March, the ^ Argus ’ 
newspaper called attention to the matter, and a 
letter, signed Lockhart Moreton, expressed itself 
thus : “ What has become of the expedition ? Surely 
the committee are not alive to the necessity of 
sending some one up ? Burke has by this time 
crossed the continent, or is lost. What has become 
of Wright ? What is he doing ?” 

Then came a letter from Menindie, expressing 
strong opinions on the state of affairs, but flatter- 
ing to my son. It was evident to me that these 
gentlemen knew or thought more than tliey felt 
disposed to state directly in words. I have already 
mentioned that Mr. Burke, while within the 
districts where newspapers could reach him, hatl 
been harassed, from the time of his appointment, l>y 
remarks in the public prints, evidently proceeding 
from parties and their friends who thought tin- 
honour of leading this grand procession more pro- 
perly belonged to themselves. Being a gentleman 
of senfdtive feelings, these observations touched 
him to the quick. When he was no longer within 
reach, they still continued, but he found defenders 
in the all-powerful ‘ Argus.’ I am sorry to ssiy, 
for tW sake of human nature, that tVierewere stniie 
who went so ^ as to wish no successful result to 
his enterprm 
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Believing and trusting that these remartei of Mr. 
Moreton and others, would stir up the committee 
to take some steps to ascertain if Mr. Wright was 
moving in his duty, I contented myself with 
writing to the Magnetic Observatory, to learn from 
Professor Netimayer what was going on. Ho 
being absent on scientific tours, I received answers 
from his locum tenens, to the effect that within a 
month certain inforumtion was expected. The 
cojiimittee I did not trouble, as their Honorary 
Secretary had deigned no reply- to letters I had 
previously sent. 

In the month of June, unable to bear longer 
.snis[)ense, with a small pack on my shoulders and .a 
stick in my hand, I walked from Ballaarat to Mel- 
bourne, a distance of seventy-five miles, stopping 
for a etmple c)f nights on the way at the house of 
a kind and hospitable friend, Dugald M‘Pher- 
son, Esq,, J.P., at Bungel-Tap. This gentleman has 
built a .snb.stantial mansion there, in the Elizabethan 
.style, likely, from its solidity, to last for centuries, 

I arrived at Melbourne on Saturday, tBe 16th of 
Jtmo, On Monday, the 18th, I called on the Hon. 
David Wilkie, honorary treasurer to the cvmmit- 
tee. I found him issuing circulars for a meeting 
to consider what was to be done. My heart sank 
within mo when I found that no measures whatever 
bad yet been tsdcen. I called on those I knew 
amongst the committee to entreat their attendance. 

1 hastened to Prof^umr Neumayer, with referenoer 

R 2 
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lo Bfr. 'Lockhart’s letter, to ask if it had been 
anranged wifh Mr. Burke that a vessel should bo 
despatched round the coast to the Gulf to meet him 
there. His answer was that a conversation on that 
point bad taken place between Mr. Burke, my son, 
and himself, but that Mr. Burke had enjoined him 
(the professor) not to move in it, for that, if so dis- 
powd, he would himself apply to the committee by 
letter. 

A meeting took place on the evening of the 
18th. The opinions were as numerous as the 
mmnbers in attendance. homirm tot senientim. 

One talked of financial affairs, another of science, 
a third of geography, a fourth of astronomy, and 
BO on, A chapter in the Circumlocution Office 
painfully unfolded itself. Mr, Ligar rather rudely 
asked me what I was in such alana about ; 


observed that “ there was plenty of time ; no news 
was good news ; and I had better go home and 
mind my own husiness.” I felt hurt, naturally 
enough, some of my readers may suppose, and 
replied thkt had I not been convinced somethijig 
was doing, I should scarcely have remained quiet 
at Ballaarat for three months. A gentleman, with 
whom I had no previous acquaintance, seeing niy 
anxiety, and feeling that the emergency called for 
immediate action, appealed to them warmly, and 
the result was a decision, nemne con^radioetUe, 


that it was time to move, if active and tn»tworthy 
agaiEti ipo^ found. I oifered my apices for 
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one, but the meeting adjourned without coming to 
any decision, and was followed hy other indefinite 
meetings and adjournments de dU,in diem. 

On the following' day. Dr. Macadam, Honoraiy 
Secretary, attended (the pr^ of the morning had 
incited movement) and announced the welcome 
intelligence that Mr. A. Howitt was in Melbourne ; 
that he had seen him ; that he was ready to go on 
tlie shortest notice. So far all was^ good. But 
now I saw the full misery and imbecility of leaving 
a large l)ody to decide what should have been 
delegated to a quorum of three at the most. The 
meetings took place regularly, but the same mem- 
bers seldom attended twice. New illusions and 
conceits suggested themselves as often as difierent 
committee-men found it convenient to deliver their 
opinions and vouchsafe their presence. Let me 
here specially except Ferdinand Mueller, M.D. 
and F.R.S., of London, who though a foreigner, 
a Dane by birth, I believe, has won by his talents 
that honourable distinction. His energy in all he 
undertakes is untiring and unsurpassable. On this 
occasion he was ever active and unremitting, while 
his sympathy and kindness to myself have never 
varied from the first day of our acquaintance. The 
Hon. David Wilkie, at whose private house we 
met nightly, deserves the highest credit for expe- 
diting the business, which ended in the despatch of 
the party under Mr. Ho^tt. Mr. H^les also, 
thm Chief Secretary for the Colony, promised 
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aerastatiiee in money, and iWuse of the * Victoria 
steamer, under Captain Norman, to be sent round 
to the Gulf of Gjirpentaria as soon as she could be 
got ready. 

The Melbourne ‘ Argus,’ of June 1 9th, contained 
the following leading article : — “ The public will 
be glad to learn that the Exploration Committee of 
the Royal Society have at length resolved to set 
about partly doing what in April last we urged 
upon them. A small party is to be despatched to 
Cooper’s Creek with means to supply necessaries 
to the Exploring Expedition, and to make all 
possible efforts to ascertain the whereabouts of Mr. 
Burke. It is well this should be done, and that 
quickly, for we some eight months since learned 
that Mr. Burke had provisiops calculated to last 
his party for five months only. But this is not 
all that should be done. When refeiring to this 
subject two months ago, basing our calculations on 
the knowledge we then had — and it has since 
received no increase — we reckoned that Mr. 
Burke, who left Menindie on the 1 9th of October 
last, would reach Cooper’s Creek by the beginning 
of Noyanber, and that if he determine<l u}>oji 
mining for the Gulf of Carpmtaria, he might he 
expected to reach tlie north co»it by about the 
middle of March last. If his provisions enabh*<l 
him to do this, it is unlikely they would sulHoe him 
for a retorn journey southwards, or an expedition 
westirard. We cannot think, then, that a party 
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sent to Cooper’s Oeek should be regjuxled as 
sufficient. Why should not the * Victoria’ be 
utilized ? Were she sent round the west coast to 
the point Mr. Burke might be expected to strike 
— if, instead of bearing north, after reaching the 
centre, he has turned westward, as we anticipated 
he might do — he would possibly be heard of there. 
If not, the ‘ Victoria,’ would be still so far on her 
way to the Gulf of Carpentaria — the only other 
goal he is b'kely to airn^at reaching. Two expedi- 
tions, therefore, should at once be despatched — ^the 
party to Cooper’s Creek, and the colonial steamer 
round the coast. Let it not be said to our disgrace 
that anything has been neglected which money or 
energy could have done to insure the safety of the 
men who have devjoted themselves to a work in 
which the whole civilized world is interested, and 
of which, if now carried on with success, this 
colony will reap all the glory. It is a work which 
all men inust have at heart, whether as lovers of 
their fellow-men, of science, or of their country. 
Ix^t it not 1)6 marred by aught of niggardliness or 
sui)ineness. The work must be well and quickly 
(lone. The progress of Mr. Stuart and of Mr. 
Burke is now watched with the warmest interest 
and sympathy by men of science in Europe. Mr. 
Stuart is well and generously cared for by the 
South Australian Government and people. What 
will be said if Victoria alone, by panomony or 
apathy, allowed her Exploring . Expedi t ion to fail, 
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aia|)% or even death ? 

''As to the men to whom the inland expedition is 
to be intrusted) some conversation took place at the 
recent meeting of the Exploration Committee. Br. 
'WUlSf of Baliaarat) father of Mr. Wills, second in 
oommaud with Mr. Burke, was present, and offered 
to accompany the party. .Professor Neumayer 
suggested a gentleman named Walsh, from bis own 
office, as snitabib for the enterprise ; and Dr. Emb- 
ling, it is rumoured, supports Mr. Landells as a 
fit person for the post of leader. We have notliing 
to say for or against the two former suggestions, 
but this last demands notice. We consider tliat 
Mr.Landells has already shown liimself singularly 
unfitted to fill a post of this kind.” 

Mr. Howitt’s offer did away with the necessity 
for my pressing to go. Although I felt toleraldy 
confident in my own physical powers, I should 
have much regretted had they failed on experiment, 
and thereby retarded rather than aided the object, 
in view. Mr. Walsh went, but was of no B(irvice, 
as he lost the sight of one eye in the first observa- 
tion he attempted to make ; but Mr. Howitt proved 
equal to the emergency and did the work.* 

* A strange incident ocnnected with Mr. Walsh's miafortqno tvas rt;- 
ported abroad, hut I do not Touch for its truth. Wlw.u uihUt surgicsil 
treatment fw his imiiainid vision, it was said that the ojmtors in twi- 
saltation dedded on an experiment to test the powers of the letina to 
recavelighi^ and in so dedng blinded the other eye. Mr. Wakii wuut lo. 
England, having had a sum granted to him by the Victoria govenmieiit. 

• Wlidlw he ItwiMownsd his s^t 1 lutow not. 
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Mr. Hbwitfr being equipped and despatobed^ I 
returned to Ballaarat, somewhat relieved, after my 
fortnight’s anxious labours with the committee; 
but on the evening of Fri^y, the 5th of July, I 
was startled by reading the following statement in 
the ‘ Melbourne Weekly Age *: — 

“TDE NEWS FROM THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

“ The unexpected news of Mr. Burke’s expedi- 
tion of discovery, which we publish this morning, 
is positively disastrous. The entire company of 
explorers has been dissipated i)ut of being, like 
dewdrops before the sun. Some are dead, some 
are on their way back, one has come to Melbourne, 
and another has made his way to Adelaide, whilst 
only four of the whole party have gone forward 
from the depot at Cooper’s Creek upon the main 
journey of the expedition to explore the remote 
interior. The four consist of the two chief officers 
and two men ; namely, Mr. Burke, the leader, and 
Mr. Wills, the surveyor and second in command of 
the party, together with the men King and Gray. 
’J’his devoted little band left Cooper’s Creek for 
the far interior on the 16th of December last, 
more than six months ago, taking with them six 
camels and one horse, and only twelve weeks’ 
provisions. From Mr. Burke’s despatch we learn 
tluit he meant to proceed in the first place to 
Eyre’s Creek ; and from that place he would make 
an effort to explore the oountiy northward in the 
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direotioa of tine Oolf of Carpentaria. Be statei 
also that he meant to return to Cooper’s Creel 
within three months at the farthest ; that is, aboui 
the middle of March. Before starting on tibii 
route he had alseadj tried a passage northward 
between Gregory’s and Stuart’s tracks; but he 
found this passage impracticalble, from want oi 
water. He does not state anything that woulc 
enable us to form an opinion of what his intentionj 
might be after leaving Eyre’s Creek, beyond hij 
saying that he meant to push northwards towards 
the Gulf. Neither does it appear that lie left anj 
instructions or directions upon the matter with 
Mr. Brahe. He merely informed the latter tlial 
he ‘meant to run no risks, and that he would lx 
back within a brief stated period, and that Mr 
Brahe was not to wait for him at the depot beyond 
three months. Mr. Brahe’s statement, in fact, 
throws very little light upon the probabilities ol 
Mr. Burke’s future course, after leaving the dojiot 
at Cooper’s Creek. He accompanied him one 
day’s journey, some twenty miles or so, on his way 
towards the north. But he seems to knoAv very 
little of what Mr, Burke’s ultimate intentions were. 
Perhaps, indeed, Mr. Burke himself had no very 
definite scheme sketched out in his own mind, af' 
to my settled purpose for the future, Ixjyond his- 
ftying to make the best of bisway in the direction 
of the Gulf of Carpentaria. He piolmbly never 
mif(e»tiiaed tiie idea of its being mo&smy to plan 
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out various different alternatives to adopt, in case 
of the failure of any one particular course of pro- 
ceeding. The facility and despatch with which 
he had got over the ground to Cooper s Creek may 
have produced too confideht a state of mind as to 
the futw’e. • And his having learned that Stuart 
had, with only two or three companions, advanced 
within a couple of days’ journey of the northern 
coast, would tend greatly to increase that too con- 
fident tone of mind. Both circumstances were 
likely to produce a feeling, especially in a san- 
guine temperament like Burke’s, that there was no 
need of his arranging beforehand, and leaving 
behind liim, with Mr. Brahe, plans of intended 
procedure on his part, the knowledge of which 
Avould subsequently giv'e a clue to his fate, in case 
of Ills continued absence. He seems not to have 
formed any anticipation of a vessel being sent 
round to meet him on the north coast, according 
to Mr. Brahe’s account. 

“ What tlien did he propose to do, and what is 
likely to have become of him? The fear forces 
itself upon us, that, acting under the influence of 
excessive confidence, arising from the causes 
already referred to, Mr. Burke and his little band 
of three companions went forth towards the north 
ilia state of mind unprepared to meet insurmount- 
able obstacles ; that difficulties, arising chiefly from 
want of water, sprung up in his path, and assumed 
greater nsiaguitude than the previous experieBoe 
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of the expedition could have led them to antfci* 
pate; and that if the little party has not suo- 
combed to these difficulties before now, they are 
to be aovgbt ibr either on the northern eoast, hy 
a vessel to be sent there for that purpose, or in the 
country towards the Gulf of Carpentaria, by an 
overland party despatched in that direction. In> 
deed, both attempts should be made simultaneously, 
and with the least possible delay. The present 
period of the year is most propitious for the inland 
journey, both on account of the abundance of 
water and the moderate temperature incident to 
the winter season. There should not be a moment 
lost, then, in forwarding this portion of the search ; 
and the coasting portion of it should Ije commenced 
as soon after as possible. 

“ The sufferings to which the unhappy men arc 
exposed will be understood from Mr. Wright’s 
report of what befel the painty under his charge. 
They were prostrated by scurvy, as well as l)eing 
additionally enfeebled by the irregular supply of 
water. And at length four of their numW, worn 
out by their sufferings, perished by a wretched, 
lingering death in the wilderness. There is some- 
thing deeply melancholy in such a fact. Poor 
B^kerf He had scarcely the phydque for en- 
countering the toils of such an expedition. How- 
ever, regrets over the .past are vain. What is of 
importance now is to save the remainder of the 
pa:^, if poasible. And perhaps the best way of 
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opening up the search inland would be for tho 
committee to avail themselves of Mr. Howitt’s 
offer to proceed at once, with an enlarged party, 
including Mr. Brahe, to Cooper’s Greek, and thence 
to Eyre’s Creek, and northwards towards the coast, 
should they not previously have encountered Mr. 
Burke and his companions on their return. 

“ It is somewhat disheartening to find that when 
Mr. Wright returned for the last time to the 
Cooper’s Creek depot, namely, so recently as the 
first week in May — that is, five 'months after 
Burke set out on his final excursion— he did not 
think it necessary to make any examination of the 
country, as far at least as Eyre’s Creek. It might 
naturally be supposed that on finding, by exami- 
ning the concealed stores, that Mr. Burke had not 
revisited ihe depot, Mr. Wright would endeavour 
to make some search for him, to the extent of a 
few days’ journey at all events. Before turning 
their back finally upon the soUtude where their 
companions were wandering, one last search might 
have well been made. But perhaps the disabled 
condition of the men, horses, and camels may bo 
hiken to account for this seeming neglect. It may 
not bo too late even now, however, to make amends* 
for this strange oversight, by hastening on Mr. 
Ilowitt’s par^. whole expedition appears to 
have been one prolonged blunder throughout; 
and it is to be hoped that the rescuing party may 
not be inismajKfi^;^ And xeturded in the none way 
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as the unfortunate original expedition was. The 
aanam have made a sad mess of the whole affair ; 
let them, if possible, retrieve themselves in this its 
last sad phase.” 

I returned immediately to Melbourne, and found 
the committee in emmcst at last, the Government 
aiding them in every possible way. Mr. Heales 
offered all the assistance he could give. The 
‘Victoria,’ which I thought had been made ready, 
was now put under immediate repair. Proceedings 
were reported’in the ‘ Herald ’ as follows : 

“The adjourned meeting of the Exploration 
Committee was held yesterday afternoon, in the 
Hall of the Royal Society, Victoria Street. Dr. 
Mueller occupied the chair, in the unavoidable 
absence of Sir William Stawell. 

“ The minutes of the previous meeting verc read 
and confirmed, 

“The Chairman said the hon. treasurer wf)uld 
lay before the committee the result of tlie inter- 
view the deputation had the honour to liold with 
the Chief Secretary that day. Unfortunately they 
had not had the advantage of Dr. Macadam’s 
assistance, but he was glad that gentleman wu.m 
now present, and that they had one member of the 
Glovemment. 

“The Hon. Dr. Wilkie, M.L.C., said that Dr. 
liliidler, himself,- and Dr. Wills, father of Mr. 

a Miember of the expedition, waited on the 
Cbl^ fi^seretaiy and csommunimted to Mm the 
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resolution passed by the Exploration Committee, 
strongly recommending the Government to give 
the ‘ Victoria ’ steamer for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding to the Gulf of Carpentaria in aid of 
Mr. Burke’s party. He might state that the 
deputation entered fully into the whole question, 
and that the Chief Secretary very cordially pro- 
mised that the ‘ V ictoria ’ should be given, and 
that at the same time he (the Chief Secretary) said 
it was the desire of the Government to promote 
the wishes of the Exploration Committee, as far 
as jjossible, in rendering assistance to Mr. Burke. 
Further discussion took place with reference to 
other matters, Avhich would immediately come 
under the consideration of the committee ; — as to 
tlio sending a land party from Rockhampton; and 
the Government had promised every possible 
assi.stancc that they could render.” 

Mr. Ilowitt, who returned the next day, was 
soon despatclied again with increased means, to 
follow u]) his work in aid. A communication was 
immediately opened with the Queensland Govern- 
ment on the N.E. to get up an expedition under 
some competent person, but at the charge of 
\' ictoria ; and Mr. Walker, who had already ao 
quii-ed note as a loader of a party of native police, 
was proposed for the command. Captain Norman 
witili the ‘ Victoria ’ steamer was to start as soon 
as possible, coasting round to the Gulf, taking 
with him a ffindU tender ; whilst Walker, or who- 
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ever ought he appointed in Queensland, should 
proceed north, overland. Nothing further could 
he done in Melbourne by the committee or Govern- 
ment ; but I have now to narrate a noble act on 
the part of a private individual. 

James Orkney, Esq., M.L.A. for West Mel- 
bourne, liad a small steamer of sixteen tons, built 
by himself from a model of the ‘ Great Eastern,’ 
which was quite ready for sea ; and having also a 
captain willing to embark in her, he undertook to 
send her round to the Gulf of Carpentaria at his 
own charge. The adventurous gentleman who 
offered his services was no less a personage than 
Wyse, the skipper of Lord Dufferin’s yacht on his 
celebrated voyage to the North Seas, which his 
lordship has commemmorated in his delightful 
little book entitled, ‘ Letters from High Latitudes/ 
The ‘Sir Charles Hotham,’ for so the little craft 
was called, was intended to precede Captain 
Norman, as the ‘Victoria’ would take at least a 
fortnight in equipping. She was cxj)ccted, IVom 
her light draught of water, to render mtich aid in 
exploring the rivers and steaming against currents. 
She left on the 6th of July, towed out of Hudst>n’s 
Bay by the ‘ Sydney ’ steamer. The weather Ik> 
came stormy, and the steamer was compelled to cut 
her adrift during the night. Ijcft to herself and her 
gallant captain, with a crew of two men only, she 
msda bar way to Sydney, During this rime the 
OQSril was visits by severe gales, mid much imxlety 
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was felt for the *Sir Oharles Hotham. The 
agents of the Sydney steamer regretted that they 
had not heard of the proposed arrangement a few 
hours earlier, as they would readil/hare taken 
her on deck. But they did all that was in their 
power. 

Mr. .Orkney soon received the pleasing intelli- 
gence that his little craft was safe in Sydney 
Harbour, but requiring some repairs. These were 
completed with as much speed as possible, Mr. 
Orkney bearing every expense, including that of 
tlie telegrams, which was considerable. A^in the 
miniature steamer proceeded from Sydney, north- 
Avard ; but after some progress, Wyse, steering her 
into shallow water, near shore, to anchor for the 
night, ran her on the peak of the anchor, which 
made a hole in her bottom, and quite incapacitated 
her from further sorArice. Thus Mr. Orkney lost 
the hope he entertained and the satisfaction he 
Avould have enjoyed, of being serviceable to the 
lost explorers; but the credit due to. him is far 
from being diminished by h» want of success, and 
the patriotic effort deserve to be recorded to his 
eternal honour. Through this incident I made his 
acquaintance, and eVer since we have been, and 1 
hope shall continue to throere friends. 

My anxiety ilhr my iNlbty interfered Vrkh 
my attention p3rofeed<mal avocations. 

1 acoordiagly lift BaSaara^ ftir a time, imd con- 
tinued fb tiitis^ nhoot to hoti^I 

8 
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oonld render myself useful in the great object of 
my Ihoughts. At first 1 inclined to go round to 
the Gulf with Captain Norman, and obtained per* . 
mission to d<f so, when an announcement reached 
Melbourne by telegram to the effect that the South 
Australian Government had decided on sending 
an Expedition from that quarter, and asking for 
the loan of some camels, with the use of the two 
that had strayed in that direction, and had been 
brought down to Adelaide from Dr. Brown’s 
station. These turned out to be two of the three 
that my son had lost when out on an excursion 
from Cooper’s Creek, the circumstances of which 
have been already mentioned. Mr. M‘Kinlay was 
at that time in Melbourne. He immediately 
started by the ‘Havelock’ steamer to offer his 
services as leader of the party. I sent a letter to 
Sir Bichard McDonnel, the Governor, by him, 
proposing to accompany them as surgeon, and to 
assist as guide. I received a reply by telegram ask- 
ing if I would put myself under Mr. M‘Kinlay, 
and also requesting from the Government some 
additional camels.’ I obtained permission from 
Mr. Beales to have those that might be useful, and 
in three days stmrted in the ‘Oscar’ (since lost) 
with the <;amel 0 , 

On ivriving in Adelaide, 1 found that ^ Soutli 
Bipeditien was ipitrueted pieeed, 
ia liptenee^: ^ ■ Chvel;' 

iasp/L':- ... % w Y w' ' ' ' ' ' ' . ' 
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mistaken direction, as Howitt would be there be- 
fore us, and the north and east search being amply 
provided for, it appeared profitless. The CKivem- 
ment also proposed a surveying tour on their own 
account, in conjunction with the search for the 
missing explorers. These plans not exactly fitlling 
in with my view of the business, I gave up my in- 
tention of forming one of the party. Mr. M*Kinlay 
was a fine fellow, well adapted to the work ; his 
companions strong and lively, and of a proper age, 
neither too old nor too young. Having seen him 
off*, I determined to remain for a time in Adelaide, 
a delightful place, where I found some of the 
kindest and most agreeable acquaintances I have 
over had the good fortune to meet with. 

The ‘ South Australian Register,’ of the 24th of 
August, 1861, gave the following summary of the 
measures in progress : — 

“ Our readers will perhaps be surprised to learn 
that a new exploring expedition has just been sent 
to the northern interior. To explore is clearly 
one of the missions of South Australia ; but this 
time the object is less one of curiosity than 
humanity. With Mr. and his party still 

engaged in the work df opening a route to the 
K.W. coast, no one would haVe thought it desin* 
able, undtr ordinary to undertake 

freth Oxpldlulio^ Bob’Ihe Wh^e ^0^^ been 
mo^^ by which hangs over 

the 

8 2 
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with Ihree men, left Cooper’s Creek at the begin- 
ning of the year, having only a few months’ pro- 
visions with him. They have not been heard of 
since, and there is not much hope entertained of 
their safety. But all that can be done to assist 
them or to ascertain their fate is being done. The 
three adjacent provinces have sent in search of the 
lost explorers, and this colony has also despatched 
its expedition for the same good purpose. Mr. 
H'Kinlay, an experienced bushman, has left 
Adelaide upon this chivalric task, taking with 
him six men, twenty-four horses, and four camels. 
His first duty is to seek for Burke, and in the next 
place to obtain a knowledge of unexplored country 
in tiie north.” 

After general instructions, Mr. M'Kinlay’s duties 
were more specifically defined. 

“You will in all matters keep the following 
ol^eds in full view : — 

“ Firstly. The relief of the expedition under the 
command of Mr. Burke, or the acquiring a know- 
ledge its &te. This is the great object of tiie 
expedition under your oconmand. 

“ When you may have ac<^plished the fore- 
going, or may have deemed it necemary to abandon 
the search for Mr. Burke, then, 

“ Secondly. The acqnimng a knowledge of the 
TOuntry between Eyre’s Creek and Mount 

Stnnri, 

The acqulm% a knowledge of the 
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weBtem shores of Lake Eyre. A separate letter 
of instructions is given to you and the particular 
matters to which you will direct your attention in 
this locality.” 

I had been in Adelaide nearly a month when x 
was startled by the following note, from Major 
Egerton Warburton : — 

** September 19th. 

“ My dear Sib, 

“ Would you kindly call in at my oflSce ? I 
have important news which must interest you. 

** Yours very truly, 

“ J. Egerton Warburton.” 

I hiistencd to him, and asked, almost breathlessly, 
“ What news — good or bad ?” He replied, “ Not 
so bad and then gave me the information which 
was made known in the House of Assembly that 
night, and embodied in the * Adelaide Advertiser,* 
the next day, to the following effect : — 

“On Thursday morning, considerable interest 
was excited in Adelaide 1^ a rumour to tiie efieot 
that intelligence from the interior had been re- 
ceived of Burke’s party. We lost no tune in in- 
stituting inqmry, and found titat the’report was 
certainly not unfoundied. It vm stated that a 
polioe troo^r in the 1^ down infoiv 
mation, derived^^^^i^^ a bla^dlF tiiat at a long 
distance b^yphd the jettled distrmts some white 
inen w^ had obtained 
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portaon of theur hair. The white men wei® 
^MOTbed as being entirely ns^ed, and as living 
npon a raft on a lak^ snpporting ^emselves by 
catching fish : that they had no firearms nor horses, 
bnt some great animals^ which, from the description 
given by the native, were evidently camels. There 
conld, therefore, be but little doubt as to this being 
Burke’s pariy, or a portion of it ; and as soon as it 
was ascerti^ed that the rumour had some tangible 
kind of foundation, public curiosily fi>r fuller and 
more authentic details speedily rose very high. 
On the ass^bling of Parliament, the Commissioner 
of Crown Lwds, desirous of allaying the anxiety of 
the public, read from his place the letter brought 
by the native, of which the following is a copy : — 

* " Wirrilpa, September 12, 1861. 

" Sir, 

“ I have the honour to forward the following 
particulars gathered from the blacks, seeming to 
refer to Mr. Burke and party. A black fellow 
called Sambo, who has lately come in from Lake 
Hope, brought with him the hair of two white 
men, which he showed, to the cook and stockman 
at Tooncatohin. Ha says it was given to him by 
other blackiE^ who told him that tikre were white 
men living much farther ont than wiuoe he had 
been. Jam^ oncf Mr. 

ttien,'k^ imhbeiij^' dn:'il6.'.^h;jmflt^ 
to get the hair from hiih. Hh h^ 
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given it aw»y to other bkdosL James promised 
him tobacco for it, and he has promised to get it 
again. Sambo sajs that the white men are naked, 
have no firearms or horses,- but animals which 
from his description are evidently camels; that 
they sleep on a raft, which they build on the 
water. They live on fish which they catch with 
nets made with grass. Sambo says that the other 
blacks had told him that the white mm arrived 
there this winter. According to Sambo, the people 
are twenty sleeps from Tooncatchin, by way of 
Lake Hope Creek: I do not think that these 
sleeps on the average exceed ten miles, so it is 
probable that they are on or near Cooper’s Creek. 
Sambo is quite willing to go out all the way with 
a party of white men. He also says that the 
blacks on Lake Hope Creek are afraid of these 
white men. I received the above information 
from Mr. H. Butler, Frank James, and Cleland, 
on my arrival at Blanche on the 8th inst. Know- 
ing that Mr. M'Kinlay and party were on their 
way, I accordingly left Blanche op the 9th, and 
I met Mr. M‘Kinlay and party to4ay on Band- 
noota Plain, 145 mUes sotiili of Bltmehe, when I 
put that genUmnan in poseess^n of the above pMii- 
culars. , 

**thipreAa 
** laiGii 

"To QootgeHitttittaii, 

InipoobMrofPolioe.'’ 
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general tenor of Hie letter be inoEiies to 
Hie <qilnlon that the white men are on some of Hie 
]iewly>d£Mxr^ered watme between Cooper’s Greek 
and Byre’s Greek ; and if this is predseljin the 
direoHon Hiat Mr. M*Kin]a7 wcmld, according to 
his instmetions, have taken. Bat the most grati* 
fying porticm of Hie whole statement is that which 
assores ns of Mr. M^Einlay being !plaoed in posses- 
don of the whole of the drcomstanoes of the case ; 
and conddcnring the datb when the information was 
given him, there is litHe doubt but that Mr. 
M'Eonlaj, as Hie reader’s eye rests on these words, 
is on the qwi indicated by the black ; and should 
this prove to be correct, and the party be saved, 
South Australia will have, in the cause of humanity, 
reason to rejoice that the Parliament took such 
prompt and vigorous measures to send out Hie 
relief expedition. The Oommisdoner of Crown 
Lands telegraphed to Melbourne, without delay, Hio 
tmbstanoe of Hie trooper’s letter ; but it is not likely ' 
Hiat any practiusal use could be made of it there, 
though it would revive the hopes of many of Hio 
Mends of Btnke and his party.. If Hie white men 
^ken of m the lettm' are wdiere Mr. Goyder 
imsgines them to be^ it is not very Ukely thdi M 
Howitfs relief pafty ^uld Mid Huem ; so that it 
BMiy, after idl, be ^edesHBy of South Australiw^i^^ 
only to find men to; moss Hie Austra&m ocmHiieeit, 
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but to relieve and restore other e^^lorers t?1io have 
foiled in that hazardous attempt. 

“ Mr. Burke’s party consists of himself as leader^ 
Mr. Wills, astronomer and surveyor, and 'who is 
second in command, — two men, siz camels, and one 
horse. Dr. Wills, who is now in Adelaide, having 
come round from Melbomme widi the additional 
camels, says that the two camels which a short 
time since made their way into this colony ovei> 
land, and were brought to town from Truro, were 
two out of the three that belonged to his son, and 
that they were allowed to stray, by a man left in 
charge of them whilst Mr. Wills was engaged in 
some astronomical pursuits. The man left the 
camels to make some tea, and, on his return, the 
animals had disappeared. Two of them, as already 
stated, have been recovered, but no tidings have 
been received of the third, unless it be the one 
recently said to have arrived at Fort Bourke. We 
hope we shall soon have frirther information, 'not 
only respecting Burke and hfo party, but also of 
Stuart, the time of whcMse antmipated return now 
draws on rapidly. 

“***We had scarcely written the above lines 
when we received a private telegram, informing 
us that Mr. Stuart was on his tvay to Adelaide.” 

This intdligmice raised my unking hopes to a 
high pitch. I Mt ccmvizic^ that this , was the 
missing party. The black, felbw bad j^eecribed the 
animals, which the natives calfod ^gobble gobble*'' 
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firom ili» iM^ ibej nttde in their throats. Mr. 
M^Einlaj put little faith in the stoij ; and 1 wae 
Tecred to Imur by the next report from him that he 
was not hastening to the rescne. But it would then 
have been too late. The white men alluded to 
were, unquestionably, Burke, my son, and King, 
with exa^eratiKm as to thdr being without clothes, 
and liring on a raft. 

Shortly after this I retnmed to Melbourne, and 
in another wet^ the sad catastrophe became public 
beyond all further doubt.' The intelligence bad 
reached Melbourne on a Saturday night. I was 
staying at that time at the house of my kind friend 
Mr. Orkney. He had gone to the opera with Mrs. 
Orkney and another lady, and came home about 
ludf'past ten. 1 was surprised at their early return, 
and thought something unpleasant m\ist have hap- 
pened. A servant came to say that he wished to 
speak with me privately, and then I received the 
terrible communication which had been announced 
at the theatre during an interval between the acts. 
As soon as I had sufSciently reoovm*ed the diock, 
we proceeded in a car to the residenw of l>r. 
Wilkb, the treasurer of the Committee. He had 
^heard a report^ but was rathw iacreduloufi, as no- 
thing ofiSdal had reached the OoniBtittee. At tbia 
moment, Dr. Macadam, the Honomy Seeretary, 
cm$ in, Se was par^y bewiMeiH believed 
an# had received no tdl^ruii, ^ 
said when were you at your own bouse httt f ’ 
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“ At seven o’clock,” was the reply. “ Good God !” 
I exclaimed, “jump into the car.” We proceeded 
to his house, and there indeed was the telegram, 
which had been waiting for- him some hours. 

The next morning, Sunday, November the 3rd, 
Brahe arrived at an early hour at the Spencer- 
street Station, having been sent in Mr. Howitt 
with the journals and letters dug up in the cache 
at Cooper’s Greek. I was anxiously waiting his 
arrival. Dr. Macadam was also there, and appeared 
confused, as if he hand been up all n^ht. He 
insisted on draggii^ me on to the Governor’s 
house, four miles from Melbourne, Heaven only 
knows with what object. With some difficulty I 
obtained from him possession of the bundle of 
papers, and deposited them for safely in the handsi 
of Dr. Wilkie. I have nothing more to say of 
Dr. Macadam, except that I onoerely trust it may 
never be my fortune to come in contact with 
him again, in any official business whatever. He 
is a man of unbounded confidence in Mb own 
powers, ready to undertake many things at the 
s^e time *, and would not, I eospect, fiamk from 
including the honorary govemorelupof the.oolcny^ 
if the wisdom of saperror B&thority were to pla^ 
it at his disposal. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Hie attempt to reach South Australia and Adelaide by Mount Hopeless 
-^Mistake of sdccting that Route— Mr. Wills's Journals from the 
23rd of April to the 23th of June, 1861— ’Adventnres with the 
Natives — ^Discovery of Naidoo as a Substitute for Food — Mr. Bnrbe 
aiid*Riiig go in seardi of Natives as a last resource — Mr. Wills leR 
alone in the Desert — last £n^ in his Journal. 

On the morning of Thursday, the 23rd of April, 
1861, Mr. Burke, my son, and King, being 
refreahed and strengthened by the provisions they 
found at Cooper’s Greek, again resumed their 
jonm^ homewards. It was an unfortunate re- 
solve of Borke’Sy to select the route to the Adelaide 
district Mount Hopeless, instead of returning 
the Darling. King says, “Mr. Wills and. I 
were of opinion that to follow Brahe was the 
best mode proceeding ; but Mr. Burke had 
heard it stated positively at the meeting of tiie 
Royal Booiefy, that there were .South Australian 
settiem within one hundred miles of Cooper’s 
Cicei! lu the direetioa he proposed to take f and 
by this very questionable assertion, witimot-ievi- 
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denoe, his mind was biassed. There was, in &ct, 
nothing to recommend the rente by Mount 
Hopeless, while everything was in favour of 
that by the Darling. Blanche Water, the nearest 
police>8tation on the Adelaide line, was distant 
between four and five hundred miles. The one 
road they knew nothing o^ the other wiw familiar 
to them. The camels, too, would have plucked up 
spirit on returning after the others on the old 
track. It is true that Brahe's fulse statement of 
the condition of his party held out no encourage- 
ment that they might be able to overtake him ; 
biit there was a chance that a new party might 
even then be coming up, or that the laggard 
Wright would be on the advance at last, as 
proved to be the iEact. A Melbourne paper, 
commenting on these points, had the following 
remarks, which were as just as they were doubly 
painful, being delivered after the event. 

** Wills and King it appears were desirous of 
following their track out from Menindie, which 
would unquestionably have been the wiser course ; 
but Mr. Burke preferred striking for the South 
Australian stations, some of which, he had been 
informed by the Royal Gomnuttee of Exploration, 
were only one hundred and fifty miles from Cooper’s 
Greek. It was a most unfortunate and fatal 
matter for Mr. Burke that these Royal people 
had anything whatever to do with his move- 
mmts. 
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** He made two attempts to strike in the direction 
in wbiob they had assured him he would easily 
reach a settled district, and twice was he driven 
hack for want of water. It was a fatal mistake 
on his put to follow the suggestion of these 
ready advisers. The practical impressions of 
Wills or .King were worth a world of theoretical 
conjectures and philosophic presumption. But 
it seems to have been decreed that Burke should 
have favoured the former instead of the latter; 
the consequences of which were that himself and 
poor Wills were to perish miserably.” 

Much as I approve of and admire my son’s 
steady obedience to his leader, I cannot but regret 
and wonder that in this particular instance he 
was not more resolute in remonstrance. It bears 
out what I said to Mr. Burke on taking leave of 
him ; “ If you ask his advice, take it ; but he will 
never offer it ; and should he see you going to de- 
struction, he will follow you without a murmur.” ■ 
The party, before they left Cooper’s Creek, 
buried my son’s journals in the cadie, with the 
sulgoined note from Mr. Burke, which were 
dug out and brought up by Brahe. 

“ D^t No. 2, Cooper’s Creek Camp 66. 

The return party from Oarpentsria, conststiag 
of mypelfi Wilh^ and King (Gray dead), arrived 
heqna.kui fr^hh and frond the depbt party 
had cmly started on the same day. We praeeed 
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an’ 


on, to-morrow, slowly down the creek towards 

Adelaide by Mount Hopeless, and shall endeavour 

to follow Gregory's track ; but we are very weak. 

The two camels are done up, and we shall not 

be able to travel faster than four or five miles a 

0 

day. Gray died on the road, from exhaustion 
and fatigue. We have all suffered much from him- 
ger. The provisions left here will, I think, restore 
our strength. We have discovered a practicable 
route to Carpentarln, the chief position of which 
lies in the 140° of hW longitude. There is some 
good country between this ahd the Stony Desert. 
From thence to the tropics th% land is dry and 
stony. Between the Carpentaria a considerable 
portion is rangy, but well watered and richly 
grassed. We reached the shores of Carpentarii^ 
on the 11th of February, 1861. Greatly disap- 
pointed at finding the party here gone. 

(Signed) “ Bobert O’Hara Burke, Leader. 

« April 22, 18G1. 

“ P.S. The camels cannot travel, and we cannot 
walk, or we should follow the other party. We 
shall move very slowly down the creek.^ 

My son’s journal is how written in a more 
complete andconseimiivefbihi. He instru- 
ments for observatiott or time 

mid mind were conoentrated on tho one' employ- 
ment. 
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ApBIIj, 1861. — JOUBKAL OF TbIP FROM GoOPEB'S 
Greek towards Adelaide. 

** The advance party of the Y.E.£!., consisting of 
BbzIcO^ Wi]]S| and Kii^ (Gray being dead), hav- 
ing retnrhed firom Carpentaria, on the 2lBt April, 
1861, in an eEhansted and weak state, and finding 
that the dep6t party left at Cooper’s Greek had 
started for the Darling with their horses and 
camels fresh and in good (j|pditioD, deemed it 
nseless to attempt to overtake them, having only 
two camels, both done up, and being so weak 
themselves as to Hbe unable to walk more than 
four or five miles a day. Finding also that the 
provisions left at the dep6t for them would 
scarcely take ihmu to Menindie, they started down 
Cooper’s Creek for Ad^de, viA Mount Hopeless, 
on the morning of 23id April, 1861, intending to 
follow as nea^ as possible, the route taken by 
Gregory. By so doing they hoped to be able to 
recruit themSelvias and the camels whilst saunter- 
% cnaek^ an^ to have sufficient 
prov|ifip|||^ to hiW them cos^lhriahly, or at least 

fta%i ht Sou& Amixalia. 

<*Th^ p^ll^pinspt fitmihihi of the foUowiug 

201b.; 

9 ^ with 
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“ From Dej)6t. 

“ Tuesday, T^rd April, 1861. — ^Having collected 
together all the odds and ends that seemed likely 
to be of use to us, in addition to provisions left in 
tlie plant, we started at 9*15 a.m., keeping down 
the southern bank of the creek ; we only went 
about five miles, and camped at 11'30 on a billi- 
bong, where the feed was pretty good. We find 
the change of diet already making a great im- 
j)rovement in our spirits and strength. The 
weather is delightful, days agreeably warm, but 
the niglits very chilly. The latter is more notice- 
able from our deficiency in clothing, the depot 
party having taken all the reserve things back 
with them to the Darling. — To Camp No. 1. 

From Camp No, 1. 

“ Wednesday, 24tA April, 1861. — As we were 
about to start this morning, some blacks came by, 
from whom wo were fortunate enough to get 
aliotit twelve pounds of fish for a few pieces of 
straps and some matches, &c. This is a great treat 
for us, as well as a valuable addition to our rations. 
We started at 8‘16 P.M., on our way down the 
creek, the blacks going in the opposite direction, 
little thinking that in a few miles they might be 
able to get lots of pieces for nothing, better than 
those they had obtained from us. — To Gamp 
No. 2. 

T 
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“From Camp No. 2. 

** Thursday^ 2bth AprU^ 1861. — Awoke at five 
o’dock after a most refreshing night’s rest — the 
sky was beautifully clear, and the air rather chilly 
— ^the terrestrial radiation seems to have been 
considerable, and a slight dew had fallen. We 
had scarcely finished breakfast, when our friends 
the blacks, from whom we obtained the fish, made 
their appearance with a few more, and seemed 
inclined to go with us and keep up the supply. 
We gave them some sugar, with which they were 
greatly pleased — they are by far tlie most well- 
behaved blacks we have seen on Cooper’s Creek. 
We did not get away from the camp until 9-30 a.m., 
continiung our course down the most southern 
branch of the creek which keeps a general soutli- 
west course. We passed across the stony point 
which abuts on one of the largest water holes in 
the creek, and camped at 12‘30 about a mile behju' 
the most dangerous part of the rocky path. 
this latter place we had an accident that miuht 
have resulted badly for us : one of the wimels fell 
while crossing the w'orst part, but we fortunately 
got him put with only a few cuts and bruises. ’I'e 
Camp No 3. — The waterholo at this camp is u 
very fime one, being several miles hmg, and on an 
average about — chains broad. The water-low 1 
Rre numerous, but rather shy, not nearly so much 
so, however, as those on the creeks between here 
and Carpentaria; and I am convinced that the 
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shyness of the latter, which was also remarked hy 
Sturt on his trip to Eyre’s Creek, arises entirely 
from the scarcity of animals, both human and 
otherwise, and not from any peculiar mode of 
catching them that the blacks may have. 

“ From Camp No. 3. 

Friday, 26^4 April, 1861. — ^Last night was 
beautifully calm and comparatively warm, although 
the sky was very clear. We loaded the camels 
by moonlight this morning, and started at a 
quarter to six : striking off to the south of the 
creek, we soon got on a native path which leaves 
the creek just below the stony ground and takes a 
course nearly west across a piece of open country, 
bounded on the south by sand ridges and on the 
norlli by the scrub by gi'ound which flanks the 
bank of the creek at this part of its course. 
Leaving the path on our right at a distance of three 
miles, we turned up a small creek, which passes 
down l>etween some sandhills, and finding a nice 
patch of feed for the camels at a waterhole, wo 
halted at 7*15 for breakfast. We started again at 
9*r)0 continuing our westerly course along the 
path : wo crossed |ip the south of the watercourse 
alH)ve the water, and proceeded over the most 
splendid salt^bush country that one could wish to 
see, bounded on the Mt by sandhills, whilst to the 
righi the peculiar-looking fiat-topped sandstone 
ranges fonn an extemdve amphitheatre, through 

X 2 
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the far ode of the arena of which may he traced 
the dark line of creek timber. At twelve o’clock 
we camped in the bed of the creek at camp No. — , 
OUT last camp on the road down from the Gulf, 
having taken four days to do what we then did 
in one. This comparative rest and the change in 
diet have also worked wonders, however ; the leg- 
tied feeling is now entirely gone, and I believe 
that in less than a week we shall he fit to undergo 
any fatigue whatever. The camels are improving, 
and seem capable of doing all that we are likely 
to require of them. — To Camp No. 4. 

From Camp No. 4. 

“Saturday, 21th April, 1861. — First part of 
night clear, with a light breeze from soutli. 
Temperature at midnight 10° (Reaumur), Towarils 
morning there were a few cir. cum. clouds {tassing 
over N.E. to S.W., but these disappeared befon; 
daylight. At five a,m. the temperature was l''C 
(Reaumur). We started at six o’clock, and follow- 
ing the native path, which at about a mile from 
our camp takes a southerly direction, vfc soon 
came to the high sandy alluvial deposit whicli 
separates the creek at this point from the stony 
rises. Here we struck off from the path, keeping 
well to the south of the creek, in order that we 
might mess in a branch of it that took a southerly 
direction. At 9*20 we came in on the creek again 
where it runs due south, and halted for breakfast 
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ut a fine waterhole with fine fresh feed for the 
camels. Here we remained until noon, when we 
moved on again, and camped at one o’clock on 
a general course, having been throughout the 
morning S.W, eight miles. The weatker is most 
agreeable and pleasant ; nothing could be more 
iavourable for us up to the present time. The 
temperature in the shade at 10*30 a.m. was 17*5® 
(Reaumur), with a light breeze from south and a 
few small cir. cum. clouds towards the north. I 
greatly feel the want of more instruments, the 
only things I have left being my watch, prism 
compass, pocket compass, and one thermometer 
(Rt'auhiur). — To Camp No. 5. 

“ From Camp No. 5. 

Sundivj, 2Sfk April, 1801. — Morning fine and 
calm, but rather chilly. Started at 4*45 a.m., 
I’ollowing down the bed of a creek in a westerly 
dji'<’ction by moonlight. Our stage was, however, 
very short for about a mile — one of the camels 
(Tjauda) got bogged by the side of a waterhole, 
a?id although we tried every means in our power, 
wc found it impossible to get him out. All the 
ground beneath the surface was a bottomless 
(piicksand, through which Jhe beast sank too 
rapidly for us to got bushes* of timber fairly be- 
neath him ; and being of a very sluggish stupid 
nature he could never be got to make suflSciently 
strenuous efforts towards extrioatihg -himself. In 
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ibe eYening, as a last cbance, uve let the water in 
from the creek, so as to buoy him up and at the 
flame time soften the ground about his legs ; but 
it was of no avail. The brute lay quietly in it, as 
if he quite enjoyed his position. — To Camp No. 6. 

“ Camp No. 6. 

Monday^ 29th Aprils 1861. — Finding Landa 
still in the hole, we made a few attempts at ex- 
tricating him, and then shot him, and after break- 
fast commenced cutting off what flesh we could 
get at for jerking. 

“Tuesday, 30<A April, 1861. — Remained here 
to-day for the purpose of drying the meat, for 
which process the weather is not very favourable. 
[Meteorological note follows.] 

“ From Camp No. 6. 

“ Wednesday, 1st May, 1861. — Started at 8 •40, 
having loaded our only camel. Rajah, with the 
most necessary and useful articles, and packed u[) 
a small swag each, of bedding and clothing for our 
own shoulders. We kept on the rigid hank of 
the creek for about a mile, and then crossed over 
at a native camp to the left, where we got on a 
path running due M^est, the creek having turned 
to the north. Following the path we crossed an 
open plain, and then some sand ridges, whence wo 
saw the creek straight ahead of us running nearly 
south again : the path took us to the southmmmost 
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point of the bend in a distance of about two and 
a-half miles from where we had crossed the creek, 
thereby saving us from three to four miles, as it 
cannot be less than six miles round by the creek. 
*— To Camp No. 7. 

“ From Camp No. 7. 

“ Thursday, 2nd May, 1861. — Breakfasted by 
moonlight and started at 6‘30. Following down 
the left bank of the creek in a westerly direction, 
we came at a distance of six miles on a lot of 
natives who were camped on the bed of a creek, 
'I’liey seemed to have just breakfasted, and were 
most liberal in their presentations offish and cake. 
IVe could only return the compliment by some fish- 
hooks and sugar. About a mile further on we came 
to a sc])aration of the creek, where what looked 
like the main branch, turned towards the south. 
This channel we followed, not however without 
some misgivings as to its character, which were 
soon increased by the small and unfavourable ap- 
j>earance that the creek assumed. On our continu- 
ing along it a little further it began to improve and 
widened out with fine waterholes of considerable 
depth. The banks were very steep, and a belt of 
scrub lined it on either side. This made it very in- 
convenient for travelling, especially as the bed of the 
creek was full of water for a considerable distance. 
At eleven A.M., we halted, until 1’30 P.M., and then 
moved on again taking a B.S.W. course for about 
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Iwo miles, when at the end of a very long waterholo 
it breaks into hillibongs, which continue splitting 
into sandy fituHrnftla until they are all lost in the 
em^y soil of a box forest. Seeing little chance 
of water ahead, we turned back to the end of the 
long waterhole and camped for the night. On 
our way back, Bajah showed signs of being done 
up. He had been trembling greatly all the morn- 
ing. On this account his load was further light- 
ened to the ‘amount of a few pounds by the doing 
away with the sugar, ginger, tea, cocoa, and two 
or three tin plates. — To Camp No. 8. 

^ From Camp No. 8. 

“ Friday^ Zrd May, 1861. — Started at seven a.m., 
striking off in a nortlierly direction for the main 
creek. At a mile and a-half came to a In am h 
which — [Left unfinished]. — To Camp No. 9. 

“Junction, — From Camp No. 9. 

“ Saturday, 4th May, 1861. — Niglit and morning 
very cold. Sky clear, almost calm, occasionally a 
light breath of air from south. Bajah appears to 
feel the cold very much. He was so stiff this 
morning as to be scarcely able to get up with his 
load. Started to return down the creek at 
6*46, and halted for breakfast at 9 a.m., at 
the same spot as we breakfasted at yesterday. 
Proceeding from there down the creek we soon 
found a repetition of the features that were ex- 
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hibited by the creek examined on Thursday. At 
a mile and a-half we came to the last waterhole, 
and below that the channel hecamei more sandy 
and shallow, and continued to send off billibongs 
to the south and west, slightly changing its course 
each time until it disappeared altogether in a 
north-westerly direction. Leaving King with the 
camel, we went on a mile or two to see if we could 
find water ; and being unsuccessful we were obliged 
to return to where we had breakfasted as being the 
best place for feed and water. — To Camp No. 10. 

Sunday y 5tk3fay, 1861. — Started by myself, to 
reconnoitre the country in a southerly direction, 
leaving Mr, Burke and King with the camel at 
Camp No. 10. Travelled S.W. by S. for two 
hours, following the course of the most southerly 
billibongs; found the earthy soil becoming more 
loose and cracked up, and the box track gradually 
disjippearing. Changed course to west for a high 
sand ridge, which I reached in one hour and a half, 
and continuing in the same direction to one still 
liigher, obtained from it a good view of the sur- 
rounding country. To the north were the ex- 
tensive box forests bounding the creek on either 
side. To the east earthy plains intersected by 
watercourses and lines of timber, and bounded in 
the distance by sand ridges. To the south the 
projection of the sahd ridge pai^tially intercepted 
the view ; the rest was composed of earthy plains, 
apparently clothed. with ohrysanthemiuns. To the 
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westward another but smaller plain was bounded 
also by high sand ridges running nearly parallel 
with the one on which I was standing. This 
dreary prospect o£fering no encouragement to 
proceed, I returned to Camp 10 by a more direct 
and bettCT route than I had come, passing over 
some good salt-bush land which borders on the 
billibongs to the westward. — pBlere follow some 
meteorological notes.] 

“ From Cavip No. 10 back to No. 9. 

** Monday, 6th May, 1861. — Moved up the creek 
again to Camp No. 9, at the junction, to breakfast, 
and remained the day there. The present state of 
things is not calculated to raise om’ spirits much ; 
the rations are rapidly diminishing ; our clotliing, 
especially the boots, are all going to pieces, and wo 
have not the materials for repairing them properly ; 
the camel is completely done up and can scarcely get 
along, although he has the best of feed and is rest- 
ing half his time. I suppose this will end in our 
having to live like the blacks for a few montlis. 

From Camp No. 9. 

“ Tvesday, *lth May, 1861. — Breakfasted at day- 
light; but when about to start, found that tl>e 
camel would not rise even without any load on his 
iMiciE. After making every attempt to get him up, 
we were obliged to leave him to himself. 

Mti Burke and I starie(bdown the creek to re- 
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conaoitre ; at about eleven miles we came lib some 
blacks fishing ; they gave us some half-a-dozen fish 
each, for luncheon, and intimated that if we would 
go to their camp we ehould have some more and 
some bread. I tore in two a piece of macintosh 
stuff that I had, and Mr. Burke gave one piece and 
I the other. We then went on to their camp about 
three miles further. They had caught a oonsider- 
ahle quantity of fish, but most of them were small. 
I noticed three different kinds ; a small one that 
they call Oupi, from five to six inches long, and not 
broader than an eel ; the common one, with large 
coarse scales, termed Peru ; and a delicious fish, 
some of wbich run from a pound to two pounds 
■weight ; the natives call them Cawilchi. On our 
arrival at the camp they led us to a spot to camp 
on, and soon afterwards brought a lot of fish, and 
a kind of bread which they call nardoo. The 
lighting a fire with matches delights them, but 
Th<‘y do not care about having them. In the even- 
ing various members of the tribe came do'wn with 
lumps of iiardoo and handfuls of fish, until we 
Aveix; positively unable to eat any more. They also 
gave us some stuff they call bedgery or pedgery ; 
it has a highly intoxicating effect when chewed 
even in small' quantities. It appears to be the 
dried stems and leaves of some dirub. 

ifoy, 186*1 .---Left the blacks* 
camp at 7*30, Mr. Bmlce retuming to the 
junction, whilst I proceeded to trace down the 
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creek. ' This I found a shorter task than I had ex- 
pected, for it soon showed signs of running out, 
and at the same time kept considerably to the north 
of west. There were several fine waterholes within 
about four miles of the camp I had left, but not 
a drop all the way beyond that, a distance of seven 
miles. Finding that the creek turned greatly 
towards the north, I returned to the blacks’ en- 
campment, and as I was about to pass they invited 
me to stay ; — I did so, and was even more hosj)i- 
tably entertained than before, being, on this occa- 
sion, offered a share of a gunyah, and supplied 
with plenty of fish and nardoo, as well as a couple 
of nice fat rats — the latter found most delicious ; 
they were baked in their skins. 

“ Last night was clear and calm, but unusually 
warm. We. slept by a fire just in front of the 
blacks’ camp ; they were very attentive in bringing 
us firewood and keeping the fire up during the 
night. 

“ Thursday, 9t/i May, 18 Cl. — Parted from my 
friends, the blacks, at 7’30, and started for carn[» 
No. 9. 

From Camp No. 9. 

“Friday, lOtA May, 1861. — Mr. Burke and 
King employed in jerking the camel’s flesh, whilst 
I went out to look for the nardoo seed for making 
bread : in this I was unsuccessful, not being able to 
find a single tree of it in the neighbourhood of the 
camp. I, however, tried boiling the large kind of 
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bean which the blacks call padlu ; they boil easily, 
and when shelled are very sweet, much rei^mbling 
in taste the French chestnut ; they are to be found 
in large quantities nearly everywhere. 

Saturday y llth May, 1861. — To-day Mr. Burke 
and King started down the creek to the blacks’ 
camp, determined to ascertain all particulars about 
the nardoo. I have now my turn at the meat 
jerking, and must devise some means for trapping 
the birds and rats, which is a pleasant prospect 
after onr dashing trip to Carpentaria, having to 
hang about Cooper’s Creek, living like the blacks. 

Simlay, \2th May^ 1861. — Mr. Burke and 
King returned this morning having been unsuccess- 
ful in their search for the blacks, who it seems have 
moved over to the other branch of the creek. 

“ Decided on moving out on the main creek to- 
morrow, and then trying to find the natives of the 
creek. 

“ ^^ondtty, \Zth May, 1861, — Shifted some of the 
tilings, and brought them back again, Mr. Burke 
thiuking it better for one to remain here with 
t hem for a few days, so as to eat the remains of the 
tVosh meat, whilst the others went in search of the 
1 (lacks and nardoo. 

“ Tuesday, \Ath May, 1861,— -Mr. Burke and 
King gone up the creek to look for blacks with four 
days’ provisions. Self employed in preparing for 
a final start on their return. 

This evening Mr. £urke and King returned. 
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having been some considerable distance up the 
ere^ and found no blacks. It is now settled that 
yr& plant the things, and all start together the day 
after to-morrow. 

“ The weather continues very fine ; the nights 
calm, clear and cold, and the days clear, with a 
breeze generally from south, but to-day from east, 
for a change ; this makes the first part of the 
day rather cold. When clouds appear they in- 
variably move from west to east. 

“ W(^nesdai/j 15tk, 1861. — Planting the things 
and preparing to leave the creek for Mount Hope- 
less. 

“ Thursday, l^th, 1861. — Having completed our 
planting, &c., started up the creek for the second 
blacks’ . camp, a distance of about eight miles : 
finding our loads rather too heavy we made a 
small plant here of such articles as could best 
be spared. — [Here follow a few meteorological 
notes.] 

** Nardoo, Friday, llth May, 1861. — Started this 
morning on a blacks’ path, leaving the creek, on 
our left, our intention being to keep a south-easterly 
direction until we should cut some likely loe»kii)g 
creek, and then to follow it down. On aj>proacli- 
ing the foot of the first sandhill. King caught sight 
in the flat of some nardoo seeds, and we soon 
found that the flat was covered with them. This 
discovery caused somewhat of a revolution in our 
feelings, for we considered that with the know- 
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ledge of this plant we were in a position to support 
ourselves, even if we were destined to remain on 
the creek and wait for assistance from town. 
Crossing some sand ridges, running north and 
south, we struck into a creek which runs out of 
Cooper’s Creek, and followed it down ; at about 
five miles we came to a large waterhole, beyond 
which the watercourse runs out on extensive flats 
and earthy plains. 

“ Calm night ; sky cleared towards morning, and 
it became very cold. A slight easterly breeze' 
sprung up at sunrise but soon died away again. 
The sky again became overcast and remained so 
tlirougbout the day. There was occasionally a 
liglit breeze from south, but during the greater 
portion of the day it was quite calm. Fine halo 
around the sun in the afternoon. 

“ Camp No. 16. 

^'Saturday, 18^A May, 1861. — [No entry except 
tlic following meteorological entry on an opposite 
])age, wliicli may probably refer to this date.] 
“ Calm night ; sky sometimes clear and sometimes 
partially overcast with veil clouds. 

^dwulay, l%th May, 1861. — [No entry beyond 
this citation of date.] 

“ Monday, 20^A May, 1861. — [No entry beyond 
this citation of date.] 

“ Tmsday, 21«< May, — Creek. — [No entry bo- 
yojrd this citation of date^] 
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“ Wedm^yy 22nd May^ 1861. — Cooper’s Creek. 
— [No entry beyond this citation of date.] 

“ Tkur^yy 2Zrd May^ 1861. — [No entry beyond 
this citation of date.] 

** Friday j 24th May^ 1861. — Started with King 
to celebrate the Queen’s birthday by fetching from 
Nardoo Creek what is now to us the staff of life ; 
retmrned at a little after two p.m. with a fair 
supply, but find the collecting of the seed a slower 
and more troublesome process than could be de- 
*sired. Whilst picking the seed, about eleven a.m,, 
both of us heard distinctly the noise of an explo- 
sion, as if of a gun, at some considerable distance. 
We supposed it to have been a shot fired by Mr. 
Burke, but on returning to the camp found that 
he had not fired, nor had heard the noise. The 
sky was partially overcast with high cum. str. 
clouds, and a light breeze blew from the east, luit 
nothing to indicate a thunderstorm in any direc- 
tion. 

“ Saturday^ 2bth May, 1861. — [No entry lieyond 
this.] 

“ Sunday, 26th May . — [No entry beyond this.] 
Monday, 2'ith May, 1861. — Started up tho 
creek this morning for the depot, in order to 
deposit journals and a record of the state of affairs 
here. On reaching the sandhills below wIk io 
Landa was bogged, I passed some blacks on a fiat 
collecting nardoo seed. Never saw such an abun- 
dance of the seed' before. The ground in some 
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parts was quite black with it. There were only 
two or three gins and children, and they directed 
me on, as if to their camp, in the direction I was 
before going; hut I had nqt gone far over the 
first sandhill when I was overtakeu by about 
twenty blacks, bent on taking me back to their 
camp, and promising any quantity of nardoo and 
fish. On my going with them, one carried the 
shovel, and another insisted on taking my swag in 
such a friendly manner that I could not refuse 
them. They were greatly amused with the various 
little things I had with me. In the evening they 
supplied me with abundance of nardoo and fish, 
and one of the old men, Poko Tinnamira, shared 

his gunyah with me The night was very 

cold, but by the help of several fires — [The entry 
suddenly stops here; but in the margin of the oppo*- 
site page is written the names of several natives, 
and certain native words with their meanings in 
Mnglish.] * 

“ Tmsday, 2%th May^ 1861. — Left the blacks' 
camp, and proceeded up the creek ; obtained some 
mussels near where Landa died, and halted for 
l)reakfa8t. Still feel very unwell from the efiects 
t)f constipation of the bowels. After breakfast 
t ravelled on to our third camp coming down. 

“ WedMsdayf 29M.— Started at sevan A.M., an4 
went on to the duck-holes, where We breakfasted 
coming down. Halted at' 9^ for a 
feed, and then hmved bh,^^^ the Rtbh^^ saw a 

V 
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lot of crows quarrelling alwut something near the 
water ; found it to be a large fish, of which they 
had eaten a considerable portion. As it was quite 
fresh and good, I decided the quarrel by taking it 
with me. ... It proved a most valuable addition 
to my otherwise scanty supper of nardoo porridge. 
This evening I camped very comfortably in a 
mia-mia, about eleven miles from the dep6t. The 
night was very cold, although not entirely cloud- 
less. A brisk easterly breeze sprang up in the 
morning, and blew freshly all day. In the evening 
the sky clouded in, and there were one or two 
slight showers, but nothing to wet the ground. 

“ Thursday t SOth May, 1861. — Eeached the 
dep&t this morning at eleven a.m. ; no traces of 
any one except blacks having been here since we 
left. Deposited some journals and a notice of oTir 
present condition. Started back in the afternoon, 
and camped at the first waterhole. Last niglit, 
being cloudy, was unusually warm and pleasant.* 
Friday, 31s< May, 1861. — Decamped at 

* The notice left in t}ie cache ran as follows : — 

**D©Y)6t Camp, May SOth, 

^ We have been tmable to leave the creek* Both camels arc dead, anti 
our provisions axe exhausted. Mr. Burke and^King are down tlie k)W«’v 
port of the creek. J I am about to return to them, when wo shall proUihly 
come up this vray. We are trying to live the h^t way we can, like the 
blackiE^ butfnd it bard work. Our clothes arc going to fiiat. 

ptovis&ous and clothes as soon as poeeiVAc. 

"W.J. WILLS. 

** The defdt party having left, ooniraiy to instructions, has m in 

this Sx« t have deposited some of my journals here for fear of accident. 
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7*30 AJi., having first breakfasted; pasi^d be- 
tween the sandhills at nine A.M., and reached the 
blanket mia-mias at 10*40 A,is,; from there pro- 
ceeded on to the rocks, where I arrived at 1*30 p.m., 
having delayed about half-anrhour on the road in 
gathering some portulac. It had been a fine 
morning, but the sky now became overcast, and 
threatened to set in for steady rain ; and as I felt 
very weak and tired, I only moved on about a mile 
fiirther, and camped in a sheltered gully under 
some bushes. Night clear and very cold ; no 
wind ; towards morning, sky became slightly 
overcast with cirro strat. clouds. 

“ Saturday, XstJwm^ 1861. — Started at 7*45 a.m. ; 
passed the duck-holes at ten a.m. and my second 
camp up, at two P.M., having rested in the mean- 
time about forty-five minutes. Thought to have 
reached the blacks’ camp, or at least where Lauda 
was bogged, but found myself altogether too weak 
and exhausted ; in fact, had extreme difficulty in 
getting agross the numerous little gullies, and was 
at last obliged to camp from sheer fatigue. Night 
ultimately both clear and cloudy, with occasional 
showers, 

“ Sunday, 2nd June, 1861, — 'Started at half-past 
six, thinking to breakfast at the blacks’ . comp 
below Landa’s grave. Found myself very much 
fagged, and did not aTrlve at their camp until 
ten A.M., and then found myself ffisapp<fin^ as to 
a good breakfast, the camp being desrated. Havi> 

TJ 2 
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ing rested awhile and eaten a few fish-bones, I 
moved down the creek, hoping by a late march to 
he able to reach our own camp ; but I soon found, 
from my extreme weakness, that that would be 
out of the question. A certain amount of good 
luck, however, still stuck to me, for on going along 
by a large waterhole I was so fortunate as to find 
a large fish, about a pound and a half in weight, 
which was just being choked by another which it 
had tried to swallow, but which had stuck in its 
throat. I soon had a fire lit, and both of the fish 
cooked and eaten : the large one was in good con- 
dition. Moving on again after my late breakfast, 
I passed Camp No. 67 of the journey to Carpen- 
taria, and camped for the night under some poly- 
gonum bushes. 

Monday, Zrd June, 1861. — Started at. seven 
o*clock, and keeping on the south bank of the creolf 
was rather encouraged at about three miles by tlie 
sound of numerous crows ahead ; presently fancied 
I could see smoke, and was shortly afterv;^ards sot t 
my ease by hearing a cooey from Pitchery, wIjo 
stood on the opposite bank, and directed me 
round the lower end of the waterhole, continually 
repeating his assurance of abundance of fish and 
bread, Having with some considerable difliculiy 
managed to ascend the sandy path that led to the 
camp, I was conducted by the chief to a fire where 
a large pile of fish were just being cooked in the 
most approved style. These I imagined to bo fur 
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the general consumption of the half-dozen natives 
gathered around, but it turned out that they had 
already had their breakfast. I was expected to 
dispose of this lot — a task which, to my own 
astonishment, I soon accomplished, keeping two or 
three blacks pretty steadily at work extracting the 
bones for me. The - fish being disposed of, next 
came a supply of nardoo cake and water until I 
was so full as to be unable to eat any more ; when 
Pitchery, allowing me a short time to recover 
myself, fetched a large bowl of the raw nardoo 
flour mixed to a thin paste, a most insinuating 
article, and one that they appear to esteem a great 
delicacy. I w\as then invited to stop the night 
there, but this I declined, and proceeded on my 
way home. 

“ Tuesday, itk June, 1861. — Started for the 
blacks’ camp intending to test the practicability of 
living with them, and to see what I could learn as 
to their ways and manners. 

“ Wednesday, 5th June, 1861. — ^Remained with 
the blacks. Light rain during the greater part of 
tlie niglit, Jind more or less throughout the day in 
showers. Wiiid blowing in squalls from south. 

“ Thursday, Qth June, 1861. — ^Returned to our 
own camp : found that Mr. Burke and Ej])g had 
l)een well supplied with fish by the blacks. Made 
preparation for shifting our camp nearer theirs on 
the morrow.” 



m OLOTHINa DESTBOTED BY FIRE. 

During iny son’s absence, which lasted for eleven 
days, in which he travelled altogether ahovo 
seventy miles, King mentions in his narrative 
that Mr. Burke, whilst frying some fish set fire to 
the mia-miia (a shelter made hy the blacks with 
hushes of trees, so thickly laid that it serves to 
exclude the sun and a great deal of rain) ; thus 
destroying every remnant of clothing. King told 
me that nothing was saved but a gun, although his 
narrative says a pistol also ; hut Mr. Burke’s pistol 
was burnt. 

The incidents of the journal from the 27th of 
May to the 5th of June, show how well my son 
had established himself in the good graces of the 
natives. Had it been his fortune to have survived, 
we should probably have had an interesting account 
of these ample aborigines and their doings. 

“ Friday, 1th June, 1861. — Started in the after- 
noon for the blacks’ camp with such things as we 
could take ; founcf ourselves all very weak in spite 
of the abundant supply of fish that we have lately 
had. I, myself, could scarcely get along, although 
carrying the lightest swag, only alx)ut thirtj- 
pounds. Found that the blacks had decamjjed, so 
deterq^med on proceeding to-morrow up to tl»c 
next camp, near the nardoo field. 

Saturday, 8th June, 1861. — With the greatest 
fatigue and difficulty we reached the nardoo camp. 
No blacks, greatly to our disappointment ; took 
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possesBion of their best mia-mia and rested for the 
remainder of the day. 

Sunday ^ %tk June, 1861. — King and I pro- 
ceeded to collect nardoo, leaving Mr. Burke at 
home. 

Monday, lOth June, 1861. — Idr. Burke and 
King collecting nardoo ; self at home too weak to 
go out; was fortunate enough to shoot a crow. 
— [Here follow some meteorological notes which 
appear to relate to another period.] 

“ Tuesday, 11/4 June, 1861. — King out for 
nardoo ; Mr. Burke up the creek to look for the 
blacks. 

^‘•Wedtiesday, 12th June, 1861. — King out collect- 
ing nardoo ; Mr. Burke and I at home pounding 
and cleaning. I still feel myself, if anything, 
weaker in the legs, although the nardoo appears 
to be more thoroughly digested. 

“ Thursday, 13/4 June, 1861. — Last night the 
sky was pretty clear, and the air rather cold, but 
nearly calm, a few cir. st. hung about the N.B. 
bori/.on during the first part of the night. Mr. 
Burke and King out for nardoo ; self weaker than 
(jver; scarcely able to go to the waterhole for 
water. Towards afternoon, car, cum. and cir. st. 
began to appear moving northward. Scarcely any 
wind all day. 

Friday, lUh Jvm^ 1861. — Might alternately 
clear and cloudy ; cir. cum. and cum. sk moving 
northwards ; no wind ; beautifully mild for the time 
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of year ; in the morning some heavy clouds on the 
horizon. King out for nardoo ; brought in a good 
supply. Mr. Burke and I at home, pounding and 
cleaning seed. I feel weaker than ever, and both 
Mr. B. and King are beginning to feel very un- 
steady in the legs. 

Saturday, IbthJum, 1861. — Night clear, calm, 
and cold ; morning very fine, with a light breath 
of air from N.E. Eling out for nardoo ; brought in 
a fine supply. Mr. Burke and I pounding and 
cleaning ; he finds himself getting very weak, and 
I am not a bit stronger. 

“I have determined on beginning to chew 
tobacco and eat less nardoo, in hopes that it may 
induce some change in the system. I have never 
yet recovered from the constipation, the efl’oot of 
which continues to be exceedingly i^ainful. 

Sunday, 16/4 June, 1861. — Wind shifted to 
north; clouds moving from west to east; thunder 
audible two or three times to the southward : sky 
becoming densely overcast, with an occasional 
shower about nine a.m. 

“We finished up the remains of the camel 
Rajah yesterday, for dinner; King was fortunaU; 
enough to shoot a crow this morning. 

“The rain kept all hands in, pounding and 
cleaning seed during the morning. The weathcT- 
cleared up towards the middle of the day, and a 
brisk breeze sprang up in the south, lasting till 
near sunset, but rather irregular in its force. Bis- 
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tant thunder was audible to westward and south* 
ward frequently during the afternoon. 

Monday, VJth June, 1861. — Night very bois- 
terous and stormy; northerly wind blowing in 
squalls, and heavy showers of .rain, with thunder 
in the north and west; heavy clouds moving 
rapidly from north to south; gradually clearing 
up during the morning; the wind continuing 
squally during the day from W. and N.W. 

“ King out in the afternoon for nardoo. 

“ Tuesday, \%th June, 1861. — Exceedingly cold 
night ; slty clear, slight breeze, very chilly and 
changeable ; very heavy dew. After sunrise, cirro- 
stratus clouds began to pass over from west to east, 
gradually becoming more dense, and assuming the 
form of cumuli-stratus. The sky cleared, and it 
became warmer towards noon. 

“ Wedne&lay, \ WiJune, 1861. — Night calm; sky 
during first part overcast with cirro-cumulus clouds, 
most of which cleared away towards morning, 

, leaving the air much colder ; btit the sky remained 
nim e or less hazy all night, and it was not nearly 
as cold as last night. 

•‘About eight o’clock a strong southerly wind 
sprung up, which enabled King to blow the dust 
out of our nardoo seed, but made me too weak to 
render him any assistance. 

“ Thw'sday, 20th June, 1861. — Night and morn- 
ing very cold, sky clear. I am completely reduced 
by the effects of the cold and starvation. King 
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gone out for nardoo ; Mr. Burke at home pound- 
ing seed ; he finds himself getting very weak in 
the legs. King holds out by far the best; the 
food seems to agree with him pretly well. 

“Finding the sun come out pretty warm to- 
wards noon, I took a sponging all over; but it 
seemed to do little good beyond the cleaning 
effects, for my weakness is so great that I could 
not do it with proper expedition. 

“I cannot understand this nardoo at all — it 
certainly will not agree with me in any form ; we 
are now reduced to it alone, and we manage to 
consume from four to five pounds per day between 
us ; it appears to be quite indigestible, and cannot 
possibly be suiBciently nutritious to sustain life 
by itself. 

Friday, 2\sl June, 1861. — Last night was cold 
and clear, winding up with a strong wind from 
N.E. in the morning. I feel much weaker than 
ever and can scarcely crawl out of the mia-mia. 
Unless relief comes in some form or other, I cannot 
possibly last more than a fortnight. 

“ It is a great consolation, at least, in this position 
of ours, to know that we have done all we could, 
and that our deaths will rather be the result of 
the mismanagement of others than of any rash 
acts of our own. Had we come to grief elsc- 
where, we could only have blamed ourselves ; but 
here we are returned to Cooper s Creek, where wo 
we had every reason to look for provisions and 
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clothing ; and yet we have to die of starvation, in 
spite of the explicit instructions given by Mr. 
Burke — ‘ That the dep6t party should await our 
return;’ and the strong recommendation to the 
Committee ‘ that we should be followed up by a 
party from Menindie.’ 

“ About noon a change of wind took place, and 
it blew almost as hard from the west as it did 
previously from the N.E. A few cir. cum. con- 
tinued to pass over towards east. 

“ Saturday, 22nd JunCy 1861. — Night cloudy and 
warm ; every appearance of rain ; thunder once or 
twice during the night ; clouds moving in an 
easterly direction; lower atmosphere perfectly 
calm. There were a few drops of rain during the 
night, and in the morning, about nine A.M., there 
was every prospect of more rain until towards 
noon, when the sky cleared up for a time. 

“Mr. Burke and King out for nardoo; the 
former returned much fatigued. I am so weak 
to-day as to be unable to get on my feet. 

“ Sunday, 23rd June, 1861. — AH hands at home. 

I am so weak as to be incapable of crawling out of 
the mia-mia. King holds out well, but Mr. Burke 
finds himself weaker every day. 

Monday, 24tA June, 1861. — A fearful night. 
A t about an hour before sunset, a southerly gale 
sprung up and continued throughout the greater 
jK)rtion of the night ; the cold was intense, and it 
seemed as if one would be shrivelled up. Towards 
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morning it fortunately lulled a little, but a strong 
cold breeze continued till near sunset, after which 
it became perfectly calm. 

King went out for nardoo in spite of the wind, 
and came in with a good load; but he himself 
terribly cut up. He says that he can no longer 
keep up the work, and as he and Mr. Burice are 
both getting rapidly weaker, we have but a slight 
chance of anything but starvation, unless we can 
get hold of some blacks. 

“ Tuesday, 25<A June, 1861. — Night calm, clear 
and intensely cold, especially towards morning. 
Near daybreak, King reported seeing a moon in 
the east, with a haze of light stretching up from 
it ; he declared it to be quite as large as the moon, 
and not dim at the edges. I am so weak that any 
attempt to get a sight of it was out of the quos 
tion ; but I think it must have been Venus in the 
Zodiacal Light that he saw, with a corona around 
her. 

“ 2Qth. — Mr. Burke and King remain at home 
cleaning and pounding seed ; they are both getting 
weaker every day ; the cold plays the deuce with 
us, from the small amount of clothing we have : 
my wardrobe consists of a wide-awake, a merino 
shirt, a regatta shirt without sleeves, the remains 
of a pair of flannel trousers, two pairs of socks in 
rags, and a waistcoat, of which I have managed to 
keep the pockets together. The others are no 
better off. Beades these, we have between us, for 
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bedding, two small camel pads, some borse-bair, 
two or three little bits of rag, and pieces of oil- 
cloth saved from the fire. 

“ The day turned out nice and warm. 

“ Wednesday^ 2,1th June, 1861. — Calm night; sky 
overcast with hazy cum.-strat. clouds ; an easterly 
breeze sprung up towards morning, making the air 
much colder. After sunrise there were indications 
of a clearing up of the sky, but it soon clouded 
ill again, the upper current continuing to move in 
an easterly direction, whilst a breeze from the N. 
and N.E. blew pretty regularly throughout the 
clay. Mr. Burke and King are preparing to go 
up the creek in search of the blacks; they will 
leave me some nardoo, wood, and water, with 
ivliich I must do the best I can until they return. 
I think this is almost our only chance, I feel my- 
self, if anything, rather better, but I cannot say 
stronger : the nardoo is beginning to agree better 
with me ; but without some change I see little 
chance for any of us. They have both shown 
groat liesitation and reluctance with regard to 
leaving me, and have repeatedly desired my 
candid opinion in the matter, I could only repeat, 
however, that I considered it our only chance, for 
I could not last long on the nardoo, even if a 
supply could be kept up. 

“ Thursday, 2%th 1861.— -Cloudy, calm, and 

comparatively warm night, clouds almost station*- 
ary ; in tlie morning a gentle breeze from east. 
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Sky partially cleared up during the day, making 
it pleasantly warm and bright ; it remained clear 
during the afternoon and evening, offering every 
prospect of a clew cold night. 

“.FWdlay, 29/A JwMy 1861. — Clear cold night, 
slight' breeze from the east, day beautifully warm 
and pleasant. Mr. Burke suffers greatly from the 
cold and is getting extremely weak ; he and King 
start to-morrow up the creek to look for the blacks ; 
it is the only chance we have of being saved from 
starvation. I am weaker than ever, although I have 
a good appetite and relish the nardoo much ; but it 
seems to give us no nutriment, and the birds here 
are so shy as not to be got at. Even if we got a 
good supply of fish, I doubt whether we could 
do much work on them and the nardoo alone. 
Nothing now but the greatest good luck can 
save any of us ; and as for myself I may live four 
or five days if the weather continues warm. My 
pulse is at forty-eight, and very weak, and my 
legs and arms are nearly skin and bone. I can 
only look out, like Mr. Micawber, ‘ for something to 
turn up;’ starvation on nardoo is by no means 
very unpleasant, but for the weakness one feels, 
and the utter inability to move one’s self ; for a.s 
far as appetite is concerned, it gives the greatest 
satisfaction. Certainly fat and sugar would be 
more to one’s taste ; in fact those seem to me to 
be the great stand-by for one in this extaaoidinary 
(x>ntinent: not that I mean to depreciate the fari- 
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naceous food ; but* the want of sugar an<f fat in all 
substances obtainable here is so great that they 
become almost valueless to us as articles of food, 
without the addition of something else. 

(Signed) “ W. J. Wills.” 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Eii^*8 Narrative— Mr. Burke and King go in search of the Natives, as a 
last resource — Death of Mr. Burke — King returns and finds Mr. Wilis 
dead in the Gunyah — ^He falls in with the Natives and wanders about 
with them until delivered by Mr. Howitt’s i>arty — Extract from 
Mr. Howitt’s Diary — ^Extract from Mr. M*Kinlay*s Diary — ^My Son’s 
last Letter to me, dated June 27th, 1861 — Strong attachment 
between Mr. Burke and my Son — King delivers the Letter and Watch 
intrusted to him — With] some difficulty I recover the Pistol — King’s 
reception in Jiielbourne— Sir H. Barkly’s Letter to Sir Boderick 
Murchison — Summary of events and their causes. 

The latter portion of my poor son’s journal was 
transcribed by Mr. Archer, Registrar-General of 
Victoria. We may believe that after writing the 
last paragraph to which he subscribed his name, lio 
did not survive for many hours. The sequel, .as 
far as any of its details can ever be made known 
to us, is best told in the unaflfected language of 

John Kino’s Nareative, 

As delivered to the Royal Commission. 

“Mr. Burke, Mr. Wills, and I, reached the 
dep6t at Cooper’s Creek, on April 2l8t, about half- 
past seven in the evening, with two camels ; all 
that remfiihed of the six Mr. Burke took with him. 
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All the provisions we then had consisted of one- 
and-arhalf pound of dried meat. We found the 
parly had gone the same day ; and looking about 
for any mark they might have left, foimd the tree 
with ‘ DIG, Ap. 21.’ Mr Wills said the parly 
had left for the Darling. We dug and found the 
plant of stores. Mr. Burke took the papers out of 
the bottle, and then asked each of us whether we 
were able to proceed up the creek in pm^t of the 
party ; we said not, and he then said that he 
thought it his duty to ask us, but that he himself 
was unable to do so, but that he ^had decided 
upon trying to make Mount Hopeless, as he had 
been assined by the Committee in Melbourne, that 
there was a cattle station within 150 miles of 
Cooper’s Creek. Mr. Wills was not inclined to 
follow this plan, and wished to go down our old 
track ; but at last gave in to Mr. Burke’s wishes. 
I also wished to go down by our old track. We 
remained four or five days to recruit, making 
preparations to go down the creek by stages of 
four or five miles a day, and Mr. Burke placed a 
paper in the plant stating what were our plans. 
Travelling down the creek, we got some fish from 
the natives ; and some distance down, one of the 
camels (Landa) got bogged, and although we re- 
mained there that day and part of the next, trying 
to dig him out; We found our strength Inc^iffident 
to do so. The evening of the seccmd day we shot 
him as he ky, and having <nrt off M mu<^^^i^^ 
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we could, we lived on it while we stayed to dry the 
remainder. Throwing all the least necessary things 
away, we made one load for the remaining camel 
(Bajah), and each of us carried a swag of about 
twenty-five pounds. We were then tracing down 
the branches of the creek rimning south, and foimd 
that they ran out into earthy plains. We had 
understood that the creek along Gregory’s track 
was continuous ; and finding that all these creeks 
ran out into plains, Mr. Burke returned, our camel 
being completely knocked up. We then intended 
to give the ^mel a spell for a few days, and to 
make a new attempt to push on forty or fifty miles 
to the south, in the hope of striking the creek. 
During the time that the camel was being rested, 
Mr. Burke and Mr. Wills went in search of the 
natives, to endeavour to find out how tlie nardoo 
grew. Having found their camp, they obtained as 
much nardoo cake and fish as they could eat, but 
could not explain that they wished to be shown 
how to find the seed themselves : they returned on 
the third day bringing some fish and nardoo cake 
with them. On the following day the camel Bajah 
seemed very ill, and I told Mr. Burke I thought 
he could not linger out more than four days, and as 
on the same evening the poor brute was on tlie 
point of dying, Mr. Brnke ordered him to be riiot ; 

I did so, and we cut him up with two broke n 
louves and a lancet : we cured the meat and |da»fced 
if, a^: then made another attep^ to 
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find the nardoo, taking me with him: we went 
down the creek expecting to find the natives at the 
camp where they had been last seen, but found 
that they had left ; and not knowing whether they 
had gone up or down the creek, we slept in their 
gunyahs that night, and on the following morn- 
ing returned to Mr. Wills. The next day, Mr. 
Burke and I started up the creek, but could see 
nothing of them, and were three days away, when 
we returned and remained three days in our camp 
with Mr. Wills. We then made a plant of all the 
articles we could not carry with us-, leaving five 
pounds of rice and a ([hantity of meat, and then 
followed up the creek to where there were some 
good native htits. We remained at that place a 
few days; and finding that our provisions were 
beginning to run short, Mr. Burke said, that we 
ought to do something, and that if we did not find 
the nardoo, we should starve, and that he intended 
to save a little dried meat arid rice to carry us to 
Mount Hopeless. The three of us then came to 
the conclusion that it would be better to make a 
second attempt to reach Mount Hbpeless, as we 
were then as strong as we were likely to be, our 
daily allcwance being then reduced. Mr. Burke 
asked each of iw whether we were wiHing to make 
another atteifipt to rieooh the South Australian 
setttemeritB, arid we decided on going ; we took 
with us what remairied^^^ had 

plaiiled---twb«rid-a4]a}f pounds of a Bmidi 

X 2 
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quantify of flour, and the dried meat : fliis, with 
powder and shot, and other small articles^ made up 
our swags to thirfy pounds each, and Mr. Burke 
carried one billy of water, and 1 another. We 
had not gone &r before we came on a flat, where I 
saw a plant growing which I took to be clover, 
and on looking closer saw the seed, and called out 
that I had found the nardoo ; they were very glad 
when I found it. We travelled three days, and 
struck a watercourse coming south from Cooper’s 
Creek; we traced this as it branched out and 
re-formed in the plains, until we at last lost it in 
flat country; sandhills wure in front of us, for 
which we made, and travelled all day but found 
no water. We were all greatly fatigued, as our 
rations now consisted of only one small Johnny 
cake and three sticks of dried meat daily. We 
camped that evening about four o’clock, intending 
to push next day until two o’clock p.m., and then, 
should we not find water, to return. We travelled 
and found no water, and the three of us sat down 
and rested for one hour, and then turned back. 
We all felt satisfied that had there 'been a few 
days’ rain we could have got through: we were 
then, according to Mr. Wills’s calculation, forty- 
five miles from the creek. We travelled, <hi the 
day we turned back, very late, and the following 
eyening reached the nearest water at the creek. 
T^ i gafliered some nardoo and boiled the seeds, 
as we ireve ipible to pound th^ The 
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day we reached the mam creek^ and knowing 
where there was a fine waterhole and native 
gunjahs, we went there intending to save what 
remained of our flour and dried meat for the 
purpose of making another attempt to reach Mount 
Hopeless. On the following day Mr. Wills and I 
went out to gather nardoo, of which we obtained 
a supply sufiScient for three days^ and finding a 
ponnding stone at the grmyahs, Mr. Burke and I 
pounded the seed, which was such slow work that 
we were compelled to use half flour and half 
nardoo. Mr. Burke and Mr. Wills then went 
down the creek for the remainder of the dried 
meat which we had planted ; and we had now all 
our things with us, gathering nardoo and living 
the best way we could. Mr. Burke requested Mr. 
Wills to go up the creek as far as the depot, and 
to place a note in the plant there, stating that we 
were then living on the creek, the former note 
having stated that we were on our road to South 
Australia. He also was to bury there the field- 
books of the jornney to the Gulf. Before starting 
he got three pounds of flour and four pounds of 
pounded nardoo, and about a pound of meat, as he 
expected to be absent about eight days. During 
his absence I gathered nardoo and pounded it, as 
Mr. Burke wished to lay in a supply in case of 
rain. 

A few da3r6 after Mr. Wills left, some natives 
came down tiie creek to fish at some waterholes 
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near our camp. They were very civil to us at 
first and offered us some fish. On the second day 
they came again to fish, and Mr. Burke took down 
two hags, which they filled for him. On the third 
day they gave us one bag of fish, and afterwards 
all came to our camp. We used to keep our 
ammunition and other articles in one gunyah, and 
all three of us lived together in another. One of 
the natives took an oilcloth out of this gunyah, 
and Mr. Burke seeing him run away with it 
followed him with his revolver and fired over his 
head, and upon this the native dropt the oilcloth ; 
while he was away, the other blacks invited me 
away to a waterhole to eat fish, but I declined to 
do so as Mr. Burke was absent, and a number of 
natives were about who would have taken all our 
things. When I refused, one took his boomerang 
and laid it over my shoulder, and then told me by 
signs that if I called out for Mr. Burke (as I was 
doing) that he would strike me ; upon this I got 
them all in front of the gunyah and fired a re- 
volver over their heads, but they did not seem at 
all afraid until I got out the gun, when they all 
ran away. Mr. Burke hearing the report came 
back, and .we saw no more of them until late that 
night, when they came with scune cooked fish and 
called out ‘ white fellow.’ Mr. Burke then went 
out with his revolver, and found a whole tribe 
coming down, all painted, and with fish m small 
nets fey two men, Mr. Bnrke w^ to 
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meet them, and diey wished to surround him ; but 
he knocked as many of the nets of fish out of their 
hands as he oould, and shouted out to me to fire. 
I did so, and they ran off. We collected five 
small nets of oooked fii^. The reason he would not 
accept the fish from them was, that he was afraid 
of being too friendly lest they should be always at 
our camp. We then lived on fish until Mr. Wills 
returned. He told us that he had met the natives 
soon after leaving us, and that they were very 
kind to him, and had given him plenty to eat both 
on going up and rettuming. He seemed to con* 
sider that he should have very little difficulty in 
living with them, and as their camp was close to 
ours he returned to them the same day and found 
them very hospitable and friendly, keeping him 
with them two days. They then made signs to 
him to be off: he came to us and narrated what 
had happened, but went back to them the following 
day, when they gave him his breakfast, but made 
signs for him to go away ; he pretended not to 
understand them, and would not go, upon which 
they made signs that they were going up the creek, 
and that he had better go down : they packed up 
and left the c^p, giving Mr. Wdls a little aardoo 
to take to us. 

“ During hhi absence, while Mr . Burke was cook- 
ing sojne fish during* { a Stroog wind, the James 
caught the jgai^h anti btsmBd ed rapidly we 
wetw mit oidy to any 
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of our things, excepting one revolver and a gun» 
Mr. Wills having returned, it was decided to go 
the creek and live with the natives if possibly 
as Idr. Wills thought we should have but little 
difficulty in obtaining provisions from them if we 
cmnped on the opposite side of the creek to them. 
He said he knew where they were gone, so we 
packed up and started. Coming to the gunyahs 
where we expected to have found them, we were 
disappointed, and seeing a nardoo field close by 
halted, intending to make it our camp. For some 
time we were employed gathering nardoo, and 
laying up a supply. Mr. Wills and I used to 
collect and carry home a bag each day, and Mr. 
Burke generally pounded sufficient for our dinner 
during our absence ; but Mr. Wills found himself 
getting very weak, and was shortly unable to go 
out to gather nardoo as before, or even strong 
enough to pound it, so that in a few days he be- 
came almost helpless. I still continued gathering, 
and Mr. Burke now also began to feel very weak, 
and said he could be of very h'ttle use in potmd- 
ing i I had now to gather and pound for all three 
of us. I continued to do this for a few days ; but 
finding my strength rapidly failing, my legs being 
very weak and painful, I was unaUe to go out for 
several days, and we mere compelled to oonepme 
jSUt ddJ!l! stQ^,whi<^ we ha^^ laid Igr^,^ u Burke 


PQW..p<qp(^ied\that I ahoidd gather aa i^ 
possi^ p days» imd that 
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we should go in search of the natives — a plan 
which had been urged tqpon us by Mr, Wills as 
the (Htly chance of saving him and ourselves as 
well, as he dearly saw that I was no Imiger able 
to collect sufficient for our wants. Having col- 
lected the seed as proposed, and having pounded 
sufficient to last Mr. Wills for eight days, and two 
days for ourselves, we placed water and firewood 
within his reach and started ; before leaving him, 
however, Mr. Burke asked him whether he still 
wished it, as under no other circumstance would 
he leave him, and Mr. Wills again said that he 
looked on it as our only chance. He then gave 
Mr. Burke a letter and his watch for his father, 
and we buried the remainder of the field-books 
near the gonyah. Mr. Wills said that, in case of 
my surviving Mr. Burke, he hoped that I would 
carry out his last wishes, in giving the watch and 
letter to his father. 

“ In travelling the first day, Mr. Burke seem^ 
very weak, and complained of great pain in his legs 
and back. On the second day he seemed to be 
better, and said that lie thotght he was getting 
stronger, but on sfxuiing, did not go two miles 
before he said he co^d go nC further. I persisted 
in his trying to go on, and; managed h> get him 
along several thneii^ 1 saw that he was 

almost Imocbnd uf^ he saiddhe co^ not 

carry hip swsg, had away. I 

abiD i«di^ a^e, a gun veA 
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anne powder and shot, and a onatt poocli Ymd 
BOOM niatdies. In staiiing agftin, we did not go 
fiur Itefoso Mr. Borke eaid we shonld bait' for the 
night; but as the place was close to a large sheet 
of water, and exposed to the wind, I prevailed on 
him to go a little farther, to the next reach of 
water, where we camped. We searched about 
uid found a few small patches of nardoo, which I 
collected and pounded, and with a crow, which I 
shot, ma^ a good evening’ s meal. From the time 
we halted Mr. Burke seemed to be getting worse, 
although he ate his supper; he said he felt con- 
vinced he could not last many hours, and gave me 
his watch, which he said belong^ to the committee, 
and a pocket-book to give to Sir William Stawell, 
and in which he wrote some notes. He then said 
to me, ‘ I hope you will remain with me here till 
I am quite dead — ^it is a comfort to know that 
some one is by ; but, when I am dying, it is my 
wii^ that you should place the pistol in my right 
hand, and that you leave me unburied as I lie.’ 
That night he ^oke very little, and the following 
momug I found him speechless, or neaiiy so, and 
about eight o’clock he expired. I remained a few 
hours there, hut as I saw there *wag no use re- 
nminwig longer 1 wegat up the creek in search of 
iwtiim i felt vwy hmlf, and M ni^t 
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BalivaBi Tam lea^fi^g the spdt vidiere 
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nui^ea had deposited a bag of nardoo^ snfSoient to 
last me a fortnight^ and three bundles containing 
various articles. 1 also shot a crow that etveping ; 
but was in great dread that the natives would 
come and deprive me of the nardoo. 

“1 remained there two days to recover my 
strength, and then returned to Mr. Wills. I took 
back three crows ; but found him lying dead in his 
gunyah, and the natives bad been there and had 
taken away some of his clothes. 1 buried the 
corpse with sand, and remained there some days^ 
but finding that my stock of nardoo was running 
short, and as I was unable to gather it, 1 tracked 
the natives who had been to the camp by their 
footprints in the sand, and went some distance 
down the creek shooting crows and hawks on the 
road. The natives, hearing the report of the gun, 
came to meet me, and took me with them to their 
camp, giving me nardoo and fish : they took the 
birds I had shot and cooked them for me, and 
afterwards showed me a gunyah where I was to 
sleep with three of the siu^e men. The follow- 
ing morning they commenced talking to nfe, and 
putting one finger on the ground and covering it 
with sand, at the same rime pi^ring up the creek 
saying * white f miderstood to mean 

that <me BMBm riiie l k&ew 

that they were tl;^ Mr* 

Wilie’s elprime. !||hey riiwa rite 

third; wlrite ^ 9f 
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pvttiiig two fingers on the ground and oovering 
l^em with sand, at the same time pointing up the 
ere^. They appeared to feel great compassion for 
me when they understood that I was alone on the 
creek, and gave me plenty to eat. After being four 
days with them, I saw that they were becoming 
tired of me, and they made signs that they were 
going up the oreek and that I had better go down- 
wmds; but I pretended not to understand them. 
The same day they shifted camp, and I followed 
them, and on reaching their camp I shot some 
crows, which pleased them so much that they 
made me a breakwind in the centre of their camp, 
and came and sat round me imtil such time as the 
crows were cooked, when they assisted me to eat 
them. The same day one of the women, to whom 
I had given part of a crow, came and gave me a 
bidl of nardoo, saying that she would give me 
more only she had such a sore arm that she was 
unable to pound. She showed me a sore on her 
arm, and the thought struck me that I would boil 
some water in the billy and wash her arm with a 
epun^. During the operation, the whole tribe sat 
round and were muttering one to another. Her 
husband sat down by her side, and she was crying 
all the time. Aftmr I had washed it, I touched it 
With emne nitrate of silver. When t^e began to yell, 
and ran eff, <stybignut ' Mc^ow ! Mokow l’ (Kre ! 

FrCm ^Ib tim^ ihe and her htuband used 
to a amifll cpiantity of nardoo botii i%ht 
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and morning, and whenever the tribe was about 
going on a fishing excursion he used to give me 
notice to go with them. They also used to assist 
me in making a wurlej or breakwind whenever 
they shifted camp. I generally shot a crow or a 
hawk, and gave it to them in return for these little 
services. Every four or five days the tribe would 
surround me and ask whether I intended going up 
or down the creek ; at last I made them under* 
stand that if they went up I should go up the 
creek, and if they went down I should also go 
down ; and from this time they seemed to look upon 
me as one of themselves, and supplied me with fish 
and nardoo regularly : they were very anxious, 
however, to know where Mr. Burke lay, and one 
day when we were fishing in the waterholes close 
by, I took them to the spot. On seeing his 
remains, the whole party wept bitterly, and covered 
them with bushes. After this, they were much 
kinder to me than before, and I always told them 
that the white men would be here before two 
moons ; and in the evening when they came with 
nardoo and fish they used to talk about the ‘ white* 
fellows ’ coming, at the same time pointing to the 
moon. . 1 also told them they would receive nmny 
presents, and they oonstai^ly ericed me for toma- 
hawks, called by thein 'Bomay this 

time to when the reU^ ps^ arrived, period* of 
about a monrii, th<^ trea^ me with uidform ]ciiid> 
nesi^ and looked npmi me •« oim of thems^ves. 
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The day on which I was released, one of the tribe 
who had be^ fishing came and told me that the 
* white fellows,’ were coming, and the whole of the 
tribe who were then in camp sallied out in every 
direction to meet the party, while the man who 
had brought the news took me over the creek, 
where I shortly saw the party coming down.” 


Brahe having quitted Cooper’s Creek, as we 
have seen, on the 21st of April, retraced his steps, 
towards the Darling. On the 28th or 29th (there 
is a doubt about the exact date), he fell in with 
Wright’s party at Bulloo, and placed himself under 
his orders. On the 29th, Dr. Becker died. On the 
Ist of May they left Bulloo, on their return to 
Menindie. On the 3rd, Wright makes the fol- 
lowing entry in his diary : — 

“ Friday f Koorliatto . — As I was anxious to ascer- 
tain, before finally leaving the country, whether 
Mr. Burke had visited the old depot at Cooper’s 
Greek, between the present date and that on which 
he left on his advance northward, or whether the 
stores cached there had been disturbed by the 
natives^ I started with Mr. Brahe and three horses 
fi>r Ooofier’fl Creek and reached the head waters of 
that crecdt on Bun^y, the 6th May, iii about seventy 
ihfbs^ ateermg a^ W.K.W. I did not find any 

several 



and saiv an immense hum- 
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.• ** I^ursdc^, May 9<A. — ^This mmning I readied 
Cooper’s Greek depdt, and [found no sign of Mr. 
Burke having visited the oreek, or of the natives 
having disturbed the stores. I there&rd retraced 
my steps to the depot that remained at Koorliatto.” 

On the examination of Wright and Brahe before 
the Royal Commission, it came out that they did 
not remain more than a quarter of an hour at 
Cooper’s Creek dep6t, casting only a hurried glance 
around ; and believing that no one had been there, 
never thought of opening the cache to identify the 
fact. Had they done so, they would have found 
the papers and letters deposited by Mr. Burke, 
and all would yet have been well. . It is much 
to be regretted, and may excite some surprise, 
that Burke and my son, .after opening and closing 
up the cache, affixed no eMmud token of their 
having been there. But the apathy, stupidity, and 
carelessness of Wright and Brahe are really be- 
yond comprehension. The effect of their miserably 
evasive and contradictory evidence, whei^ under 
examination, can neves be forgotten by those who 
were present. They, too, left no indications of 
their useless visit. It will be remejtnbered that 
twenty-two ^ys after, on the 30th of May, my 
son returned to Cooper’s Creek for tho last time, 
and deposited his jourmds. and lettesrs in tl^ oadie. 

The following extract 1^., Hoydtt’s diary 
relate the disoovery 4^ J|ang| m and 

inteiment of the r^ni^ pf l||r..^incige apd myson. 
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** S^skmJber i4lA, 1861. — Latitude, 27® 4' ; lenp- 
tode 140® 4'. — Gaiuped on a large waterhole, about 
a quarter of a mile below Mr. Burke’s first camp, 
after leaving the depdt at Cooper’s Greek. We 
o6uld see where the camels had been tied up, but 
found no marked tree. To-day I noticed in two or 
three places old camel-droppings and tracks, where 
Mr. Brahe informed me he was certain their camels 
had never been, as they were watched every day 
near the depdt and tied up at night. Mr. Burke’s 
camels were led on the way down. It looked very 
much as if stray camels had been about during the 
last four months. The tracks seemed to me to be 
going up the creek, but the ground was too strong 
to be able to make sure. 

“ September Ibth . — Camp 32. — Latitude, 27® 44' ; 
longitude, 140® 40'. — On leaving this morning I 
went ahead with Sandy, to try and pick up Mr. 
Burke’s track. At the lower end of a large water- 
hole, from which one or two horses had been feed- 
ing forssome months, the tracks ran in all direc- 
tions to and from the waterf and even as recent as 
a week. At the same place 1 found the handle of 
a clasp-knife. From here sfruek out scmth for a 
shurt distance from the creek, mad found a distinct 


oantel’js tiii^ and dropping on a native path ; the 
about four montl»;cdd aud gomg E. 
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native path leading my way, I followed it, as the 
most likely place to see any signs. In about four 
miles this led me to the lower end of a very large 
reach of water, and on the opposite side were num- 
bers of native wurleys. I crossed at a neck of 
sand, and at a little distance again came on the 
track of a camel going up the creek ; at the same 
time I found a native, who began to gesticulate in 
a very excited manner, and to point down the 
creek, bawling out, ‘ Q-ow, gow !’ as loud as he 
could. When T went towards him he ran away, 
and finding it impossible to get him to come to me, 
I turned back to follow a camel track, and to look 
after my party. The track was visible in sandy 
places, and was evidently the same I had seen for 
the last two days. I also found horse traces in 
places, but very old. Crossing the creek, I cut our 
track, and rode after the party. In doing so I came 
upon three pounds of tobacco, which had lain where 
I saw it for some tinae. This, together with a 
knife-handle, fresh horse tracks, and the camel 
track going eastward, puzzled me extremely, and 
led me into a hundred conjectures. At the lower 
end of the large reach of water before mentioned, 
I met Sandy and Frank looking for me, with the 
intelligence that King, the only survivor of Mr. 
Burke’s party, had bew found. A little further 
on 1 found the party halted, and immediately went 
across to the Idilcks’ wurleys, where 1 found King 
fitting in a hut which the natives had made 
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him. He presented a melancholy appearance — 
wasted to a shadow^ and hardly to be distinguished 
as a civilized being but by the remnants of clothes 
upon him. He seemed exceedingly weak, and I 
found it occasionally diflScult to follow what he 
said. The natives were all gathered round, seated 
on the ground, looking with a most gratified and 
delighted expression. 

September 18 tA. — Left camp this morning with 
Messrs. Brahe, Welsh, Wheeler, and King, to per- 
form a melancholy duty, which has weighed on 
my mind ever since we have encamped here, and 
which I have only put off until King should be 
well enough to accompany us. We proceeded down 
the creek for seven miles, crossing a branch run- 
ning to the southward, and followed a native track 
leading to that part of the creek where Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Wills, and King encamped after their unsuc- 
cessful attempt to reach Mount Hopeless and the 
northern settlements of South Australia, and where 
poor Wills died. We foimd the two gunyahs situ- 
ated on a sand-bank between two waterholes and 
about a mile from the flat where they procured 
nardoo seed, on which they managed to exist so 
long. Poor Wills’s remains we found lying in the 
wurley in wMch he died, and where King, after his 
return from seeking for the natives, had buried 
him with sand and rushes. We carefully collected 
the )r^main8 and intend them where tlmy lay; 
and, ‘aoi having a piayer-booli^ 1 read i;v. of 
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1 Cor., that we might at least feel a melancholy 
satisfaction in having shown the last respect to his 
remains. We heaped sand over the grave, and laid 
branches upon it, that the natives might under- 
stand by their own tokens not to disturb the last 
repose of !a fellow-being. I cut the following in- 
scription on a tree close by, to mark the spot : — 

W. J. WILLS, • 

XLV. Yds. 

W.N.W. 

A.H. 

The field-books, a note-book belonging to Mr. 
Burke, various small articles lying about, of no 
value in themselves, but now invested with a deep 
interest, from the cii'cumstances connected with 
them, and some of the nardoo seed on which they 
had subsisted, with the small wooden trough in 
which it had been cleaned, I have now in my pos- 
session. 

“ September 21s#. — Finding that it would not be 
prudent for King to go out for two or three days, 
I could no longer defer making a search for the spot 
where Mr. Burke died, and with such directions as 
King could give, I went up to the creek this morn- 
ing with Messrs. Brahe, Welsh, Wheeler, and Ait- 
kin. We searched the creek upwards for eight 
miles, and at length, stnlnge to say, found the re- 
mains of Mr. Burke lying among tail plants under 
a dump of box-trees, within two homdred yards of 
our miinp, mad not thlltiy psuses 
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It was still more extraordinary that three or four 
of the party and the two black Ijoys had been close 
to the spot without noticing it. The bones were 
entire, with the exception of the hands and feet ; 
and the body had been removed from the spot 
where it first lay, and where the natives had placed 
branches over it, to about five paces’ distance. I 
found the revolyer which Mr. Burke held in his 
hand when he expired partly covered with leaves 
and earth, and corroded with rust. It was loaded 
and capped. We dug a grave close to the spot, 
and interred the remains wrapped in the union- 
jack — the most fitting covenng in which the bones 
of a brave but unfortunate man could take their 
last rest. On a box-tree, at the head of the grave, 
the following inscription is cut in a similar manner 
to the above : — 



** September 23r(f. — ^Went down the creek to-day 

in search of the natives I could not think of 

leaving without showing them that. we could ap- 
preciate and reward the kindness they had shown 
to Burke’s party and particulariy to King. .... 
Pessed the first feeder of Strlecziki's Creek, going to 
the southward, and at a large reach of water below, 
folmd the natives c^ped. They made a great 
coiG^ti^ w rode up, but sei^Bied very 
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mens of tlie things I intended giving them, — a 
tomahawk, a knife, beads, a looking-glass, comb, and 
flour and sugar. The tomahawk was the great ob- 
ject of attraction, after that the knife, but I think 
the looking-glass surprised them most. On seeing 
their faces reflected, some seemed dazzled, others 
opened their eyes like saucers, and made a rattling 
noise with their tongues expressive of wonder. We 
had quite a friendly palaver, and my watch amused 
them immensely. I made them understand that 
they were to bring the whole tribe up next morn- 
ing to our camp to receive their presents, and we 
parted the best of friends. 

24#A. — This morning, about ten 
o’clock, our black friends appeared in a long pro- 
cession, men, women, and children, or, as they here 
also call them, piccaninnies ; and at a mile distance 
they commenced bawling at the top of their voices 
as xisual. When collected altogether on a little 
flat, just below our camp, they must have numbered 
between thirty and forty, and the uproar was 
deafening. With" the aid of King, I at last got 
them all seated before me, and distributed the 
presents — tomahawks, knives, necklaces, looking* 
glasses, combs — amongst them. I think no people 
wore ever so happy before, and it was very inte- 
resting to see how they pointed out one or another 
whom they thought might be overlooked. The 
piccaninnies were brought forward by their parents 
-to have red ribbon tied imind tbfhb dirty little 
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heads. An old woman, Oarrawaw, who had been 
particularly kind to King, was loaded with things. 
I then divided fifty pounds of sugar between them, 
each one taking his share in a union-jack pocketr 
handkerchief, which they were very proud of. The 
sugar soon found its way into their mouths ; the 
flour, fifty pounds of which I gave them, they at 
once called ‘white-fellow nardoo,’ and explained 
that they understood that these things were given to 
them for having fed King. Some old clothes were 
then put on some of the men and women, and the 
affair ended in several of our party and several of 
the black fellows having an impromptu ‘corro- 
boree,’ to the intense delight of the natives, and I 
must say, very much to our amusement. They 
left, making signs expressive of friendship, carry- 
ing their presents with them. The men all wore 
a net girdle ; and of the women some wore one of 
leaves, others of feathers. I feel confident that wo 
have left the best impression behind us, and that 
the ‘white fellows,’ as they have already learned 
to call us, will be looked on henceforth as friends, 
and that, in case of emergency, any one will receive 
the kindest treatment at their hands.” 

The ‘South Australian Begister,’ of the 26th 
of NovemW, 1861, published at Adelaide, con- 
tained the following statement, which excited 
universal attention ; — 

“ The Government have just received from 
Mr, 3^‘KinJ^y, leader of the expedition sent 
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from this colony in search of Burke, a diary of* 
his proceedings up to the 26 th of October last. 
This document contains a most singular narrative, 
being nothing less than an account of M^Kinlay’s 
discovery of what he believes to be the remains 
of Burke’s party, who he considers were some 
time since not only murdered, but partly eaten 
by the natives in the neighbourhood of Cooper’s 
Creek. He, of course, had heard nothing of the 
result of Mr. Howitt’s expedition, or of Mr. King 
having been found alive by that expedition. 
When, therefore, he came to a spot where there 
were graves containing the bones of white men, 
and where there were indications Of a conflict 
having taken place with the natives, some of 
whom spoke of those white men having been 
killed and partly eaten, he came to the conclusion 
that he had ascertained all that was possible of 
Mr. Burke and his companions. He accordingly 
buried a letter, containing a statement to this 
effect, at a place hear where the remains were 
found, and then after forwarding to Adelaide the 
despatch which has now reached ns, proceeded 
westward upon some other business intrusted to 
him by the Government. 

‘‘ It seems fated that every chapter of the unfor- 
tunate Burke exploration shall be marked with 
unusual interest. The failures at the banning 
of the enterprise, the tiagedy of the explorers’ 
deaths^ and the reiztarkabto reseme ^ the miryivbr 
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Sing, are now followed by a subject of interest alto- 
gether new and mysterious. Certmn as it is that 
M'Kinlay caimot have discovered the remains of 
Burke’s party, as he so firmly believed he had, it 
is equally clear that some other white men must 
have met their deaths at the spot reached by him, 
and that those deaths were, to all appearance, the 
result of foul play. That the remains foimd by 
M*Kinlay cannot have been those of Burke and 
Wills, disinterred, removed, and mangled after 
death, may be inferred from a number of circum- 
stances detailed by him in the extracts which we 
have given from his diary. It will be seen that 
marks of violence were found on the remains, that 
there were indications of white men having 
camped in the neighbourhood (which was far 
distant from any camp of Burke’s), that one of the 
natives bore marks of having been engaged in a 
conflict where pistols were used, and that, lastly, 
the natives themselves said the bones were those 
of white men who had been murdered and eaten. 
All this would probably appear conclusive to 
Mr. M^Kinlay that he had ascertained the fate of 
the explorers whom he had been in search of. 
He was prepared for such a result, and there were 
many circumstances favourable, to its probability. 

saw even, as he believed, pontive indications 
of '<^UQels having been at the place where he 
found the graves; and yet, it will be seen, he 
fp^ika bf Appearances indicating that the xwosains 
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were buried a long time ago, and states that some 
of the human hair discovered was in a state of 
decay. This certainly would not accord with the 
supposition of the remains being those of Burke. 

. But it IS useless to seek an explanation of this 
strange matter from the facts at present before us. 
It is a mystery which will have further to be in- 
quired into, and which Mr. M'Kinlay himself 
will perhaps be able to throw some light upon 
when he reviews all the particulars of the discovery, 
with the knowledge before him that Burke and 
his companions were not killed by the natives, but 
died from starvation, and were buried at places far 
distant from the spot where these new remains 
were discovered.” 

The following extract from M‘Kinlay'8 diary 
details the incidents here spoken of more mi- 
nutely. 

“ October 2\st . — Up in good time. Before start- 
ing for the grave went round the lake, taking 
Mr. Hodgkinson with me, to see if natives 
wore really on the lake, as I did not intend 
saddling the camels to-day if there were no natives 
here, intending to leave our camp unprotected— 
rather unwise, but being so short of hands could 
not help it, the grave being much out of sight. 
Found no natives round the lake, nor any very 
recent trac^, saving that some of t^ trees were 
still burning that they (when here last) had 
lighted. We 8t»^ «t <moe for the grave, taking 
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a canteen of water with ns and all the arms. On 
arrival removed the ground carefully, and close to 
the top of the earth found the body of a European 
enveloped in a flannel shirt with short sleeves—a 
piece of the breast of which I have taken — the 
flesh, I may say, completely cleared from the 
bones, and very little hair but what must have 
been decomposed ; what little there was, I have 
taken. Description of body : Skull marked with 
slight sabre cuts, apparently two in number — one 
immediately over the left eye, the other on the 
right temple, inclining over right ear, more deep 
than the left ; decayed teeth existed in both sides 
of lower jaw and right of upper; the other 
teeth were entire and sound. In the lower jaw 
were two teeth — one on each side (four between 
in front) rather projecting, as is sometimes called 
in the upper jaw ‘ back teeth.’ I have measured 
the bones of the thigh and leg as well as the arm 
with*a cord, not having any other method of doing 
it ; gathered all the bones together and buried them 
again, cutting a lot of boughs and other wood and 
putting over top of the earth. Body lies head 
south, feet north, lying on face, head severed from 
body. On a small tree immediately south we 
marked > ME, 21st Oct., 61.’ Immediately this 
w^ over we questioned the native further on the 
subject of his death. He says he was killed by a 
strokci from what the natives call a^ sword .(an 
cl j fom, Am to %ht feet 
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long, and very formidable). He showed ns where 
the whites had been attacked when encamped. We 
saw lots of fish-bones, but no evidence there on the 
trees to suppose whites had been there. They had 
certainly chosen a very bad camp, in the centre 
of a box scrub, with native huts within 150 to 
200 yards of them. On further examination we 
found the dung of camels and horse or horses 
evidently tied up a long time ago. Between 
that and the grave we found another grave, evi- 
dently dug with a spade or shovel, and a lot of 
human hair of two colours, that had become 
decomposed in the skin of the skull and fallen off 
in flakes, some of which I have also taken. I 
fancy they must all have been murdered here. 
Dug out the new-fotmd grave with a stick, the 
only instrument we had, but found no remains of 
bodies, save one little bone. The black accounted 
for this in this manner — he says they had eaten 
them. Found in an old fireplace immediately 
adjoining what appeared to be bones very well 
burnt, but not in any quantify. In and about 
the last grave named, a piece of light blue 
tweed and fragments of paper, and small pieces of 
a Nautical Almanac were found, and an exploded 
Eley’s cartridge; no appearance on any of the 
trees of bullet marks as if a struggle had taken 
place. On a further examination of the blacks* 
camp where the pint pot was found, there was 
also found a tin canton similar to what is use^ for 
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keeping napbtba in, or some sack stuff, both of 
which we keep. The natives say that any memos 
the whites had are back on the last camp we were 
at on the lake with the natives, as well as the 
iron*work of saddles, etc., which on our return we 
mean to endeavour to recover, if the blacks can 
be found. It may be rash, but there is necessity 
for it. Intend before returning to have a further 
search.’* 

The next day they dug up a quantity of baked 
horsehair, which had apparently been used for 
saddle stuffing. The hostility displayed by the 
blacks compelled Mr. M‘Kinlay and his party to 
fire upon them. The mystery attached to the 
remains here spoken of has yet to be cleared up. 
The idea at first entertained that they were those 
of Gray is not tenable. A glance at the map will 
show that Gray died and was buried far away 
to the N.E. of M‘Kinlay’s track. 

On the day of King’s arrival in Melbourne, my 
son’s watch, a gold chronometer, which he had 
used to calculate the longitudes by, was duly 
delivered to me in presence of the Governor; 
also his last letter, distinctly traced in a firm hand 
on a ruled page tom from some book. It was 
not sealed, but neatly wrapped in a loose cover. 
The relic is invaluable. 
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HE. WILLs’s LAST LETTER TO HIS FATHER. BROUQBT 
DOWN BY KING. 

« Cooper’s Creek, 27 June, 1861* 

"My dear Father, 

“ These are probably the last lines you will 
ever get from me. We are on the point of starva- 
tion, not so mucli from absolute want of food, but 
from the want of nutriment in what we can get. 

“Our position, although more provoking, is 
probably not near so disagreeable as that of poor 
Harry* and his companions. We have had very 
good luck, and made a most successful trip to Car- 
pentaria, and back to where we had every right to 
consider ourselves safe, having left a dep6t here 
consisting of four men, twelve horses, and six 
camels. They had provisions enough to have 
lasted them twelve months with proper economy, 
and we had also every right to expect that we 
should have been immediately followed tip from 
Menindie by another party with additional pro- 
visions and every necessary for forming a per- 
manent dep6t at Cooper’s Creek. The party we 
loft here had special instructions not to leave until 
our return, unless from uhsohte necessity. We left 
the creek with nominally three months’ supply, but 
they were reckoned at little over the rate of half 
rations. We calculated on having to eat some of 
the camela. By the greatest good luck, at every 

* Hany, kis cousiu, Lieut Le Yeieompte, wko peridi^ wiili Sit 
John Franklin. 
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tarn, we crossed to the gnlf, throagh a good deal of 
fine country, almost in a straight line from here. 
On the other side the camels suffered considerably 
from wet ; we had to hill and jerk one soon after 
starting hack. We had now been out a little 
more than two months, and found it necessary to 
reduce the rations considerably ; and this began to 
tell on all hands, but I felt it by far less than any 
of the others. The great scarcity and shyness of 
game, and our forced marches, prevented our 
supplying the deficiency from external sources to 
any great extent ; but we never could have held 
out but for the crows and hawks,’ knd the portiilac. 
The latter is an excellent vegetable, and I believe 
secured our return to this place. We got back 
here in four months and four days, and found the 
party had left the Creek the same day, and we 
were not in a fit state to follow them. 

“ I find I must close this, that it may be planted ; 
but I will write some more, although it has not so 
good a chance of reaching you as this. You have 
great claims on the committee for their neglect. 
I leave you in sole charge of what is coming to 
me. The whole of my money I desire to leave to 
my sisters; other matters I pass over for the 
present. Adieu, my dear Father. Love to Tom. 

“W.J. Wills. 

“I think to live about four or five days. My 
spintii we excellent.” 

• Tom, hU brother in Melbourne. 
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The remark that 1 had great claims on the 
committee was inserted in the letter, as King 
informed me, in consequence of Mr. Burke ob- 
serving, ** Wills, be sure to say somethings to that 
effect.” The letter was read to Burke and King 
by my son, as soon as he had concluded it. On 
King’s examination, he was questioned as follows, 
on this point : 

Qu. 1068. “ Do you see that letter — \j>owimg to 
the Utter torittm hy Mr. WilU to his father'\ ? — That 
is the letter Mr. Wills read. 

1069. “ Did he read it out for the purpose of 
being corrected if there was any statement in it 
that was not quite correct ? — I believe the reason 
was, in case the letter should be founds that he 
should not say anything to our disadvantage, 
mine or Mr. Burke’s ; he thought that we would 
see it was the truth and nothing but the truth. — 
[ Watch producedl — That is the watch Mr. Wills 
desired the survivor to give to his father, which I 
have done. 

1070. “There was a pocket-book, was there 
not? — Yes, which Mr. Burke gave me on the 
evening before his death, requesting me to deliver 
it to Sir William Stawell, but under any circum- 
stances I was not to deliver it to any other gentle- 
man of the committee^ I delivered it to Sir 
William Stawell this moming. 

1071. “ Did you know anjrthing of ^e nature 
of the contents of it ?‘^No, ^eept Vrhat Mr. 
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Burke read to me affecting myself, and which Sir 
William Stawell has read to me this morning. 
The same book I showed to Mr. Howitt, telling 
him that it was Mr. Burke’s desire that I should 
deliver it to Sir William Stawell himself. Mr. 
Burke also gave me his watch, and told me it was 
the property of the committee ; the same I de- 
livered to Mr. Howitt. 

1072. “You kept possession of the book? — ^Yes, 
and gave it over to Sir William Stawell this 
morning. 

1073. “How did you preserve all those things 
while with the blacks? — I had a small canvas 
pouch, which I always carried about with me on 
my person. 

1074. “ Did they ever covet anything ? — Yes, 
they used often to make me show them the con- 
tents of it.” 

The letter and watch being handed to Mr. 
Burke, my son then lent him his pistol, the only 
defence he could have retained against hostile 
attack, and lying on the bare ground, resigned to 
his fete, urgently requested them to leave him. 
Imagination, with all the aid of poetical fancy, can 
conceive no posntion to exceed this in utter deso- 
lation. It has been said, and many may think, 
they ought not to have separated. No condder- 


aUm, or argument, j^uid Imve mdueed his two 
oooqMmidBs It was md^ a 

but felil^ m with the b 
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appeared to be the only chance of rescue for the 
whole party ; and had this fortunately happened 
before the sudden and total prostration of Burke, 
there can be no doubt they would have hastened 
immediately to bring the same succour to my son. 
King informed me that Mr. Burke was dreadfully 
distressed, and that he had great difficulty in per- 
sTiading him to go on. At times he would stop 
and exclaim, “ How can I leave him, that dear, 
good fellow ?” He was usually in the habit of 
addressing him as “ My dear boy,” for although 
twenty-seven, and wearing a beard, he had such a 
youthful appearance that few would have taken 
him for more than twenty when he left Melbourne. 

During the whole journey, and through all their 
trials, King said that not an approach to alter- 
cation, or a word of difference, ever took place 
between my poor boy and his leader. When I 
claimed the pistol above alluded to, it was con- 
sidered of too much consequence to be surrendered 
without minute investigation. To my first appli- 
cation I received the following diplomatic reply : 

“ Exploration Committee, 

“ Royal Society of Victoria, 

“ Victoria Streetip Melbourne, Jan, 28tb, 18G2. 

“ Sir, 

“ I have the honour to inform you that, at a 
committee meeting held 27th inst., the Honourable 
Dr. Wilkie in the chair, the subject of delivering 
the ‘ Burke ’ pistol to you, which you claim as 

z 
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your late son’s properly, was discussed. The re- 
port of the Assistant-Secretary was to the effect 
that, as the tradesmen who supplied the fire-arms 
did not register the numbers, the identity of this 
particular pistol could not be traced as one sup- 
plied to the expedition ; hut that as there were 
several ‘ Colt’s ’ revolvers furnished, there is room 
for doubt as to whether this may not be one of 
them. 

“As the committee merely wishes to be fully 
satisfied of the validity of your claim before part- 
ing with such a melancholy and interesting relic, 
instructions have been given to apply to Mr. 
King for any information he may be able to 
supply, to guide the committee to a right decision. 

“ I have the honour to be, sir, 

“Your most obedient servant, 
“John Macadam, M.I)., 


“ W. Wills, Esq, M,D.” 


“ lion, SecrttiU'y, 


Finally, and with much trouble, after I know 
not how many meetings, and what amount of dis- 
cussion, the pistol was handed over to me, and is 
now in my possession. So much for my claims 
on the Committee, who are the only parties ac- 
quainted with the merits of my poor son from 
whom I have received anything like coldness or 
offence. On the day of King’s arrival, as the 
mad was leaving for England, I was anxious to 
obtain at once the letter which I knew was in 



ARRIVAL OF KINO IN MELBOURNE. 


339 


his possession. My earnestness interrupted an 
arrangement they had made for receiving him, and 
my unseasonable importunily, as it was considered, 
drew on me something bearing a close resemblance 
to a vote of censure. 

King, who although only a common soldier, has 
a heart and feelings which would do no dishonour 
to a gentleman of education, would have preferred 
coming into Melbourne, after the loss of his officers, 
at least unostentatiously, if not in sackcloth and 
ashes. But he was greeted with a howling and 
shouting more suitable to the reception of some 
notorious bush-ranger recently captured. Many, 
in common with myself, considered the ovation 
out of place and character; while others, and 
apparently the more numerous party, were of a 
different opinion. Perhaps it was well meant, 
and chacun a son gout. Public enthusiasm is not 
always gaugeable by the standard of reason or 
good taste. The following account was printed : — 

“ From about five o’clock, groups of persons 
anxious to welcome back the first who had crossed 
and re-crossed the Australian continent began to 
poiir into the station, and’ its vicinity was so 
crowded with cars and spectators that it was im- 
possible to reach the entrance. The arrival of the 
train was hailed with vociferous cheering. The 
carriage in which King was a passenger was at 
once recognized its being decorated with flags. 
Such was the * to see King that it was 

z 2 
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some time before the porters could reach the 
carriage door, and when they had reached it they 
experienced considerable difficulty in getting the 
door opened. Dr. Gilbee, who was accompanied 
by Dr. Macadam, was in attendance with his 
private carriage to convey King as quietly as 
possible to the Eoyal Institute, where the Ex- 
ploration .Committee and a numerous assemblago 
of ladies and gentlemen were in waiting to see 
him. Those gentlemen, however, were unable to 
reach the carriage ; and Dr. Wills, who was 
fortunately opposite the door, seeing that it was 
impossible for the arrangements to be carried out, 
immediately conveyed King to an open car and 
drove off. Dr. Gillbee and Dr. Macadam, with 
King’s sister, immediately followed. The cars 
were then rushed ; and cars, buggies, horses, and 
pedestrians raced along Collins Street to William 
Street, and thence to Government House. A 
great many were, of course, disappointed by this 
alteration, as it was generally expected that King 
would be received by His Excellency and the 
Committee at the Royal Institute, and therefore 
drove along the streets that were likely to facili- 
tate their reaching the institution before King’s 
arrival. On reaching Government House, King 
was assisted up stairs, for though he looked very 
healthy and robust ; he was scarcely able to stand. 
Jle was taken into the room adjoining the Chief 
Beoratfuyi's office, where he was shortly afterwards 
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joined by bis sister. Their meeting was, of course, 
strictly private. In a few minutes the approaches 
to Government House, the lobbies, stairs, and 
landing were impassably crowded, so that it was 
necessary for the police to clear a passage for His 
Excellency from his own office to that of the Chief 
Secretary. His Excellency, accompanied by Cap- 
tain Timins, entered the Chief Secretary’s office, 
and after a short conversation with Welch, who 
accompanied King to town, went into the ante- 
room, accompanied by Captain Timins, and 
followed by Dr. Wills, Welch, and Brahe. When 
Ilis Excellency entered the room. King and his 
sister respectfully stood up, but His Excellency 
requested them to be seated, as King was evi- 
dently unable to stand on his feet. The excite- 
ment was almost too much for the poor fellow, 
and it was thought advisable to get him away as 
speedily and as privately as possible to St. Kilda, 
where his sister resides. 

“ A few days afterwards, at a meeting of the 
Exploration Committee, a series of questions, more 
or less pertinent to the circumstance^ under which 
he appeared before them, were personally put to 
him by members of the committee, and which he 
answered calmly, displaying considerable intelli- 
gence and precision of mind in his replies to the 
rather discursive examination he was subjected to. 
The ' Ileraldf in reference to the interview, had 
the following observations : — John King was an 
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object of great and curious interest. Having 
come out of such great tribulation — having fasted 
for so many days in the desert — having been 
wasted by privations till he became so near death 
that for Death to have overcome him would have 
been no triumph — ^he was regarded with feelings 
similar to those which made the people say of 
Dante, * There goes the man who has been in 
Hades.’ Though only a subordinate, he is a man 
po^ssing, we should say — or, indeed, as we know 
— good leading qualities, the attributes of a hero ; 
and though his intellectual powers have not been 
highly cultivated, he evidently possesses no small 
share of intelligence. A man who would mind 
his own business, and not given to ask very many 
questions, which as things have turned out is to 
be regretted ; but with a memory capable of re- 
taining everything that came within liis knowledge. 
His coolness rather took aback those members of 
the committee, yesterday, who seemed to have 
come loaded to the muzzle with questions, which 
they proceeded to fire off indiscriminately. He 
seemed to knpw better than those inquisitors the 
way in which his examination should be con- 
ducted ; that the inquiry had a more important 
object than gratifying sheer curiosity ; and when 
he goes before the Royal Commission next Thurs- 
day they will find him a very good witness. The 
deepest sympathy was expressed by the meeting, 
and it will be most sincerely felt by every soul 
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to whom- his extraordinary history will become 
known. 

“The Exploration Committee held a private 
meeting on the 29th, at which King was present. 
He there stated that the tide rose and fell six 
inches at the part of the river where he was left 
by Messrs. Burke and Wills when they proceeded 
on foot with the object of discovering the sea. 
The gallantry of King is amply testified to by 
some memoranda in the handwriting of poor 
Burke — the last he ever wrote. The documents 
were contained in a pocket-book which the dying 
explorer committed to the care of the survivor, 
charging him to deliver it into the hands of Sir 
William Stawell. This last desire of his unfortu- 
nate commander was most scrupulously observed 
by King. The MS. ran as follows: — 

“ ‘ I hoj)c that we shall be done jiistice to. We 
liave fulfilled our task, but we have been aband 

. We have not been followed up as we 

expected, and the dep6t party abandoned their 
post. 

“ ‘ R. O’Hara Burke. 

“ ‘ Ctx)ixVs Crc(;k, June 26th.* 

“ ‘ King has behaved nobly. I hope that he will 
be properly cared for. He comes up the creek in 
accordance with my request. 

*** R. O’Hara Burke. 


“ ‘ Cooiier*$ Otcoky Juno 28ti[i«* 
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"Again, the next entry says — 

" ‘ Xing has behaved nobly. He has stayed with 
nie to the last, and placed the pistol in my hand, 
leaving me lying on the surface as I wished. 

“ ‘ R. O’H. Burkb: 

^ * Cooper’s Creek, June 28 th.* ** 


The following sketch of the journey across the 
continent of Australia, by Messrs. Burke and 
Wills, in a'letter from the Governor of Victoria, 
Sir Henry Barkly, to Sir Roderick Murchison, 
was read before the Royal Geographical Society 
in London on the 15th of January, 1862, and was 
ordered to be printed in their proceedings. TIjc 
letter also appeared in the ‘ Times' of the 15th of 
January ; — 

“ My dear Sir Roderick, 

“Knowing the interest you have ever taken 
in the exploration of the interior of Australia, and 
that you still occupy the post of Vice-President of 
the Royal Geographical Society, it was my inten- 
tion to address you fully by the present mail- 
steamer respecting the Victorian expedition under 
Burke and Wills, which you will Jeam has achieved 
the honour of first crossing from sea to sea, by a 
route far distant and utterly distinct from that of 
McDouall Stuart, from whose great feme as an 
eixplorer I have not the least derire to detract. 
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I wished, indeed, as the expedition had cost 
the gallant leaders of it their lives, to narrate in a 
connected form its design and history from the 
very commencement, in order that it might serve 
the Geographical Society as a record, and prevent 
any misconception of the causes which have 
marred its triumphant result. 

“I find, however, that the pressure of other 
business will prevent my carrying out this design, 
and I must content myself therefbre with forward- 
ing the newspapers which contain the best report 
of what has recently come to light, together with 
the diaries of Burke and Wills, as published in a 
pamphlet form, and lastly with a map of Australia, 
on which our Surveyor-General has added to other 
recent explorations, a reduced tracing of the track 
of the expedition, from the dep6t on Cooper’s 
Creek to the Gulf of Carpentaria, where it struck, 
as would appear, tlie Flinders River, and not the 
‘ Albert,’ as the explorers supposed. 

“ I would refer you, at the same time, for precise 
details of the whole enterprise to my several de- 
jiatchcs of 21st of August, 1860 ; 20th of July, and 
20th of November, 1861 ; which I am confident 
the Duke of Newcastle will put at your disposal 
for the information of the Geographical So<aety, if 
applied to. 

“ On one account I am not sorry to be obliged 
to postpone a detailed communication on the sub- 
ject, for it would be difficult to tell Ike sad stoiy of 
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the sufferings and death of the brave men who re- 
turned to the spot where they expected to find 
friends and maple store of provisions and clothing, 
only to find the dep6t abandoned, and to perish 
miserably in default of assistance, without at least 
implying blame in some quarter or other ; and, as a 
good deal is still enveloped in mystery, and I have 
appointed a commission of inquiry to take evidence 
and report thereupon, it would obviously be im- 
proper in me to anticipate their conclusion. 

“The sole survivor of the party who crossed 
the continent, John King, once, I believe, a soldier 
in India, is expected to reach Melbourne to-night ; 
and with the aid of his recollections of the journey, 
the Surveyor-General hopes to be enabled to add 
to the chart on a large scale, which he is constnict- 
ing from Mr. Wills’s field books, fuller particulars 
as to the nature of the country ; as well as to sup])ly 
some blanks which were evidently left to be filled 
in afterwards, especially in regard to the loute 
back, which, from the determination at our (ob- 
servatory of one of his earlier camps, from an 
observation of one of the planets which is recorded, 
seems to have been considerably to the eastward of 
the course pursued in going, though tin’s is not 
expressly so stated. 

“I need hardly add that as soon as Mr. Ligar- 
finishes this chart I will send you copies of it, as 
also the report of the commission of inquiry, 

“ The country towards Carpentaria or Burke’s 
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Land — as I* hope it will be called — seems so good 
that there can be little doubt of the formation, at 
no distant date^, of a colony on the shores of that 
estuary ; — a project which you have long, I know, 
had at heart; and before we recal the several 
parties sent out for the relief of the missing expe- 
dition, I trust we shall be able so &r to complete 
the task as to connect the settled countiy, by Mr. 
Howitt’s aid, with Burke’s Land by the best possible 
route ; and, by means of the pariy sent by sea in 
the Victoria steamer, to add greatly to our know- 
ledge of the Gul^ and of the embouchures of the 
different rivers falling into it. 

“ Believe me ever, 

“ My dear Sir Eoderick, 

“ Yours very truly, 

“Henry Barkly. 

“ Govcroment Ofpces, Melbourne, 

25 th November, 1861. 

“ P.S. — After I had finished my letter, I received 
a memorandum from the Surveyor-General re- 
s[)ecting Mr. Wills’s astronomical observations, 
which is of so much importance that I enclose it 
for your information, not having time to get a copy 
made. 

«H. B.” 

Tt has been remarked, with some disposition 
to draw uncharitable TOnclusions therefrom, that 
no religious expressions, or any specifio references 
to that all-important subject^ are to be found in the 
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field-books and journals that have bden pven to 
the public. On this point, King said, in reply to 
Question 1714, "I wish to state, •^ith regard to 
there being no particular tokens of religion re- 
corded in any part of the diaries, that we each had 
our Bible and Prayer-book, and occasionally read 
them going and coming back ; and also the evening 
before the death of Mr. Burke, I am happy to say, 
he prayed to Gk)d for forgiveness for the past, and 
died happy, a sincere Christian, 

The curtain drops here on the histoiy of the 
great Victorian Exploring Expedition, and little 
more remains to be told of its results or short- 
comings. The continent was crossed, the Gulf 
reached, and the road indicated by the hardy 
pioneers, which their successors will find it com- 
paratively easy to level and macadamize. Al- 
ready the stimulant of the Burke and Wills cata- 
^rqphe has called into active exercise the succes- 
sive expeditions and discoveries of Howitt, Norman, 
Walker, Landsborough, and M‘Kinlay. Others 
will rapidly follow, with the characteristic energy 
and perseverance of the Saxon race. Noav that 
time has, to a certain extent, allayed the poignant 
grief of those who are most nearly and dearly in- 
terested in the fate of the original explorers ; when 
first impulses have cooled down, and the e.vcitc- 
ment of personal feelings has given way l^eforo un- 
questionable evidence, we may safely ascribe, m far 
m human agencies are concerned, the comparative 
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failure of the enterprise to the following specific 
causes : — 

1. The double mistake on the part of the leader, 
of dividing and subdividing his forces at Menindie 
and Cooper’s Creek 

2. The utter unfitness of Wright for the position 
in which he was placed ; 

3. The abandonment by Brahe of the depot at 
Cooper’s Creek 

4. The resolve of the surviving explorers to 
attempt the route by Mount Hopeless, on their 
liomeward journey ; 

And lastly, to the dilatory inefficiency of the 
Committee, in not hurrying forward reliefs without 
a moment’s delay, as the state of circumstances 
became gradually known to them. 

It is not so easy to estimate the relative quantity 
of blame which ought justly to attach to all who 
are implicated. Each will endeavour to convince 
himself that his own share is light, and that the 
weight of the burden should fall on the shoulders 
of some one else. Meanwhile, there remain for the 
heroic men who died in harness without a murmur 
in the unflinching exercise of their duty, an un- 
dying name, a public funeral, and a national 
monument ; the unavailing sympathy and respect 
which rear an obelisk instead of bestowing a ribbon 
or a pension ; recorded honours to the unconscious 
dead, in place of encouraging rewards^ to the tri- 
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umphant living. A reverse of the picture, had it 
been permitted, might have been more agreeable ; 
but the lesson intended to be conveyed, and the 
advantages to he derived from studying it, would 
have been far less salutaiy and profitable. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Tiottors of sympathy and condolence: from Sir Henry Barkly; Major 
Ki'orton Warlnirton ; A. J. Baker, Esq. ; P. A. Jennings, Esq, ; 
Dr. HiiclkT ; The Council of Ballaarat East ; Robert Watson, Esq. ; 
Jolin Lavington Evans, Esq. — Meeting at Totncs — Resolution to 
ertH^t a Monument to Mr. Wills — Proceedings in the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society of Loudon — Letter from Sir Roderick Murchison to 
Dr. Wills—Dr. Wills’s reply — The Lost Explorers, a poetical tribute 
— Concluding observations. 

As soon as my son’s death became publicly known, 
and there could no longer be a doubt on the sub- 
ject, letters of condolence and sympathy poured in 
upon mo from many quarters. From these I 
select a few as indicating the general impression 
produced by his untimely fate, and the estimation 
in which ho was held by those who were person- 
ally acquainted with him. The afflicting event 
was communicated to his mother in Totnes, Devon, 
by a telegram a fortnight before the regular mail, 
accompanied by the following letter from Sir 
Henry Barkly, Governor of Victoria ; — 
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“ Government 0£Boe, Melbourne, 
November 26th, 1861. 

“Dear Madam, 

“ Though you will hear of the bereavement 
which has befallen you in the loss of your gallant 
son from those that are near and dear both to you 
and to himself, I cannot refrain, in the position I • 
have the honour to hold, from adding my assur- 
ance of the sympathy of the entire community 
with your grief, and the universal admiration of 
his abilities as displayed throughout the expedition, 
and which his noble and heroic conduct to the last 
hour of his life have inspired. 

“You may rely upon it that the name of 
William John Wills will go down to posterity, 
both at home and in this colony, amongst tlie 
brightest of those who have sacrificed their lives 
for the advancement of scientific knowledge utuI 
the good of their fellow-creatures. 

“Believe me, dear Madam, 

“ Yours very respectfully, 
(Signed) “ Henry Bark ly. 

Governor of Victoria. 

Wills, Totnes, Devon,*’ 

Sir Henry also moved in the committee an«l the 
motion was carried nem. con,, that from the impor- 
tant part Mr. Wills had taken, the expedition 
should be called, “ The Burke and Wills exploring 
Expedition,” Some spiteful remarks by opposite 
partisans were made in the Afelhouvnc Avgus on 
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this very natural and complimentary resolution. 
An advocate on one side said, “ If the expedition 
had failed would it have been called the Burke 
and Wills Expedition ? — We opine not.” To which 
another replied the following day, in the same 
columns, “ Would the expedition have succeeded if 
Wills had not been there ? — We opine not.” 
None would have regretted these invidious obser- 
vations more than the generous, free-hearted Burke, 
and my gallant son, had they lived to see them. 
They had no petty jealousies. Each knew his 
position, and they acted throughout with unswerv- 
ing confidence as friends as well as associated 
explorers. 

It was asserted by Burke’s enemies that he was 
violent, and not having sufficient command over 
himself, was therefore unfitted to command others. 
Tliis conclusion, sound enough in the abstract, is 
more easily made than proved, and in the present 
instance receives direct contradiction from the 
undeviating cordiality between the leader and his 
second. In the cases of Landells and Dr. Beckler, 
universal opinion pronounced Burke to be in the 
right. 


From Major Egerton Wdrburton. 

“My dear Dr. Wills, Adelaide. 

“ Vain as must be any consolation that can be 
offered to you under the circumstances of almost 
unparalleled distress attending the loss of your son, 

2 A 
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I cannot but avail myself of our acquaintancesbip 
to express my most humble and hearty sympathy 
in the terrible catastrophe. 

Anger and horror combine to drive us away 
from the contemplation of the causes of this tragic 
termination of a feat of heroism and endurance 
such as has been rarely before achieved ; and we 
turn with deep sorrow and admiration to dwell 
upon that noble display of faithful, patient courage 
which calmly awaited an early and unbefriended 
grave on the spot where the foot-prints of triumpli 
Were reasonably to have been expected. 

“We all share in your grief, and would fain 
hope that this may somewhat lessen its bitterness 
to you ; but it must be a source of pride and com- 
fort to you to remember that your son died liaving 
done his duty to his country and bis companions. 
More than this no man can do, live be ever so 
long, and few there are who do so nnich. 

“Permit me to subscribe myself a deep sym- 
pathiser with you in your affliction, 

“J. Egerton Warburton.” 

The Major had been a candidate for the office ol 
leader, but his conditions as to his second wort! 
objected to. The next letter is from a gentleman 
who had accompanied Major Warburton as second 
on some explorations from Adelaide. At Totnes 
X Imew him when a boy. 
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“ Doiset Terrace; Adelude. 

“My dear Sir, 

“ I truly qrmpathize with you in the loss you 
have met with in so heroic and superb a fellow as 
your son. I cannot read his journals without 
wishing that I had been with him, for his qualities 
as an explorer were perfect in my humble opinion. 
The news of his sad death has been a great blow 
to all of us, and we sincerely feel for you in your 
affliction. But though dead in the flesh, the brave 
spirit of your son will stand emblazoned on the 
pages of our country’s history as one of those heroes 
who have died for the cause in which he was en- 
gaged, in the flush of victoi’y, cheerfully fulfilling 
his duties to the last. 

“I cannot believe that Wright and Brahe ever 
returned to Cooper’s Creek. If they had done so 
a stockman so well experienced in tracking as 
Wright must be, would have detected the presence 
)f signs that might escape the eye of one less prac- 
ised ; for it is ascertained now that the stores had 
jecn I'cmoved about the time that Brahe left, and 
icforc, as they say, they returned in company. 

“ I also believe that, had Burke taken his com- 
)anions’ advice, and followed down Brahe’s tracks, 
hey would have been saved, for it is well ^own 
0 all travellers that animals will feel oh^r^ in 
dlowing the footsteps of their late associates ; 
ut to attenapt to force his party to explore new 
ountiy when a wellTknown rpute was open to -him 

2 A 2 
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was little short of madness. I have not patience 
to criticize Wright and Brahe’s conduct. If Brahe 
had even left more stores, clothing ' especially, we 
should have had the pleasure of welcoming the 
explorers home. 

“ But God’s wise providence knows what is best, 
and in saying, His will be done, I pray that He 
may comfort you and yours in this great bereave- 
ment. Mrs. B. and my daugliter unite with me in 
kindest regards, and believe me to be aS ever, 

“ My dear sir, 

“ Your sincere friend, 

“Arthur John Baker.” 

From P. A. Jennings, Esq., St. Amaud, Victoiia. 

“St. Arnaud, IVcetiilxjr 15th, IbOl. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ I did not like to intrude U 2 )on yeur 
before ; but I feel desirous of now testifying the 
sympathy of myself and frieruls at St. Arnaiui 
with you under your heavy aflliction. I had the 
pleasure of forming an intimacy with your 
lamented and gallant son during his stay here ; an 
intimat^ which soon ripened into a true frit tid- 
ship. 

“ It was in the year 1858, from March to July, 
that your son stopped in ibis vicinity, as the pro- 
laiiear of the survey of this town. I was thrown 
xiiitch into his company, and soon leatncd to ap- 
pxedlatehis amiahle and noble disptMition. My 
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mother and sisters, who also found pleasure in his 
society, had the deepest regard and admiration for 
him ; and the expedition in which he was engaged 
therefore possessed an unusual interest for us. 

“ I assure you I can hardly find words to express 
our feelings, at the thought of his fate, and the 
base desertion of Burke and himself by those who 
should have endeavoured to sustain them. I had 
the most profound confidence in your son’s ability 
as an explorer, knowing well the varied nature of 
liis scientific attainments, his great practical know- 
ledge of bush life, and the clear common sense 
which was his leading characteristic. Many a 
time we have talked about him ; and every time we 
mentioned his name the same feeling of assurance 
in his safe return was always expressed, even to 
the last. Snell was our confidence in him. A 
Aveek before the sad tidings of his death reached 
Melbourne, 1 had a conversation with Mr. Byerly, 
whom I then met accidentally, and who had just 
returned from Queensland. Our conversation 
reverted to your son, and Mr. Byerly coincided 
with me in my faith in him, but remarked that all, 
his exertions could be of little avail if not properly 
supported. Mr. Byerly had at first expressed a 
fear that the party Jiad hem allowed to perish 
through the remissness of those whose duty it 
should have been to use every possible means to 
rescue them in the proper time. His words were, 
unfortunately, prophetic. 
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** I know, my dear sir, that almost anything like 
consolation for you now must come from other 
than man, hut I could not help saying these few 
words to you ; and I know that no persons uncon- 
nected by blood with your family, and enjoying 
such brief personal acquaintance with your son as 
myself, and mother and sisters, can be more sin- 
cerely or deeply moved at the harrowing record of 
his untimely fate. Indeed, it has cast a gloom over 
every one ; and the hardest he&rt could not but be 
affected by such a noble spectacle as the last days 
of his glorious life present. 

“ It is proposed here to erect an obelisk to his 
memory, and I am about to get one of the streets 
named after him. I cannot commit myself to 
write further on the subject, but will conclude by 
subscribing myself, 

“ Yours, ever faithfully, 

“P. A. Jexxixgs. 

“ W. WiUs, Esq., M.D.” 

JPVom Dr. Mueller. 

“I)ecoinlx;r 11th, 180 1 . 

"Mr DEAR Doctor, 

"His Excellency informed me by note last 
night that Mr. Heales thinks to leave the con- 
sideration of everything connected with the great 
and glorious enterprise of your son and Mr. Burke, 
to the Commission, which Mr. Heales will pro- 
bably have installed before leaving oiffce. 

" His Excellency adds, that every thought shall 
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be given, that the family who immortalized their 
name by the work of your lamented son shall not 
be forgotten. I hope to be in town to-morrow, 
and will do myself the pleasure of calling on you. 

“ Very regardfully yours, 

“ Feed. Mueller.” 

The ‘ Melbourne Advertiser,’ of December the 
4th, 1861, contained the following leading para- 
graph : 

“ It is the intention of Mr. O’Shanassy to place 
a sum of 5000Z. on the Estimates towards the erec- 
tion of a national monument to Burke and Wills, 
and it is believed a like amount will be raised by 
public subscription in various parts of the colony ; 
so til at the aggregate amount will enable us to 
raise a memorial worthy of Victoria, and worthy 
of the heroes whom we design to honour. This is 
as it should be. Burke and Wills achieved a 
splendid exploit : their lives were the forfeit .of 
their daring ; and we owe it to their reputation, 
as well as to our own character, to preserve a 
durable record of their great achievement, and to 
signalize to after-ages our admiration of its simple' 
grandeur, and our gratitude to the brave men who 
accomplished it. A time will come when a belt of 
settlements will connect the shores of Port Phillip 
with those of the Gulf of Carpentaria ; when, on 
the banks of the Albert or of the Flinders, a 
populous city will arisen and will constitute the 
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mtreptt of our commerce with the Indies; and 
when beaten roads will traverse the interior^ and 
a line of electric telegraph will bisect the continent. 
The happy valley of Prince Basselas was not more 
verdant or more fertile than much of the country 
passed through by the explorers, whose loss we 
deplore ; and it is certain that these beautiful soli- 
tudes will be rapidly occupied by the £ocks and 
herds of the squatter. Agricultural settlements 
will follow; towns and villages will be established, 
gold-fields probably discovered, and waves of popu- 
lation will overflow and will fertilize vast tracts of 
country which we have hitherto concluded to be a 
sterile desert. These events will owe their initia- 
tion to the adventurous pioneers who first crossed 
the continent from sea to sea. Theirs was the 
arduous effort ; theirs the courage, endurance, and 
sustaining hope; theirs the conflict witli danger 
and the great triumph over difficulties; theirs 
the agony of a lingering death, and theirs the 
mournful glory of a martyr’s crown. Defrauded, 
as it were, of the honours which would have 
rewarded them had they lived to receive the con- 
gratulations they had earned, it becomes the me- 
lancholy duty of their fellow-citizens to perpetuate 
the memory of Burke and Wills by a monument 
which shall testify to their worth and our muni- 
ficence.” 
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From Dr. Mudler. 

** Melbourne, December 2l8t, 1861. 

“ My VERY DEAR DOCTOR, 

“ I need not assure you that I shall be but 
too happy to render you any services within my 
power, and especially such as are connected with 
doing justice to your poor and great son. 

“ Having been duly authorized by you to secure 
the pistol of your late son, I will take an early 
opportunity to claim it for you and bring it to 
your son Thomas. I will also very gladly do what 
I can in restoring to you any other property I may 
hear of as belonging to your lamented son William. 
As soon as Professor Neumayer returns, we can 
learn with exactness what instruments were your 
son’s. I will also inquire about the telescope. I 
believe I forgot mentioning to you, that it would 
bo a source of the highest gratification to me to 
call some new plant by the name of the family, 
who claim as their own, one of now imperishable 
fame. But I will not be unmindful that, in offer- 
ing an additional tribute, humble as it is, to your 
son’s memory, it will be necessary to select, for the 
Willsia, a plant as noble in the Australian flora as 
the young savant himself who sacrificed his life 
in accomplishing a great national and never-to-be- 
forgotten enterprise. 

Trusting, my dear and highly valued friend, that 
the greatness of the deed will, to a certain extent. 
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inemte your grief and sorrow for an Irreparable 
loss, and that Providence may spare you long in 
iiealtb and happiness, for your family. 

“ I remain, 

“ Your feitbfully attached, 

“ Feed. Mubllek. 

“W.Willa,E8q., M.D.” 


** Melbourne Botanical Gardens, 

January 5th, 1862, 

“ Mt dear Db. Wills, 

“ It affords me a melancholy satisfaction that 
the humble tribute which I wish to pay to the 
memory of your lamented son, in attaching his 
name to the enclosed plant, elicited such kind re- 
cognition from yourself. I need not assure you 
that I shall continue to maintain, as I have done 
on all previous occasions, that only by the skilful 
guidance and scientific talents of your unfortunate 
son, the great geographic success is achieved, which 
he sealed with his heroic death. 

“We can only now deeply deplore the loss of 
such a man, and award that honour to his memory 
which his great exploit for ever merits. 

“ With the deepest sympathy for you, ever dear 
and reflected friend, 

“ Yours, 

“ Feed. Mueller. 
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“The plant is thus registered in the ‘Fragnfehta 
PhytographisB Australias — 

“EREMOPHILA WILLSII 

“Speciem Eremophiks Goodwinii (P. M; Report on the Plants of 
Babbage’s ^Expedition, p. 17) propinquam tesqua Australia} centralis 
omantem, elegi ut botanicis recordarem gloriam nunquam obliviscen- 
dam intrepidi et ingeniosi sed infelicissimi Gulielmi Wills, qui primo 
terrain Australia} continentalem a litore ad litus peragravit, sua morte 
praxxxjissima in tacito eremo tiiumpbum aeternum agens.”*^ 

From Dr. Mueller, 

^ June 6tb, 1862. 

“ Dear Dr. Wills, 

“ Once more I wish you a most cordial good- 
bye, and trust that in the circle of your family you 
will feel some consolation for the dreadful bereave- 
ment which has befallen you in the loss of your son. 
I^fay it alleviate your affliction to some small 
extent, to remember that your son has gained by 
the sacrifice of his precious life a world-wide fame, 
and an appreciation which will remain unoblite- 
rated throughout all ages. 

“ With the deepest solicitude for your health and 
hajjpiness, I remain, my very dear Dr. Wills, 

“ Your attached friend, 

“Feed. Mueller.” 


* ** I have chosen a sixjcics of Eremophila resembling Goodwin’s, which 
fuloms ilio deserts of central Australia, to record by botany the glory 

never to be forgotten of the ii^trepid and talented, but most unfortunate, 
William Wilis, who was the first to traverse the continent of Australia 
iVom shore to^ shore, winning for himself, by his too early death in the 
silent wilderness, an eternal triumph.” 
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At an earlier period, tlie Municipal Council of 
Ballaarat East paid me the Compliment of the 
subjoined address : — 


« To W. Wills, Esq., M.D. 

“ Council Chamber, 

Ballaarat East, 

Nov. 7th, 18C1. 

“Sir, 

“The Municipal Council of Ballaarat East, 
for itself and on behalf of the native community of 
this district, with feelings of the deepest sorrow 
and commiseration, beg leave to sympathize with 
you in the most severe and irreparable bereavement 
which you are so unfortunately called upon to bear 
in the loss of yonr worthy and devoted son, Mr. 
William John Wills. It would however hope that 
all possible consolation will be yours in the know- 
ledge of his having nobly and successfully accom- 
plished his mission, the benefits of which cannot 
be too highly appreciated by the whole of the in- 
habitants of the Australian Colonies ; and whicli 
must secure to his future memory, under the unfor- 
tunate circumstances by which he was sacrificed, 
not only honour and fame, hut the sympathy, love, 
and respect of his fellow-men in all parts of Her 
Majesty’s dominions, and in every civilized coun- 
tiy throughout the world. These considerations 
the Council trusts you will endeavour to bring to 
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your aid in overcoming the intense grief with 
which you must be afflicted. 

“ I am, sir, 

“ In the most heartfelt sorrow, 

“ Yours very truly, 

“ W. B. Rodiee, 

Town Chrkr 

A proclamation in a supplement to one of the 
Melbourne Gazettes, towards the end of November, 
announced that the Governor, with the advice of 
the Executive Council, had directed that the por- 
tions of Main-street, Ballaarat East, lying between 
the Yarrowee River and Princess Street, shall 
hereafter be designated Wills Street, in memory of 
the companion of Burke. 

The two following letters, written by Devonians 
settled in Victoria, appeared in the Totnes 
‘Weekly Times’: — 


Batesford, Geelong, 

25th November, 1861* 

“Dear Sir, 

“ 1 have sent you by this mail the sad history 
of poor Burke and Wills, which I am sure will be 
read with painful interest by all your fellow- 
townsmen. The Melbourne papers have been 
very severe on the Exploration Committee, and it , 
it was my intention to have sent you copies of the 
‘ Argus,’ from 4th to 9th November, but they 
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cannot now be pirocured at any price. My brother 
will lend you bis, if you desire it. 

“Nothing that has occurred here for many 
years has thrown such a gloom over the whole of 
the Austrahan Colonies. We are generally, per- 
haps, a cold, unfeeling people, but there are few 
whose hearts have not been touched by this sad 
event. 

“ It is scarcely possible that you, accustomed as 
you are to the green pastures, the shady lanes, and 
crystal springs of dear old Devon, can realize to 
the full extent the sickening hardships they had to 
endure, or the cruel disappointment under which 
even they at last gave way. I cannot conceive a 
situation more heartrending than theirs must have 
been on their return to Cooper’s Creek, to find the 
depot abandoned. They had succeeded in accom- 
plishing the glorious feat which so many bravo 
men had tried in vain to accomplish ; they had 
endured hardships which might make the stoutest 
heart quail ; they had returned alive, but footsore, 
worn out and in rags, to where they might have 
hoped for help and succour ; they were on their 
way to where honour and glory, well and nobly 
earned, awaited them ; and now they must lie down 
in the dreary wilds of an almost unknown country, 
and die that most horrible of all deaths, starvation. 
They must have felt, too, that, worse than even this 
death itself, the fruits of their labours would, in 
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all probability, perish with them, their fate re- 
main unknown, and the glorious page of the 
world’s history which they would have written 
would be buried in oblivion, and all this — all this 
because 

“ ‘ Some one had blundered.’ 

“ It has been decided that the remains are to be 
brought to Melbourne and have a public funeral. 
Monuments are also to be erected to the memory 
of the brave fellows — 

“ These come too late, and almost mock whom they are intended to 
lionour.” 

Poor Wills ! you will remember him as a boy. 
It has occurred to me that Totnes may wish in some 
way to perpetuate the memory of one who perished 
so young and with such honour in a noble cause. 
Should it be so, J have asked my brother to be 
there with something from me. Every good man 
must deeply regret his loss, and sincerely sympa- 
thi/.e with his relatives and friends. 

“ * Your hero has jiassed to no ignoble grave ; 

He (lied not ere a deathless fame was won ; 

And earth must count amongst her true and brave, 

The brave and patient Wills, Devonia’s son.” 

“ I am, dear Sir, 

“Yours truly, 

“ Eqbt. Watson. 

“ To the Editor of the ‘ Totnes Times.’ ” 
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“ To the Editor of the * Totnes Weekly Times* 

“ Melbourae, Nbrember 26, 1861. 

“ By this mail, I have sent you the public jour- 
nals of this city, containing detailed accounts of the 
Exploring Expedition, despatched hence on the 
20th August last, to find its way to and return from 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. Only one of the party 
has succeeded in accomplishing this unparalleled 
undertaking, three having fallen victims to hunger 
and disease. R. O’Hara Burke was the leader of 
the Expedition, and W. J. Wills, a native of Tot- 
nes, and son of a physician from your locality, was 
the second in command, observer and astronomer. 
The Expedition had visited the Gulf, and had 
returned to Cooper’s Creek, where a depot had 
been formed, but unfortunately 'broken up only six 
hours before the return of the weary travellers. 
Their disappointment at finding such to be the 
case, you must gather from Wills’s journal, which 
was the best kept of the party, and is replete with 
information of the country through which they 
passed. To Mr. Wills, senior, the loss of his 
favourite son is a sad blow, under such distressing 
circumstances; yet, amid all, young Wills was 
full of spirit to the last, and his final entry in his 
joomal must have been made just six hours before 
he breathed his last. For him and for them, the 
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colonists in Australia have shed tears of sorrow^ 
and the Government have given instructions that 
their remains are to be brought to the city, and 
interred with all the pomp and solemnity befitting 
such an occasion. A sum of money is voted by 
Parliament to mark specially the event by erecting 
an obelisk in some conspjteuous part of the 
city, most probably in face of one of our Par- 
liament Houses. A number of Devonians, how- 
ever, have resolved to subscribe, and with the 
consent of the municipal authorities, wish to mark 
the event more especially in his native town ; 
and it is thought the Plains, at Totnes, is a 
suitable place for the erection of such a monu- 
ment. To that end, subscription lists will be 
opened in our principal towns, and by next 
mail I hope to report that satisfactory progress is 
being made. The school where he was educated 
(Ashburton), conducted, too, by a Totnes man, 
Mr. I’aige, has not. been forgotten ; and as there 
are schoolfellows of Wills’s in this colony, they 
also intend bearing testimony to his worth by 
placing a tablet, with the consent of the trus- 
tees, in the Grammar School of St. Andrew’s. 
None more worthy exists in that ancient hall of 
learning. 

“ In conclusion, I would just remark that the con- 
tinent has been traversed from north to south, but 
there is yet the important feat of crossing from east 
to west For whom is this wreath reserved ? Is 

2 B 
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|l to be won a Totnet or an AabbUrton nian, or 
ona from this oountij ? Ttmo will deddo. 

*• I remam, 

“ Yours truly, 

“ John Lavinoton Evans.” 

A correspondent to the * Bendigo Advertiser ’ 
concluded a long letter with the subjoined para- 
graph: — 

“ Poor Wills, the martyr, whose history of the 
journey is all that is left to us, i^ deserving of a 
nation’s tears : his youth — his enduring patience — 
his evenness of temper, which must have been 
sorely tried — ^his lively disposition even in extremi- 
ties — ^his devotion to his leader — all tend to stamp 
him as the real master-mind of the expedition, and 
as such let Victoria be justly proud of lum — let no 
&l8e dehcacy keep the memory of the noble youth 
from the pinnacle it is so justly entitled to.” 

The Mayor of Totnes, J. Derry, Esq., in com- 
pliance with a requisition from many of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, convened a meeting at the 
Guildhall on the 31st of January, 1862, which was 
most numerously attended. Eloquent speeches 
were made, extracts from the letters of Mr. 
Watson, and Mr.Lavington Evans, were read, and 
the following resolutions were unanimously passed : 

1. That this Meeting is of opinion that a 
Memorial should be erected in Totnes to the late 
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Mr* WiUiam Joliu Will^ who perished at Cooper’s 
Creek on his homeward journey, after, with three 
others, having for the first time successfolly crossed 
the great Island Continent of Australia.” 

** Perhaps when the subscriptions were received 
they would be able to decide what form the memorial 
should assume. It had been suggested that a tablet 
should be placed in the church, but he, Mr. Cuming, 
the mover, rather demurred to this : the church 
would not be a conspicuous place for it ; and as 
many would subscribe who did not attend the 
parish church, he thought the Plains, or some other 
public site, should be chosen, but it would be well 
to leave this matter for the present an open 
question.” 

“ 2. That a committee be now formed to solicit 
subscriptions for the purpose of carrying into effect 
the last resolution, and that such committee consist 
of the following gentlemen : — The Mayor, Messrs. 
Bontall, Kellock, Cuming, Presswell, Heath, 
Windeatt, Watson, Michelmore, Condy, Clarke, 
Ough, Endle ; with power to add to their number.” 

“ 3. That as soon as the subscription list is com* 
pleted, and the Devonshire men resident in the 
colony have communicated their wishes and in- 
tentions to the committee, according to the inti^ 
mations expressed . by them, the committee be 
requested to call a meeting of the subscribers to 
decide on the character of the memorial to be 
erected.” 


2 B 2 
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The sabscriptions at Totnes have been very 
liberal, and are still open. . Mr. Watson and his 
family contributed most liberally. The Duke of 
Somerset gave ten pounds. Each of the members, 
Admiral Mitchell, and various othmrs five pounds ; 
but the character of the monument has not yet been 
decided on. At Ashburton Grammar School a 
memorial has been erected, Mr. Lavington Evans 
and his brother contributing ten pounds from 
Australia. 

At the annual meeting of the Eoyal Geographical 
Society of London, held on the 26th of May, 1862, 
Lord Ashburton awarded the founder’s Gold Medal 
to the representative of the late Robert O’Hara 
Burke, and a gold watch to King. These were 
handed to his Grace the Duke of Newcastle, who 
attended in his public capacity as Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, and undertook to deliver 
them to the ' respective parties, with many justly 
eulogistic observations. Lord Ashbuiton read a 
paper on the progress of geographical science, and 
Sir R. Murchison, in the course of a notice on Aus- 
tralia, suggested that that portion wliich had been 
explored by Mr. Burke should be hereafter called 
‘ Burke’s Land.’ But it so happened that my son's 
name was neither mentioned nor alluded to in 
the published proceedings. 

At the first meeting of the Society for the pre- 
sent season, held on the 10th November, 1862,- and 
at which I was present, Sir Roderick Mhrchison 
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introduced the subject of Auslralian exploration 
in his address, in a manner quite unexpected by 
me. The next day 1 received the following official 
communication, which embodied the substance of 
what he had said, and nearly in the same words. 

“ To Dr. WiUs. 

« 15, Whitehall Plac^ 

11th November, 1862. 

“ Sir, 

“ At the first meeting of the Council of this 
Society, during this session, I brought under the 
consideration of my associates, a statement of the 
distinguished botanist. Dr. Mueller, of Victoria, 
to the cfiect that the friends of your deceased son 
were dissatisfied on finding that Mr. Burke, the 
leader of the late expedition to the Gulf of Car- 
pentaria, had received a gold medal, and that 
Mr. King had received a watch, whilst ho testi- 
monial of the services of Mr. Wills had been 
presented on the part of the Royal Geographical 
Society. 

“ Permit me to assure you that when the award 
of the gold medal was made, every mej||||||per of the 
Council, as well as myself, who proposed it, felt 
that to your son alone was due the determination 
of all the geographical points, by his astronomical 
observations, and that therefore the honour should 
be shared between the leader and himself. 

Continuing to entertain the same sentiments, 
and regretting that the rule of the society pre- 
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▼euted ihem firom granting more than one gold 
medal for an expedition, the Council have autho- 
rized me to offer this explanation to you, in order 
that it may be preserved as a memorial. 

“ As nothing less than a medal could have been 
adjudicated to so good a geographer as your 
lamented son, so I trust that this explanation, and 
the words which fell from me last evening at 
the general meeting, in eulogizing his valuable 
services, may prove satisfactory. Bely upon it, 
that his merits will never be forgotten by my 
associates and myself. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

“ Your very faithful servant, 

(Signed) “ Roderick MuRCHisoy, 

** President of the Hojal Geographical Society. 

“ P.S. This letter shall be printed in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Society.” 

I replied thus 


« Sir, 


** To Sir Roderick Murchison, 

Resident of the Royal Geographical Society. 

“ 27 Arundel Street, Strand, 

18th Nov., 1802. 


“It was with much satisfaction that I re- 
ceived your letter of the 11th inst., acknowledging 
the appreciation by yourself and the Council of the 
Royal Geographical Society, of the merits of my 
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lamented son in the Btirke and Wills Ei^loring 
Expedition in Australia. That he, and he alone, 
was the only one who had the least pretension to 
the title of geographer, is maaifest ; —therefore it 
is not strange that Dr. Mueller and my friends in 
Australia should feel somewhat annoyed in the 
matter of the Medal. 

“ I am not surprised that it should have ^ 
happened under the circumstances. The motto 
Sic VOS non vobisj would be appropriate for him in 
memoriam. The clothes, for the want of which he 
died, so amply provided by himself, were worn by 
others; the land discovered has been called ex- 
clusively by another name; — the Gold Medal 
should follow. 

“Still I am grateful for your well-expressed 
remarks at the meeting of the 10th inst., and 
for this written testimonial of the 11th, from 
yourself and the Council. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ Sir Eoderick, 

“ Your obedient and humble servant, 

“ William Wjlls, 

Father <f the late Exj^er'* 

Several poetical tributes in honour of the ad- 
venturous dead were published in Victoria. I 
select one which appeared in the ‘Melbourne 
Herald,’ on the let of December, 1861. 
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THE LOST EXPLOBEBS. 

^*Ti8 bot a little lapse of time 
Since , they paaeed from out our sight ; 

Their hearts with hope wm buoyant^ 

And each fooe wfilt gladness bright ; 

And many were theiervent prayers 
That in safety they might go. 

Through a hidden land to ^e distant strand 
Where ocean billows flow. 

“ Theirs was no gay adventure * 

In some softly pleasant place : 

They left homers quiet sanctitndc 
To meet a hostile race ; 

To carve a passage through the land. 

That down its channels wide. 

With a joyous start might flow a phrt 
Of the restless human tide. 

** Across bleak stony deserts. 

Through dense scrub and tangled brier. 

They passed with hearts undaunted. 

And with steps that would not tire ; 

Through morass and flooding waters. 
Undismayed by tpil and fears. 

At their chiers command, with salient hand. 
Fought on the pioneers. 

“ Battled with cold and famine. 

Battled with feery heat. 

Battled o’er rocks till a trail of bloo<l 
Was left by their wounded feet ; 

Battled when death with his icy hand 
Struck down the body of Gray ; — 

‘ Onward I* they said, as they buried the dead. 
And went on their gloomy way. 

** Now gather round your household hearths. 
Your childr^ by your knee ; 

*Tis well that they should uadexstand 
This tale of misery. 

’Tis well that they should know the names 
Of those whose toil is o’er ; 

Whose coming feet, we shall run to meet 
With a welcome keveb mobe. 
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** Tell how these modem martyis. 

In the strength and pride of men, 

Went out into the wilderness 
And came not back again ; 

How they battled bravely onward. 

For a nobler prize than thrones. 

And how they lay, in the glaring day, 

With the ‘sun to bleach their bones. 

** Tell how their poor hearts held them up 
Till victory was won ; 

How with fainting steps they journeyed back, 
The great achievement done. 

But of their anguish who may know, . 

Save God, who heard each groan, 

When they saw no face at the trysting place. 
And found themselves alone ! 

** Left aloho with gaunt starvation. 

And its sickly brood of ills. 

Stood Burke the sanguine, hopeful King, 

And the hero-hearted Wills; 

Sad and weary stood the pioneers, 

With no hand to give relief. 

And so each day winged on its^'way 
As a dark embodied grief. 

“ Who can guess the depth of agony—- 
I’hat no mortal tongue may tell — 

Which each felt when slowly dying 
At the brink of hope’s dry well 1 
Deserted, famished, garmentless. 

No voice of friendship nigh. 

With loving care, to breathe a prayer 
When they settled down to die. 

Yet God be praised, that one dear life 
Was held within His hand. 

And saved, the duly rescued one 

Of that devoted band 

Who went into' the'wildemess, 

In the strength and pride of men : 

The goal was won imd their task was done. 

But they came not back again. 



«aaiBiiA%Bdti3Hir«tb^ 
food endming ari«{ 

We cannot amile them tadi again, 

Howem bright oor eyea ; 

Bat we may lowly bend the bead. 

Though uot asham’d of tha tears 
We sadly shed, fbt the lowly dead^ 

Out down in their hloom of years. 

** And laurel garlands, greener 
Than war's heroes ever bou^^i 
With the blood of slanghtered thousands, 

Shall by loving hands be brought ; 

And sanctified 1:^ many prayers, 

Laid gently in their grave, 

That the coming race may know the place 
Where sleep our martyr'd brave. 

M. Huohais.” 

Concluding Observations. 

The narrative I have felt called upon to give 
to the public, founded on an unexaggerated state- 
ment of facts, with many of which no other person 
could have been so well acquainted, is now con- 
cluded, — ^with the natural anguish of a father for 
the loss of a son of whom he was justly proud, and 
who fell a victim to incapacity and negligence not 
his own. Still, I have no desire to claim merit for 
him to which he is not entitled, or to abstract an 
iota from what is justly due to others. The 
Report qf the Royal Commission is to he found 
at full in the Appendix; unaccompanied neces- 
sarily by the mass of conflicting evidence, trust- 
worthy, contradictory, misinterpreted or misunder- 
stood, on which it was based. The members who 
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composed that Oonrt were honourable gentlemen, 
who investigated patiently, and I have no doubt 
conscientiously. But there were many present, 
with myself, who witnessed the examinations, and 
wondered at some points of the verdict. We find 
the judgment most severe on the leader who 
sacrificed his life, and whose mistakes would have 
been less serious and fatal had his orders been 
obeyed. There is also a disposition to deal 
leniently with the far heavier errors and omissione 
of the Exploration Committee ; and an unaccount- 
able tendency to feel sympathy for Brahe, whose 
evidence left it difficult to decide whether stu-^ 
pidity, selfishness, or utter disregard of truth waa 
his leading deficiency. 

It now only remains to sum up a brief retrospect 
of the active spirit of discovery set astir, and not 
likely to die away, as a sequel to the great Burke 
and Wills Expedition, for by that name it will 
continue to be known. We have already seen that 
the Victoria steamer, under Commander Norman, 
was sent round to the Gulf of Carpentaria to 
search for the missing explorers, had they reached 
that part of the coast ; and to expedite and assist 
land parties in advancing, southwards, to their aid.. 
Captain Norman suffered smne delay by the unfor- 
tunate wreck of the Firefly, a trader, ladm with 
horses, coals, and straw ; and haying on board Mr. 
Landsborough and party, who were to start from 
the Albert river, or thereabouts. This wre^ 
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occurred on the 4th September, 1861, on one of the 
group of islands to the north, called Sir Charles 
Hardy’s Islands. On the 7th, they were found by 
Commander Norman, and through his great 
pemonal exertions, ably seconded by his officers 
and crew, he got the ship off, with the greater 
part of the horses and coals, and nearly all the 
stores. 

On the Ist of October, they reached the mouth 
of the Albert. On the 14th of the same month, 
Landsborough started for the head of that river, 
as far as it was navigable, in the Firefly, under 
the command of Lieutenant Woods of the Victoria ; 
and on the 17th they were landed about twelve 
miles up the stream. It was past the middle of 
November before Mr. Landsborough resumed his 
onward course ; and as his explorations had little 
to do with an endeavour to discover the tracks of 
the Victorian Expedition, although he gained 
much credit by his exertions, it is unnecessary to 
detail them more minutely here. I shall merely 
say that he followed a course S. by E., skirting 
the country rather more to the westward than 
the track followed by previous explorers, and 
eventually reached Victoria. 

Mr. Walker, despatched overland from Queens- 
land, reached the Gulf on the 7th of December, 
1861 ; and reported that he had, on the 24th of 
November, found well-defined traces of three or 
four eamels and one horse, undoubtedly belonging 
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to the Victorian Expedition, and making their 
way down the Flinders. With his usual charac- 
teristic, he started again on the 11th of December. 
Mr. Walker, with his party, consisting chiefly of 
natives, did good service in his progress through 
Queensland; for when the report reached Mel- 
bourne, through Captain Norman, that he had 
discovered the tracks of the camels so near the 
sea, it furnished satisfactory evidence of the cor- 
rectness of my son’s journals, although the fatsil 
news of his death and that of his commander had 
been long received. There were not wanting un- 
generous cavillers to insinuate doubts that he and 
Burke had been at the Gulf. This inference they 
sought to establish from an expression in one of the 
few of Burke’s notes preserved, to this effect : “ 28th 
March. — At the conclusion of report, it would be 
well to say that we reached the sea, but we could 
not obtiiin a view of the open ocean, although we 
made every effort to do so.” At the extreme 
point they reached, alx)ut fifteen miles down the 
Flinders, the tide ebbed and flowed regularly, and 
the water was quite salt. The very simplicity of 
Mr. Burke’s remark shows that it was made by 
a man not given to lying or deceit. Mr. Walker 
followed the return tracks for some distance, but 
lost them at about 20° of south latitude, and then 
struck off direct east for the Queensland district, 
to inquire, and get further supplies for a new start. 
At Rockhampton he received the &tal intelli- 



MS CQRCLUDINO 0B8ESTATI0N& 

gence "wliioh hftd been sent round by sea from 
Mdbourne ; and also the news of the disooveiy of 
King by the gallant Howitt, to whom all honour 
is due for his labours in the cause. 

But Mr. M'Einlay, leader of the Soulli Austra-^ 
lian Expedition, of whom I have already spoken 
more than once, has performed the most extra* 
ordinary exploit of all, and has traveled by far 
the greatest quantity of new ground, but not in 
the direction originally intended by the govern- 
ment that sent him. Failing in finding the traces 
of Burke and his expedition, M'Eanlay took 
more to the N. and N.W. between the 120° and 
140° of Eastern longitude. Yet from some flood- 
ings which my son, it will be remembered, pointed 
out in his journal as occurring from indications on 
trees,* M*Einlay changed his course to N. and by 
E. until he reached the Gulf of Carpentaria, and 
then to S. and by E., and crossed to Queensland, re- 
turning from Bockhampton to Adelaide by water. 
A glance at the map will show the courses of 
these respective explorers suflBciently for general 
purposes. Thus Queensland, by some mysterious 
influences in its favour, has reaped the whole 
benefit of these mcplorations at the least apparent 
cost. The land discovered by the Burke and 
"Wills Expedition, now named “Burke’s Land,” 
has b^n banded over to Queensland by the Home 
Government, up to Cape York, on the extreme 
north, in Toniss Straits. This vast ccmtinent, 
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west of 140**, in which the South Australian, and 
West Australian governments have so muchinte^ 
rest, is, with the exception of Stuart’s Line, quite 
unexplored. 

It has been a subject of congratulation by some, 
that the misadventures, or more properly speak- 
ing, the gross errors connected with the Victorian 
Expedition, have led to results that amply com-* 
pensate for the loss sustained. It is truly painful 
to hear, and not very easy for those who ar6 
deeply interested, to believQ this ; and I think the 
majority of all readers will consider that these 
losses might have been easily avoided. 

The relatives of the sacrificed explorers have to 
mourn their fate, and the colony of Victoria has 
spent largo .sums of money, not for her own 
benefit, immediate or indirect, present or prospec- 
tive, She, too, may exclaim “ Sic ws non vohis.*' 
Lucky Queensland derives the benefit; her boim- 
daries are extended to 140° of B. longitude. 
A great part of this country, formerly supposed 
to be of a doubtful nature, is now known to be 
the finest land in the Australias, capable of pro- 
ducing cereals, wines, and tropical fruits; also a 
vast extent of ground fitted for the growth of 
cotton. A source of unbounded wealth is thus 
opened to that fortunate young colony : coals had 
previously been discovered there. She is also 
better supplied with timber and forests thail the 
more southern districts. Victoria^ with her capita]^ 
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Melbourne, will have to wait for the extension of 
railways, marking her position as the centre of 
commerce, and will in time reap her well-merited 
reward. Melbourne will always represent the 
metropolis of the various colonies of Australia. 

South Australia, so happy in her abundant pro- 
duce of com, wine, and mineral ores of copper 
and iron, is a most desirable colony, but a great 
portion of her interior being yet unexplored, her 
full capabilities cannot at present be estimated. 
There is no man more Jikely than Jehn M‘Kinlay, 
with his robust frame, his energy and activity, to 
carry out this great object, if the opportunity is 
supplied to him. 

The Australias altogether comprise a country 
capable of conferring happiness upon countless 
thousands of the Saxon race. Everything is to be 
found, if the right people only are selected. Let 
them comprise youth, vigorous health, temperate 
habits, persevering industry, and morals based on 
sound Christianity, and their sxiccess and advance- 
ment in life is as certain as anything can bo pro- 
nounced in this world of uncertjiinty. 

While these pages are going through the pres.s, 
the last mail from Melbourne informs us that Mr. 
Howitt was expected to arrive in that aipital 
towards the middle of December, 18G2, with the 
remains of Messrs. Burke and Wills. Arrunge- 
mmtB are being made for a public intennent of 
the most imposing chainoter. If numbers can 
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add to the effect, they are not likely to be want- 
ing. Circulars have been officially addressed to 
nearly 250 public bodies and societies throughout 
the colony, inviting the different members to join 
in the ceremony. Eeplies have been received 
from by far the greater portion, stating their will- 
ingness and desire to join in this last testimony 
of respect for the lamented explorers. The monu- 
ment, for which 5000/. has been voted by Govern- 
ment, is to be erected in the Eeserve surrounding 
the Parliament House. 
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(A.) 

INSTRUCTIONS TO LEADER. 

Exploration Committee, Royal Society of Victoria, 
Melbourne, 18th August, 1860. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Committee to convey to you the 
instructions and views which have been adopted in con- 
nection with the duties which devolve upon you as Leader of 
the party now organized to explore the interior of Australia. 

The Committee having decided on Cooper’s Creek, of Sturt’s, 
as the basis of your operations, request that you will proceed 
thither, form a depot of provisions and stores, and make 
arrangements for keeping open a communication in your rear 
to tlie Darling, if in your opinion advisable ; and thence to 
Mt'lhourno, so (hat you may bo enabled to keep the Committee 
infonnod of your inovoinents, and receive in return the assist- 
nnor in stores and advice of which you may stand in need. 
Should you find that a hotter communication can be made by 
way of the South Australian Police Station, near Mount 
Serbs you will avail yourself of that means of writing to the 
< Nnuinittoo. 

In your routo to Cooper's Creek, you will avail yourself of 
any opportunity that may present itself for examining and 
ro]iort iiig on tho character of the country east and west of the 
Darling. 

You will make arrangements for carrying Ihe stores to a 
jMiint opposite Mount MoPhoieon^o which seems to the Com- 
mittoo to bo tho best point of departure from this river for 

2 0 2 
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Coopei'i Greek ; and while the main body of the party is 
prooeeding to that point you may have farther opportunities 
of examining the country on either side of your route. 

In your further progress from Mount MoPherson towards 
Ck)oper’8 Creek, the Committee also desires that you should 
make further detours to the right and left with the same 
object. 

The object of the Committee in directing you to Cooper’s 
Creek, is, that you should explore the country intervening 
between it and Leichhardt’s track, south of the Gulf of Car- 
pentaria, avoiding, as far as practicable, Sturt’s route on the 
west, and Gregory’s, down the Victoria, on the east. 

To this object the Committee wishes you to devote your 
energies in the first instance ; but should you determine the 
impracticability of this route you are desired to tum west- 
ward into the country recently discovered by Stuart, and 
connect his farthest x>oint northward with Gregory’s faithost 
Southern Exploration in 1856 (Mount Wilson). 

In proceeding from Cooper’s Creek to Stuart’s Country, 
you may find the Salt Marshes an obstacle to the progress of 
the camels ; if so, it is supjiosed you will be able to avoid 
these marshes by turning to tbe northward as far as Eyre’s 
Creek, where there is permanent water, and going then west- 
ward to Stuart’s Farthest 

Should you, however, fail in connecting the two points of 
Stuart’s and Gregory’s Farthest, or should you ascertain that 
this space has been already traversed, you are requested if 
possible to connect your explorations with those of the 
younger Gregory, in the vicinity of Mount Gould, and tlieiuH^ 
you might proceed to Sharks’ Bay, or down the River Murchi 
son, to the settlements in ‘Western Australia. 

This countiy would afford the means of recruiting the 
strength of your party, and you might, after a delay of five or 
six months, be enabled, with the knowledge of the country 
you shall have previously acquired, to return by a more 
direct route through South' Australia to Melbourne. 

If you should, however, have been successful in connecting 
Stuart’s with Gregory’s farthest point in 1866 (Mount Wilson), 
and your party should be'^equal to the task, you would pro^ 
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bably find it possible from thence to reach the country dis- 
covered by the younger Gregoiy. 

The Committee is fully aware of the diflScUliy of the country 
you are called on to traverse ; and in giving you these in- 
structions has placed these routes before you more as an 
indication of what it has been deemed desirable to have accom- 
plished than as indicating any exact course for you to pursue. 

The Committee considers you will find a better and a safer 
guide in the natural features of the country through which 
you will have to pass. For all useful and practical purposes 
it will be better for you and the object of future settlement 
that you should follow the watercourses and the country 
yielding herbage, than pursue ally route which the Committee 
might be able to sketch out from an imperfect map of Australia. 

The Committee intrusts you with the largest discretion as 
regards the forming of depots, and your movements generally, 
but request that you will mark your routes as permanently as 
possible, by leaving records, sowing seeds, building cairns, 
iuid marking trees at as many points as possible, consistently 
with your various other duties. 

^Viih reference to financial subjects, you will be furnished 
with a letter of authority to give orders on the Treasurer for 
the payment of any stores or their transport, cattle, sheep, or 
ho]\scs you may require ; and you will not fail to furnish the 
Tieasurer from time to time with detailed accounts of the 
articles for which you have given such orders in payment. 

Each person of the party will be allowed to give authority 
for half of his salary being paid into any bank, or to any person 
lio may appoint to receive the same ; provided a certificate is 
forwarded from you to the effect that he has efficiently dis- 
charged his duty. 

The (.^ommittee requests that you will make arrangements 
for an exact account being taken of the stores and their ex- 
penditure by the person yon place in chaige of them. 

The Committee also requests that you would address all 
your communications on subjects connected with the explora- 
tion to the Honorary Secretary ; and that all persons acting 
with you should forward their communioations on the same 
subject through you. 



Ml to W 

00 inj iiit>jeeiof intoitMit^ and fonrard them to Melboimie as 
often u my be pmetioeble witbout retarding ibe pitigma of 
the expeditioiL 

The Committee has cansed the inclosed set of instmoiiom 
to be drawn np/ having relation to each deportment of science ; 
and you are requested to hand each of the gentlemen a copy of 
the part more particularly relating to his department 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) JOHN MACADAM, M.D., 

Honorary Secretary, E.C., ll.S.V. 

Robert O’Hara Burke, Esc^. 

Leader, Victorian Exploring Expedition. 
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(B.) 

Victoria : By tlic Grace of God, of tbo United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of 
the Faith. 

To our trusty and well-beloved The Honourable Sir Thomas 
Siinso7i Prati^ K.C.B., The Honourable Sir Francis Murphy^ 
Speaker of our Legislative Assembly, The Honourable 
Matthew Herveij^ M.P., The Honourable James Forester 
Sidlivan^ and Evelyn Pitjield Shirley Sturt ^ Esquire, 
all of Molbounie, in the Colony of Victoria, Oreett^g, 

W HI] RE AS tlio Governor of our Colony of Victoria, with the 
advice of the Executive Council thereof, has deemed it ex- 
pedient that a Commission should forthwith issue for the 
l»urposo of inquiring into all the circumstances connected 
v\ illi the sufferings and death of Robert O'Hara Burke and 
UV/Z/am John IF/fls, the Victorian Explorers : and Whereas 
it is desirable to ascertain the true causes of this lamentable 
1 osiilt of tlio Expedition to the said Robert O'Hara Burke and 
Ids couipanions; and especially to investigate the circum- 
stances under which tho depot at Cooper’s Creek was aban- 
doned by William Brahe and his party on the twenty-first 
<lay of April last; and to determine upon whom rests tho 
grave responsibility of there not having been a suflScient 
supply of provisions and clothing secured for the recniiting 
of tho Explorers on their return, and for their support until 
they could roach tho settlements ; and generally to inquire 
into the organization and conduct of tho Expeditions also, 
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with regard to the daiins upon the Colony of the Burviving 
members thereof, and of the relatives (if any) of the deceased 
members : Now know ye that we, reposing great trust and 
oonfidenoe in your integrity, knowledge, and ability, have 
authorized and appointed, and by these presentt do authorize 
and appoint you. Sir Thomas Simson Pratt, Sir Francis Murphy, 
Matthejo Hervey, James Forester Stdlimn, and Evelyn Piifidd 
Shirley Sturt, to be Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid : 
and for the better effecting the purpose of this Commission, we 
do give and grant you power and authority to call before 
you such persons as you shall judge likely to afford you any 
information upon the subject of this Commission : and to in- 
quire of and concerning the premises by all other lawful means 
and ways whatsoever : and this Commission shall continue in 
full force and virtue ; and you the said Commissioners may, 
from time to time, and at every place or places, proceed in 
the execution thereof, and of every matter or thing therein 
contained, although the inquiiy be not regularly continued 
from time to time by adjournment : and lastly, that you do 
report, as occasion may require, for the information of our 
Governor of our said Colony, under your hands and seals, all 
matters and things elicited by you during the inquiry under 
this Commission. 

Witness our trusty and welbbelovcd Sir 
Henry Barkhj, Knight (’omrnander ot 
the Most Noble Order of the Fmtli, 
Captain-G eneral, and G o vei no r i 1 1 - 
Chief of our Odony of A'ietoria, and 
Vice-Admiral of the same, at Mid- 
boume, this twelfth day of November*, 
Ono thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
one, and in the twenty -fifth yt^ar ut 
our Reign. 

HENRY BARKr>Y. 

By His Excellency’s Command, 

(Signed) R. HEALES. 
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(C.) 

To His Excellency Sir Hekry Barkly, Knight Commander 
of the Most Honourable Order of the Bothy Captain^General 
and Governor^in-Ohief of the Colony of Victoriay and Fice- 
Admiral of the samCy dc., dc» 

M AY IT PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY — 

In conformity with the terms of Her Majesty’s commis- 
sion, we have made inquiry into the circumstances 
connected with the sufferings and death of Bobert 
O’llara Burke and William John Wills, the Victorian 
explorers. 

have endeavoured to ascertain the true causes of this 
lumentahlo result of the expedition, and have investi- 
gated the circumstances under which the depot at 
Cooper’s Oeek was abandoned by Mr, William Brahe. 

have sought to determine upon whom rests the 
grave responsibility of there not having been a suffi- 
cient supply of provisions and clothing secured for the 
recruiting of the explorers on their return, and for 
their support until they could reach the settlements ; 
and we have generally inquired into the organization 
and conduct of the expedition. 

Our investigations have been confined to the above 
matters, the Government having already taken into 
consideiation the claims on the colony of the surviv- 
ing members of the expedition, &o. 
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Wo hare examined all persons willing to. give evidence 
who professed, or whom we supposed to possess, know- 
ledge upon the various subjects of our inquiries : and 
we now, after mature consideration, submit to your 
Excellency the following Eeport : — 

The expedition, having been provided and equipped in 
the most ample and liberal manner, and having reached 
Menindie, on the Darling, without experiencing any difficul- 
ties, was most injudiciously divided at that point by Mr. 
Burke. 

It was an error of judgment on tho part of Mr. Burke to 
appoint Mr. Wright to an important command in tho expedi- 
tion, without a previous pei*sonal knowledge of liim ; althougli, 
doubtless, a pressing urgency had arisen for the appointment, 
from the sudden resignations of Mr. Landells and Dr. 
Beckler.^ 

Mr. Burke evinced a far greater amount of zeal than 
prudence in finally departing fiom Cooper’s Crook before tlie 
dep6t party had arrived from Menindie, and without having 
secured communication with tho settled districts as lie liad 
been instructed to do; and, in undertaking so extended a 
journey with an insufficient supply of provisions, Mr, Ibu kc; 
was forced into tho necessity of oveiiaxing the 2 )owcrs of his 
party, whose continuous and unremitting exertions resulted in 
the destruction of his animals, and the prostration of liiinself 
and his companions from fatigue and severe jndvation. 

The conduct of Mr. Wright appears to have been repi r- 
hensible in the highest degree. It is clear that Mr. lhn k<‘, 
on pacing with him at Torow^oto, relied on receiving hi.s 
immediate and zealous support ; and it seems extremely ini 
probable that Mr. Wright could have misconstnicd the inten- 
tions of his leader so far, as to suppose tliat ho ever calcu- 
lated for a moment on his remaining for any length of time on 
tho Darling. Mr. Wright has failed to give any satisfaclory 
explanation of tho causes of his delay ; and to that delay arc 
mainly attributable the whole of the disasters of the expedi- 
tion, with the exception of the death of Gray. The grave 
responsibility of not having loft a larger supply of x^rovisions, 
together with some clothing, in the cache, at Cooper s Crook, 



APPENDICES. 


rests with Mr. Wright. Even had he been unable to convey 
stores to Cooper’s Creek, ho might have left them elsewhere, 
leaving notice at the depot of his having ^one so. 

The Exploration Committee, in overlooking the import- 
anco of the contents of Mr. Burke’s despatch from Torowoto, 
and in not urging Mr. Wright’s departure from the Darling, 
committed errors of a serious nature. A means of knowledge 
of the delay of the party at Menindio was in the possession of 
the Committee, not indeed by direct* communication to that 
eflect, but through the receipt of letters from Drs. Becker and 
Beckler at various dates up to the end of November,— with- 
out, however, awakening the Committee. to a sense of the vital 
importance of Mr. Burke’s request in that despatch that he 
should “ be soon followed up,”— or to a consideration of the 
disastrous consequences which would be likely to result, and 
did unfortunately result, from the fatal inactivity and idling 
of Mr. Wright and his party on the Darling. 

The conduct of Mr. Brahe in retiring from his position 
at tlio depot before he was rejoined by his commander, or 
relieved from the Darling, may be deserving of considerable 
censure ; but wo are of opinion that a responsibility far beyond 
liis expectations devolved upon him ; and it must be borne in 
mind that, with the assurance of his leader, and his own con- 
viction, ho might each day expect to be relieved by Mr. 
A\'iig]it, ho still held his post for four months and five days, 
and that only when pressed by the appeals of a comrade sick- 
ening even to death, as was subsequently proved, his powers 
of endurance gave way, and ho retired from the position which 
could alone aflbrd succour to the weary explorers should they 
return by that route. Ilis decision was most unfortunate; 
Imt wo believe ho acted from a conscientious desire to dis- 
clnirge his duty^ and wo are confident that the painful reflec- 
tion that twenty-four hours’ further perseverance, would have 
made him the rescuer of the explorers, and gained for himself 
t he praise and approbation of all, must be of itself an agoniz- 
ing thouglit, without the addition of censure he might feel 
himself undeserving of. 

It does not appear that Mr. Burke kept any regular 
journal, or that he gave written instructions to his officer. 
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Had he performed these essential portions of the duties of a 
leader, many of the^ calamities of the expedition might have 
been averted, and little or no room would have been left for 
doubt in judging the conduct of those subordinates who 
pleaded unsatisfactory and contradictoiy verbal orders and 
statements. 

We cannot too deeply deplore the lamentable result of an 
expedition, undertaken at so great a cost to the colony ; but, 
while we regret the absence of a systematic plan of operations 
on the part of the leader, we desire to express our admiration 
of his gallantry and daring, as well as of the fidelity of his 
brave coadjutor, Mr. Wills, and their more fortunate and en- 
during associate, Mr. King ; and we would record our feelings 
of deep sympathy with the deplorable sufferings and untimely 
deaths of Mr. Burke and his fallen comrades. 

T. S. Pratt, Chairman^ 
MArrHEW IlEItVEY, 

E. P. S. Sturt, 

Francis Murthv, 

J. F. SULUVAN. 


THE END. 


tOHOOHi FBIMtKD Vt yrJLLUU CU>WE» AHV »0K5, »rAIIW)«l> SrrWKKr 
AND CNAKfNO OttOSA. 
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Tried Volume ...WITS AND HUMOURISTS. 

Foueth V0LUME...WITS AND HUMOURISTS. 

ANY VOLUME MAY BE HAD SEPARATELY, Price Cs. 

*The cream of a dozen interestingf biographies.’— S aturday Rkview. 

* Executed in Mr. Timbs* best manner.’— Daily N ews. 


In small 8vo. price Ss. 

MOTHERS OF GREAT MEN. 

By Mrs. ELLIS. 

* This work will be placed by the majority of ita readers not only at the head of Mrs. F.Uis’s 
works, but in the very first ranks of English literature. It is peculiarly valuable, and oiij^ht to 
be in the hands of every mother in the land.’— -I llustrated News. 

I 

In 8vo. with a Portrait, price 14s. bound, | 

MEMOIR I 

' . ■ . OE i 

HR. MARSHALL HALL, MH | 

By his WIDOW. 

^Dr. MarthaUHall wat not lest an amiable man than a tcientifie enquirer, with an inteltef:t 
Of noble propoitiona and lofty aim. In the world of {diysiological science be may fairly be ranked 
at tlie companion of Harvey and fie)l.’-~ATHB]tjctrM . 

a inmiitiva tliic work la more intamting than a novel ; as a memorial of a great Bnglish 
wom^lt VUI bepanttad ;^^ prUei aa an incentive to honourable toil and the practice qf 
T^^ibia atory of MaiabaH llill desmvea to take rank amongst the moat Aivonrite tales of the 
Mwi^ha of 
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In Bxnall 8 to. with Blustrationsi neatlj bound, price 6a, with an Introduction bj 
the Author of *Maby PowBLL,* 

JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN 

THE WAY TO IT. 

By the Rev. HERMAN DOUGLAS, M.A. 

J»thor of ‘ tondonert over the Border.' 


DR. CUMMINa’S WORKS. 


In small Sro. price 78. 6d. Thirteenth Thousand, 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION. 


By the Rev. Dr. JOHN GUMMING. 


Ill small 8to. price 7 b. 6d. Sixth Thousand, 

REDEMPTION DRAWETH NIGH 

By the Rev. Dr. JOHN GUMMING. 


In small 8to. price 7s. 6d, 

THE MILLENNIAL REST. 

By the Rev. Dr. JOHN GUMMING. 

* Whether Dr. Cummiog’s interpretationi be right or wrontr» there ia no doabt that the 
bgrometer of Burope al]iiriilarl|r correi^KMida wiBi his deductions nom prophecy«*^TiM ss. 
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Mr, Barley’s New Publications. 


K’ew Edition, in small 8vo. 6s. neatlj bound, with Portrait of M. Guizot, 


naerauve of an embassy 


COUKT OF ST. JAMES 


IN 1840. 


By PRANfOiS GUIZOT, 

AMBASSADOR FROM HIS MAJFaSTY LOUIS PHILIPPE. 


* The deicriptions of character, the rerainfsccncea of men, manners, conversations dinners, 
and joyous sayinfi's and doings are here given, true, brilliant, eloquent, and sparkling.* 

ATHFNiKrM. 

*This volume will be read with more avidity than any which has lately come from the presi*. 
It is one of the most valuable contributions hitherto made to the history of modern tinie.s. The 
author is one of the best read and most correctly judging of French historians. *"51 orn i no Post. 


In small 8vo. price 6s. with fine Portrait of the Protector, 


UFB OF OLIVER CROMWELL 

LORD PROTECTOR. 


By FRANgOIS GUIZOT. 


M. GcrizpT hit unravelled CrorowelPa character with singular skill. No one, in our opinion, 
hM drawn Ida POTtriit with equal troth. M. Gi7|zot* 8 acquaintance with our annals, language, 
enstmiis, and poUtics is altogether extraordinary. He it an earnest and profound writer,* 

Guattraaiir Ravttw. 

. * M* Gvizot has given u« an admirable narrative, far more candid than any Orom an English 
Fan* TiMaa. 

• IfiMusot doubt: that this important work will meet with ahaarfy and miiviraal weleotne 

AtitmiMem. 
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LIBRARY EDITION, 

IN TWO VOLS. WITH A PORTRAIT, TWENTI^ONB SHILUNOB; 

AVO A 

POPULAR EDITION, 

In One Volume, small 8vo. with a Portrait and Four Charts, price 5s. neatly bound, 

THE ATJTOBIOGEAPHY 

OP THE 

EAEL OF DUNDONALD 

( XiOROD oooIa[I^-A.lsn3 ) . 


‘We may safely predict for this work an unbounded popularity. It ia worthy of 
! one of tlie very best places on any shelf of military and naval memoirs, and is full 
' of brilliant adventures, described with a dash that well befits the deeds.* — TiKEfl. 

‘ We are glad and proud that such a man as Lord Dundonald survires to tell his 
; own story. Everything about bis biography is strange and romantic : he was more 
I like Nelson than any officer of his generation. He performed brilliant exploits and 
acquired celebrity and friends. He has freed Republics, captured frigates, driven 
a French ileet ashore, been taken and retaken. His career recalls that of the 
Raleighs, Willoughbys, and the Herberts of Gherbury. This work will take its place 
i with our best naval histories.* — Athsvjruh. 

* The career of liOfd Dundonald yields the best illustration of the spirit which 
i in our day can defend England. With a conscious dignity, related in no way to 
! ostentation, Lord Dundonald tells the story of a life of manly daring at the age of 

eighty -four, and his work proves that neither under age nor injury ^ hu heart 
sunk or his intellect failed in its vigour.’— E xamihxb. 

* A work which, once read, will imprint itself on the memory for ever. It is an 
admirable work.*— S peotatob. 

* A compact, inexpensive, yet an elegant and complete edition of a book which 
every Englishman ou^t to re^.*— DllhX Hsws, 
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Mr. Bentley’t New Publications, 


THE GREAT FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


In 6 Tols. imall 8to. with Fortj'fire fine Engrayings of the Startling Events, and 
Portraits of all the most Prominent Persons engaged in the Bevolution, 


THE HI8T0EY 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 


From its Commencement in 1789 to the Period of the Establishment of 
Napoleon Bonaparte as First Consol in 1801. 

By M. THIERS. 


THE FINE ENGRA\TNGS INCLUPE 


Attack oh the Basthae 
P oRTBAlT OP the DuKE OF OeLEANS 
PORTBAIT OF MiBABEAU 

Pobtbait of Lafayette 
Oboies op the Gabdbs DU Coups 
Pobtbait op Mabib Antoinette 
Betubn of the Boyal Family fbom 
Vabsnnes 

Pobtbait of Mabat 
The Mob at the Txtillebies 
Attack on the Tvillebibs 
Mubdeb of the Pbincess De Lamballe 
Pobtbait op tee Pbincess De Lamballe 
I Pobtbait of Madame Boland 
Louis XVI. at the Convention 
luLSt Intebvibw op Louis XVI. with 
Kis Famzlt 

PoittRAlT OP Louis XVI. 

Pobtbait op Dumoubiez. 

TBnmFH OP Mabat 
PoBTBAir OF Laboohbiacquelsin 
AssAssratATXOir of Mabat 
Pobtbait of Obablottb Cobdat 


Pobtbait of Camille Desmollivs 
Condemnation op Marie Antoinette 
Pobtbait of Bailly (Mayor or Paris) 
Triai of Danton, Camille Deshoui ins, 
&c. 

Portrait of Danton 
Portrait of Madame EiizABEm 
Carrier at Nantes 
Portrait of Bokespzbrbe 
Last Victims or the Keion of Terror 
Portrait of Charettb 
Death op the Dbftty Feraud 
Dea'jh of Bomms, Goujon, Duque&noi, 
&c. 

Portrait op Louis XVII. 

The 13th Vbndbmuirb (Oct. 5, 1796) 
Summoning to Execution 
Portrait op PichEOBu 
Portrait op Mobbau 
Portrait op Hochb 
Portrait op Napoleon Bonaparte 
The 18th Bbuhaibb (10th November 
1799) &c. &C. 


iif« mmm 
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In Five Yolumes small 8vo. with Portrait, 


THE HISTORY 


OP 


THE BRITISH NAYY, 

FBOM THE COKMENCEMENI OF THE HEVOLTTTIOHABT 
WAR TO THE BATTLE OF HAVARINO. 

) 

i By W. JAMES. 


‘The best nnval history of England. Its impartial statement of facts is so well established 
that it was constantly referred to by French naval officers visiting my ship in the Mediterranean 
to decide any question in discussion^— Admihal Sir Pultbnby Malcolm. 

* This book is one of which it is not too high praise to assert, that it approaches as nearly to 
perfection, in its own line, as any historical work perhaps ever did. The principal transactions 
narrated in it, and we trust by this time the narrative itself, are fortunately too well known to 
require a detailed notice of its contents. But a general sketch of its plan, and the manner of its 
e.xecution, will we think convince our readers that the high character we have given of it is not 
exaggerated. Mr. James commences his work with a very useful introduction, in which he 
I briefly and clearly sketches the jprogress of Naval Architecture in Great Britain, and the origin 
I of the principal improvements in the British Navy before tlih time of the French Revolution. 
{ The history itself opens with the declaration of war in 1793, and closes with the general peace of 
I 1815. |;The History has since been brought down to the Battle of Navarino.] Every year 
i between these two periods occupies a separate division of the work ; and every snch division 
i is subdivided under three heods, detailing respectively the movements of the hostile fleets, the 
' encounters of single ships and boat attacks, and all colonial naval operations. The research 
, necessary to procure materltls for twenty-eight such abstracts and the labour of composing 
; them, must have been so great, that they alone may be considered as a striking monument 
: of industry. With a esu^ur almoat as uncommon as his accuracy, he never fails to notice any 
; variation of consequence 7n the statements of the hostile party ; and either to refate it by argu* 

: inent, or fairly to balance it with the opposing testimony* We cannot contemplate without 
i admiration the Impartial and unwearied seal for historical truth which alone could have sup- 
ported him through hit tedious and thankless laboura.*»SDiNBUitoH Rbvibw. 
i 

\ * A new and popular edition of one of the most valuable worka in the English lamage.* 

Unitso Sbbviob Qaibttb. 

*A new and well^ited edition of our atasdard naval history. The interest in our navy 
never wae so active as ills now. Ths dasire to perpetuate that' interest by showering upon our 
younfi^ phopte gtft'books retatfng to the sea la more mautfsit every year. The bookbefore ns is « 
sti|n«l^ ^story and nol n cblld^s book* but fbr that reason perhaps it it mors worthy to be 
cboetii U a flift^book M thi boy who win toon have hie manhood to •iaert.*-BxAMiitBa. 



Mr. Benik^t New PvAHeaiieni, 


SIR EDWARD CREASY’S WORKS. 


In one handaome tolume 8to. Twelfth Edition, price lOs. 6d. 


FIFTEEN DECISIVE BATTLES 


OF TEE WOEUD, 


FROM MARATHON TO WATERLOO. 


By Professor (now Sir Edward) CREASY, Chief Justice of Cejion. 


* It wai a bappy idea of Professor Creasy to select for military description those few battles 
whicbf in the words of Hallatn, **A. contrary event would have essentially varied the drama of 
the world in all its sabseqaent scenes/’ The deciawerfeatures of the battles are well and clearly 
brought oat ; the reader’s mind is attracted to the worUUwide importance of the event he is 
considering, while their aacceasion carries him over the whole stream of European history/ 

Spectator. 


Also, by the same writer, Sixth Edition, post 8vo. price 79. Otl. 

THE RISE AM) PEOGEESS 


THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION 

A POPUUR ACCOUNT OF THE PRIMARY 'PRINCIPLES ; 

THE FORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE ENGLISH 
CONSTITUTION, AVOIDING ALL PARTY POLITICS. 


m ■*<’ UraT®" eMwUtaaomrtWtlOT, or 

■ «w »»«!)«!> wtlA tOBld tow awyyw 
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Fourth Editioui in Sro. price lOs. 6d« 

THE AMERICAN -UNION. 

By JAMES SPENCE. 

' This work it the best that has appeared on the American crisis.*— Times. 

* We can hardly speak too highly of it. It is the most able statement of the whole case, 
written with remarkable knowledfire end power, and we strongly recommend it to onr readers if 
they wish to make themselves acquainted with the facts of the great American controversy, 
which are so often obscured by passion and distorted by interest.* Quarterly Review. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

In 8vo. price Is. 

OxN THE RECOGNITION OF THE 
SOUTHERN STATES. 


In small 8vo. in Two Series, price 128. 

CURIOSITIES or NATURAL HISTORY 

Part I. Containing Rats, Serpents, Fishes, Monkeys, &c. Ss. 

Part II. Containing WiXD Oats, Baoles, Worms, Boos, &c. 6s. 

By S'RANCIS BUCKLAND, Esq. 


* These are some of tbe most fascinating works on Natural History.*— Morwiho Post. 

* Full of interest, and well worth reading. *—M orniho Herald. 

* It ia quite impoasible to do Justice to the merits of this book. Nothing short of 

clearly defined oriMnatlty, cleverness, and detail can lead to a proper appreciation of Its intrinilc 
cxcemndcs.* Bbll’s Wbbrly MEasBNOBR. 


* 80 pleasant and gossiping 
it is fstr to contempTste m it 


, and written In so popular a tone and on so popular a tmbject, tl»t 
as large a share of fjivour as the first s^es so desenredlY attained. 
” Notes and Queries. 



1 X 
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Mr. Bentley's New publications. 


EDmON ATITHOEIZED BY THE FAMILY. 

In 3 Tols. post 8 to. 

Volumes /. and IL now ready, price 16^. 

THE 

UFE AKD LETTERS 

OF 

WASHINGTON IRVING 

AUTHOR of ‘The SKETCH-BOOK,’ &c. 


‘The most interesting portion of the first volume relates to Washington Irving’s 
sojourn in London j then follows the account of his love-making affair with young 
Matilda Hoffinan. Washington Irving sojourned in England seventeen years,* 

AxHEIf5:UM. 

'A life-like portrait of Washington Irving. Ilere he is his own biograplier. In 
this second volume we have some of the best descriptions of men and manners whicli 
Washington Irving ever traced. We find him in friendly oommunication with 
Campbell, Scott, Leslie, Alison, Jeffrey, and others noble in literature; and with 
Siddons, Young, Kean, Cooke, and the aristocracy of the stage. This h a book to 
be read and re-read. We have derived much pleasure from its perusal.* 

Monday Bfvikw. 

‘Washington Irving has been most tmivorsally admired; he has the reputation 
of being the most refined of American writers. A wide circle of eager readers will 
doubtless be found for this interesting biography.* LxAt. 

‘When thought flowed from Irving*! brain through his pen, he was most 
ftUnotirei most hrilliant, most full of pleasant sayings and playful Siiggestlons*' 

ATKmfrjEVX, ^ re»im ^Seamd Vadum. 
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In small 8vo. price 18s. boards, 

THE HISTORY OF ROME 

FROM THE EARLIEST TIME TO THE PERIOD 
OF ITS DECLINE. 

By DR. THEODOR MOMMSEN. 


TRANSLATED WITH THE AUTHOR'S SANCTION, AND 
ADDITIONS, 

By the Kev. W. PITT DICKSON, 


AND WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY DR. SCHMITZ. 


* Since the days of Niebuhr, no work on Roman History has appeared that 

combines so much to attmet, instruct, and charm the reader. Its style — a rare 
quality in a Qenuaii author — is vigorous, spirited, and animated. Professor 
Mommsen's ivork can stand a comparison with the noblest productions of modem 
history.* De. Schmitz. 

* This is the best li^tory of tlio Roman Republic, taking the work on the whole — 
tlie autlior's complete mastery of his subject, the variety of his gifts and 
acquirements, his graphic power in the delineation of natural and individual 
character, and the vivid interest which he inspires in every portion of his book. He 

I is without an equal in his oWn sphere. The work may be read in the translation 
i (cxecnitcd with the sanction of the author) not only with instruction, but with great 
pleasure.* Edinbuegh Retiew. 

*■ A book of deepest interest, and which ought to be translated.* Psah Teeno^. 

* Beyond all doubt to be ranked among those really great historical works which 
do so much lionour to our own day. We can have little hesitation in pronouncing 
this work to bo tlio best complete Roman History in existence. In short, we have 
now* for the first time the complete history of the Roman Republic reaHy written in 
a way worthy of the greltness of the subject. M. Mommsen is a real historian j 
his powers of research and judgment are ox a vexy hish order ; he is skilful in the 
grasp of his whole subject, and vigorous and independent in his way of dealing with 
particular questions. And on English oritio may be allowed to add, that his TOok is 
far easier and more pleasant to read than many of the productions of his fellow 

{ countrymen.* Natiokil Beyiew. 

* An ori^al work, from the pen of a master. The style is neryous and llvdy, and 
its rigour mlly sustained. This English translation fills up a gap in our literature. 
It wiU give the schoolboy and the (fito student of antiquity a hutory of Rome up to 

i the mark of present Oeirman soholanhip, and at the same time serve as a sample of 
I historlual enquiry ibr all ages and all lands.* WBSXxiKSinB Bitiew. 








Mr, Adimliow, 


DB. MOOAUSLANDIS WOBE8. 


JtinAi S£tion, in fep. Svo. 4t. neatly bound, 

SERMONS IN STONES; 

OB, 

SCRIPTURE GOMnRMED BY REOLORY. 

By Dr. DOMINICK MCCADSLA.ND, LL.D., Q.C. 


The object of the intbor in thU work U to proto tbat the Moeoic norrotive of the Creolion 
is reconcilable with the established facts of ifeolofy; and that jfeolojfy not only establishes the 
truth of the first po£e of the Bible, but tbat it furnishes the most direct and sensible evidence of 
the fact of Divine inspiration, and thereby authenticates the VYhole canon of Scripture. The 
word of God is thus authenticated by His works. 

‘The object of this work is to reconcile the discoveries in ifeolosry with the Mosaic account of 
the Creation. The case is clearly made, and the argument cleverly managed.’— S pectator. 


Also, by the same Author, in 8vo. price lOs. 6d. | 

THE FALL OF JERUSALEM. I 

I 

i 


* The book of a reverent student of Scripture.’— Guardian'. 

* More conclusive than any work we have yet met with on . the difficult subject of which it 
treats, and possesses all the merit which ought to obtain for it a standard reputation.’ 

Mbssknokr. 

‘The general argument of this work respecting the part which the Jcwi.sh nation are yet 
intended to pli^ in development of God’s purpose, and the position which Rome occupie>i in 
relation to the (Kristian Church, is well worthy of attention — more particularly in watching the 
process of the remarkable events which are now taking place.’— Press. 


New Edition, in small 8 to. price 5s. 

RAMBLES BEYOND RAILWAYS. | 

* i 

By W. WILKIE COLLINS, | 

! 

AUTHOR OF ‘THE WOMAN IN WHITE,’ j 


* Ap attractive tad interesting work.’— O bsxrybr. 

•* Any pnbUtttton, CR^aliy of the lively, truthftil character of Mr. Coltins’a impretsiobs of 
hla rainttiei and explomdona, we heartily welcome.’— O lobb. 



Mr. BenUeifa Nm PvhlicaMona. 


With fine Steel EngniTings and many Woodcuts. 8yo. 14a. 

HOW WE GOT TO PEKIN; 

f 

A Narrative of the Campaign in, China in 1860. 

By the Rev. R. L. MCGHEE, Chaplain to the Forces and to His Excellency the Earl of 

Carlisle. 

* ^ hilfrity in thia namtive. Mr. M‘Gh«e wa§ u fond of eampal«mlnc m of travel, and 


' A very entertaining book.*— J obm Bau. 


In crown Svo. with Illustrationa 

ON THE MOUNTAIN: 

Being the Welsh Experiences of Abraham Black and Jonas White, Esqrs., 
Moralists, Photographers, Fishermen, and Botanists, &o. 

By the Rev. GEORGE TUGWELL, M.A 


THE NOVELS OF MISS AUSTEN. 

A LIBRARY EDITION. 5 vole. 

Vol. I. Sense and Sensibility Vol. IV. Nokthanger Abbey, and 
Vol, II. Kmma Persuasion 

\ol III. Mansfield Park Vol. V. Pride and Prejudice 

With Ten IllustrationSf 15a. 

'Mins Auatcn hoa a talent for dcacrihing the feelinga and character! of ordinary lifo, which is to me the moat 
wonderful 1 ever met with. Her exquisite touch, which rendera ordinary commonplace tliiuKa and charaotera 
iiilcrcstine from the trutli of the description and the sentiment, is denied to me.’— S jb Waxtsb Scon. 


In 4 vols. Svo. with fine Portrait, £3. 

DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE OF LORD 
AUCKLAND. 

With a Preface and Introduction by the Right Hon. and Right Rev. the Bishop of Bath and 

WeUs. 


the circle. 

We hayeliOrdNi 
pMp Info lift a 
ofwaltfiftton be 
anacdotsialNniBi 


of ParliamintaiY aklrmUhea are drawn to the lift. Entertaining 
•.Unwit. 


f ** Jjf ff A ^ HMtodoto^ akafohM of ebaMotar, and traits of aooial 
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Mr. BerUley*B New PubUcalions. 


In post 8to. gilt edges, Ss. 

ANECDOTES OF ANIMALS. 

Wif/i EU^t spirited Illustrations hy Wolf* 

‘ An •gNMbly compiled end well eelected mlacellenconi collection of enecdotee, conUinlnif much fetcloeUng 
nmtter In the wejr of pereonal edventorest and in all rwpecte admirably luited to popular reading. — LivaupoOL 
Auiioir. 


In 8 VO. 128. boards. 

HISTORY OF ROMAN CLASSICAL 
LITERATURE. 

By R. W. BROWNE, M.A., Ph. D., Prebendary of St. Paul’s, and Professor of Classical 
Literatore in King’s College, London. 

* Profeasor Browne is not onlv a classical scholar, but one of the most graceful of English mo<lcm writers. In 
clearness, purity, and elegance of style, his compositions are unsun>asse(l ; ami his sketches nf the lives unil wetrks 
ofthe great authors of antiquity are molelsof reflne<l taste and sound criticism. Tliis i.s a work wliicli, for utility of 
design and excellence of execution, may challenge comparison with any which tlie present century has produced ; 
nor can we hesitate to regard it as a very valuable instrument fur the imtructiou of tiic uatiotiul uiiiid, aiul llie 
elevaticm of the national taste.'— Murmno Tost. 


In post 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

GEMS AND JEWELS: 

Their Historj’, Geography, Chemistry, and Ana, from tho earlie:jt Ages down to the I’rosent 
Time. 'By Madame BAIiKKliA. 

* A really charming volume, as amusing as it is instructive, and In its graceful “ getting up" worthy of a place 
in every locality where useful books are as highly valued as carcauet or ruby. We cheerlully recommend her 
pretty volume to the general public.'— ATHa.v jkcm . 


Crown 8vo. os. 

STORIES FROM THE SANDHILLS OF 
JUTLAND. 

I By HANS CHRISTIAN ANDKRSEN. Translated by Mrs. Bnsbby. 

i ‘Thesestoriesarenotexceededby any ofthe same hand, llis fancy, humour, U‘U(Wn**M, arc in no rcstwi't liimmcd 

or deadend, lie is, as of old, a king and ruler in his own world witnont a t>eer. Few talcs Imvc inure 

than theftrst. “The Marl King's Daughter” is also a capital talc ; hut, for one reason or other, every tnu.- ut 
stories could be commended. It is long since we have dealt wfihaliook so fresh, sry individual, w.> full to over- 
flowing with gamesome fantasies, right feelings, and pure morals as this.'— Athr.> .wsr w. 

'Andersen’s tales are welcome to every household and every age. Tiiey .stand unrivallcrl fur •'•.ticute 
hnmonr and gentle wisdom.'— SATuapAY Ravtxw. 


TALES FROM BENTLEY’S MISCELLANY. 

4 vols. Is. 6d. each, sold separately *, or in 2 vols. (Js. 


In 8vo. 78. Cd. boards. 


THE LETTERS OF JAMES BOSWELL TO 
THE REV. WM. TEMPLE. 




Mr, BeMey's New Pvblicatione, 
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Third Tboniand. In 3 toU. poat Sro. 81a. 6d. 

THE CHANNINGS. 

By the Author of ‘ East Lynne.’* 


In fcp. 8yo. 4s. boards. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 
PLATO. 

By Lady CHATTERTON. 

‘ An elcirant volume of selections, in which Lady Clrntterton hu brought together some of the most impressive 

passages of i’lutO.'— Ut-AHTEllLY KkVIKW. 


In 8vo. price 48. 

MILITARY OPINIONS. 

By Gonoral tlio lion. Sir JOHN BURGOYNE, K.C.B. 


In price 128. 

THE LIFE OF THE GREATEST OF THE 
PLANTAGENETS. 

By EDMUND CLIFFORD. 


: Iii.T large vol.s. 8vo. witli Thirteen fine Portraits. First Series, £2 10s.; Second Series, 
in vols. 8vo. with jNino Portraits, and a copious Index to the whole work, £2 10s. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND 
CORRESPONDENCE OF MARY GRANVILLE 
(MRS. DELANY), 

^^n:1crc»(iug ^cminlaccnrts of $103 anh ^utrn (tT^arlottr. 

Edited by the Bight Hon. Lady LLANOYEB. 

Onljf a few copies remain unsold of Mt* tdegoM work, 

* The reader wends hli way M amused and jMwiMei^ and d«s>ledaa.lf at a masquerade. Bare Is the abiding 
•harm of these volumes. , They a^i^ In One iUvtWatioos of the P*ri<^, and still more In sketches^ and por^ttC ; 
Tliere sweep by us a whole bevy of ladles, with hoops and head-dresses that come In collision now and then with th« 
^andeUers. In detaUs «f t^lr tove-mjAba, and their mmdm, tl^ are more thmoidtnarUy rlch.,The 1 

. Royal charaotars(.(]Hmr8em.Q;nmCharlotlmwdth^ fto>lb)whlbhagiii« in them araewm moretn- 

terettlag than ^ noble and gentle men aad dspas w^ l^kybow, and erbga belbie th^ A book that maar 
speedily be in so m*iW Iwnds needs no ftirther lirtietraliioa.!~A.*Baifjii»i. 
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Mr. Bmtley^s New Pvhlications. 


SeTenth Edition, In crown 8vo. price 68. 

EAST LYNNE. 

By Mrs. Hi^RY WOOD, Anthor of ‘The Channings.’ 


In 2 vols. post 8vo. 15s. 

LIVES OF THE QUEENS OF ENGLAND OF 
THE HOUSE OF HANOVER. 

By Dr. DORAN. 

* ThflM “ liTM” IndicAte afreilv the vealih and yariety of Dr. Doran’i collectiona.’— Atmn aum. 

* An extracffdlnarjr repertory of fkcta and anecdotea.*— Spcctator. 


Used at Eton and other Public Schools. 

THE ANDROMACHE OF EURIPIDES; 

With Suggestions and Questions at the foot of each page ; together with Copious (Iram- 
matical and Critical Notes ; also with a Brief Introductory Account of the Grci-k 
Drama, Dialects, and Principal Tragic Metres. 

By the Rev. J. EDWARDS, M.A., and Rev. C. HAWKINS, B.C.L. 

A Greek Play^ prej^ared /or Schools. 


Price Is. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A WORKING MAN. 

By the Hon. Miss E. EDEX. 

In crown 8vo. price 58. 

CHAPTERS ON WIVES. 

By Mrs. ELLIS, Author of ‘ ITie Mothers of Great Men,’ &c. 


In 8vo. with three beautiful Portraits, 5s. 

NARRATIVE OF HER LIFE DURING THE 
GREAT FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

By Mn. DALRTMP1.E ELLIOTT. 



Mr. Bendey’a New Publications, 
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In post 8vo. With numerous Illustrations. lOs. 6d. 

JAPAN, AND RESIDENCE AT NAGASAKI IN 

1859-60. 

By C. PEMBERTON HODGSON, H.M. ConauL 


Post 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

LIFE OF DR. JOHN JEBB, 

Bishop of Limerick. 

By the Rev. CHARLES FORSTER. 


I Vols. 1, 2, 3, 4. 8 VO. 14s. each. Sold separately. 

I PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF HIS OWN TIME. 

i . By FRANCOIS 6DIZ0T. 

I * Will be devoured as a history of our ovm times bv one of the most conspicuous men now alive, and will be 
' referred to Iiervafter when much |)opuIar literature will have been devoured by the worms. Guizot is a man of 
' Mciiius— and trenius is immortality. This is one of the few books that will mark the eeneration that gives it 
I birth.’—ATUiiNjKUM. 


Bentley's Edition, the only unabridged Edition. Post 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

LECTURES ON COMPARATIVE PHYSICAL 
GEOGRAPHY 

In its relation to the History of Mankind. 

By PROFESSOR GUYOT. 

* Wc have never seen the science of physical geography explained with greater cleamesi and elegance.* 

ATMHnCOM. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
EDINBURGH. 

By the Bight Hon. W. B. GLADSTONE. 


With numerous ](]lu8trations» Map, &c. 8vo. 98. 

THE HISTORY OF THE MUTINIES IN OUDH. 

By MARTIN GTJBB1N8. 

• ' The Moond edition ii enurkhed tar two nptalde ttamtii^a lad^'e eeoape ft«m Snltanpen, and Major Sna> 
account of the ^ons Anah ox^tloa. This le tiie most inportam book on. th« slece of Lnmow y«t ptiUuaed, 
or over likely to be pttbiulMd.*-4GxAWMaA. 
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Mr, Bentley's New Publications. 


In 8vo. with Portrait, &e. 15a. 

THE LIFE OF RICHARD III. 

AND MEHOIBB OF SOME OF HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

With an Historical Drama of the Battle of Bosworth. 

By JOHN HENEAGE JESSE, Esq., Author of ‘The Court of England under the Stuarts,* &c. 

* Mr. J«Me is » Terr honest writer and deals fUrly with evidence, and is no sophist. He brings out in a moat 
salient maimer tixe good points of nichard’s character. He has here given us an interesting book.’— SATvanAr 
Bjsvuw. 


Crown 8to. handsomely bound. 5a 

AN ARCTIC BOAT VOYAGE IN THE AUTUMN 
OF 1854. 

By ISAAC T. HAYES. 

Edited, with an Introduction and Notes, by Dr. Norton Sii.\w. 


Square post. 4s. 6d. 

KING CHARLES THE FIRST IN THE ISLE 
OF WIGHT; 

WITH ORIGINAL LETTERS FROM THE KING. 

By W. HILLIEU. 


HINTS TO CHRISTIANS 
ON THE USE OF THE TONGUE. 

By the Rev. G. W. HERVEY. 

Edited, with an Introduction, by the Rev. Stkpiikn Jknnkh, 

Crown, 28, 6d. Handsomely bound, is. 

ESSAYS ON ART AND LITERATURE. 

By Mrs. JAMESON. 


Fcp. 8vo. gilt edges. 

V MADELINE: A TALE OF AUVERGNE. 

By JULIA KATANAGH. 



Mr. Beniley*8 New Publications. 
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New Edition, in 2 vole. 8vo. 218. 

THE HISTORY OF OHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
AND SECTS, 

FROM THE EARLIEST AGES OF CHRISTIANITY. 


CONTENTS : 

Church of Abyssinia-^The Albigenses — Emscopal Church of America— Anglo-Catholics — 
Arians— Armenian Church — Armenians — Baptists — United Brethren, &c. — United 

I Brethren — The Brownists — The Calvinists — The Covenanters — The Donatists — The Church 
^ of England— The Churcli of Scotland — Free Church of Scotland — The French Protestant 
; Church— The Society of Friends — The Greek Church — Gnostics — Lady Huntingdon’s Con- 
i nexion — Independents — Church of Ireland — Irvingites — Lutherans — ^Mormonites — Nestor- 
' ians — Presbyterians — Puritans — Church of Rome— Church of Russia — Scottish J^iscopal 
I Church— Shakers— Swedenborgiana — Unitarians — Universalists — Wesleyans — Wesleyan 
j Methodist New Connexion. 


i 


By the Rev. J. B. MARSDEN. 


' IVobahly the bcit book on the subject current in ourliterature.’—ATHBw^FK. ... 

‘ Mr. Marsden's information is well diKested, his judnnent sound and impartial, hli manner of statement not 
only clear, but with a sustaiuc^l Anvidness. The work has somewhat the appearance of an Eneyclopsedia, but it 
is only in ap|K<araiice. The cxtMtiition has the freshness of an original work. The philosophic impartiality of 
the author should not be passe*! owr. He has, of course, opinions, but he indulges in no violence or harahnen of 
ceiuure. The arrangement is well adapted for tlie Important point of conveying complete and full information.*— 

^ • I’ossesiH's the essential quality of accuracy, and the style is smooth and clear. It is a most nsefhl book of 
reference on all subjeets connected with ecclesiastical history.'— Mornino Cbronicib. 

' • Full, accurate, and impartial.’— L itfrarv (Iazfttv. 

‘Suppliesawantlonufcltby the clerical student.*— M ornino Post. 

* Mr. Marsdon’s History has a fair chance of bccomintr widely known in Fntdandf and also In Scotland. The 
work exin’hits hlgli literary iMiw'cr and a thoronch appreciation of the elements requisite for popularising a theme 
whicl) all the dulncss of tnc many who have written on it can never render wholly uninteresting.’— Eoimsorob 

OrAniiiAN. 




1 vol. post 8vo. 58. 

MEMOIRS OF REMARKABLE CHARACTERS: 

Nelson, Bossuet, Milton, Oliver Cromwell, &o. 

By M. LAMARTINE. 

' Tliis work will materially raise the reputation of Lamartine. Along with the brilliancy of style and warmth 
of imiiviiiatinu which characterise all his writings, we find here gravity of thought and earnestness of purpose. 
l')ic Mihjcct also is well suited to ids peculiar, genius and talents. As a sketdier of historical scenes and of 
histnricni (dinnictcrs, nhoosiiiff his own subjects, suggested by his own tastes or sympathies, no living author is 
en imtile < d' greater or more successful eftbrts. In this work wc have a gallery of illustrious iiortraits, drawn in bold, 
6t l iking style, aud glowing with life-like feeling and exprcMiuu.'— Litxbabt Qasitxr. 


In 8vo. G.S. Witli numerous liae Plans and Plates. 

THE DEFENCE OF KARS: 

A MiUtary Work, * 

By General ATWELL LAKE. 

Small 8vo. Ss. 6d. 

LAST DAYS OF ALEXANDER OF RUSSIA AND 
FIRST DAYS OF NICHOLAS. 

By Dr. JOHK LEE. 
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Mr. BenMey'a New Publications. 


With IHostrations. 8to. Lithographs, 218. 

SHOOTING IN THE HIMALAYAS: 

A Journal of Sporting Adventures 'and Travel in Chinese Tartary, India, 
Thibet, Cashmere, &o. 


By General MARKHAM. 


Crown 8vo. 58. 

ESSAYS ON SOME OF SHAKESPEARE’S 
CHARACTERS: 


Sir John Falstaff, Jacques, Borneo, Bottom the Weaver, Lady Macbeth, I 
Timon of Athens, Polonius, lago, Hamlet. | 


By Dr. MAGINN. 




1- 


New Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. With two beautiful Portraits of tlie 
unfortunate Queen. 

THE LIFE OF MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. 


Two Portraits. By M. MIGNET. 


* The eta&dud aiitborlty on the nibject .' — liAitr News. 

* Ah impertial hUtorr of Mary Qnccn of Scots.’ — IjnsasH r Gazkttx. 

'A Tilaftble and admirable model ofthorouffh research and impartial statement.’ -Ma Nr hkstsx Ilxviiivr. 

* Good NrTlce has been done to historical aecuracy by the graphic work of M. Mignet. It wilt Ih; in all our 
libraxies, and re>xead, as it deserves to be.' — MoHifiwo P<wt. 


Crown 8vo. Portrait. 5s, 

SELECTIONS FROM HER CHOICE POETS 
AND PROSE WRITERS, 


And Memoirs of her Literary Life. 
By MART RUSSELL MITFORD. 


Mr. Bmtley^a New Puhlicationa. 
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2 Tols. post 8yo. 

RAISING THE VEIL. 

By JOHN POMEROY. 


Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

NOTES ON NOSES. 

By EDEN WARWICK. 


Small 8vo. 5s. 

THE LIFE OF THE REV. H. POLEHAMPTON, 

The Chaplain of liucknow. 


Post 8vo. Vignettes, 7s. 6d. 

KANGAROO LAND; 

Or, Life in the Bush. 

By the Rev. ARTHUR POLEHAMPTON. 

' 'r>iore iii ft moral in thifi iKtok very opportune at the time when another g^>Id fever is kIzIqb the nation. We 
rccunmiond titiii iDtcrpituij; narrative to all young men desirous of bettering their lot by cmitpration to the gold 
coutitrivs. the perusal ot which we recummeud to all weary of snug quarters at home land think of tiying tn^ 
Kit at the gold llul<k.’— 


Vols. 1 and 2, crown 8vo. 218. 

EARL RUSSELL’S 
LIFE qF CHARLES JAMES FOX. 

2 vols. 8vo. 98. 

THiE DIARIES AND CORRESPONDENCE OF 
THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE ROSE. 



B7 TSB AUTHOB OV *]LIBT 

QKowB|4tai Id. 

THE STORY OF ITALY. 


Post Ira 4m, Id. 

TOWN AND FOREST: 

A Story of Hsinault Forest. 


Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

SALAD FOR THE SOCIAL. 

CONTEXTS ; 

Bookcraft Money —The Toilette — Pulpit Peculiarities— -Mysteries of Me^licine— The 

Humours of Law — Larcenies of Literature, &c. &c. 




Fcp. 8vo. 23. 6(1. 

BYE-LANES AND DOWNS OF ENGLAND;. 

With. Turf Scenes and Characters. 

With a Portrait of Lord George Bentinck. By SY LV'ANLS. 


2s. 6d. ; rose cloth, 3% 6d. 

SAY AND SEAL. 

By AUTHOR of ‘WIDE, WIDE WOULD.’ 


Fcp. 8vo. 39. 

A BOOK FOR A RAINY DAY; 

Or, BaooUoetlons of the Shrents of the Teiurs 1760 - 1833 . 

/ 

By J. S. SMITH, Author of ‘ The Life yoBekooa.’ 


Crown, 6». 


RAMBLES THROUGH THE STREETS OF 
LONDON; 

with AoMdotM tf Murir imnw OUAbntii lUMdinti. 



Iiipoit6To.5i. 

THE STORY OF CAWNPORE. 

Bf C^pt. MOWBBAT THOMSOK. 


In poet 87 a 5a. 

TYPES AND ANTITYPES OF THE OLD AND 
NEW TESTAMENT. 

By Udy SCOTT. 




In fcp. 8 VO. Is. 6d. 

TRUTH ANSWERS BEST; 

Or, Jeon and Nlcolette. 

By the Rev. C. B. TAYLER. 


Fcp. bound as a present, is, 

NOT OF THE WORLD; 

Or, Lady Mary. 

By the Rev. a B. TAYLER. 


In 2 Yola* post Sro. 7 b. 6(L 

VONVED THE DANE, THE ROVER OF THE 

BALTIC. 




A NEW PHRASEOLOGICAL LATIN 
DICTIONiWY, 

SIton, WixuGiestdr, MweciW, mA ^ughr Bohools* and XSat*! 
College* ^pondtta. 

Bj C. D. Antlior of the <The Keir Latin Gradual’ 

for £toii| Wineheater, Harteii^lHghy* Ac, 

Fart L— EiroLisH-LATiir,' £ port 8m 9i. 6d* 

Fart n.—IiATiir-£NOU8H| In poet 8vo. 78. 6d. 

The Two Parts bound together in One Yolnme* 15s. 


tt was suggested to Mr. Tongc^ some years ago, to nxi4ertak» tida It haa Nup 
submitted to the most eminent scholars and Masters of Sdibeijil Id GW hfogdom^^. 
Goodfordf Head Master of Eton ; Dr. Maberlyi of Winchester} Tai^;lii!ib of 
Dr. Gonlbum* of Bngby ; and Dr. Jeli; 6f King’s GoUegOi London)* who all agraa fllM 
^sifefol examination of Mr. Tange’s Dtetfonary has jctmyinced them Giat it would JM 
the want so greatly felt. ^ 

ihey have, ht oonseqaence, authorised the booh to be described as pubMftti^t'ail 
tl^useolBtovb Srtioi|^ asd King’s 0idlag!i^ 

tai ordered Gmt it be* for the fotaier’lhe 






